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THE
WOMEN

AND THEIR COMPLETE
EMANCIPATION

by VITO KAPO

The road to the complete
emancipation of women in
present-day society. The struggle
of women for their
emancipation is closely

linked with the struggle for
national and social liberation.
The decisive

role of the Albanian

women in socialist construction

IT HAS BECOME ALMOST A «FASHION:» EVERYWHERE
THE WORLD TO TALK ABOUT THE EMANCIPATION
WOMEN. BUT EVERY «FASHION=» IS DETERMINED
SOME IMPERATIVE CAUSES IN A GIVEN SOCIETY OR !
MENT.

TODAY, WHEN WOMEN ALL OVER THE WORLD
becoming increasingly more conscious of their role in
life of the country, when through protests and various for
of class struggle they are demanding their rights, when
the genuinely socialist countries one concretely sees ¥
place women occupy, how their abilities are evaluated,
what conditions are created for them to express these
lities, not even those societies which allegedly repre
«democracy» or ssocialisms or their sociologists and dem
gues who allegedly defend the rights of man can keep si
about the emancipation of women. As a conclusion, t
we notice the following general phenomenon: the com
emancipation of women is spoken about in the coun
having feudal, capitalist and social-imperialist relations,
well as in the countries where socialist relations are
force. Some reduce the emancipation of women to the
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proclamation of the rights of women by law: others limit
% to the possibilities antagonistic class society allegedly
creates for them to take part in clubs, or as the press
also says, to participate in demonstrations, to go out of the
. Bouse for a walk, to the café, camping, and even to exhalt-
. g the wbasis of freedoms - sexual freedom. Others speak
- of the allegedly great possibilities which modern capitalist
- society has created by putting new household appliances
~ ® the market or by industrialisation of some everyday
~ ®eeds, such as groceries, cleaning, clothing etc.
- Certainly some of these conditions constitute special aspects
~ #f the great problem of the emancipation of women, but
- #wen here we must see who really enjoys these facilities in
. tice. But some of the things mentioned above not only
in no way connected with this problem, but are aimed at
werting the attention of girls and women from the
in problems of their emancipation. In reality, they aim
directing girls and women towards an empty life, towards
ieration, especiallly in that period of their life when
ir energies are great, when their revolutionary spirit is
ner and when the connection of the aspirations of women
i the cause of the proletariat would constitute a serious
iger to these societies themselves.
women of Albania are conscious that, despite the colos-
victories they have won, much remains to be done for
ir complete emancipation. We have still a great deal to
to raise the educational, cultural and ideological level
women and of the entire society. We have still much
= do to raise the degree of the country's industrialization
% that society increasingly undertake all those jobs which
been traditionally left to the woman, such as those
#elating to daily family life or the children. But the Alba-
1 women have won the fundamental basis which guaran-
%es their complete emancipation, the power of the dicta-
ship of the proletarial, which has established and is im-
oving the socialist relations of production. Thus, they have
red their victories, and also have clear perspectives.
*hey know that just as the socialist society cannot become
smpletely socialist with the proclamation of its program-
» but will be constructed gradually, consciously paving
way for the implementation of the objective laws
perating on it, so the complete emancipation of woman,
%, as a necessity of socialist society, will be realized gra-
ally, within the framework of this society, in the concrete
onditions of our country, strictly applying Marxism-Leni-
ism, Hence, the course of the complete emancipation of
Albanian women, although it has its own specific fea-
res, and it could not be otherwise, is sure. This course
not a local phenomenon, as some who fear that the con-
rete Albanian example will really solve this problem want
> describe it, but a creative application of Marxist-Leninist
science.
Marxism-Leninism and our experience have proved that there
> basic problems whose solution is indispensable for every
society fighting for the complete emancipation of women,
Thus, for example, emancipated women cannot be spoken of
m a society in which oppression and exploitation prevail, in
which the whole people are not free, which feels the

weight of national oppression, etc. It is not sufficient to
speak of the liberation, equality and emancipation of women,
in the conditions of the contradictions which corrode anta-
gonistic class society, but one should struggle actively,
linking this struggle with the fundamental problems of the
epoch. The Party of Labour of Albania began the struggle
for the emancipation of women with the struggle for national
and social liberation. The national liberation struggle and
women's participation in it was decisive for the liberation
of the people, and thus of the women,

But in all those countries which have established natienal
independence, have the real conditions to proceed towards
the complete emancipation of women been created? Certainly
not. In the societies divided into classes, where a minority,
the exploiting class becomes rich thanks to the work, sweat
and blood of the majority, where one class gets rich and
wallows in luxury and the other is wantonly exploited, bled
white, and cannot ensure either work or the children’s food,
what freedom of human personality can be spoken of? Even
if we leave aside all the other oppression against women
specifically, which originates from the same exploitation,
for this very fact, loo, she cannot be free. Thus, another
indispensable condition for the complete emancipation of
women is the destruction of capitalist exploitation, the eli-
mination of antagonistic classes, the liguidation of private
property. Only the establishment of social ownership of
the means of production and socialist relations in the whole
of national life can open broad roads to the complete eman-
cipation of women too. This historic turning point is made
by the socialist revolution. This has been realized and is
being continually deepened by our people. And in this revo-
lution, always on the rise and developing, the Albanian
women are continuing to taken an active part, for they
know that their work contributes to the deepening of the
revolution, and that the deepening of the revolution provides
a decisive solution to the problems of the complete emanci-
pation of women.,

Let us see concretely, in the Albanian reality, how this
contribution and this interdependence is being implemented.
The socialist revolution is carried out and uninterruptedly
improved in all fields of life. Every field of life requires
the energies of women and ne activity can be properly
carried out in it without them, and at the same time each
one of our achievements and victories contributes to the
degree of their emancipation.

In the political field, the establishment of the people's power
cannot be conceived of without the active participation of
women. Indeed, it could not even be a people’s power
without the great role and contribution of women, who make
up half of the population. The people's power in Albania
liquidated by law everything discriminatory against women.
They were proclaimed and considered equal to men in all
fields of life. Socialist democracy, the mass line followed
in our country for the solution of all problems, cannot be
conceived of either without the participation of women in
meetings, in mass social controls, in confrontations and every-
where. By means of voting, speaking, writing and many
other forms, women always adopt an active stand, without



which our democracy would be incomplete. Facts show that
the role of women in the country's great political problems
and their active participation in the elected represenlative
organs, has kept increasing. While in 1946 in the People’s
Assembly, the supreme representative body of our Stale,
36 per cent of the deputies were women, in 1966 women
made up 16.6 per cent of the number of deputies, and in
1970 this percentage reached 27.2. Also, in 1967 in the
people’s councils of all levels, women made up 36.7 per cent
of those elected, while in the 1970 elections this percentage
increased to 45.8. 33.8 per cent of those elected as judges
and assistant jugdes are women.

In our country there are many other significant indices
telling about the great role of the broad masses of women
in the important problems that preoccupy our country. Suf-
fice it to mention the fact that during the popular debale

which was held on comrade Enver Hoxha's historic speech:
«Socialism is built by the masses, the Party makes them cons-

cionss. thousands of women workers, cooperativists and intel-
lectuals voiced their opinion. They made many useful sug-
gestions, proposals and criticisms concerning the style and
methods of work of the administration, the revolutionisation
of production, the work of the workers themselves, and so
on. The women of our country, conscious of their great role,
are often in the front ranks of what is mew amd revolu
tionary, because they realize that all of our progress will
accelerate the victories desired by the whole people and the
women themselves.

Thus, socialist democracy needs the stand and effective action
of the broad masses of the women., And the women, through
this participation, continually increase their abilities and wva-
lues. Thus, politics in our country are not a monopoly of
the men, but on the contrary they cannot even be adopted
without the approval of the broad masses of women.

In the field of economy, the liquidation of the private
ownership of the means of production was the greatest
victory following national liberation because it brought about
the elimination of the source of all misfortunes, particularly
for the women. Before liberation ours was a couniry of
marked feudal remnants. Its economy was mainly based on
small handicraft household property and had an almost pri-
mitive agriculture. In these conditions the work of the
woman within the walls of the house, as a slave of the man,
took up to 18 hours a day, was very tiring and yet she
still had to listen to her husband say: «I feed you-.

with the liquidation of the private ownership of the means
of preduction, the productive social work of all able-bodied
men and women was affirmed, new social relations were
created, including in the sphere of the family. The conser-
vatives and patriarchals too, who considered women as their
commodity, even though they had not yet clear ideas about
the necessity of socialism and the liberation of the society,
allowed the women to go to work. This occurred because
the law of socialism, according to which swho works, eatss,
through reforms of a socialist character which developed
collective property, was unceasingly broadening its sphere of

operation. Accordingly from the 668 women that were in
work relations outside their homes in 1938, in 1971 there
were 167.621 women in work relations in the cily, whereas
in the countryside there were 189.081, which is equal te
almost half of the country’'s adult population.
Participation in work, equal pay for equal work, special
and protective treatment for the working women by the
laws of socialist society have ensured the drawing of the
broad masses of women into social productive work. The
women not only were economically liberated and know n¢
kind of discrimination, but they have found what they had
lacked for centuries, gocial collective life, the posecibility of
politically developing themselves from the educational, cul
tural and technical professional viewpoint, the possibility
of utilizing their real abilities, not only physical, but alss
Intellectual, moral and spiritual in order W wmilitale as cgqusl

among the equals. Due to the new conditions created by
the socialist society the participation of women in work

has changed from a heavy burden in the past, to one of
the greatest victories of the Albanian women. Political ans
economic liberation brought about colossal changes in the
women and in the whole of our society, whether in the
critical stand towards the traditions, customs, unwritlen laws

which govern the day to day life of people, particularly
in the family and in the activity outside of the sphers

of social work - or towards education, culture, science, techne-
logy, etc.

It is a known fact that, to a large exlenl, working and
living conditions also determine man's way of thinking. With
the establishment of the common ownership of the means of
production, working together for the increase of social pro
duction, new relations among people began to emerge in ows
country. The relations of oppression and exploitation were
liquidated, the reactionary concept of «dog eat dog» was eli=
minated, fraternal, mutual aid and relalions of respect were
established everywhere. New concepts started to be creates
and established not only concerning the place and role o
woman at work, at school and in society, but also in the
family. It is evident that this job was not let to spontaneily.
The society worked so that the ideological and cultural reve
lution also be deepened, parallel with the political and ece
nomic revolution. But our practice also showed that howeves
much the opinions of men, their concepts about life anc
the world may change through educative work, unless the
concrete material conditions are created they cannot be com-
pletely implemented. This truth is of great importance 2
every field of life, but it is particularly important in the
struggle for the complete emancipation of women. It is histc
rically known that women became slaves as a result ¢
the emergence of private property. This source of inequalit
was liguidated in Albania, but the centuries had created
strong tradition in the attitude to and treatment of wome
Formerly, she had been considered an inferior being, capab
only of giving birth to children, relegated to church a
the kitchen. This concept has been broken by work a
woman's participation in it. What about the family?
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