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THE COMMUNISTS, CADRES AND ALL THE WORK-
ING MASSES OF OUR COUNTRY HAVE RECENTLY HAD
IN THEIR HANDS A NEW AND VERY IMPORTANT
WORK, THE BOOK «THE TITOITES» BY COMRADE
ENVER HOXHA. THIS BOOK HAS ALSO BEEN PU-
BLISHED IN SEVERAL FOREIGN LANGUAGES.

THE RELATIONS OF THE CPA (TODAY THE PLA)
AND THE ALBANIAN SOCIALIST STATE WITH THE
CPY AND THE YUGOSLAV FEDERATIVE STATE, FROM
THE FIRST CONTACTS BETWEEN THE TWO PARTIES
(IN 1941) UNTIL TODAY, ARE IN THE CENTRE OF THE
WORK.

These historical notes reflect the specific and very
complicated character of the Albanian-Yugoslav relations
in all their complexity through a wealth of facts, original
documents, personal impressions and theoretical argu-
ments by the author. Comrade Enver Hoxha makes a pe-
netrating analysis of the objective and subjective causes
and factors which determined the course in which these
relations developed on both sides, pointing out the plat-
forms from which both parties proceeded and the aims
which they had in these connections and relations with
one another, revealing the interconnection of the events
running over a period of 40 years. The malerialist me-
thodology applied in the analysis of the particular and the
whole, a militant spirit of lofty proletarian partisanship,
a pronounced class tendentiousness in the reflection of
and the stand towards every event and phenomenon, im-
portant conclusions and generalizations, a resilient and vi-
gorous style — these are some of those features which
make the new book of Comrade Enver Hoxha one of the
most ountstanding works of the Albanian political-histori-
cal science,

With profound truthfulness, with steel logic, colour-
ful means of expression and an incisive style, this book
reveals before the reader one of the most dramatic and at
the same time one of the most heroic periods of the his-
tory of our Party and people.

This 40-years’ long history is written not only by a di-
rect witness of all the events desecribed, not only by the
main figure on which were directed right from the beg-
inning the attacks and thrusts of the Titoites who saw
that, if they eliminated him and the sound part of the

leadership of the Party, they could reduce to submission
and subsequently destroy the entire Party, but also by the
inspirer, organizer and direct leader of the gigantic strug-
gle of the PLA for uncovering and foiling the hostile
activity of the Titoites. This adds to the truthfulness and
great concreteness of the book, to its gripping suspense
which goes on from page to page and lasts right through
to the end. The work gains in strength and truthfulness,
especially from the fact that the author has based his work
not only on faects from memory but also on many offi-
cial documents to be found in the CAP (Central Archives
of the Party), as well as on his own authentic notes, which
Comrade Enver Hoxha used and still uses to take.

The ten chapters of the book, in which the events
of 40 years are described in detail, are a vivid description
of the stern struggle between two policies, two stands, and
two ideologies diametrically opposed to one another. This
because, as Comrade Enver Hoxha concludes, all the his-
tory of our relations with the CPY and the revisionist Yu-
goslav state, «<on the one hand..., is a history of interferen-
ces, traps and unrelenfing plots on their part to the de-
triment of our Party and our socialist state, and on the
other hand, a history of the just and consistent struggle
of our Party and people to avoid falling for their traps and
plots, to uncover and to foil them, without permitting them
to cause us serious damage.»

In the book it is affirmed that the leadership of the
CPY has proceeded and has acted, from the first mo-
ments of the initial contacts with the PLA to the end,
from anti-Marxist and deeply anti-Albanian positions. Tito
and his associates, in the situations created after the out-
break of the Second World War, counted on the possibility
of manipulating and directing the war of the Albanian
people against the occupier in such a manner that, at the
end of the War, the conditions and possibilities would be
created for Yuvgoslavia to annex Albania. For this to be
achieved, the Yugoslav leadership was aware that, as a
precondition, it had to get control of the decisive factor
which would rouse the Albanian people and lead them
in their war — the Communist Party of Albania. There-
fore, the immediate aim from which Tito and his accom-
plices proceeded in their connections with the CPA was
its subjugation and fransformation into a blind tool trail-
ing at the tajl end of the CPY. To this end they would
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exploit all the so-called aid which the CPY pretends it has
allegedly given the CPA in the war years.

With theorefical and practical argumenis based on
the Marxist-Leninist principles and with a frue descrip-
tion of how events developed, this book rejects the con-
coctions of the Titoites about the «aid» they allegedly gave
in the creation of the CPA and their absurd claim that
they supposedly were the «creators of the CPA»! «The
CPA,» concludes Comrade Enver Hoxha in his book, «was
not created because that was what a certain Tito from
Yugoslavia fancied, or wanted to, but was created because
its creation was imperatively demanded by the Albanian
people, by the Albanian communist movement, was deman-
ded by the historical moment the country was going
through, was demanded by the past, the present and the
future of Albania itself.»

Subsequently, in the work «The Titoites» it is shown
that the so-called aid which the CPY has given the CPA
and the National Liberation War of the Albanian people
during the period 1942-1944 was part of the plans and
attempts of the Titoites to submit the PT.A to them and make
it swerve from its correct road. The heated discussions and
arguments of Comrade Fnver Hoxha with the two or three
emissaries of Tito to Albania. over the «orientations» and
«plans» of the Titoites on the role of the Party and the
staffs in the leadership of the National Liberation War, on
the stand towards the nationalist elements and the fraitor
organizations, on the notorious «Balkan Staff» of Tito and
S. V. Tempo, ete, etc., Comrade Enver Hoxha’s stern oppo-
sition to the «accusations» and «criticism» of the Titoites
over the so-called opportunism and sectarianism in the line
of the CPA, are arguments in support of the fact that the
leadership of the CPY, as early as that period, was an anti-
Marxist and anti-Albanian positions. as well as that the
CPA strongly opposed the distorted views and wrong actions
of the Titoites right from that moment.

When all these attempts of the Titoites came up against
the stern resistance and opposition of the leadershin of the
CPA, then the Titoites resorted to plots in order to attain
their aims. .

A special place in the work is occupied by a detailed
analysis of the ill-famed and very daneerous plot which the
Yugoslav leadership concocted through its envoys V, Stoinié
and N. Dizdarevi¢ and jts Albanian agents K. Xoxe, N.
Spiru, S. Maléshova, L. Gega, P. Kricto and others at the
2nd Plenum of the CC of the CPA called in Berat in
November 1944,

By analysing all these anti-Marxist attempts and plots
in all their secret detalls, Comrade Enver Hoxha conclu-
des that the so-called aid which the leadership of the CPY
claims to have given the CPA and the National Liberation
War of our people was nothing else but «aid» intended to
hitch the CPA and the National Liberation Movement of
the Albanian people up to the chariot of Titoite Yugoslavia,
and eventually to gobble up the whole of Albania.

Of special interest in the book is the Marxist-Leninist
presentation Comrade Enver Hoxha makes of the problem
of Kosova and the other Albanian regions in Yugoslavia,
and the stands of the PLLA and the CPY both during the
war years and later. Amongst other things, Comrade Enver
Hoxha points out and proves with argument that the policy
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of the CPY fowards Kosova and the other Albanian regions
in Yugeslavia was, from the beginning, the same as that of
the Great-Serb chauvinist circles of former times — a
policy of chauvinist hatred against the Albanians, disregard-
ing and sabotaging their national liberation war, and ne-
gating their national rights, a policy of mass extermina-
tion, if the attempts of the Great-Serbs at the assimilation
or mass expulsion of the Albanian population from its
territories were to fail. It is in this policy pursued since
the war years, in the grave mistakes committed since that
time, the author emphasizes, that all the present injustices
towards Kosova as well as the legitimate and constant re-
velts and expressions of dissatisfaction of the Kosova peo-
ple at the relentless Great-Serb oppression, should be
sought.

A conscious place in this work is given to analyses,
generalizations and conclusions on the mutual relations
between the two parties and states in the period 1945-1948.
On the basis of concrete facts and profound reflections on
the events of that time, Comradec Enver Hoxha denounces
the so-called contribution of the CPY to the reconstruction
and building of the new Albania, and lays bare all the per-
fidy hidden behind the «orientations», «advice» and «aid»
of the Titoites for the political direction and ecenomic de-
velopment of Albania, for the organization of our army,
the organs of the ministry of the interior, etc. In the work
a special analysis is made of the pressures, machinations and
conspiratorial activities the Titoites and fheir henchmen
resorted to in order to compel the leadership of the CPA,
regardless of the serious objections it had, to sign the ill-
famed <«Albanian-Yugoslav Economie¢ Convention» (No-
vember 1946). Through this Convention, the Yugoslav lea-
dership intensified its predatory policy towards our coun-
iry and, at the same time, continued to work, still using the
mechanisms of the Convention — «unification», «co-ordina-
tion commissions», etc., etc., towards realizing the complete
economic and, then, political unification of Albania with
Yugoslavia.

In this work it emerges clearly that both these treaties
and all the neo-colonialist activities of the leadership of the
CPY met with the strong resistance of the sound leadership
of the CPA, they became fields of the sternest struggle
between the CPA and the Titoite leadership. The catego-
rical opposition of Comrade Enver Hoxha, his fierce deba'es
and arguments with the inveterate anti-Albanians, the ill-
tamed Savo Zllatié, Josif Djerdja, Sergej Krajger, General
Kupresanin, and others, which are described in great de-
tail and with extreme accuracy in the work, constifute a to-
tal exposure of the Titoites of that and subsequent times,
especially of those who still proclaimed the Yugoslav «aid»
to Albania in the years 1945-1948. «The Titoite aid to us.»
the author concludes, «if it is to be described as aid at all,
had only one aim: to help Tito to enslave Albania economi-
cally and politically more rapidly.»

When they saw that their plans to gobble up Albania
«on quiet» were turned to dust and ashes in front of the
heroic stand of the CPA, the Titoites, through their secrei
agents K. Xoxe, P. Kristo, and others, organized new
plots, which, together with the events previous to, during
and after the 8th Plenum of the CC of the CPA (February
1948), are described in the book. Again using their secret
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agenis and inventing an «<imminent danger», which allegedly
threaieneu Albania, etc., in those grave moments for the
CPA, they tried to station their divisions inside the terri-
tory of the PR of Albania, in other words, to carry out
the military occupation of Albania. The situation was ex-
tremely serious, the destinies of the CPA and of the in-
dependence of socialist Albania was under the gravesi threat
ever. Precisely in those moments the CC of the CPA received
the letters signed by J. V. Stalin, from which it emerged
that the leadership of the CPSU, with J. V. Stalin at the
head, had reached the same conclusions about the eisence
and doings of the CPY,

In the work it is affirmed that the CPA was amongst
the parties winch had first experience of the Titoite inter-
ference and plois, which years before had strongly opposed
ihe anti-Marxist and anti-Albanian views of the Titoites,
and, as a result, was amongst the first communist parties
to throw itseif with complete conviction, with many and po-
werful arguments and inexhaustible energy, into the open
struggle for the public denunciation and exposure of the
anti-Marxist and anti-revolutionary line and activity of the
leadership ot the CPY,

A special place in the book «The Tiloites» is occupied
by the description of the stern struggie the PLA has cons-
tantly waged, since the period 1945-1948 until today, against
tne Titowe variant of modern revisionism as well as agains,
other ramitications of the same trunk such as the Khrush-
cheviie, Chinese and other variants of revisionism, This
struggie on tae ideological and political plane Comrade
Enve. Hoxha treals in its close connection with the gigantic
struggle of the PLA during this same period against the
incessan: interference, secret agenis and plots — one
more monstruous than the other, wnich the leadership of
the CPY, sometimes alone sometimes in coilusion with the
Khrushchevites, the Western imperialist powers, and othe.s,
resorted to against the Party and our socialist Homeland.
Chapter 10 of the book, built on the basis of facts discovered
or reported years ago, but more especially on the facts the
PLA discovered and the analyses it made after the suicide
of the multiple agent Mehmet Shehu, proves to satisfaction
how savage and ruthless the Great Serbs have been and
are in their attempts at eliminating the leadership of the
PLA and gobbling up Albania, and, at the same time, how
vigilant, bold and unyielding the PLA, with Comrade Enver
Hoxha at the head, has been in discovering and smashing
all the monstrous plots of the Titoites and of the impe-
rialists, social-imperialists, chauvinists and other their co-
llaborators.
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The life-giving ideas, values and teachings of this work
are many and all-sided. Above all, it is a major message to
the Albanian communists and the people to guard the Party
like the apple of their eye, to implement and defend its line
in every step they take and in everything they do. If so-
cialist Albania emerged triumphant from the gigantic
struggles against such rabid enemies and from most dange-
rous situations, this is due, first of all, to the Party, its
correct line, its bold leadership with Comrade Enver Hoxha,
the glorious son of the people, at its head. All those who did
not love the Party and opposed its line and the interests of
the people were mistaken and ended up in the garbage bin
of history. The work «The Titoites» reproduces in truthful
detail the process of metamorphosis of the many anti-pariy
and hostile elements, beginning from the Koci Xoxes of the
first years to the Mehmet Shehus discovered only in re-
cent times. As Comrade Enver Hoxha convincingly proves,
all those who had no faith in the Party and in its Marxist-
Leninist line, all those who did not love the people and
the Homeland, all those who suffered of the old inferiority
complex — lack of faith in the colossal force of the people,
all those who sought «salvation» in reliance on the «power-
ful foreigners», all those who suffered from megalomania,
from opportunism and sectarianism, all servile and careerist,
arrogant and overbearing elements dezenerated and ended
up as agents in the pay of the foreigners.

The legitimate hatred seething in us against this bas-
tard spawn and its bosses, when we read this book, demands,
with just as much legitimacy, that we should further step
up the struggle to ensure that this plague which caused
incalculable harm to the Party, to its line and the interests
of the people, infects nobody. This is one of the many
lessons of the work «The Titoites», a work of great value
both for the present and the future. Just as valuable are
the other lessons of this work, such as those about the
necessity of a more thorough assimilation of Marxism-Leni-
nism, about the constant defence and further steeling of
the unity of the Party and the people, the sharpening of
revolutionary vigilance, the increase of mobilization in work,
action and defence, etc, so that everything serves the
strengthening of the present and the future, «in order to
keep always honoured the name of our heroic Party,» as
Comrade Enver Hoxha calls on us, «in order fo raise the
prestige of socialist Albania still higher, toe maintain the
sacred independence of our Homeland inviolable»,






THE POWER INDUSTRY
IN THE
PSR OF ALBANIA

by AGRON CUEDARI

Albania boasts many energy sources (0il, gas,
coal and hydro-power reserves) which consti-
tute one of its greatest assets. The hydro-po-
wer reserves of our country per capita of po-
pulation are among the highest in Europe

THE PEOPLE'S SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA IS RICH IN
ENERGY SOURCES. FEW ARE THE COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE SO HIGH
A CONCENTRATION OF ENERGY SOURCES IN SO SMALL AN AREA AS
ALBANIA (28,750 SQ KM).

BEFORE LIBERATION AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S
STATE POWER THE CAPITALIST COMPANIES IN ALBANIA KNEW SOME
OF THESE SOURCES AND EXPLOITED THEM IN A BARBARCUS IRRATIO-
NAL MANNER. THE OIL EXTRACTED IN ALBANIA WAS PROCESSED IN
ITALY AND A SMALL QUANTITY OF IT WAS RETURNED ONLY TO BE
SOLD AT EXORBITANT PRICES. COAL MINING WAS AT ITS BE-
GINNING AND ALL THE QUANTITY FXTRACTED WENT TO MEET THE
NEEDS OF THE OCCUPYING ARMIES. THE BUILDING OF HYDRO-POWER
STATIONS WAS ALTOGETHER OUT OF THE QUESTION AS LONG AS IT-
DID NOT COMPLY WITH THE INTERESTS OF FOREIGN CAPITALIST COM-
PANIES.

The annual production of electric
power by the thermal-power stations
in 1938 was equal to the daily mean
export of our country at present. This
was in a nutshell the state of our
power industry before Liberation. On
the other hand, even those few projects
the occupiers and the local bourgeoi-
sie built for their
totally destroyed during the
all geological

own needs were
almost
war. Apart from this,
documentation and studies were taken
away or destroyed and no trace was
left of them. In the field of the power
industry, as in all other fields, the
Party and our people had
everything from scratch.
The pre-Liberation Albania was a
typically with a
.)ackwar‘d and fragmented acmculture

to start

agrarian country,

AGRON CUEDARI — Vice- mzmster of
power industry

lacking all industry. In 1938 eighty-
seven per cent of the able-bodied po-
pulation engaged in agricultural pur-
suits and only 13 per cent found occu-
pation in industry and other branches
of the economy. Agriculture accounted
for 92.4 per cent of the national inconte,
and industry only 4.5 per cent of it.
In these conditions there could be no
guestion of the development of the po-
wer industry.

Only one per cent of the national
income created in 1938 went to funda-
mental investments. This can be explain-
ed both with the limited volume of
national income and the use of the
greater part of it for pavasiting pur-
poses by the ruling class.

All this proves what has been said
about the profoundly agrarian character
of the country, and gives a truthful
picture of the very backward state of
the productive forces.
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In an effort to justify the plight of
the economy, the ideologists of the rul-
ing classes talked much about the
so-called fatality of agriculture, pre-

. tending that the economic backward-

ness of Albania was an inevitable
result and reflection of its natural and
weather conditions.

In reality, this backwardness had its
roots in the feudal-capitalist mode of
production, in the deep crisis of the
structure and superstructure of the
state, in the social and economic contra-
dictions of the country.

The level of the socio-economic de-
velopment of the country at that time
was inextricably linked with the con-
tradiction between the forces of pro-
duction and the semi-feudal and ca-
pitalist relations of production which
were a stumbling block to the eco-
nomic and social development of Al-
bania. This was the principal inter-
nal contradiction which constituted the
economic base and premise of the so-
cial revolution.

After the triumph of the revolution
and the establishment of the people’s
state power, along with the important
tasks of the first stage of the revolu-
tion, a number of measures began to
be taken for the economic and social
development of the country. In this
context special attention was paid to
the development of industry in gene-
ral, and the power industry, in parti-
cular.

The Party of Labour of Albania,
faithfully implementing the teachings
of Marxism-Ieninism on the construc-
tion of socialism in the concrete con-
ditions of the country, has always gi-
ven priority to the development of
power industry.

At the 1Ist Congress of the CPA
(today the PLA) in November 1948, the
essence of the fundamental economic
task consisted in the socialist industria-
lization and electrification of the coun-
try. This was dictated by the need for
setting up a new material-technical base.
Fulfilment of this task was based,
in the first place, on a more
complete exploitation of the riches of
the soil and subsoil of the country.
Therefore, particular attention was paid
to the extraction of oil and coal, and
the production of electric power.

The development and strengthening
of the national economy and the deepen-
ing of the socialist industrialization

have emphasized the need for sources
of energy, in general, and for oil and
its by-products, coal and electric power,
in particular. .

The external and internal enemies
of our counfry have constantly tried
to impede and sabotage the develop-
ment of our power industry, and of
the oil industry especially. The Party
and the Albanian people have foiled
all these attempts on the part of the
enemies and have meted out the
punishment they deserved.

In its struggle to cope with the sava-
ge imperialist-revisionist pressure and
blockade, the Party of Labour of Al-
bania developed and further perfected
its development program for the po-
wer industry, envisaging the construc-
tion of large power projects and their
coming into production. In 1980, as aga-
inst 1960, coal mining, for example,
increased 3.9 fold and the production
of electric power 18.1 fold.

The 6th Five-year Plan (1976-1980)
was a period of great importance for
the construction and defence of social-
ism in Albania. During this period
major achievements were made in the
socio-economic development of our coun-
try, thereby ensuring high rates of
development of the productive forces
and the further perfecting of the so-
cialist relations of production. Total
social product grew as twice as ra-
pidly as the growth of the population.
This brought about the further streng-
thening of our economy.

In the 6th Five-year Plan the deve-
lopment of the heavy industry and, in
the first place, the development of
the power industry, the extracting and
processing industry, had priority. The
6th Five-year Plan marked high levels
of development in the branches of the
power industry.

During the 6th Five-year Plan our
oil-workers discovered new oil and
gas deposits, extended the known sour-
ces, and carrying out intensification
work in time and with high quality,
successfully accomplished the tasks set
to them.

In the 6th Five-year Plan, too, the
Party, correctly directing the deve-
lopment of the power industry, gave
priority to the sector of geology, which
precedes and opens new prospects for
extraction and processing industry.

The development and strengthening
of the oil industry has developed and
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been strengthened in all its links, from
seismic soundings and prospecting, drill-
ing and research work to the extraction
and processing of oil and gas. In the
6th Five-year Plan progress was also
made in mastering and applying the
technology of drilling deep oil- and
gas-wells. The fact that all the amount
of the oil extracted during this five-
year plan was processed locally indica-
tes the growth of the productive capa-
cities and the material-technical ability
to implement the orientation of the
Party for the processing of all raw
materials locally.

In the efforts for the realization of
the tasks in the coal mining, the Party
has combated the view of the revisio-
nists who tried to sabotage the deve-
lopment of this important branch of the
power base of Albania. Particular atten-
tion has been attached in this branch
to mining operations so that it precedes
the extraction of coal and the general
development of this branch of industry.

The electric power has undergone
great development over the years of
the 6th Five-year Plan with the build-
ing of new hydro-power and thermal-
power stations. During this five-year
period such major projects as the
«Light of the Party» hydro-power sta-
tion at Fierza, the electric power block,
etc have been commissioned, thereby
increasing the productive capacities
and the effectiveness of production of
this branch of industry.

The growth rates of the production
and consumption of electric industry
in Albania are among the highest in
the world. The People’s Socialist Re-
public of Albania is among the few
countries in the world today with an
active power balance which supplies
for all the country’s needs and creates
possibilities for the export of surpluses.

In its policy for the socialist in-
dustrialization of the country the PLA
has proceeded by the Marxist-Leninist
thesis that the power industry plays
the leading role in advancing techno-
logy and developing the industry and
the whole country, in general.

The achievements of the 6th Five-
vear Plan have great political and
economic importance, because they
were attained in particularly difficult
international conditions for Albania.
The results reached prove the cor-
rectness of the Marxist-Leninist line
and policy of the Party of Labour of
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Albania for the complete construction
of socialist society. They are the fruit
of the all-round efforts of the work-
ing masses to implement the tasks
set by the Parity and live up to the
valuable teachings of Comrade Enver
Hoxha.

The power industry enters the 7th
Five-year Plan (1981-1985) more pre-
pared, with a more reliable and power-
ful base. The 6th Five-year Plan fur-
ther strengthened the industry of the
country, especially the heavy industry
and, within it, the power industry,
assisting the accomplishment of the
great tasks set in the directives of
the 8th Congress of the Party for the
7th Five-year Plan.

The objectives of the 7th Five-year
Plan both for the power industry and
the other branches of the economy are
fully realizable, because they are based
on preliminary studies.

The main characteristic of this five-
year plan is that the tasks and objecti-
ves, as envisaged in the directives,
will be attained by relying entirely on
our own human, material and financial
resources. This is the first five-year
plan which is based completely on our
own forces. Nevertheless, the tasks set
and the development rates of the eco-
nomy, in general, and the power in-
dustry, in particular, are higher than
in the previous five-year plans. Prio-
rity will be given to the development
of the power industry to bring about
a high-rate increase of its production
in order to fully meet the needs of
the economy and the increase of ex-
ports. In 1985, as against 1980, oil ex-
traction will increase 538-60 per cent,
coal — 48 per cent and the production
of the electric industry — 16 per cent,
of which about 14 per cent by the
hydro-power stations.

In oil exiraction the sources under
exploitation and those discovered and
known, which have been tapped, will
constitute the main base for its deve-
lopment. Coal mining will be based
mainly on the exploitation existing as
well as the new mines. Likewise, the
fulfilment of tasks in the produc-
tion of power industry will be based
on the complete use of the existing
capacities of the hydro-power stations
and thermal-power stations, and, at
the same time, on the commissioning
of new power projects, especially the
hydro-power plants at Koman. The pro-

ductive capacities and the material-
technical base available guarantee the
realization of the major tasks set by
the 7th Five-year Plan.

The fulfilment of the important tasks
set by the 7ith Five-year Plan for
the development of industry in ge-
neral, and the power industry, in par-
ticular, face the workers, specialists
and cadres with many problems of
special economic, political, organiza-
tional and scientific importance.

The present stage of development of
our country, as well as the great tasks
laid down by the 8ih Congress of the
Party, dictate the need for the deepen-
ing of the technical-scientific revolu-
tion, require that scientific studies be
transformed into a general method
which should determine and precede
all work so as to assist the solution
of present and future problems with
effectivity., The People’s Socialist Re-
public of Albania has now a power-
ful material-technical base and capable
cadres and specialists who are in a
position to cope with the problems
emerging from the deepening of this
revolution in the field of the power
indusiry as well. .

The experience of the socialist cons-
truction in our country has taught us
that our economy has developed and
continues to develop by correctly com-
bining two roads — both the exten-
sive and intensive road of develop-
ment. The current five-year plan com-
bines these two roads even better, giv-
ing priority to the factors of intensive
development. This calls for powertul
reliance on science and technique.

In the context of the deepening of
the technical-scientific revolution the
problems of geology assume particular
importance. Speaking about this pro-
blem, Comrade Enver Hoxha has
emphasized that in order to strengthen
the economy further, to guarantee as
powerful a basis of raw and power
materials for industry as possible, a
particular role appertains to geology
which must precede the development
of industry and open new paths for
it. Geological work can go neither
by speculation nor by empirical me-
thods. For it to develop geological-
geophysical work must be raised to
a higher qualitative level and, on this
basis, generalizations made and new
oil and gas deposits discovered.

Attainment of objectives increasing
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oil and gas extraction from the deposits
under exploitation is possible only
through intensive development. This
requires, first of all, a rational exploi-
tauon of existing deposits. In coal min-
ing the main aiteniion has been fo-
cussed on the mines already under
exploitation and on building deep ver-
tical wells in time so as to cope with
the tasks of the future five-year plans
in advance and to prepare for the
exploitation of thin layers. All this calls
for all-round studies, designs and ge-
neralization in several sources and
thereby draw the relative conclusions.
In the development of electric power,
priority is given to production by the
hydro-power stations, both because of
the high efficiency of their production,
as well as the great possibilities due
to the hydro-power resources in which
our countiry is rich. The production of
electric power by thermal-power sta-
tions will also be increased up to the
complete utilization of their productive
capacities.

Albania is covered by a whole net-
work of power lines and sub-stations
linked with a single centre for the
whole Republic. This national grid and
sub-stations enable the unified mana-
gement and supply of electric power,
the preservation of all electric para-
metres down to the farthest consumer,
the cutting down on network losses
and the rational utilization of produc-
tion capacities.

The directives of the 8th Congress
of the Party for the 7th Five-year
Plan, along with the increase of power
production, set important tasks for the
thrifty use of electricity.

In the context of the measures for
strengthening thriftiness in the use of
energy resources, attention is paid, in
the first place, to the replacement of
liquid fuels with solid and gas fuels.
In order to cut on the consumption of
gasoil and raise work efficiently further,
oil- and gas-drilling rigs are being
reconstructed and equipped with elec-
tric outfits. These measures will cut
costs further and extend the active time
of the operation of drilling rigs.

The exploitation of secondary energy
components released in the course of
the technological process constitutes a
huge reserve for the rational utiliza-
tion of energy. Hence, tasks have been
set to use gases in coking factories
and blast furnaces, as well as in other
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projects. The workers of this sector
are faced with important tasks which
fall within the complex tasks of the
whole national economy.

The great energy crisis that has
swept the capitalist-revisionist world
today has raised a number of acute
problems. Energy problems today fi-
gure high on the agenda more than
at any other time. The bourgeois and
revisionist ideologists, proceeding from
their angle of seeing and assessing
things, propose very unpromising pros-
pects to the solution of the energy
problems in the future. The course of
the development of science through
history proves that mankind, in the
process of cognition and application
of the laws of nature, can penetrate
the unfathomable mysteries of nature
and discover new kinds of energy of
extremely high calorific values. The
crisis in the capitalist-revisionist
world, however, is linked by many
threads with the monetary crisis and
the two together, in the framework
of the general crisis of this socio-eco-
nomic system, concur to shatter the
foundations of the structure and su-
perstructure of the capitalist-revisionist
countries. The problem in the present
crisis is linked not just with the lack
of energy reserves, but goes deep into
the nature of the rotten capitalist-re-
visionist system and is made still more
acute by the global strategy of the
two superpowers which are bent on
hegemony and the exploitation of other
countries. .

Albania boasts many energy sources
(oil, gas, coal, and hydro-power re-

serves), which constitute one of its
greatest assefs. The hydro-power re-
serves of our couniry per capita of
population are among the highest in
Europe. The Party of Labour of Alba-
nia, implementing a correct and far-
sighted energy policy, has increased,
strengthened and further developed
the power sources of the country, for
which all the possibilities of their
further development in the future
exist.

The broad and thorough work of
our geologists and specialists to increase
geological reserves and discover new
sources of oil, gas and coal assumes
pariicular importance in this direc-
tion. The PLA has rejected the reactio-
nary and revisionist theories of the
internal and external enemies who
claimed that Albania had no energy
reserves, or if it had any, their extrac-
tion was not profitable. The practice
and the development of the oil industry
has proved that Albania is rich in oil
and gas, and that this branch of in-
dustry with the great investments the
state has made and is making, is and
remains a very profitable branch of
high interest for the strengthening of
the economy and the defence poten-
tial of the country. Studies carried
out by Albanian specialists show that
the hydro-power reserves of Albania
are several times as large as the fore-
cast estimates of the foreign specialists.
In their assessment of the oil and
hydro-power sources of our country,
the foreign specialists have deliberately
tried to create the conviction that Al-
bania has no prospects in this field.
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The Chinese revisionists who tried to
sabotage, among others, the construc-
tion of hydro-power stations on the
Drin River, also joined this all-round
and persistently hostile anti-Albanian
activity. However, the plans of our
enemies have been foiled thanks to
the consistent stand of principle of
our Party which turned down their
unbased and hostile suggestions.

With the efforts of the Albanian
specialists, with our technical-scientific
possibilities and means, we began the
designing and construction of big hydro-
power plants on our own. In the great
development program of the hydro-
power sources of our country, the Party
has also devoted its attention to small
and local sources, which have kept
increasing and part of which is linked
with the national energy system. Only
small part of them is under exploita-
tion now. Work for their complete use
will go on for some other decades,
both to meet the needs of the country
and to increase exports. Still more
energy reserves and sources will be
made available in the future.

The achievements and perspectives
in the successful development of the
power industry in the PSRA have
their roots in the correct policy of
the PLA and its consistent applica-
tion of the Marxist-Leninist thesis on
the priority development of the power
industry as a factor of particular im-
portance for the industrial develop-
ment of the country, the strengthening
of the socialist economy and the cons-
tant raising of the material and cul-
tural level of the people.
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THE CONSTRUCTION

OF SOCIALISM

IN THE COUNTRYSIDE
AND THE NARROWING

DOWN

OF DISTINCTIONS

BETWEEN CITY

AND COUNTRY .. sexo noss

The collectivization of agriculture in Albania opened broad horizons for
the all-round development of productive forces in the countryside. Thanks
to the new cooperativist order, the self-denying work of the working
peasantry and the all-round assistance of the socialist state, agricul-
ture has made great progress and life in the Albanian countryside has

been radically transformed

THE MANY YEARS' EXPERIENCE OF THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF
ALBANIA OF THE SOCJALIST REVOLUTION HAS FULLY PROVED THE
CORRECTNESS OF THE TEACHINGS OF MARXISM-LENINISM THAT THE
SOCIALIST TRANSFORMATION OF AGRICULTURE IS AN INDISPENSABLE
PROCESS FOR THE TRIUMPH OF THE NEW SOCIALIST ORDER. IN ITS
REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE FOR THE TRIUMPH OF SOCIALISM IN THE
COUNTRYSIDE, THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA HAS WORKED OUT
ITS STRATEGY AND TACTIC ON THE BASIS OF THE MARXIST-LENINIST
THEORY AND IMPLEMENTED THEM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CONCRETE
HISTORICAL CONDITIONS IN WHICH SOCIALISM IS BEING BUILT IN AL-
BANIA.

From the beginning of all its revolu-
tionary activity for the socialist trans-
formation of the countryside, the PLA
has hitherto constantly proceeded from
the fundamental principle of the unin-
DEKQO RUSI — P;ofessor, Dean df the
Faculty of Economics of the University
of Tirana.

terrupted strengthening of the alliance
between the working class and the
working peasantry — an indispensable
condition for the preservation and
strengthening of the dictatorship of the
proletariat and the construction of so-
cialism.

The socialist transformation of agri-

culture in our country raised the ques-
tion: What stand would be maintained
towards the big landowner-bourgeois
economies and the small economies of
the working peasants? The method of
revolutionary violence was to be used
towards the former, but the dictator-
ship of the proletariat could not use
this same method of revolutionary vio-
lence towards the peasantry — the ally
of the working class. The transformation
of the small private economies into
large-scale socialist economies could be
done only on the basis of the free will
of the peasants.

For the difficulties it entails and its
complexity, the solution of the agrarian
question requires a long period of time
over which the necessary ideological,
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political, economic and soeial conditions
mature for the transformation of small
cconomies into large-scale socialist eco-
nomies. This process in Albania went
through three phases: the phase of the
democratic transformation of the so-
cio-economic relations in the country-
side, the phase of the construction of
the economic base of socialism and the
phase of the complete construction of
socialism in the countryside, which is
still going on.

* *

Pre-Liberation Albania was a back-
ward agrarian country with 87.9 per cent
of its population engaged in agriculture.
Agriculture which accounted for 92.4
per cent of the national income, was
nevertheless, at a very low level of de-
velopment. The land was tilled with
primitive implements and at a very
backward agrotechnical level.

The causes of the great backwardness
of Albanian agriculture had to be sought
in the prevailing landowner-bYourgeois
relations of production, in the savage
exploitation of the peasants by the land-
owers, the local and foreign capitalists,
as well as in the anti-popular policy of
the ruling Zogite clique which expended
only 2 per cent of the state budget for
it, at a time when agriculture consti-
tuted the main branch of the economy
of the country.

Immediately after the overthrow of
the landowner-bourgeois rule and the
establishment of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, as a result of the triumph
of the people’s revolution, the Commu-
nist Party of Albania (today the Partvy
of Labour of Albania) had to fulfil an
age-old legitimate demand of the work-
ing peasantry — to be given back the
land usurped by the landowners and
the rich of the citv and country. In
the initial process of the revoluticnarv
transformation of the country the dicta-
torship of the proletariat resolved. in
the revolutionary road. one of the fun-
damental democratic demands that had
remained from the past — the solution
of the problem of the land for the
peasant by consistently imnlementing a
true agrarian reform. such as the working
peasantry had long been dreaming of.

The Land Reform was carried out
during the period from 1945 up to No-

vember 17, 1946, by consistently imple-
menting the principle that «the land
belongs to the tiller». The law envisaged
expropriation without exclusion and
compensation of all the land that was
not tilled by the owner. Working ani-
mals were expropriated along with the
land. The whole land fund was redis-
tributed in favour of the working peasan-
try. The land was given gratis tqo the
landless and landpoor peasanis. The
Reform limited the acres of each pea-
sant economy to five hectares. If the
peasant family had more than 5-6 peo-
ple, then an additional 0.5 hectare of
land was given for each family member
over the above limit.

As a result, the Land Reform expro-
priated the land of 8 114 big landowners,
of state and religious intitutions. The
partial expropriation of the land af-
fected an additional 10 617 peasant eco-
nomies, most of them being property
of rich peasants with land above the
allowed quota.

The Land Reform gave the land to
21544 landless peasant families and
48 667 peasant families with little land,
which, taken together, accounted for
about half of all the peasant families
at that time. Apart from the land, the
poor peasants received gratis from the
state 474 227 olive-trees, 5923 draught
and pack animals, vineyards, fruit plan-
tations. etec. Along with this, as early
as 1945, the people’s state power had
declared null and void all obligations
deriving from arrears in rents from
the former periods, annulled all the ar-
rears in debts of the peasants, nationa-
lized all irrigation sources and guaran-
teed their use by the peasantry free of
charge, etc.

The Law on the Land Reform pro-
hibited the sale, buying and leasing of
land to tenants and any other kind of
land speculation. The Law also barred
the richer economies from utilizing
hired labour. The Land Reform was
carried out in the conditions of a stern
class struggle. The committees of poor
peasants, which were set up in all the
villages and were led by the Party.
played an important role in breaking
down the dogged resistance of the over-
thrown classes during the implemen-
tation of the Land Reform in the coun-
tryside.

The L.and Reform, which was carried
out in the conditions of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat and which marks
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the «first revolution» in the socio-eco-
nomic relations of the countryside, had
important political, social and economic
consequences and played an important
role in developing the socialist revolu-
tion in the Albanian countryside fur-
ther.

The more important result of this
Reform was the profound transforma-
tion of the relations of land ownership,
the land being the main means of agri-
cultural production. By taking this de-
cisive step, the working class in allian-
ce with the working peasantry liquida-
ted the big feudal property of the land
— the economic base of the remnants
of feudalism in the countryside. Howe-
ver, this Reform went even further —
it also expropriated the land owned by
the bourgeoisie of the city and most of
the land owned by the rich peasantry.

The Land Reform brought about ra-
dical changes in the class structure of
the peasantry. Its main result was the
liquidation of the landowning class.
which was the most reactionary class
of the Albanian society. It also weaken-
ed to a great degree the positions of the
rich peasantry, greatly limited the ex-
ploitation of the labouring peasantry
on the part of the rich peasantry and
stemmed the process of disintegration
of peasant economies.

The position of the poor peasantry
changed in a direction diametrically op-
posed to that of the exploiting classes.
The poor peasaniry sirengthened its
economic positions, while the streng-
thening of its link with the working
class and the ideological influence of
the latter enhanced the authority of
the poor peasantrv and its role as the
most reliable support for the further
deepening of the revolution in the coun-
trystde, T

Great changes occurred among the
middle peasantry. Its numbers increased
as a result of the transition of part of
the former poor peasants to the eco-
nomic status of the middle peasant.
The redistribution of the land in fa-
vour of the working peasantry streng-
thened the economic positions of the
middle peasantry which received a con-
siderable part of the land through the
Land Reform.

The Land Reform, carried out in the
conditions of the dictatorship of the
proletariat in our country, differs in its",\
character, essence and motive forces,
from the land reforms carried out in



m—

ALBANIA TODAY

bourgeois countries. First of all, it
brought about essential changes in the
relations of land ownership which cons-
titutes the basis of the relations of
production in the countryside. Unlike
the bourgeois countries, in Albania the
old form of private land ownership
was not replaced with another. Regard-
less of its outward form, the Land Re-
form marked, in fact, the nationalization
of the land. Comrade Enver Hoxha
pointed out: «We carried out the Land
Reform. We did not say expressly that
the land was nationalized, but the Land
Reform says that nobody has the right
to sell or buy the land. This is a ques-
tion of principle on which the future
collectivization of agriculture is based.»!
Thus, the Land Reform comprised ele-
ments of an anti-capitalist character. It
led practically to the nationalization of
the land, although «..we did not carry
out this act expressly, and in the con-
ditions and circumstances of Albania
in that time, the Party acted well»?

With the successful accomplishment
of the Land Reform the stage of the
democratic transformation of the socio-
economic relations in the countryside
was realized in the revolutionary road.
The fulfilment of the tasks of this stage
was closely linked with and made abso-
lutely necessary the transition to the
next stage in the solution of ihe agra-
rian guestion — the stage of the cons-
truction of the economic base of socia-
lism, because the complete emancipa-
tion of the peasantry, just as of all the
working people of the country, could
be ensured only through deep-going
transformations of a socialist charac-
ter.

Marxism-Leninism has proven with
arguments and the practice of the so-
cialist construction in the PSR of Al-
bania shown that the economy of a
country in the conditions of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat cannot rely
for long on two opposing economic
bases: the large-scale socialist produc-
tion based on the social ownership of
means of production and the small pea-
sant economies based on the small pri-
vate property of the peasant of means
of production, which inevitably gives
birth to capitalist elements «perma-

n'ently, every day, every hour, sponta-
neously and on a large scale»?

The economic laws of the market
which bring about the unavoidable di-
sintegration of private peasant econo-
mies and give birth to elements of ca-
pitalism — rich peasants, on the one
hand, and impoverished peasanis, on the
other, operate in small-scale private pea-
sant economies. In the small-scale pri-
vate sector, the main economic laws
of socialism and, in particular, the fun-
damental economic law of socialism —
the laws of the proportional develop-
ment of the economy and that of the
concentration of production, the law of
socialist reproduction and accumulation,
etc. have no direct field of activity.

Being unable to apply modern techni-~
que on a large scale and to ensure a
broad socialist reproduction, small-scale
economies are unable to meet the de-
mands of industry and of the town
population for agricultural and livestock
products. This causes serious dispropor-
tions in the development of large-scale
industrial production which is based on
the socialist ownership of the means of
production, on the one hand, and the
agricultural production of small-scale
private peasant economies. Moreover,
the small-scale economies, economically
weak and unable to cope with the large
expenditure technical advance calls for,
cannot pull the peasant out of poverty
and the countryside out of economic,
social and cultural backwardness. Small-
scale private production, by linking the
peasant with his narrow interests, be-
comes a source for the birth of the
petty-bourgeois psychology with all the
dangerous consequences it entails for
the new socialist society.

In the above conditions, in the tfirst
stage of the construetion of the econo-
mic base of socialism, through the his-
torical period of the preservation of
small-scale peasant production, there is
a contradidtion between the most ad-
vanced political power, represented by
the dictatorship of the proletariat, and
the large-scale economy, which is creat-
ed through the revolutionary socializa-
tion of private capitalist enterprises, on
the one hand, and the mass of small-
scale peasant economies, based on small-
sized private property, on the other.
This contradiction poses a real threat
to the dictatorship of the proletariat
and the very destiny of the construction
of the socialist society. This contradic-
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tion can be resolved only by transform-
ing the small-scale peasant economies,
aiso, into large-scaie socialist economies.

1he setting out or the econcmies of
the poor and middle peasant on the
road of socialism cannot be done by
the same meinods as those used for
the socialization of tne capitalist eco-
nomies. The working peasantry is the
ally of the proletariat. The sound alli-
ance of the working class with the work-
ing peasantry is an imperative for the
dictatorship of the proletariat; any in-
fringement of this alliance, no matter
how slight, threatens the basis of this
dictatorship. In these circumstances, the
socialist transformation of the small-
scale peasant economies can be achie-
ved only through the voluntary union
of individual economies in big socia-
list economies based on the experience
of social collective work.

The long revolutionary experience of
the PLA has proved in theory and prac-
tice the correctness of the Marxist-Le-
ninist thesis that the only correct form
to introduce the main mass of the
peasantry into the road of socialism is
the voluntary union of small-scale pea-
sant economies in large-scale socialist
economies in the forms of cooperatives
of production. All these circumstances
make the collectivization of agriculture
a general law of the construction of
socialism in the countryside and of the
correct and complete solution of the
agrarian question.

The program of the PLA for the so-
cialist transformation of the country-
side was worked out and implemented
on the basis of Lenin’s plan for coope-
ration which is a component part of
Lenin’s plan for the construction of the
socialist society.

Unlike the other revolutions, which
only replaced one form of private ow-
nership with another, the socialist re-
volution, after destroying in the revo-
lutionary road the capitalist relations
of exploitation, established relations of
a new type which are the opposite of
the former. In these circumstances, these
relations do not and cannot emerge
spontaneously from the old bourgeois
society, as the modern revisionists —
Soviet, Yugoslav, Chinese, Euro-com-
munist and others, make out. For this
purpose, the resistance of the over-
thrown classes has to be broken down,
the bourgeois and petty-bourgeois left-
overs in the consciousness of the small
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producers have to be eliminated, an
uninterrupted struggle against market
spontaneity has to be waged and large-
scale social production, etc has to be
created. This deep-going economic and
social transformation canno{ be reali-
zed without the existence of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat and the so-
cialist social ownership of the main
means of production.

In the long and complicated process
of the socialist transformation of the
small-scale peasant economies the PLA
has consistently proceeded from the
principle of rigorously respecting the
free will of the working peasants, either
in their joining collective socialist eco-
nomies or in the whole successive pro-
cess of the strengthening and perfec-
ting of socialist collective property. This
stand of the working class and its
Party is due to the nature of the poor
and middle peasantry as a stratum of
working people exploited by the lan-
downers and the bourgeoisie, as the
natural and indispensable allies of the
proletariat in the revolution.

In defending the principle of the vo-
luntary union of the peasantry in co-
operatives of production, the PLA has
combated any violation of this principle
considering it as a threat to the very
base of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat. However, while rejecting any
violation of the principle of free will
in the question of collectivization, the
Party has alsorefuted the theories and
practices of the revisionists who advo-
cate the complete spontaneity of this
process, renunciation of the leading role
of the working class, its help and
support for the peasantry in creating
the objective and subjective conditions
for the gradual transformation of the
small-scale peasant economies into lar-
ge-scale socialist economies, by means
of their collectivization.

In the conditions of small-scale pea-
sant economies based on small private
property, spontaneity leaves the way
open for the uncontrolled operation of
the economic laws of goods production
which lead to the development of ca-
pitalist elements in the economy. The
negative experience of the restoration
of capitalism in the countries ruled by
the revisionists is proof, by the opposi-
te, of the correctness of this fundamen-
tal thesis of Marxism-Leninism,

Over the whole period from the es-
tablishment of the dictatorship of the

proletariat to the collectivization of
small-scale peasant economies, sound
economic links must be established bet-
ween socialist state enterprises and the
mass of the small-scale economies of
individual peasants. Among the form
more suitable and readily acceptable for
the peasantry are the market links
established through the exchange of
goods from the city — the production
of socialist industry, with the goods
produced by the small-scale individual
economies. But while embarking on this
course, the PLA took, at the same time,
a number of measures which limited
the free private market and were in-
tended to obstruct the channels that
led to the birth of capitalist elements
conditioned by small-scale private pro-
perty and the operation of the law of
value, inevitable concomitants of the
private goods production and market.
The restriction of the market spon-
taneity in our countryside was done
through the creation of buying-and-
selling cooperatives which were set up
in 1946 and not only as a means for
the education of the peasantry with the
collectivist socialist psychology, but also
as economic levers to limit market
spontaneity, to limit capitalist private
trade and to broaden the sphere of
activity of organized socialist trade.

With the development of the process
of the socialist transformation of the
country, the forms of direct productive
links by means eof contracts between
city and country, socialist industry and
agricultural economies, emerged to the
foreground.

The creation and strengthening of
the cooperativist order has been achie-
ved in stern class struggle against the
pressure of the capitalist elements in
the countryside which, despite the
heavy blows it had been dealt at as
a result of the revolutionary measure
of the socialist state, could not be to-
tally liquidated as long as the small-
scale economies of peasants and the
private market were maintained. Du-
ring this period the struggle between

the two roads of development — the
socialist road and the capitalist road,
took place.

In its revolutionary policy for the
socialist transformation of agriculture
the PLA has always maintained a
correct class stand towards the diffe-
rent strata of the peasantry. All-round
assistance for the poor peasantry, as
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the main support for the working class,
and assistance of the middle peasan-
try, have been followed by uncompro-
mising struggle against capitalist ele-
ments. Right from the beginning a
number of measures were taken for
the economic restriction of capitalist
elements, which curbed their exploi-
ting tendencies and drew the greater
part of accumulation from the richer
economies.

The weakening of the positions of
the bourgeoisie of the countryside was
also ensured through the resolute mea-
sures the Party and the government
took for its political isolation. For this
purpose, among other things, a special
decision was taken thereby barring the
kulaks from participation in the ranks of
the Democratic Front, a measure which
bought about their complete isolation
in the political life of the country in
the conditions in which, after the es-
tablishment of the people’s state power,
there was no political organization apart
from the Democratic Front.

All these revolutionary measures
brought about the constant economic
weakening and political isolation of
the rich peasantry. However, for the
kulaks to be liquidated as a class, spe-
cial socio-economic conditions had to
be created, and in the first place the
causes which gave birth to capitalism
and which stemmed from the small-
scale goods production, the private mar-
ket, etc., had to be done away with.
This historic task could be carried out
only after the complete transformation
of small-scale economies into sccialist
economies based on social ownership
of means of produclion and the closing
of all paths that led to capitalism. The
main method to achieve the liguida-
tion of the kulaks as a class, says J.V.
Stalin, is the method of mass collec-
tivization.

The broad masses of the working
peasantry were aroused in the irrecon-
cilable struggle against the capitalist ele-
ments in the countryside. This struggle
strengthened more and more the political
and ideological consciousness of the
poor peasantry, consolidated the allian-
ce of the working class with the wor-
king peasantry. In this struggle the
working peasantry liberated itself from
the influence of the bourgeoisie and its
ideology and began to lean more and
more to the socialist road of deve-
lopment of the countryside as the only
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road to emerge from poverty and back-
wardness.

In opposilion to these teachings of
Marxism-Leninism, in the struggle bhet-
ween the socialist road and the capi-
talist road of the development of the
countryside, the modern revisionists
have always supported the capitalist
road. Having the perpetualion of capi-
talist relations in the countryside as
their objective, the revisionists of the
countries Where before the revisionist
counter-revolution in the collectiviza-
tion of the countryside had not been
accomplished, created all the conditions
for capitalism to flourish. Through the
concentration of the land in the hands
of the bourgeoisie of the countryside,
the fiscal policy, the granting of cre-
dits, technical aid, ete. in favour of the
kulaks, they have assisted in streng-
thening capitalist relations and impo-
verishing and ruining the broad pea-
sant masses, by all manner of means.
In the Soviet Union, where the collecti-
vization of agriculture had been com-
pleted, the modern revisionists, bent
on re-establishing capitalism in the
countryside, too, liquidated the MTS
(Machine and Tractor Stations). turned
the means of production of agriculture
into market commodity, left all paths
open to the capitalist market and took
a number of measures which facilita-
ted the emergence of the bourgeoisie
of the collective farms and consolidated
its positions.

With the embarking of the labouring
peasantry en masse on the socialist road
through the collectivization of indivi-
dual economies, our counirv made a
turn which was realized only throuch
a long and patient work of convincing
the peasants about the undisputable su-
periorities of large-scale collective so-
cialisl economies over small-scale indi-
vidual production. «We must give the
peasant., Who not only in our country,
but all over the world is practicallv and
realisticallv minded.» says T.enin «con-
crete examples to prove that the com-
mune is better than any other thine»4
Such' concrete examples and. at the
same time, pioneers of =ocialism in
the countryside. became the first seven
cooperatives of agricullural pnroduction
that were set up in 1946 with the more
revolutionary elements of the neasan-
trv as well as the state farms and
the Machine and Tractor Stations
which became basis for the powerful

support of the socialist state in our
countryside.

Proceeding from the ILeninist prin-
ciple that «every social order is born
only with the financial assistance of a
definite class»5, our Party, in the pro-
cess of the socialist transformation of
the countryside, has instructed the state
cadres to provide constant economic,
political and organizational assistan-
ce for the creation, strengthen-
ing and broadening of the coopera-
tivist movement in the -countryside.
The accomplishment of this task was
closely linked, in the first place, with
the priority development of socialist
industry and especially of the branches
of heavy industry as the material and
technical base on which the whole
socio-economic socialist order develops.
Only a powerful socialist industry is
able to provide technical equipment
for the countryside, and this is an in-
dispensable material condition for the
development of the productive forces
and the growth of the productivity of
labour in agricultural cooperatives, and
for enabling them to show the supe-
riority of the large-scale socialist eco-
nomy over the small-scale individual
production of peasants. On the other
hand, the strengthening and develop-
ment of socialist industry is organically
linked with the quantitative and qua-
litative development of the dictatorship
of the proletariat, the basis for the
construction of socialism, in general,
including the deep-going transformation
of the countryside.

In the long historical process of the
construction of socialism in our coun-
try the Party of Labour of Albania has
worked to establish as correct a ratio
as possible in the development of in-
dustry and agriculture, with great care,
and has considered it a question of
principle, a fundamental problem for
every country that seis out on the road
of socialism and especially for those
countries in which the peasantrv cons-
titutes the broadest social class and
agriculture the basis of production.
Proceeding from the teachings of Marx-
ism-TLeninism, our Partv has always
considered industry the leading force
of the whole process of socialist cons-
truction and development of the coun-
trv. Proof of this assessment is our
powerful, modern and multi-hranched
industry which has been set un and
which, from a weak basis inherited
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from the past, and in the epoch of
socialism, today produce 130 times more
than in 1938. However, without losing
sight, even for a moment, of this funda-
mental principle, the Parly has con-
sistently combated the anti-Marxist
stands and views of the modern revi-
sionists who, turning back to the so-
called theory of productive forces, re-
commend to the proletariat of the deve-
loping countiries to wait for centuries
until heavy industry is developed in
their countries and only then carry
out the socialist revolution and the so-
cialist transformation of peasant eco-
nomies. Our Party has rejected these
revisionist views and, while giving prio-
rity to the rapid development of so-
cialist industry, has not delayed the
collectivization of agriculture on a large
scale. On the contrary, these two pro-
cesses have gone hand in hand and com-
plemented each other, being mutually
interconnected. The triumph of the PLA
in its plan of the socialist transforma-
tion of the countryside proved to the
hilt the correciness of the general
Marxist-Leninist line for the consiruec-
tion of socialism.

The rapid development of socialist
industry and its commanding position
in the economy created the preliminary
conditions for the socialist state to give
an all-round aid, with all political
and economic means, with organiza-
tional measures and cadres, to the
development of agriculture, to prepare
the objective and subjective factors for
the gradual introduction of the small-
scale peasant economies into the socia-
list road. For this purpose, the socialist
state emploved its powerful levers —
socialist industry, finances, the system
of procurement for surplus agricultural
nroducts, planning, as well as the state
farms and the machine and tractor sia-
tions.

The state farms, built on a higher
form of socialist ownership. became a
powerful support of the socialist state
in the field of agriculture. In striving
for the creation and strengthening of
the socialist state sector in agriculture,
the Party followed Lenin’s teachings
that «the state economyv set itself the
task of gradually teaching the pea-
santrv how to create a new order,‘ the
order of common labour. in which a
handfil of rich neonle will never emer-
ge a<ain to ovnress the mass of the
poor peasantry..»8
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The creation of new relations in agri-
cultural production coincides with the
respective level of development of pro-
ductive forces. The uninterrupted
growth of crop yields cannot be attai-
ned without introducing mechanized
means on a large scale, without apply-
ing modern agrotechnics. This problem
became even more acute in the con-
ditions in which agriculture in our
country had inherited a very low ma-
terial and technical level from the past.
In these conditions the state power of
the working class had to accomplish
the historic task of technical equip-
ping the Albanian agriculture through-
out. The concentration of the princi-
pal means of production in the hands
of the state through the MTS created
conditions for all the cooperatives to
equally utilize modern technique, and
this barred all paths to the sponta-
neous development and economic diffe-
rentation of individual cooperatives.

After the completion of the collec-
tivization of our agriculture in all the
country the MTS remained the princi-
pal form of stable production links
between the socialist state industry and
the agricultural cooperatives, for the
co-ordination and harmonization of the
interests of peasant collectives united
in cooperatives with those of society.
In the conditions of socialism the MTS
are the material and technical-indus-
trial base of the cooperativist produc-
tion, an economic support for the fruit-
ful cooperation of the working class
with the cooperativist peasantry for
the uninterrupted development of the
socialist economy, in general. This has
become the more reliable and stable
basis for the alliance of the working
class with the working peasantry. These
factors explain the reason why the
modern revisionists, among other things,
proceeded towards the re-establishment
of capitalist relations and the opening
of the way for the unrestrained ope-
ration of the economic laws of capita-
lism in agriculture, too, precisely by
dismantling the MTS and allowing the
free sale of tractors and other prin-
cipal means of production.

Of great help to the working pea-
santry of our country has been the co-
lossal expenditure of the socialist state
for the all-round development of agri-
culture and the raising of the econo-
mic material and cultural level of the
peasant masses. Major investments have

been made for land reclamation, drai-
nage and irrigation, for opening up new
land, for building fruit-tree plantation
and vineyards, for the improvemenl of
the breed of cattle, etc. Huge funds
have been allocated to linking all agri-
cultural cooperatives with motor roads,
for the extension of the electric and
telephone network to all villages, for
the development of education, culture
and sanitation. From a rough calcu-
lation it emerges that during the pe-
riod 1950-1980 our socialist state has
invested more than 7 billion new leks
in agriculture. It has also taken mea-
sures from time to time in favour of
agricultural cooperatives by raising pri-
ces for the purchase of agricultural
and livestock products from coopera-
tivist economies, as well as by redu-
cing prices for the sale of farming ma-
chines, chemical fertilizers, insecticides,
selected seed, breed animals, wetc. A
number of measures were taken, like-
wise, to reduce tariffs for the work
performed by the MTS in agricultural
cooperatives. Even more imvoortant mea-
sures have been adopted in favour of
mountainous cooperatives. These mea-
sures of an all-round character helped
create the objective and subjective con-
ditions to bring about the great change
of setting the mass of the peasantry
on the road of socialism through collec-
tivization, as well the constant econo-
mic and organizational strengthening
of agricultural cooveratives and the
systematic raising of the material and
cultural level of the working peasantry
of our country.

* *

The socialist transformation of agri-
culture, the main and more complex
link of which being the collectivization
of the small-scale economies of the
working peasantry, is a relatively long
and difficult process. Relying firmly
on the Marxist-Leninist theory and led
by the teachings of Comrade Enver
Hoxha, the PLA carried out this trans-
formation of decisive importance for
the fates of socialism in our country
with complete success. In this «second
revolution in agrarian relations> the
Party had to blaze new paths in the
implementing of the general laws of the
proletarian revolution and socialist
construction. Both' in the practice of
the establishment of new, socialist re-
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lations in the countryside and in their
uninterrupted development and perfec-
ting in accordance with the concrete
historical conditions of the socialist re-
volution in our country, original solu-
tions have been found to such pro-
blems and the definition of the forms
and rates of collectivization of the
countryside, the forms and methods of
eliminating the class of the village
bourgeoisie (kulaks), the problem of
the form and method of nationa-
lizing the land, the ways to bringing
cooperativist property closer to socia-
list state property, etc while, at the sa-
me time, strengthening and cementing
the alliance of the working class with the
working peasantry. The profound theo-
retical argumertation of the above pro
blems, as well as of many others emer-
ging from the practical revolulionary
activity of the construction of socialism
in our country, have found their em-
bodiment in the strategy and tactics
of the Party of Labour of Albania and
in the Works of Comrade Enver Hoxha,
have further enriched and developed
the treasury of Marxism-Leninism.

In the concrete historical conditions
of our country, the highest form of
cooperation of peasant economies, na-
mely, the agricultural cooperative, be-
came right at the beginning the main
form of cooperation, although in the
first stage of collectivization lower
forms of cooperation also were practi-
sed, such as that of collectives working
the land jointly. However, these forms
were not applied on a large scale be-
cause the mass of the working pesantry
adopted the highest form of coope-
ration.

The agricultural cooperatives were set
up on the basis of common social ow-
nership of the main means of produc-
tion and distribution according to the
quantity and quality of work done by
each cooperative member in the com-
mon economy. After a careful study of
the problem on the basis of the tea-
chings of Marxism-Leninism and of
the concrete historical conditions in
which the socialist transformation of
the Albanian countryside was taking
place, our Party chose the agricultural
cooperative as the main form of draw-
ing the working peasantry into the road
of collectivization.

Of particular interest for Marxist-
Leninist theoretical thinking and revo-
lutionary practice is the original solu-
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tion the PLA found to the problem of
the rates and stages of collectivization
of agriculture in Albania. The collec-
tivization of agriculture in our coun-
try, which was characterized by high
rates in constant rise, after an all-
round preparation of objective and su-
bjective, political and ideological, eco-
nomic, organizational and other con-
ditions, went through t{wo main stages.
In each of them the plan of the Party
for the socialist transformation of the
countryside set concrete tasks and re-
lative measures for their fulfilment,
These stages were seen as an integral
process with sound political, ideological
and economic objectives, principles and
criteria, while at the same time, wa-
ging a resolute struggle against all ma-
nifestations of or tendencies to infrin-
ging, no matter how little, the general
line for the consiruction of socialism
in the countryside. In this historical
process all tendencies to skipping the
stages, to hurrying through the creation
of new cooperatives inconsiderately and
prematurely, as well as the sporadic
tendencies to marking time or holding
up the setting up of new cooperatives
and their economic and organizational
strengthening, when all the necessary
conditions had matured, were resolu-
tely combated.

The fundamental task of the first
stage of collectivization, which appro-
Xximately comprises the period 1946-
1955, was that of preparing the objec-
tive and subjective conditions for the
mass collectivization of peasant eco-
nomies. In compliance with this task,
the PLA issued the basic directive for
this stage, namely, that «we must
neither be hasty, nor mark time in the
collectivization of agriculture». The
objeclive of the Party during this about
ten-year-long preparatory period was
that, while taking all the necessary po-
litical, economic and organizational
measures to assist the first agricultural
cooperatives, the latter should be ena-
bled to show in practice, through their
concrete example, the superiority of the
socialist cooperativist order over the
capitalist economies and the individual
fragmented economies. This stage was
also to serve the Party to accumu-
late experience and the necessary means
so as to take quicker steps for the mass
collectivization of the countryside later.
During this stage the necessary measu-
res were taken for the political iso-

lation and economiec restriction of ku-
laks, etc. All these measures together
prepared the objective and subjective
conditions to go over to the second
stage of collectivization of agriculture.

In the second stage of the collecti-
Vization of agriculture in our country,
which comprises the period 1955-1960,
the peasantry set out en masse on the
road of collectivization. Marx says, «For
collective work to replace work on
small plots, the form of private appro-
priation, two things are needed: the
economic necessity of this transforma-
tion and the material conditions for its
implementation.»’ By 1955 both «the
economic necessity» and «the material
conditions» had matured for the com-
plete collectivization of agriculture. In
this period the high-rate development
of socialist industry began to be se-
riously hampered by an agriculture the
development rates of wWhich were lower
than those of industry, because the
small-scale individual economies of
peasants, which accounted for most of
agricultural production, could not ensu-
re an extended reproduction to the ex-
tent required by the harmonious deve-
lopment of the productive forces of the
country, in general. These dispropor-
tions could be eliminated only by en-
suring higher development rates for
extended reproduction in agriculture,
too, which could be done through the
transformation of the mass of peasant
economies into large-scale socialist coo-
perated economies capable of making
effective use of modern technique and
agrotechnics.

In this period the political, social and
economic conditions for stepping up the
rates of collectivization of agriculture
had also matured. The strengthening
of the leadership of the Party and the
people’s state power and their increased
influence on the masses of working
peasants, the consolidation of the al-
liance of the working class with the
peasantry, the actual restriction of the
kulak class, the strengthening of the
MTS and the expansion of the econo-
mic possibilities to help the peasantry,
the experience gained by the existing
agricultural cooperatives, as well as
the good example they set, the streng-
thening of the internal and external
situation of the Republic — all these
factors were decisive in assisting our
country to step up the rate of collecti-~
vization of agriculture.
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The various measures of the Party
and state over the preparatory period
of the mass collectivization of the pea-
santry, as well as the successes achie-
ved 1n all fields, by 1955, brought about
a radical change in tne stand of the
large masses of peasants towards co-
llectivization, which was expressed in
the increased application on their part
to be admitted to the cooperatives. Thus,
while in about one decade (1946-1954)
only 150 agricultural cooperatives were
set up all over the country, in 1955 the
number of new cooperatives was 168,
and during the 5 first months of 1956
it rose to 376,

All this prove thoroughly that the
broad masses of the working peasantry
were already convinced about the ad-
vantage of uniting in large-scale coo-
perativist economies. The middle pea-
sants also began to enter these coope-
ratives en masse. This marked a radical
turn in the coperativist movement, the
beginning of a new qualitative advance
in the rates of collectivization. Procee-
ding from the analysis of the new con-
ditions created, the 3rd Congress of the
PLA issued the directive for speeding
up collectivization rates, so that the
collectivization of agriculture be com-
pleted in all lowland areas and in
most hilly areas within 1960. The Party
called on all cadres that, while working
to step up collectivization rates, they
rigorously respect the principle of free
will, allowing no form of dictate or
pressure on the peasants, this being
an indispensable condition for streng-
thening the alliance of the working
class with the working peasantry and,
on this basis, for consolidating the coo-
perativist order in the countryside.

Life fully indicated the correctness
of the orientations of the Party. The
working  peasantry  enthusiastically
adopted the program of the 3rd Con-
gress for the stepping up of colleclivi-
zation rates. By the end of 1959, that
is, one year ahead of the time set, the
collectivization of agriculture was ac-
complished with success in the low-
lands and in most of the hilly areas
of the country. By the end of 1960,
71.3 per cent of peasant economies and
85.1 per cent of the arable land was
included in agricultural cooperatives.
However, for the complete collectivi-
zation of agriculture, this process had
to be carried through to the end in
the mountainous areas, too. Special
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work was needed to prepare the neces-
sary conditions for this purpose.

By 1967 the last peasant economies
of the remote mountain areas joined
the agricultural cooperatives. Thus the
program of the Party for the complete
collectivization of agriculture was fully
realized. All this proved in practice
that the new socialist relations could
be established in the countryside re-
gardless of terrain, economic, level,
habits, customs, etc. This great suc-
cess of the policy of the Party for the
complete collectivization of agriculture
became a powerful base not only for
narrowing down essential distinctions
between town and countryside, in ge-
neral, but also between the peasantry
in the mountains and in the lowlands.

The complete collectivization of agri-
culture in the PSR of Albania marked
the most radical change in the socio-
economic relations of our countryside.
The complete transformation of tens of
thousands of private peasant economies
into large-scale socialist cooperativist
economies was achieved within about
two decades. The collectivization of
agriculture created the socio-economic
conditions for the liquidation of the
exploitation of the working peasantry,
for the complete liquidation of capital-
ist elements in the countryside. By
affirming the socialist relations in the
countryside, it engured the necessary
socio-economic conditions so as to bar
all paths to the emergence of capitalist
economies in the countryside.

With the completion of the socialist
collectivization of all small-sized pea-
sant economies, a single economic base
was created both in town and coun-
tryside, the economic base of socialism,
as the only prevailing economic system
was set up. This marked the complete
disappearance of the contrast between
town and countryside on the socio-eco-
nomic plane, established new relations
of social equality, collaboration and mu-
tual assistance in all fields, and enabled
the peasantry to march together with
the working class towards the complete
construction of socialist society.

The complete collectivization of agri-
culture brought about deep-going trans-
formations of the very class essence of

the peasantry. Instead of the stratum
of small, middle and poor proprietors of
the countryside, the new cooperativist
peasantry emerged as one class, born
as a result of the establishment of
new, socialist relations of production,
based on socialist common group pro-
perty of the main means of production.
With the change in the relations of
ownership and the character of work,
the mentality of the broad mass of
peasants began to change, too. Favou-
rable soil was created for the eradica-
tion of religious prejudices, old back-
ward customs and habits which charac-
terized the peasantry in the past.

The completion of the collectiviza-
tion of agriculture and the profound
transformation made in the essence
and nature of the peasantry as a class,
laid the socio-economic foundations to
raise the militant alliance of the work-
ing class with the cooperativist pea-
santry to a new higher level, and ce-
ment it further as the powerful basis
for the uninterrupted development of
the construction of socialism and com-
munism with the working class, led by
the Party of Labour of Albania, at
the head.

The triumph of the policy of the PLA
for the collectivization of agriculture
is a living proof which refutes the reac-
tionary and anti-Marxist essence of the
theories and practices of the modern
revisionists who, in fact, negate the Le-
ninist theory of the collectivization of
agriculture as a general law of the
construction of socialism. With their
anti-Marxist theories and practices the
modern revisionists have plunged the
peasantry of the countries, in which they
rule, even deeper in the mire of capital-
ism. In these countries the laws of capi-
talism find a free field of operation in
the countryside, too, thereby constantly
deepening the impoverishment of the
working peasantry, the economic dif-
ferentiation of the countryside, the
contradiction between town and coun-
tryside, and all the other contradictions
typical of the capitalist mode of pro-
duction.

The collectivization of agriculture in
Albania opened broad horizons for the
all-round development of productive
forces in the countryside. Thanks to
the new cooperativist order, the self-
denying work of the working pea-
santry and the all-round assistance of
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the socialist state, agriculture has ma-
de great progress and life in the Al-
banian countryside has been. radically
transformed.

Major, deep-going quantitative and
qualitative changes have taken place
in our agriculture during a relatively
short historical period. The acreage
of arable land has increased 2.4 fold
compared with the pre-Liberation pe-
riod, all swamps and marches which
extended over tens of thousands of
hectares, were drained; from 1946 to
1978 about 48500 hectares of land
were reclaimed and another 186 400
improved; a whole irrigation system
capable of supplying regular irriga-
tion for more than 52 per cent of the
arable land has been set up. This
puts Albania in the first place in
Europe in regard to irrigated arable
land.

Important steps have been taken in
the mechanization of farm work.
From about 30 tractors our agricul-
ture had in 1938, today in the fields
of our country work more than 18000
tractors of 15 HP, or 4 times as many
as in 1960. As a result now many work
processes in agriculture are mecha-
nized completely or to a large degree.
Our industry supplies agriculture with
large quantities of chemical fertili-
zers, with about 145 kg of active
matter per hectare, as against 3 kg of
active matter per hectare in 1950. In-
secticides, herbicides, etc., with which
our agriculture is being provided in
ever increasing quantities, are employed
extensively.

A one-sided primitive agriculture was
replaced with an advanced multi-bran-
ched agriculture, in conformity with the
soil and climatic conditions of the coun-
try, thus, ensuring the development of
agriculture, not only in the lowlands,
which occupy about 15 per cent of the
area of the Republic, but also in the hilly
and mountainous areas. In this manner
the directive of the Party, «Let us stick
to mountains and hillsides and make
them as fertile as the lowlands» is im-
plemented. Along with the numerical
increase of livestock, the improvement
of breeds has also undergone great
development. Today the thorough-bred
or cross-bred cattle account for 100 per
cent of all their number in state farms
and 77 per cent in agricultural coope-
ratives. Considerable development has
also been made in the production of
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industrial crops, fruits, etc. A valuable
contribution te the rapid development
of agriculture has been made by thous-
ands of farming specialists trained dur-
ing the years of the people’s state
power. As against some dozens of
specialists of higher training our coun-
try had before Liberation, 5084 had fi-
nished higher argicultural education and
16 952 medium agricultural education
up till 1978.

These radical transformations, the
emergence and operation of new so-
cial and material factors in the coun-
tryside, have created the objetive and
subjective conditions to increase crop
and livestock yields and the general
agricultural and livestock production
at high rates. Compared with 1938, the
average yield of wheat per hectare has
increased more than 3.5 times, that of
maize more than 3 times, ets. Through
the rapid increase of crop yields and
the extension of the sown acreage, our
agriculture today produces about 5 ti-
mes more bread grain than in the pre-
war period. Likewise, total agricultural
production is 5 times greater than that
of the period before Liberation. Al-
though the population of our country
has grown more than 2.5 times as
against the pre-Liberation period, to-
tal agricultural production per head of
population today is twice as high. For
the sixth year in succession our agri-
culture produces all the quantity of
bread grain needed to meet all the
needs of the population: rezerves of
bread grain have been ensured and cer-
tain quantities of bread grain have
been exported. The achievement of self-
sufficiency in bread grain is another
great victory of the political and econo-
mic line of the Party for the construe-
tion of socialism. It strengthens the in-
dependence of the country as regards
the most important item of consump-
tion of the population and the most im-
portant factor for the development of
the other branches of agriculture -and
livestock-farming. .

Sticking faithfully to the teachings of
Marxism-Leninism, the Party of Labour
of Albania in all its activity has aimed
at creating the conditions needed for
the all-round raising of the material and
cultural level of the countrvside on the
basis of development of the productive
forces of the countryside -and the new,
socialist relations of production, so as to
bring the level of the village ever

closer to that of the city in all fields.
In all its activity, the Party has pro-
ceeded from Comrade Enver Hoxha’s
instruction that «Socialism is not built
only in the town, just for the working
class, but also in the countryside and
for the peasantry as well»8 With the
complete collectivization of agriculture,
the Albanian peasantry emerged from
the poverty, exploitation and ignorance
inherited from the old feudal-bourgeois
order. The electrification of all villages
has been completed, and has been ex-
tended to all the villages. Schools, cul-
tural institutions, such as centres of
culture, clubs, créches and kindergar-
tens, messes, health and trade facilities,
exist in all villages. The way of living
in the countryside has changed in a way
that could not be imagined in the past.
In the years of the people’s state power
about 200 000 new houses were built in
the countryside — enough to accom-
modate Albania’s entire population in
1938. The villages of the Republic de-
velop according to regulation plans of
which the conditions of living in the
countryside are intended to be brought
as close as possible to those of the city.

Another direction which shows the
narrowing down of the essential distinc-
tions between town and countryside are
the measures taken by the socialist
state in favour of the cooperativist
peasantry, the development of educa-
tion and culture in the countryside, the
institution of pensions for the coope-
rativists and the subsequent equaliza-
tion of the' criteria of their application
to those of the working people of the
city.

The improvement of the material and
cultural well-being of the peasantry and
the narrowing down of the essential
distinctions between city and country
are also expressed in the high growth
rates  of the real income per capita of
the peasantry as- against the working
people “of the city. In 1970, compared
with 1960, the real income per capita
in the countryside grew 1.4 times more
rapidly than in the town, and in - the
5th and 6th- Five-year Plans (1971-1980)
they - rose  twice as- quickly. The same
rate is foreseen under the 7th Five-
yvear Plan (1981-1985).- All: this has ena-
bled the gradual narrowing down of
the distinctions in-the real income per
capita between town and countryside.
The real income bver capita in
the countryside in 1960 was equal to 65
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per cent of the real income per
per capita in the city, but it rose to 71
in 1975 and 80 per cent in 1980. At the
same time, as a result of differentiated
measures in favour of cooperatives in
mountainous areas, the distinctions in
the level of development between the
laiter and the cooperatives in thelow-
lands are being steadily narrowed
down.

* *

Along with the socialist transforma-
tion of agriculture and the whole eco-
nomy of the country the process of
transition to the stage of the complete
construction of socialist society goes on
uninterruptedly. This process involves
the solution of a number of important
problems connecled with the raising of
the relations of production and the pro-
ductive forces to a new higher level
The further deepening of the processes
of socialist transformation, the transi-
tion to the stage of the construction of
communism, must lead to such a level
of development in which, first, the eli-
mination of distinctions between the
working class and the cooperativist pea-
santry is attained, second, essential so-
cio-economic distinctions between town
and countryside are eliminated.

The fundamental direction in the
development of = productive forces In
agriculture, in the elimination of the
essential socio-economic distinctions
between town and countryside, goes
through the further continuation of in-
tensification of agriculture in the low-
lands, in the hilly and mountainous
areas, by raising crop and livestock
vields ever higher. The fulfilment of
this task is linked not only with the
further expansion and strengthening of

the material and technical base of agri-

culture, but also  with . the raising
of its efficiency, with a ‘better combi-
nation of the material and technical
base, with the increase of live work and
the application of scientific innovations,
as main links-and reserves for the in-
crease of agricultural and livestock pro-
duction. At the same time, another so-
urce for the increase of production re-
mains the extension and -systematiza-
tion of the arable land; the opening up
of new land, especially in the hilly
and mountainous areas.
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This program for the rapid deve-
lopment of our socialist agriculture con-
stitutes the groundwork of the 7th
Five-year Plan (1981-1985) for the de-
velopment of the economy and culture
of the PSR of Albania. It is envisaged
that under the Tth Five-year Plan the
agricultural production will grow at an
annual average of 30-32 per cent as
against the 6th Five-year Plan, and 90
per cent of the increase will be ensu-
ved through higher yields.

In the Tth Five~year Plan, too, the
main task remains the production of
bread grain which for the five years
taken together will increase about 20
per cent over the 6th Five-Year Plan.
The directives of the 8th Congress of
the PLA for the 7th Five-year Plan
call for a better assessment of the im-
portance of industrial crops and taking
all the necessary measures for rapidly
increasing their yields so that the an-
nual average production of sugar-beet
grows 41-44 per cent; sunflower 56-58
per cent, cotton 55-58 per cent, and
tobacco 46-49 per cent, as against the
past five-year period. Perceptible in-
creases are envisaged also for livestock
products, fruit-growing, ete.

The complete construction of socialist
society is dialectically linked with the
process of uninterrupted perfection of
the socialist relations of production.
Basing itself on the teachings of Com-
rade Enver Hoxha, the PLA has worked
to ensure that the socialist relations of
production in the countryside develop
uninterruptedly, that the relations of
ownership, the forms of socialist orga-
nization of labour, distribution, ex-
change and consumption, are systema-
tically improved. An important direc-
tion in the development and further
perfecting of the socialist relations in
the countryside is the raising of the
degree of socialization of group property
through the merger of agricultural coo-
peratives into large units. This process
has continued from one five-year plan
to the other, with the result that the
degree of concentration of cooperativist
group property has increased. If in 1960
our country had 1491 agricultural coo-
peratives with an average acreage of
arable land of 220 hectares each, today
there are 423 agricultural cooperatives
with an average acreage of arable land
of 1220 hectares each, which produce
3.5 times as much on a national scale.

The further narrowing down of the

essential distinctions between town and
countryside, the perfection of the so-
cialist relations of production, is being
achieved through the transformation of
the economically developed agricultural
cooperatives of the lowlands into higher-
type cooperatives. The higher-type coo-
peratives which began to be set up in
the beginning of the 70’s, according to
the orientations of the 6th Congress of
the PLA, are intended «..to develop
agriculture at higher rates in the more
fertile plains of our country and ensure
a steady increase of those agricultural
and livestock produets for which the na-
tional economy is in more urgent need.»8
Now the higher-type cooperatives have
become socialist economies of large-
scale production in which, as a result of
the direct participation of the state
through fundamental productive invest-
ments, the possibilities for a more
rapid development of the productive
forces in the common cooperatives, for
a more efficient utilization of the ma-
terial and technical base, for the deeven-
ing of the technical-scentific revolution
for the concentration, specialization and
cooperation of agricultural production,
etc are created.

The higher-type cooperatives mark a
step forward in the perfecting and
further development of socialist rela-
tions of production. The degree of so-
cialization of property in them is higher
than in the other cooperatives, and this
because the socialist state, as the carrier
of the highest form of socialist owner-
ship, participates directly and on a grea-
ter degree in them. The relations of
exchange and distribution in the higher-
type cooperatives are more perfect than
in the other cooperatives and resemble
those of the socialist state sector. None-
theless, the higher-type cooperatives
remain cooperativist economies and do
not come out of the bounds of group
property. However, being a more deve-
loped form of cooperation of production,
they are a means for the gradual pre-
paration of the objective and subjective
conditions to bring socialist group pro-
perty closer to state property, until
the former is transformed into property
of the whole people.

A very important trend. which is
being observed in the further perfect-
ing of the socialist relations of produc-
tion in agricultural cooveratives, is the
reduction of the size of the cooperativist’s
personal plot and~the creation of joint
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herds out of individual livestock. As
long as the cooperatives were still weak
economically and unable to meet the
needs of their members for some con-
sumer articles of prime necessity, the
small property of the cooperativist’s
personal plot was an unavoidable,
though temporary means «... only as an
auxiliary means for meeting some of
the needs which the socialist economy
will cope with in the future.»9

Now that the cooperatives have be-
come stronger and are in a posilion to
meet ever better the material needs of
the cooperativist family out of their
common economy, the personal plot of
the cooperativist is gradually losing its
initial function and purpose. In these
conditions, from an auxiliary economic
factor, the cooperativist’s personal plot
turns into an obstacle to the further
development of the cooperativist system.
Now it must gradually disappear. The
practice of the recent 2-3 years proves
this. The conditions created and the
convincing and explanatory work of
the Party have sparked off the emer-
gence of initatives among the coope-
rativists of some districts to join their
personal sheep and goats into common
flocks, and in the last year, their
personal cows as well. These initiatives
now are spreading and being supported
in all the cooperatives of the country.

The perfecting and further streng-
thening of socialist property is a power-
ful basis to further improve the forms
of socialist organization and manage-
ment of work, to raise the scientific le-
vel of planning by adopting such forms
as to draw the agricultural cooperati-
ves directly into the single state plan.
For this purpose many plan indices of
state farms have been brought to cover
agricultural cooperatives as well. This
raises the scientific level of planning
and improves the economic activity of
the agricultural cooperatives in the
framework of the whole socialist eco-
nomy of the country.

With the perfecting and development
of socialist relations of production a brn-
ader horizon opens before the agricul-
tural cooperatives. They will be able to
raise their relations of exchange and
distribution to a higher level, to deve-
lop and perfect their forms of remu-
neration according to the quantity and
quality of work done, to improve their
relations with the state and establish
more correct proportions between the
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fund of accumulation and the fund of
consumption, etc. The relations of
exchange between the agricultural coo-
peratives and the socialist state, in the
field of procurement of agricultural and
livestock products, in the supply of ma-
terials and technical means, in the dis-
tribution of the product for society, etc.
are being constantly perfected, going
over to higher forms which respond to
the new conditions and to the new and
higher level attained in the develop-
ment of cooperativist property, at a time
when its essential distinctions with state
property are being narrowed down
more and more.

The many years’ experience in the
socialist transformation of agriculture
in the PSR of Albania fully vindicated
the correctness of the policy of the PLA.
By consistently following the road of the
consolidation of the cooperativist order,
according to the Marxist-Leninist teach-
ings of Comrade Enver Hoxha, constantly
developing and perfecting the forms of
ownership, exchange and distribution in
the cooperatives, as well as preventing
any distortion of their socialist charac-
ter, the necessary socio-economic con-
ditions have been created for the coun-

tryside to advance towards the comple-
te construction of socialist and commun-
ist society. Thus, the objective and sub-
jective conditions for narrowing down
and eventually fully eliminating the
essential distinctions between town and
countryside are created.

It was proven in practice that the
collectivization of agriculture and its
uninterrupted development on the ba-
sis of the fundamental principles of
Marxism-Leninism in the conditions of
the existence and strengthening of the
dictatorship of the proletariat, is the
only historically tested road for the
construction of socialism and commun-
ism in the countryside, too. Otherwise,
when the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat degenerates into a dictatorship of
the bourgeoisie, new or old, when the
principles of Marxism-Leninism on the
building and development of the coo-
perativist order and socialism in gene-
ral are violated, cooperativist property
also disintegrates and degenerates into
capitalist property and, together with
it, the relations of production in the
countryside, and capitalist relations of
production, property, exchange and dis-
tribution are re-established. The re-es-
tablishment of capitalist relations of
production paves the way for and cre-
ates the ground for the spontaneous laws
of capitalism to operate freely, both in
town and countryside. From this emerge
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all the ills the peasantry suffered in
the conditions of capitalism — capitalist
exploitation, impoverishment and ruin
of peasant’s economies, on the one hand,
and concentration of property in the
hands of the rich, the mass drawing on
the countryside, unemployment, etc.
Such a bitter picture of the condition
of the working people of the country-
side is to be seen today in all the for-
mer socialist countries, in which the re-
visionists seized power and re-esta-
blished capitalism.

1. Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 5, p. 124,
Alb. ed.

2 Enver Hoxha, «Reports and Spee-
ches 170-171», Tirana 1972, p. 122, Alb.
ed.
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4 V. 1. Lenin, Collected Works, vol. 29,
p. 229, Alb. ed.
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6 V. 1. Lenin, Collected Works, vol. 29,
pp. 33-34, Alb. ed.

7 K. Marx and F.Engels, Works, vol.
27, p. 684, Russian edition.

8 Enver Hoxha, Report to the 7th
Congress of the PLA, p. 65, Eng. ed.

9 Enver Hoxha, Report to the 6th
Congress of the PLA, Tirana 1971,
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10 Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 33, p.
26, Alb. ed.
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THE MARXIST-LENINIST EDUCATIONAL POLICY WHICH HAS BEEN AND
CONTINUES TO BE CARRIED OUT IN THE PEOPLE’S SOCIALIST REPUBLIC
OF ALBANIA HAS TWO MAJOR OBJECTIVES, FIRST, IT AIMS TO MAKE
PEOPLE’S EDUCATION AND THE SCHOOL THE PROPERTY OF THE BROAD
WORKING MASSES, TO DEMOCRATIZE EDUCATION AND GIVE IT AN
EVER MORE MASSIVE CHARACTER AT ALL LEVELS OF SCHOOLING. THE
GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS OF SOCIALIST ALBANIA IN THIS FIELD DURING
THE FOUR RECENT DECADES OF ITS INDEPENDENT AND DEMOCRATIC
SOCIALIST DEVELOPMENT ARE WELL KNOWN. WITHIN A SHORT PERIOD
OF TIME, ALBANIA HAS BEEN RAPIDLY TRANSFORMED FROM A COUN-
TRY OF MASS ILLITERACY INTO A COUNTRY OF MASS EDUCATION. IT
HAS LONG AGO WIPED OUT ILLITERACY, DEFINITIVELY REALIZED
COMPULSORY 8-YEAR GENERAL EDUCATION, AND NOW DRAWS INTO
FOUR-YEAR SCHOOLS OF GENERAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
MORE THAN HALF OF THE STUDENTS WHO FINISH THE 8-YEAR SCHOOL
IN TOWN AND COUNTRYSIDE. IT HAS A SUFFICIENTLY DEVELOPED
NETWORK OF HIGH SCHOOLS WITH ALL THE SPECIALITIES NEEDED
FOR TRAINING ALL THE SPECIALISTS FOR THE VARIOUS BRANCHES
OF THE ECONOMY, CULTURE, SOCIAL SERVICES AND THE ADMINIS-
TRATION.

Second, the educational policy of the
Party of Labour of Albania has always
considered education and the school as
means of carrying out an ideological
and cultural revolution of a socialist
character or, more precisely, the com-
munist education of the new man of
socialist society, the development of
his personality and the all-round for-
mation of the younger generation.

By consistently implementing these
Marxist-Leninist principles, struggling
for the achievement of these objecti-
ves, in practice, the Party of Labour of
Albania and Comrade Enver Hoxha
have, especially in the two recent de-
cades, further enriched their Marxist-

Hamit Begja — Professor at the Uni-
versity of Tirana

Leninist educational policy, working out
a comprehensive program for the fur-
ther revolutionization of our socialist
school, which has been applied in an
intensive way for a long time now, The
aim of this program is, while continu-
ing the struggle against reactionary
concepts, old and new, and affirming
the new revolutionary socialist concepts,
to ensure the radical solution of some
cardinal problems of socialist educa-
tion such as: the consistent implemen-
tation of the Marxist-Leninist axis in
all the structures and in the whole
feaching and educational process of
the school; ensuring ever stronger and
more effective links of the school with
the life of socialist society, of teaching
with productive labour and physical

and military training: the socialist re-
volutionization of the methods of tea-
ching and education, as well as of
the method and style of management
of people’s education and the social-
ist school, in struggle against alien li-
beral and conservative, bureaucratic,
technocratic and  intellectualistic in-
fluences and manifestations. In  the
consistency and originality of this pro-
gram is also seen the contribution of
the Party of Labour of Albania in the
creative development and enrichment of
the Marxist-Leninist pedagogical think-
ing.

However, it would be a mistake to
think that this original development of
the Albanian socialist school has shut
it out, has barred it from all links
with world culture, from modern scien-
ce and pedagogy, from their achieve-
ments, as well as from many unsolved
problems of a scientific and pedagogi-
cal character which preoccupy almost
the whole of mankind today.

The question is that the process of
the all-round harmonious development
of the personality of the new man of
socialist society mecessarily calls for a
solid scientific and cultural formation
of the younger generation and, possibly,
also of the grown-ups. This formation
begins at school and goes on during all
the life, by organically integrating the
outstanding values not only of matio-
nal culture, but also of world culture,
both of the present and the past.

The scientific and cultural formation
of the younger generation and of all
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the working masses of the country is
in complete conformity with the Marx-
ist-Leninist views on the communist
education of the new man and with the
needs of the socialist society tfor edu-
cated and knowledgeable cultured and
capable people.

As is known, the Marxist-Leninist
view on the communist education of
the mew man has been masterfully
worked out by Lenin when he answered
questions about the significance of com-
munism and communist formation. Ac-
cording to Lenin’s concept, only he
who has enriched and continues to
enrich his mind with the outstanding
progressive achievements of the whole
historical development of mankind, who,
in this process of broad cultural com-
munication, has gained the ability of
assimilating this knowledge in a cons-
cious manner, Who has mastiered the
scientific bases of modern technology,
which calls for solid modern polytech-
nical education, can be considered a
man formed in the communist way.
Such a concept of the formation of
the new man on the basis of a Marxist-
Leninist dialectical materialist approach
to the cultural legacy of the whole
mankind and modern knowledge and
science is the complete opposite of any
cultural nihilism, national isolation and
xenophobic spirit. At the same time it
excludes any spirit of submissiveness to
things of the past or coming from
abroad, any spirit of uncritical idea-
lization of the national and world de-
velopment in the field of culture, in-

cluding the harmful tendency to xe-
nomania which is so zealously culti-
vated especially by the big imperialist
and social-imperialist powers.

In socialist Albania the whole teach-
ing and educational work of the school,
just as all other educational, cultural
and schooling activities, are built and
developed in complete conformity with
the Marxist-Leninist concept of the role
of knowledge, culture and science.

Beside other things, these principled
theoretical-scientific stands in complete
unity, this treatment of the problem
and its rational and scientific solu-
tion are also needed for the construction
of the socialist society, taking especially
into account the high rates at which
this process has to be developed. It
is known that socialism cannot be built
with success and at necessary rapid
rates without strongly relying on con-
temporary knowledge and education, on
modern science and technology, without
equipping the cadres, specialists and
technicians, indeed all the working
masses and, in particular, the younger
generation, with them. The greater the
past backwardness of the country which
sets out on the road of socialist cons-
truction, the more imperative this task
becomes for it. So, proceeding both from
general considerations about the road
of socialist construction and the specific
conditions of our country in this process,
from the beginning of its development
to this day the Albanian socialist school
has always worked for a solid cultural

lagainst xenomania, both against sectarian exclusiveness
of foreign things

and scientific formation of the younger
generation.

Today we live in the epoch of a far-
reaching technical-scientific revolution
which has included the whole world,
of course, with all iis social and class
differences. A fundamental characte-
ristic of this revolution is the enhance-
ment of the great role of science, which
has become a direct productive force,
and the rapid increase of knowledge
and the expansion of its theoretical and
practical range, which calls for a more
modern education and higher scientific
formation.

This technical-scientific revolution
now develops with great speed in our
country, and puts on the agenda the
active utilization of the more valuable
achievements of contemporary science
and knowledge, and especially their ap-
plication in modern production, in its
many technical and technological pro-
cesses.

The principle of self-reliance does
not in the least prevent us from at-
tentively following the advance of world
science, the °~ contemporary technical
and technological progress and struggl-
ing to put them in practice, that is,
reflecting them in the teaching and
educational process of our school as
well.

On these theoretical-scientific bases
and socio-economic considerations are
built the relations between the modern
Albanian socialist school and world
culture as a whole. We see these links
embodied in all ca*egories and kinds
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