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THE ruthless economic exploitation and political 
oppression of the peasants by the landlord class 
forced them into numerous uprisings against its 
rule. . . . It was the class struggles of the peasants, 
the peasant uprisings and peasant wars that constituted 
the real motive force of historical development in 
Chinese feudal society. 

MAO TSE-TUNG: "The Chinese Revolution and the 
Chinese Communist Party" (December 1939) 



Foreword 
This grand exhibition of Ufe-size clay figures takes its setting from 

the former rent collection courtyard of Liu Wen-tsai, a tyrannical 
landlord of Tayi County, Szechuan Province in southwestern China. 
It recreates a profound, vivid and truthful picture of the raging class 
struggle in old China's countryside. 

Before liberation the people of Tayi suffered untold misery through 
the brutalities of the local despots and the oppressive taxes levied 
by the Kuomintang reactionary government. Only three or four 
per cent of the local population were landlords, yet they occupied 
almost four-fifths of the arable land, mercilessly exploiting and 
oppressing the peasants and driving them to a life worse than that 
of beasts of burden. The Tayi of pre-hberation times was typical 
of the rest of semi-colonial and semi-feudal old China. 

Under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party headed 
by the great leader Chairman Mao Tse-tung, the Chinese people 
in 1949 completely threw off the rule of imperialism, feudalism and 
bureaucrat-capitalism and established the People's Republic of China. 
Since then the people of Tayi, like those in other parts of China, 
have been liberated, they have set out on the sociaUst road and have 



marched bravely forw^ard in the sociaUst revolution and in socialist 
construction. 

The more than a hundred sculptured figures portraying the story 
of rent collection are the work of a group of revolutionary Chinese 
art workers who, following a path lit by the invincible thought of 
Mao Tse-tung, creatively studied and applied Chairman Mao's 
works, completely immersed themselves in the Uves of the workers, 
peasants and soldiers, and gave full play to their collective efforts. 

The sculptures — arranged in six scenes — angrily condemn the 
feudal landlord class in old China for its heinous crimes in ruthlessly 
exploiting and oppressing the peasants; they deeply reflect the fierce 
class struggle, waged by hundreds of miUions of Chinese peasants 
under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party headed by 
the great leader Chairman Mao Tse-tung, to overthrow the merciless 
rule of the feudal landlord class and to capture power for the people. 

Rent Collection Courtyard offers a striking example of how sculp
ture can serve the workers, peasants and soldiers as well as socialism. 
It is a brilliant achievement of the great proletarian cultural revolu
tion and a victory for the great thought of Mao Tse-tung. 
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