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FOREWORD

It was in the summer of 1967 that the first discussions arose at
the U.N. Security Council concerning the right terminology that
should be used to refer to Palestinians carrying out armed resistance
in Palestine. Israeli Ambassador Yosef Tekoah insisted on the word

* terrorists’. He was supported by many of the western members of

the Security Council. Those same members earlier were either invol-
ved in or expressed admiration of the resistance of European people to
the German occupation. Those members saw no similarity between
the two cases of the Nazi occupation of Europe and the Zionist occu-
pation of Palestine. Nevertheless, the discussion turned against the
Israeli spokesman, and the word *terrorists’ was struck off the U.N.

documents and was replaced by the more objective term «Freedom
Fighters.»

Little by little world public opinion has been changing. It is be-
coming more objective in viewing the Palestinian freedom fighters.

This booklet is an attempt at informing the reader of what is
happening in the world’s image of the Palestinian freedom fighters,
the sole representatives of the Palestinians, by reproducing to the
reader word by word articles which he may not have access to other-
wise. It will open to him a door to a new world, that of changing
trends in the world and of possible hope for the implementation of
peace based on justice in Palestine.



GUERRILLAS" BLACK AND WHITE PATH TO ‘FREE’ PALESTINE

Force the faith of al-Fatah

THE GUARDIAN, May 3, 1948

BEIRUT David Hirst

The Palestinian guerrilla movement is now the great unknown

quantity in the future of the Middle East. In January, 1965, in the first
of many enigmatic military communiqués, al-Fatah announced that its
military wing, al-Asifah, <had completed its mission in occupied ter-
ritory.»

It was this event, virtually unnoticed at the time, rather than the
coming to power of Major-General Salah Jadid and his wild young
Junta, which marked the beginning of the process leading to the June
war. The coming months may show whether as a result of guerrilla
action, the war should be reckoned to have been as great a disaster
for Israel as it was for the Arabs.

Since June, the highly secretive al-Fatah has gradually been
shedding its veil of mystery. Among other things, it has published a
number of essays, written well before the war, explaining something
of its strategy. Al-Fatah’s ultimate aim is the liberation of Palestine,
but it is clear from these essays that it has no reason to be displeased
with what it has achieved so far, The essays discuss the movement’s
strategy on three levels—Palestinian, Arab and international.

In its prewar writings, al-Fatah conceives as its task to bring
about a regeneration of the Palestinians, to re-establish their identity
as a people. Scattered for 20 years in their Arab diaspora, the Pal-
estinians have lost all sense of common purpose; indeed, says al-
Fatah, the ironic situation has arisen in which the Palestinians <«are
further removed from their own struggle than the other Arabs.»

AT ALL COSTS

Al-Fatah's formula for regeneration is a simple one : continuous
armed action at all costs. This is the hard core of its philosophy, con-
stantly reiterated. If the «vanguards—al-Fatah—sets a resolute
enough example, it will sooner or later bring the people as a whole into
a «popular liberation war.»



Totally committed to armed action, al-Fatah scorns conventional
political debate. It has no official views on the ordering of society.
That is a question to be tackled after liberation. The only concern of
the Palestinians at present is «to be or not to be.» At most, polities is
an aspect of military strategy.

If al-Fatah foresees an important role for the downtrodden and
dispossessed, that is not because it is Socialist in outlook but because
it recognizes their fighting potential. By opting out of Arab politics—
which is an original and, for some Arabs, a heretical thing to do, al-
Fatah wants to unite under its banner those Palestinians who, through
force of circumstances, have mistakenly given their first allegiance
to other Arab causes as an indirect means of promoting their own.

There is no doubt that al-Fatah, by actually doing something
where others have merely talked, has got off to a good start on the
Palestinian front, giving the Palestinians a will of their own which
they have not enjoyed since Israel was created.

The guerrillas — or fedayeen, « men who sacrifice themselves »
— have set an inspiring example, and other Palestinians have been
flocking to join their ranks. According to al-Fatah sources, the bulk
of them are rejected; al-Fatah reckons to take only the best material
and the fact that it can get it, in the shape of educated young men,
it regards as a measure of its appeal. Arab intellectuals are perhaps
less ready than most to get their hands dirty.

Al-Fatah’s apolitical approach is paying off, too. In the early
stages there appear to have been quarrels in the leadership with Mos-
lem Brothers, or at least men of that stamp, making themselves
strongly felt. But now there are apparently a high proportion of
Christians in al-Fatah’s upper echelons.

Similarly, al-Fatah, as the original and most successful guerrilla
body, is able to get most of its way with rival groups, set up under
the auspices of non-Palestinian parties or regimes, such as the Po-
pular Front for the Liberation of Palestine and the Palestine Liber-
ation Organisation, in the laborious process of unifying commando
operations.

While mainly concerned to put the Palestinians in the forefront
of the struggle. al-Fatah does not neglect the Arab World as a whole.
On the contrary, the Arab role in the Palestinian struggle is a de-
licate ouestion to which al-Fatah, right from the outset, has ob-
viously devoted much thought.

Al-Fatah wants to involve the Arabs in the liberation struggle —
but in its own way. Its prewar writings are tactful about it, but in ef-
fect its Arab strategy is directly at odds with the strategy which
President Nasser of Egypt had generally managed until June to get



accepted as the orthodox one, which is that the Arabs must complete
the revolutionary transformation of their society before taking on
Israel. For al-Fatah this is mere procrastination; it dismisses as a
dangerous illusion the idea that time and historical necessity are on
the Arabs’ side.

It maintains (this is before June) that the Arabs cannot win the
kind of quick conventional war for which the revolutionary regimes
are preparing. Among other things, this is because it is the very exist-
ence of Israel, as a source of Arab divisions, which prevents the Arabs
from achieving the degree of military strength and coordination re-
quired for conventional warfare.

It is therefore al-Fatah’'s aim to «entangle» the Arab States not
in the kind of war which they cannot win but the «popular liberation
war» which they can. The Palestinians are the spearhead, but they can-
not do without a «supporting Arab front» and here al-Fatah, which
clearly distrusts all Arab officialdom, is at pains to stress that it is
relying on the people rather than their governments to bring it into
being.

Al-Fatah argues that the man in the street, and especially the
Palestinian subject of King Hussein of Jordan, cannot but take a
simple black-and-white view of guerrilla operations; he will regard
it as patriotism to support them and treachery to oppose them — and
judge his Government accordingly. It follows therefore that al-Fatah
epledges not to raise arms against any Arab soldier or ruler, leaving
it to the Arab people themselves to deal with anyone who stands in
the way of armed revolution.»

It is remarkable, though perfectly logical, that the regime which
stood most resolutely opposed to independent Palestinian action is
now, in spite of itself, the one paying the highest price in tolerating,
if not actively supporting, it. The transformation wrought in Jordan
is the spontaneous one which al-Fatah looked for, working its way up-
wards from the mass of Palestinians through the army to the King

and, perhaps most significant, to at least one prominent member of his
hardcore Transjordanian entourage.

Because it is spontaneous, it is probably irreversible. If al-Fatah
is able to preserve strict discipline over its members there is no rea-
son why it should seek to overthrow Hussein.

COME CLEAN

Egypt, too, has finally come clean on gurrilla warfare. For several
months it had been gradually shifting its interests from the official
Palestine Liberation Organisation to the unofficial al-Fatah and earlier
this month President Nasser declared his country’s readiness to arm



and assist the guerrillas. Ironically, it is the Syrian neo-Ba’athist,
the first to patronise the guerrillas, who now seem to be getting cold
feet.

The point at which the guerrillas are most likely to come into
collision with Arab regimes is when the latter see a serious opening
for a political settlement. Admittedly this opening looks exceedingly
remote at present, but paradoxically, if one does arise it is the guer-
rillas who, by softening up Israel, will have done the trick.

Al-Fatah itself, however, is emphatically not interested in merely
getting back what the Arabs lost in June. It is looking beyond the
«liquidation of the traces of aggression» to what was always its aim
of total liberation, and it has publicly said so in an implicit challenge
to Hussein and Nasser, who are still in search of a political solution.

On the international level, it is al-Fatah’s aim to «discredit in
action the Zionist misrepresentation whereby world opinion is led to
believe that the conflict in the Middle East is between the Arab
States as States and Israel as the Jewish State, and to make foreign
States take account of the presence of a Palestinian Arab people with
a lawful claim on Palestine.»

From its pre-war writings it is clear that al-Fatah was from the
beginning aware that its operations would provoke mixed feelings
among many Palestinians, disruptive as they were bound to be of the
settled prosperity which they were beginning to enjoy under King
Hussein, and an al-Fatah representative admitted to me that his move-
ment now enjoys the strong sympathy rather than the active sup-
port of these same Palestinians under Israeli rule.

NEW SUPPORT

Nevertheless, the view that al-Fatah is a genuine resistance move-
ment comparable to those of German-occupied Europe is gaining some
support in the outside world. The al-Fatah representative assured me
that his organisation is building up cells inside original Israeli ter-
ritory as well as the occupied areas but he did not see why al-Fatah
should deprive itself of the military convenience of bases beyond
Israel’s present borders simply to make a political point for the benefit
of Western sceptics.

What exactly does al-Fatah mean by the liberation of Palestine?
To this question, which it would be unwise to dismiss as merely aca-
demic, al-Fatah gives a very general answer. It wants for the Pales-
tinians the self-determination to which all peoples are entitled. But
it has no intention, it says, of «pushing the Jews into the sea»; Jews
and Arabs are capable of living peacefully side by side as they have
done in the past. The enemy is not the Jews but the Zionists.



Clearly, however, in the context of Israel this distinction is hope-
lessly blurred and in practice if ever the Palestinians came within
reach of their goal they would have to show a superhuman restraint
and the Israelis — or rather the Jews as they would then have to be —
a longforgotten meekness to make peaceful coexistence possible. But
if al-Fatah is less than frank about the practical implications of its
ultimate goal, it is following a lesson only too well taught by the
Zionists themselves.

In a fraining base of
Al-Fateh




ARAB GUERRILLA ' -

DEFENDS USE OF FORCE

The Times , December 4, 1968

AMMAN Dana Adams Schmidt

Yasir Arafat, the leader and spokesman of Al Fatah, the largest

and most active Palestinian guerrilla group, called out to his departing
visitor: «We are expecting a big Israeli attack.» It was an after-

though and his voice was almost gay, as though he welcomed the
prospect.

This man—his revolutionary pseudonym is Abu Amar—has come
to symbolize the Palestinian nationalist movement as it has grown
since the Arab-Israel war of June, 1967. Abu Amar has become
almost a legend, perhaps because he is the only Arab guerrilla leader
whose identity has been disclosed, and his men have become heroes
in the Arab world.

Abu Amar and his men have succeeded in establishing themselves
as an autonomous strictly Palestinian force, mainly in Jordan, partly

in territory occupied by Israel, with sources of support in surround-
ing countries.

At one point in the interview conducted mainly through inter-
preters, Abu Amar spoke up in English. «Our ideological theory is
very simple», he said, «Our country has been occupied. The majority

of our people have been kicked out by Zionism and imperialism from
their homes.

«We waited and waited and waited for the justice of the United
Nations, for the justice of the world and the governments gathering
in the United Nations, while our people were suffering in tents and
caves. But nothing of this was realized. None of our hopes. But our
dispersion was aggravated.

«We have believed that the only way to return to our homes and
land is the armed struggle. We believe in this theory without any
complications and with complete clarity, and this is our aim and our
hope.»

Abu Amar has brown, rather soft eyes, a prominent nose, thin






	img001.pdf
	img002.pdf
	img003.pdf
	img004.pdf
	img005.pdf
	img006.pdf
	img007.pdf
	img008.pdf
	img009.pdf
	img010.pdf
	img011.pdf

