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RULE

The 4th Geneva Convention was conceived for the protection of civilian popuiadons in
time of conflict. This Convention was signed in 1949 by most countries of the world.

Israel signed it m 1951,

According to this Convention, the civilian population in a territory occupied by a foreign
power falls under the category of aprotected persons» defined as follows :

Article 4 :

Persons protected by the Convention are those who, at a given moment and

in any manner whatsoever, find themselves, in case of a conflict or occupation ,in the
hands of a party to the conflict or Occupying Power of which they are not nationals.

PART 11

The Treatment of Civilians

A - THE GAZA STRIP

After the Israeli Occupation, 7 June 1967

I. THE BACKGROUND.

From 1949 to 1967, the Gaza Strip was ad-
ministered by the Egyptian Government,
but was technically considered «as a part
of Palestine under temporary occupation
by a friendly state ». The Gaza Strip is 25
miles long and 4 1/2 to 5 miles wide. Its
boundaries were demarcated by the
Egyptan-Israeli Armistice Agreement of 4
February 1949. Its population consists of
315,00 Arab refugees and 130,000 indige-
nous Arabs.

II. THE ISRAELI ADMINISTRATION.

«There can be few sadder places in the
Middle East than the Gaza Strip, which is
a byword for the hopeless plight of the
Arab refugees». This is how the situation
was described in The Times on 7 March
1968, while Michael Adams says in The
Guardian on 26 January 1968: «I had my
ups and downs during 4 years as a prisoner

of war in Germany, but the Germans never
treated me as harshly as the Israelis are
treating the Arabs in the Gaza Strip, the
majority of whom are women and chil-
dren».

During a press conference on 8 March 1968,
an official U.S. State Department spokes-
man urged Israel to abide by international
laws in the Arab territories seized in the
June War, and insisted that the destruc-
tion of the houses of «suspected» terrorists
contravened international agreements.
How true are these eye-witness accounts of
two objective Western observers ?

Why are the Arabs being subjected to this
sort of treatment in the Gaza Strip ?
What are the measures taken by the Israeli
authorities that have prompted this con-
demnation from the State Department ?

A. The Destruction of Houses.

«Any destruction by the Occupying Power
of movable or immovable property belong-



ing individually or collectively to private
persens, or to the State, or to other public
authorities, or Lo social or cooperative or-
ganizations, is prohibited except where
such destruction is rendered absolutely ne-
cessary by military operations.» (4th Ge-
neva Convention, Article 53).

1. « The Israeli authorities have killed
citizens and destroyed houses even affer
the end of the military operations». (Re-
port presented by the Secretary-General of
the United Nations to the General Assem-
bly, based on the report of Mr Gussing, the
Personal Representative of the Secretary-
General, after his visit to the Gaza Strip
and the occupied territories, 15 Sept.
1967).

2. « In Gaza last night, the dwellings of
suspected saboteurs were reduced to
rubble ». (New York Times, 10 August
1967).

3. «lIsraeli security forces blew up a num-
ber of Arab houses in Deir Al-Balah village
in the Gaza Strip, in retaliation for the
murder of a farmer.» (A.P., 28 November
1967).

4. «In order to intimidate the population,
the military authorities have dynamited
houses where saboteurs might have found
shelter or help». (Le Monde, 20 January
1968).

5. «The Israelis blew up 9 fishermen’s
huts, which were used for storing their
nets and tackle, and destroyed a number of
fishing boats». (The Guardian, 26 January
1968).

7. «Israeli soldiers dynamited 4 houses —
and the explosion brought down 8 others
— in Wahda Street in Gaza, after a fire
cracker was thrown from one of these
houses. The inhabitants were given 10
minutes to evacuate their families, inclu-
ding small children, and they can still be
seen searching the rubble to see if they
can salvage anything». (Reuter, 7 Feb-
ruary 1968).

8. «Several shanties and storage sheds
were demolished in a Bedouin encampment
near Khan Yunis.» The Jerusalem Post,
11 January 1968).

et -

9. «3 houses were blown up yesterday as
a reprisal for an incident in which a home-
made grenade was thrown at a lorry».
(A.F.P., AP, Reuter, 22 February 1968)

10. «The order to destroy the houses of
anyone found to be connected with sabo-
teurs or to have sheltered them is still en-
forced. At least 100 houses have been des-
troyed.» (The Times, 7 March 1968).

11. «Non-Arab residents of the strip
share the Arab view that punishment is
meted out to tens of thousands of people
who could not possibly be implicated in the
incidents: the destruction of houses, whose
inhabitants, only crime is to be living at or
near the spot where a bomb explodes, is out
of all proportion to the acts committed ».
(The Observer, 28 January 1968).

B. ATTACKS ON HOSPITALS.

«Civilian hospitals organized to give care
to the wounded and sick, the infirm and
maternity cases, may in no circumstances
be the cbject of attack but shall at all times
be respected and protected by the Parties
to the conflicts». (4th Geneva Convention,
Article 18).

But :

«The Israeli forces attacked the Al-Shifa’
hospital and imprisoned a number of doc-
tors. Some patients were killed as well as
{he head nurse, Samiha Fehmis. (Rcuter,
7 February 1968).

C. SUMMARY ARRESTS AND INTIMI-
DATION OF CIVILIANS.

(a) «Collective penalties are prohibited».

4th Geneva Convention, Article 33).

But :

1. 20 persons were arrested yesterday in
the Gaza Strip. (A.P., 9 July 1967).

2. The Israeli Army has often arrested
citizens in downtown Gaza in the daytime,



for the sole reason of spreading terror.
(Report No. 3, submitted by the Red
Cross, 11 August 1967).

3. 18 Arabs, suspected of sabotage, were
arrested yesterday. (A.P.,, 28 November
1967).

4. 40 persons suspected of sabotage were
arrested in the Gaza Strip on 11 and 12
January 1968. (Le Monde, 18 January
1968).

5. T1 Arabs were arrested in Gaza in the
last few days and more arrests are expec-
ted. (The Times, 30 January 1968).

6. In a letter to The Observer, Michael
Adams wrote: «The Jerusalem Post report-
ed that the 2,500 male residents of the Al-
Shati’” Camp, (in the Gaza strip) aged 17
to 50, were herded into a stockable for in-
terrogation by teams of army, police and se-
curity service men. The Post did not add
that the stockage was on a beach, that a
violent storm was raging, that there was
continuous small arms fire over the mens’
heads, and that they were kept there for 7
hours».( The Observer, 18 February 1968).

7. In the same letter, Mr. Adams says: <At
Jabalia Camp, the men were held in similar
conditions for 25 hours, in a shallow de-
pression where rainwater had gathered.
The hospitals had to deal with a number of
cases of exposure after this episode».

b) «The high Contracting Parties specifi-
cally agree that each of them is prehibited
from taking any measure of such a cha-
racter as to cause the physical suffering
or extermination of protected persons in
their lands. This prohibition applies not
enly to murder, torture, corporal punish-
ments, mutilation and medical or scientific
experiments not necessitated by the me-
dical treatment of a protected person, but
also to any other measures of brutality
whether applied by civilian or military
agents». (4th Geneva Conventicn, Article
32).

8. The intimidatory measures imposed by
the Israeli authorities on the village of Al-
Arish have been so strengthened in the
last few days that it is difficult to find a
single boy in the town who has not been

imprisoned for some days without any
reason. It is also reported that during the
last few days, and between midnight and 3
a.m. each night, every family lives in a
state of anxiety and expects to be arrest-
ed by the security forces at any minute;
the men may be taken off for several days
or seven a week at a time, and during this
period of detention would be subjected to
the ugliest possible forms of torture. (All
Press Agencies, 18 December 1967).

9. Adult Egyptian males, who have lived
in Gaza and are presently imprisoned in
Al-Arish, are undergoing extreme hard-
ships. They are held in concentration
camps, which do not come up to the neces-
sary sanitary or other conditions required.
These men, the great majority of whom
are educated, are presently suffering from
a very low state of morale. (Red Cross Re-
poert No. 4, 23 August 1967).

¢) «No physical or moral coercion shall
be exercised against protected persens, in
particular to obiain information from
them or from third parties». (4th Geneva
Convention, Article 31).

But :

10. The Israeli authorities imprisoned all
the Mukhtars of Gaza for the past four
days, and subjected them to all possible
methods of torture in an effort to extort
information from them. As a result, one
of them, Alyan Al-Masri, has died».
(A.F.P,, 30 July 1967).

d) «The Occupying Power may not alter
the stalus of public officials or judges in
the occupied territories or in any way ap-
ply sanctions to or take any measures of
cecercion or discrimination against them,
should they abstain from fulfilling their
functions for reasons of conscience ». (4th
Geneva Convention, Article 54).

But :

11. The Gaza Strip went on strike in pro-
test against the Israeli forces’ appropria-
tion of sums of money estimated at a mil-
lion dollars, in addition to robberies by
individual Israeli soldiers. The Israeli
authorities arrested the Mayor of Gaza,



Mr Munir Al-Rayess, and three prominent
tradesmen, because of their refusal to ask
for a stop to the strike. Many personali-
ties from Khan Yunis, including the Ma-
yvor and his assistant, were also arrested
for the same reason. The judges and pub-
lic prosecuters in Gaza refused to work,
even after they had been threatened with
imprisonment and alter some of them had
been beaten up. (Reuter, A.P., A.F.P, 3
August 1967).

D. ATTACKS ON REFUGEE CAMPS.

«Heprisals against protected persons and
ithelr property are prohibited». (4th Gene-
va Cenventicn, Article 33).

But :

i. A great number of shacks in a refugee
camp near Gaza were demolished, result-

irg in the killing of 9 families, including
vomen and children. (A.F.P, 30 July
1967).

o

2. UNRWA protested officially to the
isracii Govornment against the systematic
desiruetion of refugee shelters by the
Isracli Army. «We are seriously worried as
a ve:ult of thiz situations declared an
UNRWA spokesman to AF.P. He stated
that, during the last 10 days, the Israelis
had dynamited 3 sheiters. (A.F.P., 9 De-
cember 1967).

3. In Gaza «a number of shacks in the
Shati’ refugece camp were demolished by
{he security forces on the night of 9 Janu-
ary». (Jervsa'em Pozt, 11 January 1968).

E. SEARCHES AND CURFEWS

a) «All weazures of intimidaticn or terro-
rism are prehibited» (4th Geneva Conven-
t'on, Article 33).

1. The Israeli authorities imposed a cur-
few on the Gaza Strip yesterday. Many of
the men aged between 18 and 40 were ar-
ro-ted, and taken

to the main square,

where their hands were tied behind their
backs and they were ordered to lie face
down on the ground, at the same time there
was shooting above their heads in order to
intimidate them. Later these men were ta-
ken to an unknown destination. (A.F.P., 30
July 1967).

2. The Israeli authorities perform their so-
called «Search Operations» brutally and
violently, and in the middle of the night.
Citizens a1e made to leave their homes and
are not permitted to return until the
searches are over. In order to spread panic
amongst the populace, the Israeli autho-
rities fire shots from machine guns while
they are carrying out these searches. (Red
Cress Report No. 3, 11 August 1967).

3. The Israeli authorities imposed a 24
hours curfew and search in the town of Al-
Arish yesterday. (A.F.P, AP, 20 August
1967).

4. The Israeli authorities perform nightly
search operations in the sector, which
creates great panic amongst the women
and children. (Report submitted by the Sec-
retary-General ol the United Nations, 15
September 1967).

5. A general eurfew was imposed yesterday
on the Gaza Strip and «Search Operations»
were carried out. There have been several
similar incidents within the last few days
in the Gaza Strip. (Le Monde, 31 December
1967).

6. The Israeli authorities have imposed a
curfew on the Gaza Strip and have launch-
ed «Search Operations», in reprizal for a
homemade grenade which was thrown into
the Gaza fish market and which resulted in
1o casulaties. (i.e Monde, 10 January 1968).

7. In the town of Gaza, a curfew was im-
posed for 61 hours, and for the first 24
hours not even doctors were allowed to
move outside their houses. In Shati’
Camp, the curfew lasted for 5 days (9-14
January) and UNRWA was not allowed to
distribute food until the fourth day. More-
over in Jabalia Camp, the curfew lasted for
9 days and nights. (Ina letter from Michael
Adams to The Observer, 18 February 1968).

8. Curfews are now so frequently imposed
in the Gaza Strip that life in the sector is






	img001.pdf
	img002.pdf
	img003.pdf
	img004.pdf

