THE PALESTINIAN
RED CRESCENT




—

EDITORIAL

A Lesson
from Vietnam

: April 30th the armed forces
of the South Vietnamese Na-
tional Liberation Front entered

Saigon (now re-named Ho Chi Minh
City). Two weeks earlier, the forces of
the Cambodian United National Front
became masters of Phnom Penh. So
ended the twentieth century’s longest
liberation war, and the peoples of South
Vietnam and Cambodia regained their
liberty, independence and dignity.

What great lessons for the peoples of
the world, and for the story of hu-
manity’s progress! The steel will of a
small but proud people had toppled
three of history’s most powerful im-
perialist forces, one after the other. This
same will has now decided, at the cost
of enormous sacrifice, the destiny of a
whole land.

The Vietnamese victory is clearly
due to the conjunction of many internal
and external factors: but above all to
the Vietnamese patriots’ deep under-
standing of these factors and their im-
portance at each stage of the struggle:

— This understanding led to a clear
and well-defined political line, from
which flowed strategy and tactics which
were generally correct, at the level of
the military struggle, in diplomacy, in
information, and so on.

— Total and effective mobilisation of
the Vietnamese people’s living potential
made them ever more staunch in their
determination to seize their rights. And
their leading organisation, in addition to
its ability and devotion, was steeped in
modern scientific thought and the
‘science of history'.

— The deep alliance with the socialist
camp provided a vast strategic reserve
for the struggle — economically, poli-
tically and militarily.

— Brilliant diplomacv and the infor-

mation effort did not neglect the U.S.
itself where the anti-war movement was
able to influence the American legisla-
ture and executive from the ‘inside’.

Historians can, no doubt, in the
years to come, analyse the various fac-
tors of the Vietnamese victory. For our
part, we learn the lessons of Vietnam
mainly at the level of practice.

Our people’s struggle has continued
now for more than half a century,
meeting successes and failures on its
way. (It took a decisive upward turn
with the rebirth of armed resistance,
just over ten years ago). Our struggle
will now be powerfully re-inforced by
the victories of the peoples of Southeast
Asia, and by the lessons learnt from
them. But if there is one principal lesson
which must be underlined, it is the
importance of understanding, in the
light of deep and scientific analysis, the
specificity of each struggle.

And our struggle has at least one
specific element which makes it unique
— that is, the uprooting of the majority
of our people from its land, and its
replacement by a new ‘majority’. This
element calls for a new view of the
struggle and its successive stages, and
the inclusion of a new human factor in
the revolutionary view of the future.
For the revolutionary knows well that
the future can never be a carbon-copy
of the past.

This view our Zionist enemy and the
American imperialists can never accept,
until they are totally cornered — as the
Americans were in Vietnam. Humanity
continues to progress in spite of them
and against them: they will finish in
Palestine as they did in Vietnam, victims
of their own logic, throwing themselves
into the very graves which themselves
they dug.
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The Palestinian Resistance

Lebanon: the
Bloody Chronicle

SUNDAY 13th APRIL:

* A bus was carrying a group
of Palestinian men, women and
children back to their refugee
camp after a ceremony celebrating
the anniversary of the al-Khalsa
(Qiryat Shmona) operation. As it
passed through the winding streets
of the Beirut suburb of Ain Ru-
maneh, it came under heavy-
weapons fire. It was a carefully
planned ambush by armed men of
the Phalangist Party, a cold-
blooded massacre which left 27
Palestinians dead and 19 gravely
wounded. All attempts to eva-
cuate the victims were beaten
back by sniper fire, and only suc-
ceeded later after the intervention
of Lebanese security forces.

* The Phalangist operation was
carefully timed to coincide with
the meeting of the P.L.O. Exe-
cutive Committee which was
being held in Damascus. The Pre-
sident of Lebanon was meanwhile
recovering in hospital from a sur-
gical operation.

* The Palestinian masses
showed their true spirit of initia-
tive by facing this new danger
steadfastly. The Command of the
Palestinian Revolution replied to
the Phalangist provocation by
saying: «We hold the Phalangist
leadership fully responsible for
what happened, and call upon the
fraternal Lebanese people, its na-
tionalist forces and all sincere
people in this country to stand
together in the face of this crime
and of these murderers who are
dragging this country into fighting
and bloodshed, so as to put a stop
to the activities of the Phalangist
Party murderers who allow them-
selves to shed the blood of inno-
cents among our people as a ser-
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Lebanese progressive forces joined with the Palestinians in a massive

demonstration after the April 1973 assassinations.

vice both to the [Zionist] enemy
and to the enemies of this coun-
try.»

* Lebanese nationalist parties
and organisations were quick to
reply to this appeal, and after
denouncing the Phalangist crime
formulated the following de-
mands:

1 — Punishment of the top
plotters of the massacre and of
sectarian strife.

2 — An assault on the regions
occupied by the Phalangist militia
so as to cleanse them and arrest all
the criminals.

3 — Dissolution of the Pha-
langist Party.

4 — Expulsion of Phalangist
ministers from the Cabinet, a boy-
cott of this party nationally and
politically, and an end to all dia-
logue with it.

In pursuit of these demands,
the nationalist organisations called
on all who opposed the Phalangist
crime to participate in all aspects
of popular retribution against its
planners and whoever is behind
them, and to attend a preparatory
national congress of all nationalist
forces on Tuesday 15th April.

MONDAY 14th APRIL:

During the night, fighting
spread throughout the country in
accordance with Phalangist aims.
Many areas, however, followed
the call of the nationalist organisa-
tions to stand firmly against the
Phalange. South Lebanon, includ-
ing Saida, was solidly on the
people’s side. In Tripoli business
halted in support of the natio-
nalist demands, and large demons-
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trations were held. The Phalan-
gists were restricted to maintain-
ing road-blocks on the routes
north and south of Beirut, and to
a few other areas where their sup-
port is traditionally strong.

P.L.O. reaction to the inci-
dents was well expressed in a
WAFA editorial, which said
among other things:

«In the past we always kept
silent and tried to heal wounds,
and we always believed sincerely
that we were acting in accordance
with the interest of Lebanon, of
the Lebanese and of the Pales-
tinians... Whenever an incident
occurred, we used to say: ‘We
must control ourselves so as to
deny to those who are the ene-
mies of Lebanon before they are
the enemies of Palestine, the op-
portunity to act.’) But what took
place yesterday was beyond belief
and more than we could reason-
ably be expected to bear...

«We have been patient, and we
can be even more patient. But, we
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Palestinian-Lebanese unity during the latest provocations: (1. to r.)

Naef Hawatmeh, Secretary-General of the Democratic Front, Fateh leader
Abu lyyad, and Lebanese Progressive Socialist Party leader Kamal Junblatt.

will defend ourselves. We will
suppress fascist violence if it con-
tinues to confront us and our
masses, full of hate for Palesti-
nians and anything Palestinian and
for Lebanese-Palestinian fraternity
and for the Lebanese. We will
suppress  fascist  Phalangist vio-

The Lebanese Phalangist Party,
founded in 1936 by Pierre Ge-
mayel, has devoted itself exclu-
sively to protecting and propagat-
ing confessional (in this case Ma-
ronite) interests, against the rising
tide of Arab nationalist ideas and
sentiments which began to be
strongly manifested in the 1930’s
and 40's. Thus the Party’s make-
up in 1942 was 95 % Maronite —
with the remaining 5 % member-
ship being from other Christian
sects.

— The rise of the fascist parties
in Europe had its influence on the
birth of the Phalangist movement,
as did Gemayel’s experiences in
Nazi Germany where he attended
the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games.
This explains the paramilitary
character of the Phalangist Party,
and its isolationist, narrow and
reactionary confessionalist ideo-
logy.

— It is known that contact
between certain reactionary and
isolationist Maronite leaders and
Zionist leaders took place in the

THE PHALANGIST PARTY
(AL_KATAEB)

1930's and 40’s. One result of the
contact between the two was the
demand by some Maronite leaders
for the establishment of a Zionist
state in Palestine, and a Maronite
state in Lebanon. (Following the
recent massacre, Zionist leaders
were quick to praise the Phalan-
gists’ aetion against the common
Muslim threat’).

— The party’s leadership is
drawn from and represents the
interests of the Maronite banking,
real estate and commercial capital,
which is subservient and subor-
dinated to Western multinational
capital. It is estimated that 20 %
of the party’s membership is bour-
geois (compradore) while the rest
of the party is petit bourgeois
(20 % being small farmers, and
60 % being traders, agents and
professionals). No working-class
membership is recorded.

— The petit-bourgeoisie which
forms the base of the Phalangist
Party remains tied to and serves
the interests of the bourgeois sec-
tion. Thus no conflict of interest

lence if it continues, in defence of
Palestinian masses, and also in de-
fence of Lebanon, both people
and homeland.»

* A meeting of Arab ambas-
sadors in Beirut was held in the
evening. It was addressed by Abu
lyyad, a member of the Fateh

has emerged between these two
classes. However, in recent years
the standard of living of the petit-
bourgeoisie in Lebanon has begun
to be eroded because of the crises
of the Lebanese economy, which
is deeply integrated into the inter-
national capitalist market.

— At the same time the coun-
try has begun to witness an up-
surge in democratic demands and
a growth in the strength of the
progressive and left-wing parties
and forces in Lebanon. The emer-
gence of the Palestinian Resis-
tance movement in Lebanon has
had a strengthening effect on
these parties. The Resistance,
fighting for the regaining of the
national rights of the Palestinian
people and for its self-determina-
tion, found a natural and objec-
tive ally in the Lebanese progres-
sive parties. Furthermore, these
progressive forces aligned them-
selves with the Resistance when it
came under attack and supported
its aims and programme.

— All this explains the hatred
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