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THE BACKGROUND
ISRAELI DESIGNS ON LEBANON

1918 The Claim of the Advisory Committee on Palestine :

« The Advisory Committee on Palestine, which included most of
the leading Zionist personalities, decided to work out a proposal
for the boundaries of Palestine without waiting for Faisal... a doc-
ument was drafted which said that ‘on historical, economic and
geographical grounds it is proposed that the boundaries of Pales-
tine should be as follows : ‘In the North, the Litani River, to
Banias, close to and North of the sources of the River Jordan;
then in the south-easterly direction to a point just south of the

Damascus territory and west of the Hijaz railway’...»
(H.F. Frischwasser-Ra'anan. The Frontiers of a Nation. p. 10/-102).

Editor's note :

This is not a magazine. nor even a newsletter. No attemipt will be made at long-winded analysis or description. It is
fiterally a «factuals sheet,

FACTS will try to present the facts of the Pulestine Problem. We think  these will  speak for themselves and need
no comment or elaboration, It is this ignorance of the facts by the outside world that has been responsible for much of
the human suffering that has tken place in Palestine. It is time (hat the facts were known. Only on their basis can
disinterested and fair-minded people reach objective and intelligent conclusions. To help such people is our objective.

FACTS is produced by the Arab Women's Information Committee, a voluntary, non-professional, non-profit and private
organization of Arab women living in Beirut, Lebanon, who have been appalled at the manner in which the Palestine Prob-
lem has been presented so  far  in  the English-speak ing press

FACTS will be divided into two sections, the first dealing with background material, the second with current develop-
ments. It will appear on 1 monthly basis. We also hope to be uble 1o publish supplements on specific issues as the occasion
arises,

The background section will comprise quotations from Zionist writings to illustrate Zionist ideological and strategic
thought, statistics pertaining to various aspects of the Palestine Problem, and summarics of the more important historical
cvents and developments of the problem.

The selection of this material is necessarily arbitrary, but it is hoped that as much ground can be covered in successive
issues of FACTS as spuce permits.

As 10 the section on current developments, it will focus attention on the developments that have taken place since
5 June 1967

We shall endeavour throughout to give detailed references for all the material that we publish. We hope that our efforts
will contribute. however modestly, t0 a better understanding of the Arab point of view on the Palestine Problem.
FACTS welcomes all comments. suggestions and inquirics by its readers
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1919

1919

1919

The Claim of the Federation of Dutch Zionists :

« At the same time the Council of the Federation of Dutch Zionists,
headed by Van Vriesland and De Lieuwe, passed a resolution
demanding that the frontiers of Palestine should extend in the east
beyond the Hejaz Railway to the desert and in the north to points

not far from Beirut and Damascus.»
(Ibid., p. 102).

The Claim Submitted by the Zionist Organisation to the Peace
_Conference :

The Zionist Organisation demanded ¢ a line starting on the Medit-
teranean just south of the port of Sidon and then runaning north-
east up the slopes of the Lebanon, to include the greater part of the
Litani and the whole of the Jordan catchment area up to its nor-
thernmost source, near Rashaya. From there, the frontier was to
run along the crest of the Hermon, then turning due east to run
along ths northern watershed of the Yarmuk tributaries toward
the Hejaz Railway at a distance of some 20 kms. south of Damas-

cus...”
(Ibid., p. 107-108).

Dr. Weizmann States His Intentions :

Chaim Weizmann's intentions towards Lebanon were made plain
in the following quotation from his autobiography, Tral and
Error : « We travelled fairly extensively, crossing the Syrian
border into I.ebanon, and stopping off at some of the outpost set-
tlements. Every hill and every rock siood out like a challenge to
me at this time, telling me at every turn of the road how much
planning and energy and money would have to be poured into this
country before it could be ready to absorb large numbers of peo-
le. »

Fle (Chaim We zmann, Trial and Error, p. 3/3).

Lloyd George and the French Squabble Over the Frontiers

« The Zionist leaders were informed of the new line (i.e. the Deac-
ville Line) proposed by Lloyd George as the limit of the area to be
evacuated by British troops. They were deeply anxious lest this
line shouid become the permanent frontier and thus deprive the

Jewish national home of areas vital to it. »
(H. F. Frischwasser - Ra'anan, p. 117-118).

[he Deauville Line ¢meant leaving in French hands the coastal
area to the north of the Litani, all the northern Jordan sources with
the Rashaya and Hasbeiya districts, the Hermon, the Leja and

Jebel Dinze areas, as well as the Palmyra district of Syria. »
(bid., p. 115).
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Allenby Supports Zionist Claim :

«Colonel Gribbon of the War Office... advised the Zionists to press
their claims to the Hauran. He said that the Arabs would be loath
to give up the Ma'an area but that the British would mediate if any
difficultics arose. At the same time, Weizmann approached Allenby
and emphasized to him the strategic arguments for a strong nor-
thern frontier. Following this meeting, Allenby sent a telegram to
the cabinet, supporting Zionist territorial aspirations on military

grounds. »
(Ibid., p. 119-120).

The British Foreign Office Experts’ views:

«..a good case could be made for the extension of territory
on economic grounds since Jewish colonisation, if it was
to be carried out without abruptly dislodging the native population,
needed the large land reserves of the south and east and the waters
of the north for irrigation and power purposes. The Zionists want-
ed to divert the Litani into the Jordan valley and to set up a con-
servation scheme for all the waters flowing south and west from

the Harmon. »
(Ibid., p. 122-123).

Zionist Leaders Claim the Lower Litani :

Zionist leaders claimed the whole of the Jordan and Yarmuk basins
as well as the lower Litani for Palestine. «The Zionist leaders ap-
pealed to both Lloyd George and Curzon that they should be at
least permitied to divert part of the Litani waters into the Jordan
and to make use of the falls of the Yarmuk near Mezerib, since
otherwise the electric power plans of their engineering expert.

Ruthenberg, would be irretrievably ruined. »
(Ibid., p. 135).

In 1920 Berthelot, Secretary-General of the French Foreign Minis-
try, had a meeting with Lloyd George and Curzon to discuss Pales-
tine’s future frontiers. Lloyd George said, « All Jews were unani-
mously agreed that the sources of the Hermon and the head-waters
of the Jordan were vital to the existence... of Palestine...> Berthe-
lot replied that <the snows of Hermon dominated the town of
Damascus and could not be excluded from Syria, nor could the
waters of the Litani, which irrigated the most fertile regions of
Syria...»

(1bid., p. 128-129).

Berthelot refused American arbitration as he considered that
President Wilson was <« entirely guided by Mr. Brandeis, {an
American Jew) who held very decided views ». This remark was
prompted by the arrival of a telegram from Judge Brandeis, en-
dorsed by President Wilson and sent at Weizmann’s request. «The
cable said that French insistence on the Sykes-Picot line would

S
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divide Palestine in complete disregard of her historical boundaries
and would cripple her economy; at a minimum, the Jewish
national home should include the Litani, the watersheds of the

Hermon and the Hauran and Jaulan plains. »
(Ibid., p. 129).

The Karen Hayesod Manifesto :

The Karen Hayesod (Jewish Foundation Fund) issued a Manifesto
mn 1921 in which it said (p. 25) : <It is much to be regretted that
we must abandon for the present, all plans concerning the Litani,»
and accept a «truncated Palestine.»

When the Boundaries were Finally Accepted :

Following the acceptance of the final boundary lines by the French
and the British in 1923, « The Zionist leaders were deeply disap-
pointed at the loss of the Litani, the Upper Jordan, the Hermon
and the Hauran. They tried their best {0 achieve a peaceful change
in the frontier by settling Jewish immigrants on the land in Syria
and the Lebanon, but these atlempts were violently opposed by

the French. »
(H. F. Frischwasser - Ra'anan. p. 139).

Charges and Counter-Charges Between Ben Gurion and Yigal
Allon :

Ben Gurion in an interview with the Israeli newspaper Haboker
on T March 1964 : «The boundaries of the Jewish State would
have been larger had Moshe Dayan been our Commander-in-
Chief in 1948.»

A few days later Yigal Allon, Commander-in-Chief of the Israeli
Army in 1948, replied to Ben Gurion in the same newspaper :
«Had Ben Gurion not ordered a cease-fire then our troops would
have occupied the Litani River in the north (Lebanon) and the
Sinai desert in the south (Egypt) and also liberated the whole of
our homeland.»

The Economic Expansionism of Abba Eban :

At a news conference in Strasbourg in September 1967, Abba Eban,
the Israeli Foreign Minister, said that Israel was willing to form
an economic community with Lebanon and Jordan.. When
asked whether Israel would assist the Arab countries after a peace
treaty he stated: <A new area of development, could open up.
I am thinking particularly of Israel, Lebanon and Jordan. These
three countries should form an independent economic community

with free ports and open frontiers. »
(New York Times, 28 September 1967)

And the Straight forward Expansionism of Moshe Dayan :

In an inferview published in the army magazine, Bamahant,
Defence Minister Moshe Dayan declared in October 1967 : <Israel’s
borders, with the exception of that with Lebanon, are ideal,

though not necessarily realistic. »
(The Jewish Chronicle, 6 October 1967)
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Just when did the Desert Start to Bloom ?

1839

1891

1894

1911

Prime-Minister Levt Eshkol o Newsweek (17 February 1969).
¢« It was deser! — more than underdeveloped. Nothing. It was only
after we made the desert bloom and populaled it that thev became
interested in taking it from us. »

Sir Moses Montefiore, a well-known British Jew, wrote that
<in the Holy Land (the Jewish settlers) would find a greater cer-
tainty of success; here they will find wells already dug, olives and
vines already planted, and a land so rich as to require little man-
nre. »

The well-known Zionist writer Ahad Ha’am said: «We abroad
have a way of thinking that Palestine today is almost desert, an
uncultivated wilderness, and that anyone who wishes to buy
land there can do so to his heart’s content. But that is in fact not the
case. It is difficult to find any uncultivated land anywhere in the
country... we abroad have a way of thinking that the Arabs are all
savages, on a level with the animals, and blind to what goes on
around ther. Bul that is quite mistaken. The Arabs, especially the
townsmen, see through our activities in their country, and our aims.,
but they keep silent and make no sign, because for the present they
anticipa‘e no danger to their own future from what we are about.
But if the time should ever come when our people have so far
developed their life in Palestine that the indigenous population
should feel more or less cramped, then they will not readily make
way for us.»

(Am Scheidewege, Judischer Verlug, Berlin, Vol. 1, p. 86ff. Quoted in H. Kohn, Nationalism
in the East. Loiidoen, 1923, p. 126).

sir George Adam Smith wrote in his Historical Geography of
the Holv Land : < 1f Palestine be not a land of forests, it is a land of
orchards... even at the season of its annual ebb the fertility of the

whole land affords a contrast to the desert.»
(Ihid.. p. 74-73)

The famous American geographer, Ellsworth Huntington,
described Palestine as follows in Palestine and ils Transformation:
«The fertile, well-watered strip of the Philistine coastal plain.»

(Uhid.. p. 25)

He also said :

+ The modern Arab fellah, like the peasant of the past, raises his
grains and figs with no water except that furnished by rains, but
for oranges, lemons and other more valuable crops, he must have
moisture during the long dry summer. Accordingly, he digs nume-
rous wells, and from them obtains a continual supply by means
of pumps.»

(Ihid.. p. 38)
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