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THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA HAS STRESS­
ED THAT <ONLY SOCIALISM IS IN A POSITION 
TO CREATE THE CONDITIONS FOR THE EMANCI­
PATION OF MAN AND HAS DONE SO.>̂  THIS IS NO 
UTOPIA. OUR REVOLUTIONARY PRACTICE HAS 
PROVED THIS THOROUGHLY, MANY CENTURIES AND 
THOUSANDS OF YEARS HAVE GONE BY SINCE CLASS 
SOCIETIES EMERGED AND HISTORY HAS A L ­
WAYS SHOWN THAT THEY ARE DIVIDED INTO OP­
PRESSORS AND OPPRESSED, THE RICH WHO ENJOY 
ALL THE BLESSINGS CREATED BY NATURE AND THE 
WORK OF MAN ON THE ONE HAND, AND THE POOR 
WHO ARE DEPRIVED OF A L L JOY, I F NOT OF THEIR 
LIVELIHOOD, ON THE OTHER. NO ONE ALTOGETHER 
CAN DENY THIS TRUTH. I F WE READ THE WORKSHOP 
GREAT SOCIAL STUDENTS, THE NEWSPAPERS AND 
THE BULLETINS OF NEWS AGENCIES WHICH VOICE 
THE OPINIONS AND POLICIES OF THE STATES THEY 
DEPEND ON, AND OTHER MATERIALS ON THE SO­
CIAL CONDITION OF PEOPLE IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD, AS WELL AS THE INFORMATION 
MADE AVAILABLE BY THE UNO AND ITS INSTI­
TUTIONS, WE SHALL SEE THAT EVERYTHING IN­
DICATES THE POLARIZATION OF SOCIETY IN ALL 
THE COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD, APART FROM A L ­
BANIA. 

D e s c r i b i n g t h e g e n e r a l c r i s i s w h i c h h a s s w e p t t h e w h o l e 
c a p i t a l i s t , r e v i s i o n i s t a n d f e u d a l - c a p i t a l i s t w o r l d , t h e y a r e 
u n a b l e t o c o v e r u p u n e m p l o y m e n t , i n f l a t i o n , r i s i n g c o s t s 
o f l i v i n g a n d , a s t h e i r c o n s e q u e n c e , t h e m i s e r y o f t h o s e 
w h o h a v e n o t h i n g b u t t h e i r h a n d s t o e a r n a l i v i n g . I n t h i s 
s i t u a t i o n i t i s a p a r a d o x t o t a l k a b o u t e m a n c i p a t i o n , t o 
t a l k a b o u t h u m a n r i g h t s a n d d e m o c r a c y , a s t h e l e a d e r s o f 
a n d t h e s p o k e s m e n f o r t h e b o u r g e o i s a n d r e v i s i o n i s t s o ­
c i e t i e s d o e v e r y d a y a t p a r l i a m e n t a r y m e e t i n g s , b i l a t e r a l , r e ­
g i o n a l a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e s . T h e f a l s e n e s s o f 
t h e i r d e m a g o g y i s s o g l a r i n g t h a t e v e n t h e m o s t n a i v e 
c a n n o t f a i l t o e x p r e s s t h e i r r e v o l t w h e n t h e y s e e t h e m -

V I T O KAPO - Member of the CC of the PLA, President 
of the General Council of the Women's Union of Albania 

s e l v e s j o b l e s s , h o m e l e s s , s t r u g g l i n g w i t h s k y r o c k e t i n g p r i c e s 
a n d t e r r o r i z e d b y p o l i c e v i o l e n c e . 

T h e c o n t r a r y o c c u r s i n s o c i a l i s t A l b a n i a , i n w h i c h s u c h 
p h e n o m e n a o f t h e c a p d t a l i s t a n d r e v i s i o n i s t w o r l d a s c r i s e s , 
u n e m p l o y m e n t , i n f l a t i o n , r i s i n g c o s t s o f l i v i n g , e t c a r e a l i e n . 
A l b a n i a i s k n o w n a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d f o r i t s s t a b i l i t y a n d 
s t e a d i l y r i s i n g p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c a n d c u l t u r a l l e v e l . I n A l ­
b a n i a t h e r e i s r e m a r k a b l e u n i t y o f t h o u g h t a n d a c t i o n b e t ­
w e e n t h e p e o p l e a n d t h e P a r t y o f L a b o u r o f A l b a n i a , t h e 
p r i n c i p l e s o f w h i c h s h a p e t h e w h o l e l i f e o f t h e c o u n t r y . T h e 
m o t t o , «The P a r t y d o e s w h a t t h e p e o p l e w a n t a n d t h e p e o ­
p l e d o w h a t t h e P a r t y ,says>^ i s a r e a l i t y h e r e . 

H e r e e v e r y b o d y h o l d s d e a r t h e H o m e l a n d , t h e P a r t y 
a n d s o c i a l i s m a n d d e f e n d s t h e m w i t h f a n a t i c i s m . B u t t o b e 
a b l e t o d e f e n d t h e m y o u m u s t b e a w a r e o f t h e i r i n d i s -
p e n s a b i l i t y , s p e a k o u t c o u r a g e o u s l y a g a i n s t a l l t h o s e w h o 
t h r e a t e n t h e m p o l i t i c a l l y , i d e o l o g i c a l l y , e c o n o m i c a l l y o r m i ­
l i t a r i l y a n d b e p r e p a r e d t o f i g h t t h e m . T h e s e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
g u a r a n t e e t h a t A l b a n i a n r e a l i t y w h i c h i s s a n c t i o n e d a n t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e P S R o f A l b a n i a , a c c o r d i n g t o w h i c h 
s t a t e p o w e r s t e m s f r o m t h e p e o p l e a n d b e l o n g s t o t h e p e o ­
p l e . T h e A l b a n i a n p e o p l e a r e t h e m a s t e r s o f t h e i r s t a t e . 
H e r e i n l i e s t h e s e c r e t o f s o c i a l i s m w h i c h c r e a t e s a l l t h e 
c o n d i t i o n s a n d p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r t h e e m a n c i p a t i o n o f a l l p e o ­
p l e ; h e n e e d e r i v e s t h e d i r e c t i v e o f t h e 8 t h C o n g r e s s o f t h e 
P L A : -"The women of Albania and their organization, the 
Women's Union of Albania, must fight to uphold and 
further develop the spirit of emancipation amongst the 
mass of women themselves and in society as a whole.» 

A l b a n i a h a s e n t e r e d t h e 38 t h y e a r o f i t s c o m p l e t e l i b e r a ­
t i o n . O n t h e e v e o f L i b e r a t i o n , i n N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 4 , t h e l e a d e r 
o f t h e A l b a n i a n p e o p l e . C o m r a d e E n v e r H o x h a , s t r e s s e d 
a t t h e 1 s t C o n g r e s s o f t h e W U A : «The A l b a n i a n a n t i - f a s c i s t 
w o m a n w i l l a l w a y s h a v e t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e g o v e m m e n i 
a n d s t a t e i n h e r m a r c h t o w a r d s p r o g r e s s , j u s t a s t h e g o ­
v e r n m e n t a n d s t a t e w i l l h a v e t h e v a l u a b l e a s s i s t a n c e o f t h e 
A l b a n i a n a n t i - f a s c i s t woman.»• 

T h e s e s t a t e m e n t s , w h i c h i m p l i e d t h e c r e a t i v e i m p l e ­
m e n t a t i o n o f M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m i n t h e c o n c r e t e c o n d i t i o n s 
o f o u r c o u n t r y , w e r e n o t m e r e w o r d s a n d d i d n o t r e m a i n 



ON OF WOMAN -ON LE SOCIETY 
m conservative concepts which made the woman an inferior 
the men, and raised the emancipation of all the society to a higher degree. 

a dead letter. They expressed the need for the development 
of the whole society. And this development was never con­
sidered one-sidedly. It called for an appropriate material-
technical base, and for men capable of utili2iiig this base, 
of organizing it and ensuring its further development, en­
richment and strengthening. In a state in which private 
property no longer exists, and only the social ownership 
of the means of production exists, in which not a handful 
of families, but the whole working class with the Party 
at its head, determine the future of the nation, there is 
no spontaneity in the development of this or that branch 
of the economy; only the economic laws of socialism are 
recognized and implemented there. Everything is done in 
conformity with the plans of the economic and cultural 
development of the country, keeping due proportions of 
development among the different branches of the economy, 
as well as within these branches themselves, defining work 
productivity, the distribution of material blessings, and 
combining the general interest with the personal interests 
and sticking to the principle: each according to his ability, 
to each according to his work. 

In these conditions, socialism which struggles to achieve 
economic growth and cultural development and a constant 
improvement of well-being for the masses. Which sees 
competition as an alien phenomenon, is interested in 
drawing all the able-bodied population into social produc­
tive labour and, in this respect, cannot fail to take account 
of the forces of women. In all circumstances, even in the 
most difficult situations of wartime, women have shown 
themselves to be up to and do their tasks competently, as 
well as to lead, organize and create. 

The participation of the woman in productive labour, 
as a requirement of society, that is a duty, is at the same 
time her major right, a fundamental right which, after 
the proclamation of national independence and liberation 
from capitalist exploitation, guarantees her the economic, 
political, ideological and social independence. The inde­
pendence of the woman enriches the country with new 
energies which lay dormant and were unutilized in the 
past, strengthens the socialist economy, enlivens political 

and cultural life, frees men and women from stale concepts, 
inherited from the class society, on the role and place of 
woman, makes her an equal citizen to man at work, in so­
ciety and the family. 

The PLA calls on women today to uphold and further 
develop the spirit of emancipation amongst the miass of 
women themselves, and links it with the emancipation of 
society as a whole. The women and their organization — 
the WUA have faithfully followed the road mapped out 
by the PLA. They took part in the National Liberation War 
both on the front and in the back area, making an out­
standing contribution to the liberation of the country. They 
participated in mass volunteer actions for the recons­
truction of the Homeland, were outstanding in social ac­
tivities for the implementation of major economic reforms 
and, later, diligent workers and cooperativists in our plan­
ned economy. Women constitute today 46 per cent of the 
working people in the PSR of Albania. On a whole, their 
participation in social productive work is considered a 
solved problem. The 4 per cent difference in the degree 
of occupation of men and women results from the com­
position of the population, as well as from the fact that 
men, although they begin work at the same age as women, 
go on a pension 5 years later. 

We say that social productive work is a major factor 
for the all-round emancipation of women, as it calls for 
ability, experience, knowledge of and at tachment to one's 
job, all-round mobilization of the physical and mental abi­
lities to turn out the required amount of production ac­
cording to indices of planned productivity, assortment and 
quality, and at the lowest cost possible. Making work a 
duty and a right for women, opened the door for them to 
enjoy all the other rights. 

However, if in the past man worked outdoors (whenever 
he could find a job), the woman had no such opportunity. 
It has to accustom herself to social productive work. There­
fore, the state took all the measures to achieve this by 
opening courses and schools, beginning with courses 
against illiteracy (in 1938, 94 per cent of women were 
illiterate), organizing courses for professions of the lower 



4 • 2 (63), 1982 ALBANIA TODAY 

categories, expanding the network of primary, middle and 
higher vocational schools. Today the ratio of boys and 
gijls at school has been overthrown. Since 1952, 8-year 
schooling has been made compulsory for boys and girls. 
Girls account for 52 per cent of students in full-time 
secondary schools and 50 per cent in the Uni­
versity. 

Work, technical-professional and political education 
have raised the authority of women; men and women have 
been freed from conservative concepts which made the 
woman an inferior being, good only to be a mother, a 
housewife and, at most, to carry out some traditional tasks 
of her sphere. This work emancipated the women, eman­
cipated the men, and raised the emancipation of all the so­
ciety to a higher degree. A broad system of educational 
institutions served to raise the general cultural level of the 
people, to create the conviction among them that they cannot 
go to socialism without knowledge. In the past explanatory 
work had to be done among the parents in order to con­
vince them to allow their daughters to attend 8-year and 
secondary schools on state bursaries. Today 8-year schools 
are attended by everybody, boys and girls, middle schools 
by everyone who wishes to do so and girls compete with 
boys for good marks in order to win the right to attend 
higher school. The trend is towards the elimination of all 
distinctions between boys and girls, men and women, in 
the preparation of cadres and in the training of specialists 
and people with a sound culture. 

The social productive labour and the education of 
women concur in strengthening socialist property, endowing 
our new man with new features. With the emancipation 
of the Albanian woman, the society was also emancipated 
and developed. But all the social productive activity, the 
general educational, cultural and technical-professional 
uplift and the grouping of people in the mass organizations 
— the Trade Unions, the Labour Youth Union of Al­
bania, the Women's Union of Albania, besides their mem­
bership in the great organization of the Democratic Front 
of Albania, enlivened social life, enabled woman, just as 
man, to use her poUtical rights — the right of speech, of 
vote, of assembly and the press more fully. Women now 
state their own opinions and talk competently about the 
development of the economy and culture at meetings of 
workers' collectives and political organizations, taking a li­
vely part in the debate and discussion. Their word is lis­
tened to with great attention on all problems. From all de­
bates and discussions, men and women reach joint con­
clusions about a better organization and management of 
production, a broader development of culture, work out 
methods which practice has proved to be more efficient to 
meet the demands of the present stage of development of 
the economy, culture, etc. 

Frequently in the capitalist and revisionist world women's 
political opinions are disregarded altogether. Women 

are supposed to hold opinions identical with those of their 
menfolk. This indicates that the working woman is con­
sidered incapable of having an opinion of her own on pro­
blems of vital importance for the defence of her and her 
husband's interests, as well as the interests of her social 
class as a whole, which the ruling cliques trample under 
foot. What occurs in our socialist country? 

There are people who say that our approach to the 
different problems is always the same, that even at elec­
tions there is a 99.99 per cent conformity. And this, ac­
cording to these people, expresses a lack of democracy. 
But w e tell them that precisely in this unanimity our 
people find their strength, that i t expresses the truly po­
pular character of state power in our country. We are fully 
justified to say that with us exists the broadest democracy, 
because the policy of the PLA expresses the interests of 
the working people, of the working class and the Homeland 
to such an extent that no opportunity is left for anybody 
else to rise in defence of them. Opposition in this case 
would only be prejudicing the interests of the people, 
would represent only the oppressors and all those who 
want to sap the foundations of the sovereign and inde­
pendent People's Socialist Republic of Albania. This op­
position would have nothing in common with democracy, 
with the people, and would have much in common with 
their opponents against whom the dictatorship of the pro­
letariat, which is a democracy for the broad masses and 
a dictatorship for those who betray the interests of the 
people and the Homeland, operates. 

The achievements in the socio-political life emancipated 
woman, emancipates the society as a whole. There are 
many women activists working on a voluntary basis at 
people's councils, in the organizations of the Democratic 
Front, of the trade-unions, the youth and women. IVIany 
of them occupy leading posts. Today women account for 
33 per cent of the deputies to the People's Assembly, 30.8 
per cent of the members of the High Court of Justice, and 
41 per cent of those elected to the leading organs of the 
mass organizations. Women make up about 30 per cent 
of the membersihdp of the PLA, the leading staff of the 
country. 

But while talking about w"omen's achievements in pro­
ductive labour and in socio-political life we never lose 
sight of the fact that woman is a mother, a regulating 
factor in family life and an educator of the new generation. 
How are these problems, which somebody represents 
as contradictions which influence the treatment of women 
and put them in a condition of inferiority, resolved and 
combined? In our country they are tackled through the 
harmonization of interests, that is the combination o£ 
the personal interest with the general interest, giving 
priority to the latter. Herein lies the distinction between 
our socialist system and the capitalist and revisionist sys­
tem, a distinction which is based on the relations of pro-
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duction, on the ownership of the means of production, on 
the system of distribution, as well as the whole super­
structure that is built on this base. 

The health and education of children are a major pro­
blem concerning society as a whole. Today w e have over 
2,499 creches, of which 2,093 in the countryside, over 2,667 
kindergartens, of which 2,001 in the countryside, and 725 
maternity homes. Every village has its midwife and 
nurse and there is one doctor per 700 inhabitants. Pro­
phylactic medicine has already made great progress. 

The problems of family life a re more and more be­
coming the responsibility of society as a whole. The ques­
tion is about a better division of work among the members 
of the family which unti l yesterday came up against pet­
ty-bourgeois concepts of shying chores. Today society has 
a new approach to the solution of such problems. Of great 
importance is the fact that all the sectors which bear on the 
improvement of services for the family, according to the 
instruction of -the 8th Congress of the PLA, combine lo 
assist the family and the working women better and more 
quickly. 

These successes clearly speak of the emancipation of 
woman and society as a whole. Woman, just as all the other 
working people, takes an equal par t in the construction, 
strengthening and flourishing of socialist Albania, which 
creates the conditions and takes concrete measures for her 
complete emancipation. Here lies the difference between 
sociaUsm, the society which is built according to the teach­
ings of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, and the other 
societies, whatever their name, in which not the will of 
the masses, but that of the ruling minority is held to ac­
count. This proves that the character of the social system 
determines both the position of worker, peasant and in­
tellectual and that of woman. Paradoxically enough, the 
representatives of various states meet at international fo­
rums, even at the United Nations Organization to decide on 
the implementation of some plans for the emancipation of 
women, of human rights and other such problems at a t ime 
when they do well know that nothing will be done for 
the emancipation of women and the alleviation of the 
misery of the people's masses as they themselves are not 
In the least interested in taking any step in this direction. 
The only thing they do is to vote some hand-outs. But the 
emancipation of women is not a question tha t can be solved 
by means of a few hand-outs, or through the -"Chivalrous^ 
feelings of the «strong sex» towards the «weak 8ex», says 
Comrade Enver Hoxha, the leader of the Albanian people. 
Like the emancipation of the whole of mankind, it must 
become an indispensability if society as a whole is to be 
emancipated and develop. This is the road of socialist Al­
bania. 

With emancipated women, you have emancipated -men, 
emancipated and well-educated children, sound families 
based only on the relations of love, mutual respect and 

assistance of the couple, which is reflected in all the ge­
nerations of the family. This ensures unity in the family 
and society as a whole. 

This is the road on which the complete emancipation 
' of woman and society as a whole is ensured in Albania. 

However, we are aware that the complete emancipation 
of woman, just as the economic and cultural development 
of our country, is achieved through a fierce class struggle 
for the elimination of all leftovers, traditions and customs 
emerging from the depth of centuries, in which woman is 
seen as an inferior being. This presupposes constant ef­
forts to make women conscious of the need to combat 
all manifestations of atavistic feelings of submission to 
men in themselves, as well as all manifestations of ata­
vistic feelings of domination in men. The struggle for the 
emancipation of woman goes through the struggle against 
the penetration, through various channels, of the bour­
geois ideology into our country which is an island en­
circled by the capitalist and revisionist world; it goes 
through the struggle and efforts of the new woman to 
adapt herself to the situations and requirements of the new 
stage reached by our country, socialist Albania. 

The 8th Congress of the PLA once more emphasized that 
<̂ The Party has foug^ht and will go on fighting consistently 
for the implementation of its program for the complete 
emancipation of the Albanian woman, without whom so­
cialism cannot be conceived or its construction carried 
forward."-

To fulfil this program, the Party and the socialist state 
have worked out and approved the 7th Five-year Plan of 
the development of the economy and culture which en­
visages the all-round development of the productive forces 
and the relaitions of production. Its fulfilment presupposes 
a higher degree of emancipation of the Albanian women, 
as well as men. The 7th Five-year Plan calls on women 
and their organization to enhance their active role as build­
ers of socialism. Keeping in mind the fundamental task 
of the 7th Five-year Plan, «...to guarantee and gradually 
raise the material well-being and the cultural level 
of the masses of the working people and to further streng­
then the socialist order and the defence capacity of the 
Homeland,^ every woman, like all the other working peo­
ple, must be clear that the plan is built on scientific groimds, 
that it relies on a material-technical base and on people 
capable of fulfilling it, basing themselves fully on their 
own forces and possibilities. Therefore, while raising the 
efficiency of the economy and developing the technical-
scientific revolution, we must deepen the socialist indus­
trialization of the country, strengthen and intensify agri­
culture. All this calls for the constant raising of the cons­
ciousness of women, their total mobilization to get ac­
quainted with the targets of the plan and carry it out in 
time, quantity, quality and cost. For this purpose women 
must be educated so as to be able not only to fulfil plans. 
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b u t a l s o t o l e a d , t o o r g a n i z e p r o d u c t i o n a n d c u l t u r e a n d 
e n s ^ a g c , s i d e b y s i d e w i t h m e n , m o r e b r o a d l y i n t h e t e c h -
n i c a l - s c i e n t i t i c r e v o l u t i o n . 

S o c i a l i s t A l b a n i a i s not a b a c k w a r d c o u n t r y b a s e d o n 
e x t e n s i v e d e v e l o p m e n t , a s s o m e p e o p l e t r y t o m a k e o u t . 
Q u i t e t h e c o n t r a r y , a n i n t e n s i v e d e v e l o p m e n t i s e n v i s a g e d 
a l m o s t e v e r y w h e r e , o f c o u r s e w i t h o u t n e g l e c t i n g e x t e n s i v e 
d e v e l o p m e n t w h e r e t h e r e a r e p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r i t . T h e f a c t 
t h a t t o t a l i n d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t i o n i n 1 9 8 5 , a g a i n s t 1 9 8 0 , w i l l 
g r o w 3 6 - 3 8 i p e r c e n t a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n w i l l i n ­
c r e a s e 3 0 - 3 2 p e r c e n t , a n d t h a t t h i s i n c r e a s e w i l l n o t b e 
a c h i e v e d o n l y t h r o u g h n e w p l a n t s a n d f a c t o r i e s t h a t w i l l 
b e b u i l t o r r e c o n s t r u c t e d i n t h e y e a r s o f t h e f i v e - y e a r p l a n , 
b u t a l s o a n d e s p e c i a l l y t h r o u g h a r a t i o n a l u t i l i z a t i o n o f 
t h e p r o d u c t i v e c a p a c i t i e s ( p r o d u c t i v i t y g r o w t h a c c o u n t s f o r 
6 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e i n c r e a s e o f i n d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t i o n a n d 9 0 
p e r c e n t o f t h e i n c r e a s e o f a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n ) , s p e a k s o f 
t h e i n t e n s i v e e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t w h i c h w i l l e n s u r e t h e 
p r o g r e s s o f o u r c o u n t r y a s a c o u n t r y w i t h a n a d v a n c e d i n ­
d u s t r y a n d a g r i c u l t u r e . R a i s i n g p r o d u c t i v i t y , e f f i c i e n c y a n d 
q u a l i t y c a l l s f o r more k n o w l e d g e . T h e 8 t h C o n g r e s s of t h e 
P L A d r e w the a t t e n t i o n o f s o c i e t y a s a w h o l e , a n d e s ­
p e c i a l l y o f w o m e n a n d t h e i r o r g a n i z a t i o n , t h a t c o n t i n u o u . i 
e f f o r t s m u s t b e m a d e t o a c h i e v e c o m p l e t e e q u a l i t y o f w o m e n 
w i t h m e n a s r e g a r d s e d u c a t i o n a l , c u l t u r a l a n d t e c h n i c a l -
p r o f e s s i o n a l level, becaiise even t o this d a y t h e r e i s a c e r t a i n 
i n e q u a l i t y between men and women in the field of edu­
cation and culture. 

T h e f o r m s a n d m e t h o d s o l e d u c a t i o n , t h e c o n c r e t e o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n a l a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e m u a s u r o L S t a k e n s o f a r a n d 
o t h e r m e a s u r e s t h a t w i l l b e t a k e n , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e n e e d s , 
b y a l l t h e l e v e r s o f t h e P a r t y a n d t h e s t a t e o r g a n s i n 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s o l t h e m a s s e s , w i l l 
c r e a t e m o r e f r e e t i m e f o r w o m e n a n d e n a b l e t h e m t o 
I ' . t i l i z e i t b e t t e r f o r t h e i r e d u c a t i o n b y a t t e n d i n g s c h o o l s 
a n d c o u r s e s o r g a n i z e d s p e c i a l l y f o r t h e m . H e r e i m p o r t a n t 
t a s k s d e v o l v e o n a l l t h e s t a t e o r g a n s , a l l f a m i l y m e m b e r s 
a n d , l a s t n o t l e a s t , t h e w o m e n t h e m s e l v e s . 

A w o m a n w h o m a r c h e s i n s t e p w i t h t i m e , w h o l i v e s 
w i t h t h e i n t e r n a l a n d e x t e r n a l s i t u a t i o n a n d k n o w s h o w t o 
c o p e w i t h t h e t a s k s d e r i v i n g f r o m t h e m i s i n a b e t t e r p o ­
s i t i o n t o p l a y h e r r o l e a s a m o t h o i - a n d a s a w i f e i n t h e 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f t h e s o c i a l i s t f a m i l y a n d t h e c o m p l e x i t y 
o f f a m i l y r e l a t i o n s , b e c o m e s e v e r m o r e a w a r e o f t h e i m ­
p o r t a n c e o f h e r r o l e , a s t h e 8 t h C o n g r e s s o f t h e P L A 
s t r e s s e s , «as a n a c t i v e b u i l d e r o f s o c i a l i s m , a s t a u n c h 
d e f e n d e r o f t h e H o m e l a n d , a c a r e f u l m o t h e r a n d e d u c a t o r 
o f t h e y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n * ^ . 

S o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y i n n e w A l b a n i a t e m p e r s t h i s t y p e o f 
w o m a n . A n d t h i s i s a c h i e v e d n e i t h e r b y m e r e d e c r e e s o r 
p l a n s , n o r o n l y b y e d u c a t i o n a l w o r k a n d p a r t i a l c l a i m s . 
W o m a n i s e m a n c i p a t e d w h e n t h e s t r u g g l e f o r h e r e m a n ­
c i p a t i o n , d e s p i t e i t s s p e c i f i c n a t u r e , i s c o m b i n e d w i t h t h e 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e o f t h e w h o l e p e o p l e u n i t e d u n d e r 
t h e l e a d e r s h i p a n d i n s p i r a t i o n o f t h e M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t 
p a r t y . 



THE RAISING OF PRODUCTIVITY OF LABOUR 
Not only the ceaseless raising of the productivity 
of labour, but also the full occupation of the active population are 
a characteristic and objective demand of our society 

AS A RESULT OF THE DEEP-GOING REVOLUTIONAKY TEANSFORMA-
TIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE IN THE PROCESS OF THE REVOLUTION 
AND THE SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION IN THE FIELD OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS, THE ECONOMY OF ALBANIA HAS BECOME A SYSTEM BASED 
ON THE SOCIALIST SOCIAL OWNERSHIP OF THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION, 
WHICH EXCLUDES THE EXPLOITATION OF MAN BY MAN, AND DEVELOPS 
ON THE BASIS OF THE REQUiREMENTS OF THE OBJECTIVE ECONOMIC 
LAWS OF SOCIALISM WHICH ARE EXPRESSED IN THE ECONOMIC PO­
LICY OF THE STATE. 

IN THE SOCIALIST ECONOMY OPERATES A DEFINITE SYSTEM OF 
ECONOMIC LAWS: THE SPECIFIC ECONOMIC LAWS OF SOCIALISM, A 
SET OF LAWS WHICH HAVE OPERATED IN SEVERAL PRE-SOCIALIST SO­
CIO-ECONOMIC ORDERS, BUT WHICH NOW ASSUME A NEW SOCIO-ECO­
NOMIC CONTENT BECAUSE THEY EXPRESS THE NEW, SOCIALIST, RE­
LATIONS IN PRODUCTION AND FUNCTION WITHIN LIMITS CONTROL-
ABLE BY SOCIETY, AS WELL AS THE UNIVERSAL LAWS WHICH OPERATE 
IN ALL SOCIO-ECONOMIC ORDERS. IN THIS SYSTEM OF LAWS THE SPE­
CIFIC ECONOMIC LAWS OF SOCIALISM OCCUPY THE MAIN PLACE. 
HOWEVER, ALONG WITH THEM, AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE DEVELOP­
MENT OF THE SOCIALIST ECONOMY IS PLAYED BY THE UNIVERSAL 
LAWS AND ESPECIALLY THE LAW OF THE RAISING OF THE PRO­
DUCTIVITY OF SOCIAL LABOUR. 

A characteristic feature of socialism 
is that in this social order the raising of 
the productivity of labour is manifested 
in all its extent and depth: it is ma­
nifested in the form of its uninterrupted 
raising at planned rapid rates. In the 
capitalist economy the laws of the rais­
ing of the productivity of labour exist 
only as a tendency, with interruptions 
and zigzags, through antagonistic con­
tradictions. In different socio-economic 
orders the final objective of the ope-
HASAV^ BANJA - Processor. Director 
of the Institute oj Economic Studies of 
the Academy of Sciences of the PSR 
of Albania 

ration of this law is different. Whereas 
in the pre-socialist orders divided into 
antagonistic classes the productivity of 
labour has been and is continuously 
used as a means to increaiSe the degree 
of exploitation of the working man, in 
socialism it serves the socialist objective 
according to the revolutionary princi­
ple of self-reliance, the lowering of the 
cost of production and circulation, the 
increase of the material well-being and 
the raising of the cultural level of the 
working masses. 

It is for these reasons that in all their 
activity for the development of the so­

cialist economy, the PL A and the so­
cialist state have always been guided 
by the teachings of Marxism-Leninism, 
according to which the productivity 
of labour is the main factor for the 
t r iumph of the new social order, be­
cause it expresses the most important, 
the qualitative aspect of the level of de­
velopment of t he forces of production, 
the direction and the organization of 
the socialist economy, the degree of 
participation and consciousness of the 
working people in the social production 
and in the distribution of its results, 
the degree of its economic effectiveness. 
Speaking of the great ideological, po­
litical and socio-economic impoDtance 
which the unceasing raising of the pro­
ductivity of labour has for the eco­
nomy of Albania, Comrade Enver Hoxha 
has said: «...the constant increase of the 
productivity of labour, as the economic 
law of socialism, is a decisive factor 
for the increase of the rates of product­
ion, the lowering of costs, the increase 
of the socialist accumulation and the 
i m p i w e m e n t of the material and cul­
tural level of the working masses.** 

A distinguishing feature of this law 
in the Albanian economy is that the 
productivity of labour has been raised 
at high rates. In 1980, against 1950, it 
is estimated that the productivity of la­
bour in industry has increased over 
threefold. 
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I n t h e s o c i a l i s t e c o n o m y t h e r a i s i n g 
of t h e p r o d u c t i v i t y o f l a b o u r is c o n ­
d i t i o n e d b y i m p o r t a n t s o c i a l , n a t u r a l , 
a n d technical-material f a c t o r s . T h e s o ­
c i a l b a s i s o f t h e r a i s i n g o f t h e pro­
d u c t i v i t y o f l a b o u r l i e s in t h e s o c i a l i s t 
r e l a t i o n s o f p r o d u c t i o n , t h e n e w c h a ­
r a c t e r o f w o r k in s o c i a l i s m , t h e h i g h e r 
d e g r e e of s o c i a l i s t c o n s c i o u s n e s s of t h e 
w o r k i n g p e o j x l e . S o c i a l i s m i s t h e d e e d 
o f t h e m a s s e s , it i s b u i l t t h r o u g h t h e 
f r e e a n d c r e a t i v e h i g h p r o d u c t i v i t y w o r k 
o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s a n d t h e o t h e r 
w o r k i n g m a s s e s . I n o u r s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y , 
w o r k i s n o t a s t r a n g e e l e m e n t , i s o l a t e d 
f r o m t h e c r e a t i v e a c t i v i t y o f t h e w o r k ­
i n g p e o p l e . I t i s n o t o n l y a s o u r c e o f 
l i v e l i h o o d , b u t a l s o a s o u r c e o f i n s p i ­
r a t i o n , j o y a n d h a p p i n e s s f o r e v e r y 
w o r k i n g m a n . T h e p l a c e t h a t e v e r y o n e 
o c c u p i e s i n o u r n e w s o c i e t y i s d e ­
t e r m i n e d b y h i s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n p r o d u c ­
t i v e a c t i v i t y a n d o t h e r s o c i a l l y useful 
a c t i v i t i e s , b y t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n e a c h 
m a k e s t o t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f s o c i e t y . 
T h e A l b a n i a n r e a l i t y h a s v i n d i c a t e d t h e 
v a l i d i t y o f M a r x ' s w o r d s t h a t i n order 
t o e n s u r e t h e c o n s t a n t a n d r a p i d r a i s ­
i n g o f t h e p r o d u c t i v i t y o f l a b o u r , it i s 
n e c e s s a r y t o b r i n g a b o u t n o t o n l y j u s t 
t e c h n i c a l c h a n g e s , b u t first o f all, a 
c h a n g e i n t h e s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s o f 
p r o d u c t i o n , i n t h e r e l a t i o n s o f p r o ­
d u c t i o n . 

T h e s o c i a l i s t s o c i a l o w n e r s h i p o f t h e 
m e a n s o f p r o d u c t i o n , t h e a c t i v i t y o f 
m a n i n t h e p r o d u c t i v e w o r k , t h e p r o ­
g r e s s o f s c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o l o g y , t h e 
e v e r m o r e e x t e n s i v e a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e i r 
r e s u l t s i n p r o d u c t i o n , a s w e l l as t h e 
o p e r a t i o n o f t h e e c o n o m i c l a w s o f s o ­
c i a l i s m , h a v e c o n d i t i o n e d t h e r a p i d r a i s ­
i n g o f t h e p r o d u c t i v i t y o f l a b o u r . 

T h e m a n , w i t h h i s w o r k h a b i t s a n d 
w i t h h i s e x p e r i e n c e o f p r o d u c t i o n , i s 
p a r t o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s a s a s o c i a l 
b e i n g c a p a b l e o f c r e a t i n g a n d u s i n g t h e 
m e a n s o f p r o d u c t i o n a n d t h e o b j e c t s 
o f w o r k w i t h h i g h p r o d u c t i v i t y a n d 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s . L e n i n h a s w r i t t e n t h a t , 
•" . . . the f i r s t p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e o f a l l 
m a n k i n d i s t h e w o r k e r , t h e w o r k i n g 
man.»2 W i t h o u t t h e u s e f u l p r o d u c t i v e 
a c t i v i t y o f m a n , t h e t e c h n i q u e a n d a l l 
t h e m e a n s of p r o d u c t i o n in general, how­
ever p e r f e c t e d and developed they 

m a y be , w i l l a l w a y s r e m a i n a d e a d 
s t o c k . T h e d e v e l o p m e n t a n d i m p r o v e ­
m e n t o f t h e i m p l e m e n t s o f l a b o u r h a s 
b e e n d o n e b y m a n . P a r a l l e l w i t h t h e 
i m p r o v e m e n t a n d d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e 
i m p l e m e n t s o f l a b o u r m a n d e v e l o p s , h i s 
e x p e r i e n c e o f p r o d u c t i o n i s e n r i c h e d , 
t h e p r o d u c t i v i t y o f l a b o u r i s r a i s e d a n d 
t h e a m o u n t o f p r o d u c t i o n o f m a t e r i a l 
v a l u e s f o r t h e f u l f i l m e n t o f t h e e v e r 
g r o w i n g n e e d s o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n , t h e 
e c o n o m y a n d t h e d e f e n c e o f t h e c o u n ­
t r y , i s i n c r e a s e d . 

1 . 

T h e i m p o r t a n c e a n d t h e r a n g e o f o p e ­
r a t i o n o f t h e e c o n o m i c l a w o f t h e r a i s ­
i n g o f t h e p i - o d u c t i v i t y o f l a b o u r k e e p s 
i n c r e a s i n g a n d e x t e n d i n g a l o n g s i d e t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t a n d s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f t h e 
e c o n o m y o n t h e r o a d o f t h e c o m p l e t e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f s o c i a l i s m . T h i s i s c o n ­
n e c t e d w i t h t h e f a c t t h a t , i n s o c i a l i s m , 
p r o d u c t i o n d e v e l o p s a t e v e r i n c r e a s i n g 
r a t e s , e v e r n e w s o u r c e s o f l a b o u r , e v e r 
n e w m a t e r i a l a n d f i n a n c i a l v a l u e s e n t e r 
t h e e c o n o m i c c i r c u l a t i o n , t h e i n t e n s i v e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e e c o n o m y g r o w s i n 
d e p t h , i t s e f f e c t i v e n e s s , t h e c o n c e n t r a t ­
i o n , s p e c i a l i z a t i o n a n d c o o p e r a t i o n a n d 
c o m b i n a t i o n o f p r o d u d t i o n a r e r a i s e d t o 
a h i g h e r d e g r e e , t h e s o c i a l i s t r e l a t i o n s 
o f p r o d u c t i o n a r e c e a s e l e s s l y p e r f e c t e d . 

T h e d i r e c t i v e s o f t h e 8 t h C o n g r e s s o f 
t h e P a r t y f o r t h e 7 t h F i v e - y e a r P l a n 
( 1 9 8 1 - 1 9 8 5 ) o p e n u p n e w , b r o a d e r p e r s ­
p e c t i v e s f o r t h e f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
t h e e c o n o m y o n t h e r o a d o f s o c i a l i s m . 
A s C o m r a d e E n v e r H o x h a p o i n t e d o u t 
i n t h e r e p o r t d e l i v e r e d a t t h e C o n g r e s s , 
t h e f u n d a m e n t a l t a s k o f t h e 7 t h F i v e -
y e a r P l a n i s : -"The general development 
of the economy, relying completely on 
our own forces, on the basis of deep­
ening the socialist industrialization of 
the country, the strengthening and in­
tensification of agriculture, raising the 
efficiency of the economy, the develop­
ment of the technical-scientific revo­
lution and perfecting the socialist re­
lations of production, in order to gua­
rantee and gradually raise the material 
well-being and the cultural level of the 
masses of the working people and to 

further strengthen the socialist order 
and the defence capacity of the Ho-
meland.»-3 

I n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h t h i s f u n d a m e n t a l 
t a s k , t h e d i r e c t i v e s o f t h e 8 t h C o n g r e s s 
o f t h e P a r t y e n v i s a g e t h a t in 1 9 8 5 , 
a g a i n s t 1 9 8 0 , t o t a l s o c i a l p r o d u c t s h o u l d 
i n c r e a s e 3 4 - 3 6 p e r c e n t , t o t a l i n d u s t r i a l 
p r o d u c t i o n 3 6 - 3 8 p e r c e n t , t o t a l a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n ( i n t h e 7 t h F i v e - y e a r 
P l a n , a g a i n s t t h e 6 t h F ive -year P l a n , f o r 
t h e f i v e y e a r s t a k e n t o g e t h e r ) , 3 0 - 3 2 
p e r c e n t , n a t i o n a l i n c o m e 3 5 - 3 7 per 
c e n t , r e a l i n c o m e p e r h e a d o f p o p u l a t i o n 
8 - 1 0 p e r c e n t . 

E s t i m a t e d o n t h e bais is of t h e s e g r o w t h 
r a t e s , s o c i a l p r o d u c t i o n , b o t h i n d u s t r i a l 
a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l , f u n d a m e n t a l i n v e s t ­
m e n t s , e t c w i l l i n c r e a s e t o v e r y g r e a t 
p r o p o r t i o n s . I t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t t h e v o ­
l u m e o f t h e s o c i a l p r o d u c t i n t h e 7 t h 
F i v e - y e a r P l a n w i l l b e e q u a l t o t h e v o ­
l u m e o f t h e s o c i a l p r o d u c t w h i c h w a s 
r e a l i z e d i n t h e 4 t h a n d the 5 t h F i v e -
y e a r P l a n s t a k e n t o g e t h e r ( f o r t h e 
y e a r s 1 9 8 6 - 1 9 7 5 ) , w h e r e a s the v o l u m e 
o f f u n d a m e n t a l i n v e s t m e n t s w i l l be 
e q u a l t o t h a t r e a l i z e d i n t h e f i r s t f o u r 
f i v e - y e a r p l a n s t a k e n t o g e t h e r ( i n t h e 
y e a r s f r o m 1 9 5 1 to 1 9 7 0 ) . 

I n s p i t e o f h i g h r a t e s o f p o p u l a t i o n 
g r o w t h , t h e s o c i a l p r o d u c t p e r h e a d o f 
p o p u l a t i o n w i l l i n c r e a s e 2 1 p e r c e n t , a n d 
n a t i o n a l i n c o m e 2 2 p e r c e n t . 

F o r t h e a t t a i n m e n t o f t h e s e o b j e c ­
t i v e s i n t h e f i e l d o f t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of 
p r o d u c t i o n a n d t h e e n h a n c e m e n t of t h e 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f t h e e c o n o m y , a f a c t o r 
o f v e r y g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e i s t h e r a i s i n g 
o f t h e p r o d u c t i v i t y o f l a b o u r . T o a c h i e v e 
t h i s , t h e d i r e c t i v e s e n v i s a g e t h a t , i n ge­
n e r a l , t h e p r o d u c t i v i t y o f s o c i a l l a b o u r 
s h o u l d i n c r e a s e 1 2 - 1 4 p e r c e n t , a n d 
m o r e p a r t i c u l a r l y i n i n d u s t r y 1 3 - 1 5 per 
c e n t , i n c o n s t r u c t i o n 1 4 - 1 6 per c e n t . 
T h i s w i l l e n a b l e u s t o e n s u r e n e a r l y h a l f 
t h e i n c r e a s e o f t h e p r o d u c t i v i t y of s o ­
c i a l w o r k , 4 6 - 4 8 p e r c e n t o f t h e i n c r e a s e 
o f i n d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t i o n , 4 2 - 4 4 per c e n t 
o f t h e i n c r e a s e o f the v o l u m e o f c o n s ­
t r u c t i o n - a s s e m b l y w o r k , o v e r 4 6 per 
c e n t o f t h e i n c r e a s e o f n a t i o n a l i n c o m e , 
e t c f r o m t h e r a i s i n g o f t h e p r o d u c t i v i t y 
o f l a b o u r . 

A s e m e r g e s f r o m these data, the rais­
ing of the productivity of labour as-
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sumes an exceptional importance in the 
7th Five-year Plan. The tasks set lor 
the large-scale investments, which gua­
rantee the rapid rates of development 
of the economy, the opening of new 
jobs in town and countryside, which 
ensure the maintenance of the present 
level of well-being of the people and 
its further improvement, as well as the 
strengthening of the defence capacity 
of the Homeland, rely on this basis. On 
the attainment of the tasks of the 7th 
Five-year Plan for the raising of the 
productivity of labour depend, to a large 
extent, the stability of the economy, 
the increase of the purchasing power 
of the population and the possibility to 
meet it with the respective fund of con­
sumption, the possibility to increase the 
volume of daily services for the popu­
lation to expand their structure and 
improve their quality, to maintain the 
stability of the market and the mone­
tary circulation. On the attainment of 
the tasks for raising the productivity 
of labour depends also the maintenance 
of the main proportions of the five-year 
plan and the opening of new perspec­
tives for the future. 

The fulfilment of the tasks which 
have been set in the field of the pro­
ductivity of labour will be realized 
through the activation of all the tech­
nical, economic and social levers which 
must lead to the sparing use of the time 
socially necessary for production. In this 
direction, a special role is played by 
technical-scientific progress, the raising 
of the degree of utilization of equip­
ment, which is directly connected with 
the extensive use of machinery. In his 
major work <<Capital>^ Marx has writ­
ten that machinery is the most powerful 
means for increasing work productivity, 
ie for reducing the time of work needed 
for the production of goods. To this 
end, in the 7th Five-year Plan it is en­
visaged that the material-technical base 
of socialism will be extended and its 
structure improved further. This is to 
be achieved through fundamental in­
vestments for the setting up of new 
projects, the reconstruction of the exist­
ing productive capacities, as well as the 
extension of the mechanization, che-
mization and electrification of work 

processes. In the 7th Five-year Plan 
45.6 per cent of the investment funds 
will go to the development of industry 
whereas 28.7 per cent to the develop­
ment of agriculture. In this manner, the 
development of these two main bran­
ches of material production will need 
nearly 3/4 of the total volume of funds 
which will be used for financing the 
development of the economy and the 
social-cultural sectors. In fehe sector of 
industry priority will be given to invest­
ments for strengthening the energy base, 
increasing the extraction of oil and the 
extraction and enrichment of mineral 
ores, developing ferrous and non-fer­
rous metallurgy, the electric and che­
mical industries, etc. From the cons­
truction of new projects and from the 
extension and the reconstruction of the 
existing productive capacities, it is en­
visaged to ensure 40 per cent of the in­
crease of the industrial production for 
the entire 7th Five-year Plan. 

The development of industry, the in­
crease of the production of fuels and 
work tools, the raising of the degree of 
mechanization of the various work pro­
cesses, the perfecting of the techno­
logical processes, will ensure more than 
half of the planned target for the in­
crease of the productivity of labour in 
this five-year plan. 

In the present-day conditions of the 
development of the economy, with the 
development of the technical-scientific 
revolution with our own forces, and the 
numerical and the raising of the edu­
cational, cultural, technical and profes­
sional level of the working class, all the 
possibilities exist for linking the raising 
of the productivity of labour ever more 
closely with the progress of science and 
technology. 

Good results have been recorded in 
the field of designing and building new 
projects, in the reconstruction of fac­
tories and plants under exploitation, in 
the setting up of complex technological 
lines with our own forces, in the field 
of mechanization, etc. Relying on our 
own forces it was possible, right in the 
first year of the 7th Five-year Plan, to 
build and commission many projects of 
the ferrous metallurgy such as a high 
furnace and coking plant, to design 

twenty new mines and many new fac­
tories for the enrichment of iron-nickel 
ore, copper, coal, etc. 

An extensive field for the raising of 
the productivity of labour remains the 
mechanization of the processes of work 
in industry, agriculture, construction, as 
well as in other branches of the eco­
nomy in whicli many work processes 
are still carried out by hand. There are 
differences in the degree of mecha­
nizations amongst the various branches 
of the economy and inside enterprises 
of the same branch, differences which 
are not conditioned by the nature of 
work and tecKnological processes. The 
elimination of manual processes and 
the liquidation of the differences exist­
ing in the degree of mechanization 
within the same branch of the economy 
and production, as well as amongst va­
rious branches, is one of the main eco­
nomic objectives of the 7th Five-year 
Plan, Achievement of it will positively 
influence the productivity of labour. 
Complex mechanization, which is being 
applied in chrome, copper, and iron-
nickel mines, as well as improvement of 
the technology of extraction and ap-
phcation of more advanced methods of 
extraction are, no doubt, major achie­
vements which must be promoted 
further in this five-year plan. 

Fulfilment of these big tasks for rais­
ing the productivity of labour on the 
basis of advanced equipment and ma­
chinery has made it urgent for our me­
chanical industry to proceed at rapid 
rates towards increasing the production 
of machinery, equipment and other im­
plements of labour. In 1985, as against 
1980, mechanical industry will increase 
its production by 43-45 per cent, with 
the production of machinery and equip­
ment increasing by 58-58 per cent, that 
is at higher rates than the increase 
of production of mechanical industry 
overall. On this basis, it will become 
possible for mechanical industry to real­
ly and effectively assist to raise the de­
gree of mechanization of the main and 
auxiliary processes, so that in 1985 the 
degree of mechanization in the loading 
of chrome, copper, iron-nickel, and coal 
will be 90 per cent, against 65 per cent 
as it is today. 
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The problems of the socialist orga­

nization of work, the improvemeint of 
work norms, the strengthening of work­
ing discipline, will ass^ime even greater 
importance in raising labour producti­
vity during the 7th Five-year Plan. It 
is foreseen that nearly half the planned 
increase of tlie productivity of labour 
will be ensured through better or­
ganization of work. The importance of 
work organization in raising labour pro­
ductivity becomes very great because 
achievement of the final objective in 
this case does not require supplement­
ary investments. 

With the socialist industrialization of 
the country, with the introduction of 
the achievements of modern science, 
technique, and technology, Into the pro­
cesses of production, with the raising 
of the educational and technical-pro­
fessional level of the working class and 
the improvement of the work of the 
economic organs, norming methods have 
also been improved and enriched going 
from the lower degree of experimental 
and later statistical norming, to the 
higher degree of technical norming. 

In the 7th Five-year Plan, along with 
the extension of normed work to in­
clude 90 per cent of the total number 
of working people of the country, 
greater attention will be paid to im­
proving the level of norming, so that 
most of the workers shouW work ac­
cording to technical norms, so that ex­
perimental and statistical norms should 
gradually be replaced with technical 
norms. Surveys carried out in the me­
chanical industry, light industry and 
wood-processing industry, have shown 
that every one per cent increase in the 
time of work done by technical norms 
corresponds to an increase in producti­
vity from 0.5 per cent to one per cent. 
Technical norms should ibe fixed on the 
basis of the progressive mean index, 
wLich, in itself, contains the best ex­
perience accumulated in a given pro­
cess of work. 

Partial view of the deep 
oil processing plant, Ballsh. 
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The problem of improving work 

norms in socialism has a very great 
socio-economic significance. It is con­
nected with the saving of not only liv? 
labour, but also of materialized labour, 
therefore it is directly connected with 
individual and social productivity, with 
the level of the expenditure society must 
make for the production of goods. By 
means of work norms, in a conscious 
and active manner, the socialist state 
uses the levers of the plan to regulate 
both the measure of the socially neces­
sary work and the amount of remu­
neration for the work of every worker 
ir. conformity with the requirements 
o£ the law of distribution accord­
ing to work done, its quantity and 
quality. 

Man remains the decisive factor in 
the deepening of the technical-scientific 
revolution, in the increase of production, 
in the improvement of its structure 
and quality, as well as in the fulfil­
ment of the plan for the raising of the 
productivity of labour. In Albania to­
day the working class and the pea­
santry have completely changed their 
physiognomy. They are two alhed clas­
ses, which have political power in their 
hands, they arc the owners of the 
means of production and. under the 
leadership of the Party, run the eco­
nomy and social production. In the 
years of the people's state power, the 
working class and the cooperativist pea­
santry have constantly raised their edu­
cational and professional level. Today 
more than 57 per cent of our work­
ing people have 8-year and secondary 
schooling and 32 per cent of them have 
gone through secondary and higher vo­
cational schools. In the countryside, 52.3 
per cent of the cooperativists have 
8-year and secondary schooling. The 
qualification of the working people as­
sumes a great importance if we bear 
in mind that the overwhelming part of 
fundamental investments and cons-
structions will be completed in this 
five-year plan, which will ensure the 
commissioning of 80 per cent of the 
fundamental funds, and that the num­
ber of workers and cooperativists will 
increase by nearly 20 per cent against 
the present situation. 

2. 
Nor only the ceaseless raising of the 

productivity of labour but also the full 
occupation of the active population are 
a characteristic and objective demand 
of our society. An all-time close connec­
tion has existed between these factors 
of socio-economic development. They 
have been treated and combined as two 
permanent roads for the development of 
the extended socialist reproduction at 
rapid rates, for the increase of the so­
cial product, for the introduction of the 
natural assets of the country into eco­
nomic circulation, for the raising of the 
well-being of the people and the 
strengthening of the defence capacity of 
the Homeland. 

Albania is outstanding for its rapid 
demographic growth. High rates of po­
pulation growth is due to a bir th-rate 
and a continuously decreasing death-
rate in demographic picture in Albania. 

Compared with the situation before 
the Liberation of the country, the Alba­
nian population has increased very ra­
pidly. In 1980, as against 1938, it has 
increased 2.6 times, at an average an­
nual rate of 2.57 per cent. The population 
of Albania today is 2.7 milhon, and by 
1985 it is envisaged to rise to about 3 
million, and at its present and forese-
enable growth rate in 2000 it will reach 
4 million. The density of population in 
1990 will be 119 inhabitants per square 
kilometre, against 93 inhabitants per 
square kilometre which it is today, and 
in the year 2000 it will rise to about 
140 inhabitants per square kilometre. 
The growth of our population is ex­
plained with a high birth-rate, as well 
as a low death-rate per 1,000 inhabitants. 
The average life expectancy in socialist 
Albania has reached 69.2 years, against 
38.3 years in the period before Libe­
ration. Another important things is that 
the average age of the Albanian po­
pulation today is 25.7 years. The fact 
that people under 15 years of age cons­
titute 36 per cent of the population is 
proof of its dynamic development, which 
will be preserved in the future, too. 

In Albania there is no room for such 
negative social phenomena as is the pro­
gressive aging of the population, a 
phenomenon which deeply affects de­

mographic and national processes, and 
which is noticed in many countries of 
Europe. Uncertainty about t he future, 
rising costs of living and other phe­
nomena of this kind in these coun­
tries, have reduced the birth-rate to the 
minimum, which results in the very 
slow increase of the population. The re­
duced number of new families and the 
increased tendency to childless m*ar-
riages, because of the difficulties which 
the broad working masses in these 
countries have to cope wi th in bringing 
up their children, is ample explanation 
to the crisis of the family which exists 
in the bourgeois society. This largely 
explains the aging population of tbosp 
countries. 

The rapid growth of the population 
in the PSR of Albania is accompanied 
with notable changes of its structure. In 
the composition of the population of the 
country, the incidence of the population 
of the working age-group is relatively 
large. Today about 54 per cent of the 
total population is made up of the work­
ing age-group. The maintenance of a 
high birth-rate, along with the growing 
average life expectancy, is accompanied 
with the constant increase of the human 
resources. This continuously gives rise 
to important problems connected with 
finding jobs for the new work forces 
which are continuously created in our 
country. On the other hand, bearing in 
mind the fact that the population is not 
only the main factor of production, but 
also the main consumer of material 
goods, the economy is faced with im­
portant demands both for the occupation 
of the active population and the in­
crease of production at rapid rates. As 
the experience has shown so far, these 
problems have been solved and will be 
solved in a correct manner, taking into 
consideration all the complex factors of 
the socio-economic development in the 
near and the distant future. It is esti­
mated that during the 30 years of the 
period of the past six five-year plans, 
beginning from the year 1950, total so­
cial product has increased 3.2 times, na­
tional income 2.7 times, total industrial 
production 4.6 times and twice as ra­
pidly as the gjpwth of the population. 
In the 6th Five-year Plan (1976-1980), in 
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spite of the anti-Marxist, anti-Albanian 
and sabotage activities of the Chinese 
revisionist leadership, total social pro­
duct increased about 25 per cent and 
industrial production more than 34 per 
cent, at an average ra te of 2-3 times 
higher than the growth of the popu­
lation. The increase of the national in­
come, etc at rates higher than the 
growth of the population will be main­
tained in the 7th Five-year Plan (1981-
1C85), too. The amount of the social pro­
duct per head of the population in the 
7th Five-year Plan will increase 21 per 
cent, against 12 per cent of its increase 
during the 6th Five-year Plan, while na­
tional income will increase 35-38 per 
cent, and income per head of the po­
pulation 22 per cent. 

The rapid demographic development 
in Albania has always been accom­
panied with the solution of a great so­
cial problem, the full employment of 
the active population. In 1980, against 
1938, the number of employed people of 
the working age increased 28.3 times, 
whereas in the agricultural cooperatives, 
when the complete collectivization of 
agriculture was completed even in the 
remote mountain regions of the country, 
the number of cooperativists increased 
37.2 per cent compared with 1967. As a 
result of this on an average 2-3 persons 
in each family of 4-5 members have 
an occupation. This is a great success 
of the socialist economic policy of our 
Party and socialist state. 

Socialist Albania not only freed the 
work from any relations of oppression 
and exploitation, but also proclaimed 
and guaranteed work as the right or 
every citizen.'The experience of socialist 
Albania shows that only in the con­
ditions of socialism it is possible to give 
a correct and relativel.y rapid solution 
to the problem of employment, for the 
present and the perspective, to liquidate 
unemployment. In Albania unemploy­
ment and emigration of the work force, 
which are typical of many countries, 
liave been wiped out. 

Unemployment, which even in the 
most developed capitalist countries af­
fects 7-12 per cent of the active popu­
lation, the fluctuation of the work force 
and its emigration, the denial of work. 

the most elementary right of man, are 
incurable ills of and a grave indictment 
against the capitalist order, which can 
never cure itself of them. Along with 
the swelling of the army of the unem­
ployed, the bulk of which are young 
people, in the capitalist order there is 
the widespread phenomenon of the 
emigration of the work force in the 
form of the export-import of a specific 
commodity — labour power. Today, the 
number of the emigi-ant workers in a 
number of capitalist countries makes 
up 7 per cent of their active population. 
Besides emigration, the capitalist coun­
tries are faced with the very acute pro­
blem of the mechanical movement of 
the work force from the countryside to 
the city, which has brought about the 
desolation of the countryside, its aban­
donment, with all the ensuing negative 
socio-economic consequences. 

The Albanian socialist economy, which 
develops at relatively high rates, relies 
and will continue to rely powerfully in 
the future, too, on its own work re­
sources, as a distinguishing feature of 
the policy of carrying out fully in prac­
tice the revolutionary principle of re­
lying on our own forces. It iis estimated 
that in the 7th Five-year Plan the sour­
ces of active work force will increase 
by about 210,000 on a national scale. 
These forces will be occupied, first of 
all, in the material production and in 
other useful social activities. 

In the 7th Five-year Plan, as never 
before, the PLA and the socialist state 
will take all the measures to ensure 
that new fronts of work are opened 
wherever there are new forces of work. 

This, however, depends largely on 
the distribution of the natural assets of 
the country and on the attainment of 
the objectives and directions of the eco­
nomic policy of the PLA for the prio­
rity development of the extraction and 
processing industry, heavy and light, of 
electric, mining and other industries. 
This necessarily entails the planned dis­
tribution of part of the new work forces 
from one region to another, especially 
in the northern zones of the country, 
in which during the current five-year 
plan and in the future, the extracting 
branches of industry, the enrichment and 

processing of minerals, the power indus­
try, etc will assume great development. 

* * * 
In the improved methodology of plan­

ning, the socialist economy, the pro­
ductivity of labour and its indices are 
amply and comprehensively dealt with. 
Of special importance is the fact that 
the productivity of labour is considered 
the direct index and not the calculating 
index of the plan, as it was considered 
before. 

Special atterftion is also paid to the 
combination of the criterion of the ma­
nagement of the economy according to 
each economic branch which will en­
sure a more rational co-ordination of the 
present and future plan of the develop­
ment of the economy with the sources 
of work on a national and district scale, 
with the development of the pro­
ductive forces and their territorial dis­
tribution, the co-ordination of the de­
velopment of the economy and social 
production with the sources of active 
work according to regional peculiarities, 
the structure of new work places, the 
cultural and technical-professional level 
and the age of the work force. More 
attention is attached to a more correct 
planning and distribution of the sour­
ces of work between the productive and 
the non-productive sphere, between the 
increase of the social product and the 
productivity of labour, giving priority 
to the productive sphere and the in­
crease of the productivity of labour. 

The construction of socialism in the 
7th Five-year Plan relying completely 
on our own forces, wit'hout receiving 
credits or economic aid from abroad, 
will be another important evidence of 
the mobilization and rational utilization 
of the sources of work, of the material 
and financial values which our society 
can continuously create and utilize in 
it's irresistible march on the road of 
the complete construction of socialism. 

1 E. Hoxha, Works, vol. 20, pp. 179-180, 
Alb. ed. 

2 V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, vol. 29, 
p. 403, Alb. ed. 

3 E. Hoxha, Report to the 8th Congress 
of the PLA, Tirana 1981, p. 14, Eng. ed. 



The practice of the development of a many-branched economy in town and countryside has created the possibility for the entire territory of the PSR of Albania to be populated evenly and for both the urban and rural population to develop and grow. This is the distinguishing feature of the socialist development of Albania 
THE PROBLEMS OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE A N D THE 

COUNTRYSIDE OCCUPIED A CENTRAL PLACE AMONG THE MAJOR A N D 
IMPORTANT PROBLEMS TO WHICH THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA 
HAS HAD TO GIVE SOLUTION AFTER THE LIBERATION OF THE COUN­
TRY AND UPON SETTING OUT ON THE ROAD OF SOCIALISM. 

THE PROCESS OF SOCIALIST DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTRYSIDE 
DEMANDED THAT THE CONCRETE CONDITIONS OF ALBANIA, AS A VERY 
BACKWARD AGRARIAN COUNTRY WITH A RELATIVELY LIMITED AGRI­
CULTURAL AREA AND PREDOMINATING MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN, WITH 
STARK BACKWARDNESS IN THE TECHNICAL A N D CULTURAL FIELDS 
INHERITED FROM THE PAST, AND IN THE CONDITIONS OF A COMPLETE 
IMPERIALIST-REVISIONIST ENCIRCLEMENT, SHOULD BE TAKEN INTO 
CONSIDERATION. IN THESE COrifiBltlONS, COMRADE ENVER HOXHA 
POINTED OUT A T THE 8TH CONGRESS OF THE PLA, «...THE PARTY H A D 
TO SOLVE TWO PROBLEMS SIMULTANEOUSLY: BOTH THE SOCIALIST 
TRANSFORMATION OF THE COUNTRYSIDE A N D THE ALL-ROUND DE­
VELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE. AGRICULTURE HAD TO BE IN A POSITION 
TO FEED THE RURAL POPULATION A N D TO MAKE ITS GREAT CONTRI­
BUTION TO THE INDUSTRIALIZATION OF THE COUNTRY A N D THE DE­
VELOPMENT OF THE NATIONAL ECONOMY. ACHIEVEMENT OF THESE 
FUNDAMENTAL TASKS REQUIRED NOT ANY KIND OF DEVELOPMENT 
OF AGRICULTURE, BUT PRECISELY ITS SOCIALIST DEVELOPMENT ON 
THE BASIS OF MODERN, LARGE-SCALE PRODUCTION CLOSELY LINKED 
WITH ALL THE OTHER BRANCHES A N D SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY.»l 

The p rob lem of peopl ing t h e coun t ry - cious a n d p l a n n e d m a n n e r . T h e P a r t y 
side is connected w i th the deve lopmen t 
and propor t iona l d is t r ibut ion of t h e for­
ces of product ion, w i t h t h e a d v a n c e of 
educat ion and cu l tu re , w i t h t h e ra i s ing 
of t h e m a t e r i a l wel l -be ing , a n d w i t h 
t h e a l l - round deve lopment of t h e coun ­
try, h a n d in hand w i t h t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
of demographic processes and socialist 
construct ion. 

The object ive t h e Alban ian P a r t y a n d 
s ta te h a v e a lways followed to k e e p the 
count rys ide cons tan t ly popu la t ed a n d i ts 
populat ion steadily increas ing, jus t a s t h e 
town populat ion, is real ized in a cons-

has t r e a t e d this p r o b l e m n o t m e r e l y in 
its economic aspec t but , in t h e f irst 
p lace , in i ts pol i t ical , social a n d s t r a ­
tegic aspects , w h i c h h a v e g rea t i m p o r ­
tance . T h e road fol lowed s h o w s a t t h e 
s a m e t i m e t h e super io r i ty of the so ­
cialist o r d e r over t h e cap i ta l i s t o rde r . 

1. THE ROAD FOLLOWED BY THE 
PLA TO KEEP THE COUNTRYSIDE 
POPULATED A N D INCREASE 
THE NUMBER OF WORKERS IN 
ITS TERRITORY 

HARIhhA PAPAJORGJI - Deputy-
member of the CC of the PLA, Scien­
tific Secretary of the Institute of Marx­
ist-Leninist Studies of the CC of the 
PLA 

In keep ing t h e coun t ry s ide popu la ted , 
t h e P L A has .proceeded f rom a n u m b e r 
of r easons . This is connec ted w i t h t h e 
concre te h is tor ica l condi t ions of A lba ­

n i a a f te r i t s l ibera t ion and t h e e s t a ­
b l i s h m e n t of the s t a t e of the d ic t a to r ­
s h i p of t h e p ro le ta r i a t . In t h e condi t ions 
of a n a g r a r i a n and ex t remely b a c k w a r d 
c o u n t r y f rom t h e economic and social 
v iewpoin t , t h e o v e r w h e l m i n g ma jo r i t y 
of t h e popu la t ion was engaged i n 
a g r i c u l t u r e a n d 85 pe r cent of it l ived in 
t h e coun t rys ide . This fact had to b e 
t a k e n i n t o cons idera t ion wi th t h e se t t ing 
o u t of t h e coun t ry on t h e road of so­
c ia l i sm a n d t h e organizat ion of t h e e n ­
t i r e economy on a socialist basis . B a s i n g 
itself on t h e t each ings of M a r x i s m - L e ­
n i n i s m a n d apply ing t h e m in t h e con­
di t ions of ou r country , t h e P a r t y bu i l t 
t h e p r o g r a m for t h e deve lopmen t of Lhe 
p roduc t i ve forces, for the cons t ruc t ion 
of t h e ma te r i a l - t echn ica l base of so ­
cial ism, a p r o g r a m wh ich it ha s c o n s ­
t an t ly perfected, a long w i th t h e r evo lu ­
t i ona ry format ions , in t h e field of 
t h e socialist re la t ions of p r o d u c t ­
ion. 

F r o m t h e outset t h e P a r t y w a s c lear 
t h a t t h e socialist indus t r ia l iza t ion of t h e 
c o u n t r y m u s t b e closely l inked u p w i t h 
t h e social ist cons t ruc t ion in t h e coun­
t rys ide . This deve lopmen t w a s a n a b ­
so lu te p r e r equ i s i t e for t h e cons t ruc t ion 
of socialism'. J . V. S ta l in s t ressed tha t , 
«the p r o b l e m of t h e cons t ruc t ion of so­
c ia l i sm is t h e p r o b l e m of t h e o r g a n i ­
za t ion of t h e n a t i o n a l economy on a 
whole , t h e p r o b l e m of t h e correct com­
b ina t ion of i ndus t ry w i t h agricul ture . . . 
Social is t society is a society of p r o d u c t ­
ion a n d consumpt ion by t h e work ing 
peop le of i n d u s t r y a n d agr icu l tu re . In 
th i s con tex t , if i n d u s t r y fails to l ink u p 
w i t h agr icu l tu re , w h i c h p rov ides t h e 
r a w ma te r i a l s a n d food a n d absorbs in ­
d u s t r i a l p roduc t ion , if i ndus t ry and 
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a g r i c u l t u r e f a i l t o c o m b i n e i n f a r m i n g 
o n e w h o l e l i n k i n t h e n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y , 
n o k i n d o f s o c i a l i s m w i l l r e s u l t f r o m 
i t - . 2 

T h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h i s M a r x i s t - L e ­
n i n i s t t h e s i s i n l i f e , i n t h e c o n d i t i o n s 
o f A l b a n i a , c a l l e d f o r s u c h a d e v e l o p ­
m e n t t h a t t h e p r i o r i t y h i g h - r a t e e x ­
p a n s i o n o f i n d u s t r y b e a d a p t e d t o t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t r a t e o f a g r i c u l t u r e s o a s t o 
e n s u r e t h e s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f t h e e c o ­

n o m i c l i n k s a n d e x c h a n g e s b e t w e e n t o w n 
a n d c o u n t r y s i d e , t o a c h i e v e t h e h a r ­
m o n i z a t i o n o f t h e p r i o r i t y f u n d a m e n t a l 
i n v e s t m e n t s a n d c o n s t r u c t i o n i n i n d u s -
r y w i t h t h e i n v e s t m e n t s i n a g r i c u l t u r e , 
a s w e l l a s a c o r r e c t r a t i o b e t w e e n t h e m , 
t o r e g u l a t e i n a p l a n n e d m a n n e r t h e m e ­
c h a n i c a l m i g r a t i o n o f t h e w o r k f o r c e 
f o r t h e n e e d s o f i n d u s t r y a n d t h e o t h e r 
b r a n c h e s o f t h e e c o n o m y f r o m t h e c o u n ­
t r y s i d e t o t h e t o w n , a n d v i c e - v e r s a , i n 
o r d e r t o h a r m o n i z e t h e e x p a n s i o n o f t h e 
m a r k e t , t h e u p l i f t t o t h e s t a n d a r d o f 
l i v i n g a n d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f e d u c a t ­
i o n , a n d a l l t h e b r a n c h e s a n d s e c t o r s o f 
t h e n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y a n d c u l t u r e i n 
t o w n a n d c o u n t r y s i d e . 

O n i t s r o a d f o r t h e s o c i a l i s t i n d u s ­
t r i a l i z a t i o n o f t h e c o u n t r y , t h e P a r t y r e ­
j e c t e d t h e p r a c t i c e o f d e v e l o p i n g i n d u s ­
t r y a n d t h e r e l a t e d b r a n c h e s o n l y i n 
t h e t o w n , b u t w o r k e d t o e n s u r e t h a t 
t h e y d e v e l o p e d i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e , t o o . 
O t h e r w i s e , t h e w o r k f o r c e w o u l d i r r a ­
t i o n a l l y b e d r a w n f r o m t h e c o u n t r y s i d e 
t o t h e t o w n , w h i c h , i n t h e c o n d i t i o n s 
o f o u r c o u n t r y , w o u l d h a v e b r o u g h t 
a b o u t t h e r u i n o f a g r i c u l t u r e . 

I n A l b a n i a t h e e x t e n s i o n o f a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l l a n d i n t h e p l a i n s i s l i m i t e d a n d , 
n o m a t t e r h o w m u c h t h e p r o d u c t i v i t y 
o f c r o p s i s r a i s e d , i t c a n n o t c o p e w i t h 
t h e g r o w i n g n e e d s f o r f o o d p r o d u c t s o f 
a n i n c r e a s i n g p o p u l a t i o n , o r w i t h t h e 
i n c r e a s i n g n e e d s o f t h e l i g h t a n d f o o d 
i n d u s t r i e s a n d t h o s e o f e x p o r t . M u c h o f 
t h e l a n d s u i t a b l e f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f a g r i c u l t u r e , l i v e s t o c k - f a r m i n g a n d 
f r u i t - g r o w i n g i s f o u n d i n t h e h i l l y a n d 
m o u n t a i n o u s r e g i o n s o f t h e c o u n t r y . 
T h e r e f o r e , i t s c u l t i v a t i o n r e p r e s e n t s i m ­

p o r t a n t s o u r c e f o r t h e i n c r e a s e o f a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l a n d l i v e s t o c k p r o d u c t i o n . «For 
o u r c o u n t r y , " - C o m r a d e E n v e r H o x h a 
h a s s t r e s s e d , «the i m p o r t a n t t h i n g i s t o 
e n s u r e t h a t t h e m o u n t a i n o u s z o n e s a r e 
n o t d e p o p u l a t e d , b e c a u s e a l l t h e p o s s i ­
b i l i t i e s e x i s t t o m a k e l i f e t h e r e b e t t e r 
a n d m o r e p r o s p e r o u s . 

A l b a n i a i s a c o u n t r y r i c h i n m i n e r a l 
d e p o s i t s , e n e r g y r e s o u r c e s , f o r e s t s a n d 
m a n y o t h e r a s s e t s , w h i c h , i n m o s t c a s e s , 
a r e s i t u a t e d i n z o n e s w h e r e b o t h i n d u s ­
t r y a n d a g r i c u l t u r e c a n b e d e v e l o p e d . 
T h i s r a i s e s t h e n e e d f o r t h e s e z o n e s t o 
b e k e p t w e l l p o p u l a t e d a n d f o r t h e p e o ­
p l e l i v i n g t h e r e t o b e o c c u p i e d w i t h i n ­
d u s t r y a n d a g r i c u l t u r e . 

T h e e x i s t e n c e o f m i n e r a l d e p o s i t s a n d 
o t h e r r e s o u r c e s i n t h e t e r r i t o r y o f t h e 
c o u n t r y s i d e h a s r e s u l t e d i n t h e d e v e l o p ­
m e n t o f t h e m i n i n g i n d u s t r y t h e r e , a n d 
t h e e m e r g e n c e o f n e w w o r k c e n t r e s a n d 
s m a l l t o w n s , w i t h p a r t o f t h e w o r k f o r ­
c e , e s p e c i a l l y m e n , t a k i n g u p s u c h p u r ­
s u i t s a s m i n i n g , a n d t h e r e s t o f t h e f a ­
m i l y e n g a g i n g i n a g r i c u l t u r e o r o t h e r 
a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e v i l l a g e . 

A l o n g w i t h t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f i n ­
d u s t r y i n t h e t o w n , t h e P a r t y h a s s e e n 
t o i t t h a t i n d u s t r y i s g r a d u a l l y i n t r o ­
d u c e d i n t o t h e c o u n t r y s i d e , b y o p e n i n g 
n e w m i n e s a n d s e t t i n g u p c o n s t r u c t i o n 
e n t e r p r i s e s , f a c t o r i e s f o r u p g r a d i n g a n d 
s m e l t i n g m i n e r a l s , d e v e l o p i n g t h e o i l 
i n d u s t r y , s e t t i n g u p s a w - m i l l s a n d 
w o o d - w o r k i n g c o m b i n e s , s h o p s a n d s e c ­
t i o n s f o r t h e i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n o f s o m e 
a g r i c u l t u r a l , l i v e s t o c k a n d o t h e r p r o ­
d u c t s . I t i s v e r y c o n v e n i e n t f o r i n d u s ­
t r y a n d a g r i c u l t u r e t o e x i s t i n c l o s e p r o ­
x i m i t y o f p l a c e , f o r s t a t e e n t e r p r i s e s 
a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l c o o p e r a t i v e s t o b e s i ­
t u a t e d o n t h e s a m e t e r r i t o r y a n d t h e 
w o r k i n g c l a s s t o l i v e t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e 
c o o p e r a t i v i s t p e a s a n t r y . 

T h e p o l i c y o f m a i n t a i n i n g a h i g h l e v e l 
o f p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e i s c o n ­
n e c t e d w i t h a l l t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s 
a n d i m p r o v e m e n t s w h i c h h a v e b e e n 
m a d e i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p r o ­
d u c t i v e f o r c e s , n o t o n l y i n a g r i c u l t u r e 
b u t a l s o i n i n d u s t r y a n d o t h e r n o n -

a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s , a l w a y s f o l l o w i n g 
t h e c o r r e c t a n d s o u n d c o u r s e o f g i v i n g 
p r i o r i t y t o a g r i c u l t u r a l a n d h v e s t o c k 
p r o d u c t i o n i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e a n d d e ­
v e l o p i n g a n d a s s i s t i n g t h e s p r e a d o f 
e d u c a t i o n , c u l t u r e a n d t h e s o c i a l i s t w a y 
o f l i f e t h e r e . S o , t h e c o u n t r y s i d e a n d 
i t s p o p u l a t i o n g r o w a n d d e v e l o p 
s t e a d i l y , c o m i n g e v e r c l o s e r t o t h e t o w n 
i n t h e w a y o f l i f e . 

I n t h e f u t u r e , t o o , t h e m a j o r i t y o f 
t h e p o p u l a t i o n w i l l c o n t i n u e t o l i v e a n d 
w o r k i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e . T h i s i s c o n ­
n e c t e d w i t h t h e o r i e n t a t i o n o f t h e P a r t y 
t h a t t h e c o u n t r y n e e d s n o t o n l y a d e ­
v e l o p e d i n d u s t r y b u t a l s o a n a d v a n c e d 
a g r i c u l t u r e , a n d t h a t f o r o u r e c o n o m y 
t o b e s t r o n g a n d i n d e p e n d e n t , i t m u s t 
s t a n d o n b o t h f e e t : b o t h o n i n d u s t r y 
a n d a g r i c u l t u r e . T h e a d v a n c e a n d d e ­
v e l o p m e n t o f a g r i c u l t u r e i s i n d i s s o l u b l y 
l i n k e d w i t h t h e h a r m o n i z e d d e v e l o p ­
m e n t o f t h e e n t i r e e c o n o m y , w i t h t h e 
c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f t h e i n d e p e n d e n c e o f t h e 
c o u n t r y a n d t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d d e ­
f e n c e o f s o c i a l i s m . I n t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f 
t h e s a v a g e i m p e r i a l i s t - r e v i s i o n i s t b l o c k ­
a d e a n d e n c i r c l e m e n t , o f t h e m o u n t i n g 
e c o n o m i c , p o l i t i c a l a n d i d e o l o g i c a l h o s ­
t i l e p r e s s u r e o n A l b a n i a , t h i s q u e s t i o n 
a s s u m e s e x t r e m e l y g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e . 

E v e n i n t h e c o n d i t i o n s w h e n t h e p r o ­
d u c t i v i t y o f l a b o u r i n a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o ­
d u c t i o n i n c r e a s e s s t e a d i l y , i t i s n e i t h e r 
c o r r e c t n o r p r o f i t a b l e t o a l l o w t h e 
c o u n t r y s i d e t o b e d r a i n e d o f i t s f o r c e s . 
A g r i c u l t u r e r e p r e s e n t s a v e r y b r o a d 
w o r k f r o n t . I t s i n t e n s i v e a n d m u l t i -
b r a n c h e d d e v e l o p m e n t , t h e o p e n i n g u p 
a n d p u t t i n g u n d e r c u l t i v a t i o n o f n e w 
l a n d c a l l f o r e v e r n e w w o r k f o r c e s , r e ­
g a r d l e s s o f t h e d e g r e e o f m e c H a n i z a t i o n . 
B e s i d e s a g r i c u l t u r e w h i c h i s a n d w i l l 
r e m a i n t h e m a i n f r o n t o f a c t i v i t y i n 
t h e c o u n t r y s i d e , t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e 
o t h e r e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i o - c u l t u r a l s e c ­
t o r s , w h i c h i s c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e f u l ­
f i l m e n t o f t h e n e e d s o f t h e e c o n o m y i n 
t h e c o u n t r y s i d e , a l s o d e m a n d s n e w w o r k 
f o r c e s . 

T h e P a r t y c o n s t a n t l y s e e s t o i t t h a t 
a g r i c u l t u r e i s n o t u n d e r r a t e d i n t h e 
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c o u n t r y s i d e , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e h i l l y a n d 
m o u n t a i n o u s r e g i o n s , w h e r e t h e r e a r e 
m a n y m i n e s a n d s a w - m i l l s a n d t h e i n ­
c o m e s o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n a r e s e c u r e d , t o 
a l a r g e e x t e n t , f r o m t h e w o r k o f t h e 
p e o p l e e m p l o y e d i n t h e s t a t e e n t e r ­
p r i s e s . 

T h e p r a c t i c e o f t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
a m a n y - b r a n c h e d e c o n o m y i n t o w n a n d 
c o u n t r y s i d e h a s c r e a t e d t h e p o s s i b i l i t y 
f o r t h e e n t i r e t e r r i t o r y o f t h e P S R o f 
A l b a n i a t o b e p o p u l a t e d e v e n l y a n d f o r 
b o t h t h e u r b a n a n d r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n t o 
d e v e l o p a n d g r o w . T h i s i s t h e d i s t i n g u i s h ­
i n g f e a t u r e o f t h e s o c i a l i s t d e v e l o p ­
m e n t o f A l b a n i a w h e r e , a s w e p o i n t e d 
o u t , i n d u s t r y a n d o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s c o n ­
n e c t e d w i t h t h e e x i s t e n c e o f t h e s t a t e 
p r o p e r l y , h a v e s p r e a d a l l o v e r t h e c o u n ­
t r y , t o i t s r e m o t e s t c o r n e r s . H e n c e t h e 
c o n c l u s i o n t h a t , i n o u r c o u n t r y , t h e c r i ­
t e r i o n O L d e v e l o p m e n t c a n n o t b e d e ­
t e r m i n e d o n l y o n t h e b a s i s o f t h e r a ­
t i o b e t w e e n I h e p o p u l a t i o n l i v i n g i n 
t h e t o w n a n d t h e p o p u l a t i o n l i v i n g i n 
t h e c o u n t r y s i d e , a n d t h i s f o r m a n y g o o d 
r e a s o n s . 

A l t h o u g h t h e hulk o f i t s p o p u l a t i o n 
l i v e s i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e A l b a n i a m a r c h ­
e s s t e a d i l y o n t h e r o a d o f i t s t r a n s ­
f o r m a t i o n f r o m a n a g r i c u l t u r a l - i n d u s ­
t r i a l c o u n t r y i n t o a n i n d u s t r i a l - a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l o n e . T h i s i s b o r n e o u t b y a n u m b e r 
o f i n d i c e s s u c h a s t h e r a p i d g r o w t h o f 
i n d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t i o n , t h e r a t i o o f i n ­
d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t i o n t o a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o ­
d u c t i o n , t h e p l a c e t h e m e a n s o f p r o ­
d u c t i o n o c c u p y i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e t o t a l 
v o l u m e o f i n d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t i o n , t h e 
p r o d u c t i o n p e r c a p i t a , t h e e n e r g y r e ­
s o u r c e s , e t c . W o r i h n o t i n g i s a l s o t h e 
f a c t t h a t p a r t o f i n d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t i o n 
i s t u r n e d o u t i n t h e r u r a l a r e a s o f t h e 
c o u n t r y . T h i s i s a l s o s e e n i n t h e i n c r e a s ­
i n g n u m b e r o f w o r l c e r s e n g a g e d i n i n ­
d u s t r y a n d o t h e r b r a n c h e s o f p r o d u c t i o n , 
w h i c h e x i s t n o t o n l y i n t o w n b u t a l s o 
i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e , w h i c h i n c r e a s e s 
t h e i r w e i g h t i n t h e s o c i a l - c l a s s s t r u c ­
t u r e o f o u r s o c i e t y , r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e 
f a c t t h a t t h e r a t i o b e t w e e n t h e u r b a n 
a n d t h e r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e c o u n t r y 
r e m a i n s u n a l t e r e d o r s h o w s o n l y s l i g h t 
c h a n g e s . S o , w h i l e i n t h e 1 0 y e a r s o f 
t h e p e r i o d 1 9 6 9 - 1 9 7 9 t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f 
t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s i n t h e s t r u c t u r e o f 
s o c i e t y i n c r e a s e d 7 p e r c e n t ( f r o m 3 5 
p e r c e n t i n 1 9 6 9 t o 4 2 p e r c e n t i n 1 9 7 9 ) , 
t h e u r b a n p o p u l a t i o n i n c r e a s e d o n l y 1.5 
p e r c e n t . ( f r o m - 3 2 . 0 t o 3 3 . 5 p e r c e n t ) 
d u r i n g t h e s a m e p e r i o d . O n t h i s b a s i s , 
i n t h e f u t u r e - t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e 
w o r k i n g • c l a s s I n t h e s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e 
w i l l c h a n g e m o r e r a p i d l y t h a n t h e r a t i o 
o f i n c r e a s e b e t w e e n t h e r u r a l p o p u ­
l a t i o n a n d t h e u r b a n p o p u l a t i o n . I n t h i s 

w a y , t h e s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e o f o u r c o u n ­
t r y w i l l b e f u r t h e r i m p r o v e d i n f a v o u r 
o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s , b e c a u s e t h e n u m ­
b e r o f t h e w o r k e r s o f i n d u s t r y a n d o t h e r 
b r a n c h e s a n d s e c t o r s w i l l i n c r e a s e n o t 
o n l y i n t h e t o w n s , b u t a l s o i n 
t h e c o u n t r y s i d e , a n d a t r a p i d r a t e s , 
t o o . 

T h i s p r o c e s s o f n u m e r i c a l i n c r e a s e o f 
t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s w i l l b e f a v o u r e d , i n 
t h e f u t u r e , b y t h e f u r t h e r a n d c o n s t a n t 
i m p r o v e m e n t o f t h e s o c i a l i s t r e l a t i o n s 
o f o w n e r s h i p , t h e g r a d u a l t r a n s i t i o n o f 
t h e g r o u p p r o p e r t y t o f h e p r o p e r t y o f 
t h e e n t i r e p e o p l e i n t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l c o o ­
p e r a t i v e s . O f c o u r s e , t h i s p r o c e s s w i l l 
l e a d t o t h e f u r t h e r n a r r o w i n g o f t h e e s ­
s e n t i a l d i s t i n c t i o n s b e t w e e n t o w n a n d 
c o u n t r y s i d e . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , t h i s 
c h a n g e i n t h e s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r y s i d e w i l l 
h a v e a n i n f l u e n c e i n b o o s t i n g t h e s o ­
c i a l i s t a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s w o r k a n d i n 
i n t r o d u c i n g t h e s o c i a l i s t w a y o f l i f e i n t o 

- In 
- In 

T h e r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n t o d a y i s g r e a t e r 
t h a n t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n i n 1 9 6 0 ( b o t h 
r u r a l a n d u r b a n ) . I n 1 9 8 0 o u r c o u n t r y 
h a d 1 . 6 0 7 t h o u s a n d i n h a b i t a n t s , w h e r e a s 
i n 1 9 8 0 t h e c o u n t r y s i d e h a d 1 . 7 5 0 t h o u s ­
a n d i n h a b i t a n t s . 

T h e i n c r e a s e o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e 
c o u n t r y s i d e a n d o f t h e w o r k f o r c e i n 
a g r i c u l t u r e i s m a d e o n t h e b a s i s o f t h e 
u n c e a s i n g i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n o f a g r i c u l t u ­
r a l p r o d u c t i o n , t h e e x t e n s i o n o f m e c h a ­
n i z a t i o n , a n d t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e n e w 
a c h i e v e m e n t s o f s c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o ­
l o g y . C e r t a i n l y p r o b l e m s e x i s t i n t h i s 
r e s p e c t , b u t t h e y c a n b e s o l v e d o n t h e 
b a s i s o f a b e t t e r h a r m o n i z a t i o n o f m e ­
c h a n i z a t i o n a n d o t h e r a g r o t e c h n i c a l 
m e a s u r e s w i t h t h e p r o c e s s o f i n t e n s i f i ­
c a t i o n o f a g r i c u l t u r e , t h e m a i n t e n a n c e 
o f a s t a b l e p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e c o u n t r y ­
s i d e a n d t h e i n c r e a s e o f t h e n e w w o r k 
f o r c e s i n a g r i c u l t u r e . 

A g r e a t r o l e i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
a g r i c u l t u r e a n d t h e c o u n t r y s i d e i s 
p l a y e d b y t h e f i n a n c i a l a n d i n v e s t m e n t 
p o l i c y o f t h e . P a r t y a n d £he s o c i a l i s t 
s t a t e i n A l b a n i a . T h e . s t a t e - h a s m a d e 
l a r g e i n v e s t m e n t s f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f a g r i c u l t u r e . S i m i l a r l y , a n u m b e r o f 
e c o n o m i c , , f i n a n c i a l a n d s o c i a r m e a s u r e s 
h a v e p l a y e d a n i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e c o u n t r y s i d e i n g e ­
n e r a l , • a n d i t s h i l l y - m o u n t a i n o u s z o n e s 
i n p a r t i c u l a r . T h e e x t e n s i o n o f t h e s y s -

t h e c o u n t r y s i d e m o r e e x t e n s i v e l y . 
I n t h e c a p i t a l i s t a n d r e v i s i o n i s t c o u n ­

t r i e s t h e r e i s m u c h s e l f - p r a i s e a b o u t t h e 
i n c r e a s i n g t h e u r b a n p o p u l a t i o n a n d t h e 
d e c r e a s i n g r u r a l p r o d u c t i o n , i e t h e a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l w o r k e r s , w h i c h , a c c o r d i n g t o 
t h e m , m e a n s t h e i n c r e a s e o f t h e n u m b e r 
o f i n d u s t r i a l w o r k e r s . B y t h i s t h e y t r y 
t o c r e a t e t h e d e c e p t i v e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t 
i n d u s t r y i n t h e i r c o u n t r i e s d e v e l o p s a t 
h i g h r a t e s a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e m e c h a ­
n i z a t i o n o f a g r i c u l t u r e i s a l s o s t e p p e d 
u p . B u t t h e r e a l i t y i s d i f f e r e n t . T h e d e ­
p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e c o u n t r y s i d e a n d t h e 
a g r a r i a n c r i s i s , a s p a r t o f t h e d e e p e c o ­
n o m i c c r i s i s i n t h e c a p i t a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , 
i s f r a u g h t w i t h g r a v e c o n s e q u e n c e s f o r 
t h e b r o a d m a s s e s o f t h e p e o p l e , i s a 
g r a v e u l c e r e v e r y w h e r e i n t h e c a p i t a l ­
i s t - r e v i s i o n i s t w o r l d t o d a y . 

T h e c o r r e c t p o l i c y p u r s u e d i n A l b a ­
n i a i s b o r n e o u t t o t h e f u l l b y t h e l a t e s t 
c e n s u s o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . 

Structure in per cent 

1969 I 1979 

32 33.5 
68 66,5 

100 100 

t e r n o f p e n s i o n s a n d o t h e r s o c i a l s e c u r i t y 
f a c i l i t i e s t o t h e c o u n t r y s i d e i s a n o t h e r 
v e r y i m p o r t a n t m e a s u r e f o r r a i s i n g t h e 
s t a n d a r d s o f l i v i n g o f i t s p o p u l a t i o n , 
w h i c h h a s p r e v e n t e d a r u r a l e x o d u s . T h e 
c o n s i s t e n t i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e c o r r e c t 
a g r a r i a n p o l i c y o f t h e P a r t y h a s a l w a y s 
s e r v e d t h e s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f t h e l i n k s 
a n d h e a l t h y s o c i a l i s t r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n 
t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s a n d t h e c o o p e r a t i v i s t 
p e a s a n t r y , b e t w e e n t o w n a n d c o u n t r y ­
s i d e . 

T h e p r o b l e m o f d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e 
c o u n t r y s i d e i s r e g a r d e d n o t m e r e l y a s 
b e a r i n g o n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f a g r i ­
c u l t u r e a n d t h e f o r c e s o f p r o d u c t i o n , 
b u t a s a n a l l - r o u n d d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e 
s o c i a l i s t r o a d . O u r c o u n t r y s i d e t o d a y 
h a s h u n d r e d s o f s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l s , 
m a i n l y o f t h e v o c a t i o n a l t y p e , e s p e c i a l ­
l y f o r a g r i c u l t u r e , a p a r t f r o m t h e s y s ­
t e m o f c o m p u l s o r y 8 - y e a r e d u c a t i o n ; 
t h e n u m b e r o f h o m e s a n d h e a r t h s o f 
c u l t u r e h a s i n c r e a s e d ; i t h a s m o r e t h a n 
4 , 0 0 0 t r a d e u n i t s o f d i f f e r e n t k i n d a n d 
3 . 5 0 0 h e a l t h i n s t i t u t i o n s . T h e e l e c t r i f i ­
c a t i o n o f a l l t h e - v i l l a g e s o f A l b a n i a h a s 
e n a b l e d t h e i n c r e a s e d - - i n t r o d u c t i o n o f 
e l e c t r i c a l a p p l i a n c e s , r a d i o a n d T V s e t s , 
i n t h e i r l i f e . I n 1 9 8 0 - a l l - t h e a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l c o a p e r a t i v e s o f t h e c o u n t r y 
h a d 2 2 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e w o r k i n g a s b u i l d e r s , 
t a i l o r s , c o b b l e r s , c a r p e n t e r s , e l e c t r i c ­
i a n s , e t c . 

In thousands 

ilation 1969 I 1979 

town 666,6 866,6 
countryside 1.401.6 1.732,9 

Btal 2.067,2 2.590,5 
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In order to maintain the population 

of the countryside at the required level, 
we follow a policy which has great po­
litical, social and practical importance, 
according to which people working in 
the work centres set up in the rural 
areas continue to live, together with 
their families, in the village. This has 
a positive influence, because it intro­
duces the spirit of the working class 
in the village, enables the rapid de­
velopment and effective utilization of 
our natural assets with the work force 
available in the zones near the sources 
of minerals, timber, energy, etc, as well 
as maintains and increases the work 
force needed by agriculture from the 
members of their families. 

It is of interest to note that Ihe num­
ber of workers residing in the village 
has increased at rates somewhat higher 
than the total number of workers. Thi? 
has brought about an increase in the 
proportion of the workers living in the 
village. 

The distribution of the workers re­
siding in the rural areas according to 
the branches of the economy and the 
districts, shows great variations. In 
given sectors of the economy workers 
residing in the rural areas constitute 
the majority of the workers. Thus, for 
instance, they account for 56.1 per cent 
of the workers in the mines, or 60 per 
cent of the workers in the sector of the 
oil industry, and almost all the workers 
of the saw-mills and forest enterprises. 
In given districts, such as iVEirdita, near­
ly 3/4 of the peasant families have one 
or two people -employed in state enter­
prises. The situation is about the same 
in the other mountainous districts of 
the country, the North and the Eastern 
regions of Centi-al Albania. Even in 
those regions where the proportion of 
the workers residing in the rural areas 
seems small (due to the great number 
of workers in the whole region), their 
numbers are still considerable. 

This practice has had a positive effect 
in the improvement of the social-class 
composition of the family in the coun­
tryside. 

During the 7 th Five-year Plan (1981-
1985), due to the needs of the economy 
in some districts, the practice of in­
creasing the number of workers re­
siding in rural areas will be continued, 
whereas in other districts efforts will 
be directed towards finding occupation 
for all the new work forces that the 
town creates, while at the same time 
reducing the drawing of workei-s from 
the village, even those who will reside 
continue to reside in the village to the 
minimum acceptable. 

In the present conditions, when agri­
culture needs work forces and the de ­
velopment of the mineral extraction and 
processing industry and the timber in­
dustry, the reserves of which lie mainly 
in the mountainous zones, will increase 
the demand for work force, the Party 
has instructed that, in order to avoid 
hampering the rapid development of 
agriculture in the mountainous zones, 
the mechanical movement of the po­
pulation from the countryside to the 
town must be avoided. Wherever ne­
cessary, in the zones r ich ' in natural as­
sets and poor in work force, the pro­
blem of drawing par t of the work force 
from the rural area, without changing 
their residence in the village, may arise, 
.lust as the problem of moving the 
work force from the plain area or the 
towns to these zones may also be con­
sidered. 

The correctness of the demographic 
policy in the countryside is seen in the 
data on the increase of agi-icultural and 
livestock production, as well as in the 
figures on the annual incomes of the 
cooperativist families from their work 
in the cooperative, even in the con­
ditions when the population and the 
work force there have increased at re ­
latively high rates. So, if the rura l po­
pulation increased twice against the 
pre-Liberation period, agricultural and 
livestock production increased five fold. 
Thus, agricultural production develops 
more rapidly than the increase of the 
population which results in the unin­
terrupted growth of agricultural pro­
duction per capita of both the town and 
and country population. This is seen in 
the fact that agricultural production 
per unit of arable land has increased 
1.7 times against the figures of 1960, 
and per agricultural worker 1.6 times. 
The real per capita income of the po­
pulation in general, in town and coun­
tryside, has shown a constant yearly 
increase. The real per capita income of 
the peasantry (the comparison is made 
between five-year periods) has increas­
ed 10-20 per cent. This trend is borne 
out by more data for longer periods. 
Thus, the annual income from the work 
in the cooperative per head of coope­
rativist family increased 39.3 per cent 
in 1979, against 1965, on a Republic 
scale. Hence, with the continuous con­
solidation of the collective property, the 
incomes of the cooperativists have risen 
constantly. On an average, every coope­
rativist family ensures 68 per cent o£ 
its incomes from the work in t he coope­
rative and 32 per cent from the work 
in the state enterprises. 

The constant and general uplift of the 

well-being of the ipeople has been en­
sured mainly on this road, tha t is from 
the increase of the real incomes in the 
countryside. Without prejudicing the 
standard of living of the town popu­
lation, indeed, by raising it higher, the 
policy of the Party in this field is to 
give priority to raising the standard of 
living in the countryside. 

The directives of the 8th Congress of 
the Par ty for the economic and cultural, 
development of the country in the iperiod 
1981-1985, in particular those connected 
with the development of agriculture and 
the countryside, will lead to the all-
round development of life in the country­
side and the increase of its population. A 
nearly 134 thousand strong work force 
is invisaged to go to the agricultural 
cooperatives and state farms. 

On the basis of the intensification of 
agriculture, first of all, through opening 
up an additional 25 thousand ha of 
new land, expanding livestoak-farming 
and fruit-growing, strengthening the 
mechanical base of agriculture and bet­
ter harmonizing the factors which are 
responsible for the increase of agri­
cultural and livestock production in the 
7th Five-year Plan (1981-1985), against 
the 6th Five-year Plan, agricultural pro­
duction will increase 30-32 per cent, or 
nearly 3 times more rapidly than the 
growth-rate of the population in town 
and countryside. The real per capita in­
come of the population will increase 
8-10 per cent in 1985, against 1980, with 
more rapid rates of increase for the 
countryside. 

The carrying out of tasics in agricul­
ture will be achieved, unlike the pre­
vious five-year plans, from intensificat­
ion. In this context, the measures 
which will be taken to intensi­
fy production in the more ferti­
le lowlands of the country, which ac­
count for more than 100 thousand hec­
tares in the plains and the coastal zone, 
within a 10-year period, are of special 
importance. By working out a program 
for these and other steps. Comrade 
Enver Hoxha stressed at the 8th Con­
gress of the Party, «...The Party will 
continue to devote great attention in 
the future to the development and 
strengthening of the cooperatives in the 
hilly and mountainous zones. A large 
part of the population of the country 
lives in these zones whFch include a 
considerable area of the arable land. 
The speeding up of intensification of 
agriculture in the plains will provide 
the state with greater material and fi­
nancial possibilities to make investments 
and give greater assistance to the hilly 
and mountainous zones.»4 
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T h e s t e p s w h i c h w i l l b e t a k e n d u r i n g 
t h e 7 t h F i v e - y e a r P l a n a n d i n t h e f u t u r e 
i n t h e f i e l d o f f u r t h e r i m p r o v i n g t h e 
s o c i a l i s t r e l a t i o n s o f p r o d u c t i o n i n t h e 
c o u n t r y s i d e a n d f u r t h e r d e v e l o p i n g a n d 
e x t e n d i n g t h e e d u c a t i o n a l , c u l t u r a l , 
h e a l t h a n d c o m m u n a l s e r v i c e s , e t c w i l l 
h a v e a p o s i t i v e i n t ' l u e n c e o n m a i n t a i n ­
i n g p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e a t a 
s a t i s f a c t o r y l e v e l . 

T h e c o m b i n a t i o n o f t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f i n d u s t r y w i t h t h a t o f a g r i c u l t u r e , t h e 
m o r e e x t e n s i v e d e v e l o p m e n t o f s u c h 
i n d u s t r i e s a s m i n e r a l e x t r a c t i o n a n d 
t h e e x p l o i t a t i o n o f n o w m i n e r a l s i n ­

c l u d i n g p h o s p h o r i t e s , q u a r t z i t e s , d o l o ­
m i t e s , b a u x i t e s , e t c i n t h e r u r a l a r e a s , 
t h e s e t t i n g u p o f a g r i c u l t u r a l a n d l i v e ­
s t o c k c o m p l e x e s , e t c w i l l f u r t h e r a c t i ­
v a t e l i f e i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e , t h e c o m ­
b i n a t i o n o f i n d u s t r y w i t h a g r i c u l t u r e . 

T h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e d i r e c t i v e s 
o f t h e 8 l h C o n g r e s s o f t h e P a r t y f o r t h e 
7 t h F i v e - y e a r P l a n o f t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f t h e e c o n o m y a n d c u l t u r e i n t h e p e ­
r i o d 1 9 8 1 - 1 9 8 5 w i l l p l a y a v e r y p o s i ­
t i v e r o l e i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p o ­
p u l a t i o n i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e , b o t h i n t h e 
p l a i n s a n d i n t h e h i l l y - m o u n t a i n o u s 
z o n e s . 

T h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e 
f o r c e s o f a g r i c u l t u r e i n a m o r e o r l e s s 
u n i f o r m m a n n e r f o r t h e w h o l e t e r r i t o r y 
o f t h e c o u n t r y i s i n t e n d e d t o b e t t e r s e r v e 
t h e f i n a l a i m o f n a r r o w i n g t h e e s s e n ­
t i a l d i s t i n c t i o n s b e t w e e n t o w n a n d 
c o u n t r y s i d e . 

2 . SOME QUESTIONS 
OF T H E M E C H A N I C A L M O V E M E N T 
OF T H E P O P U L A T I O N 

T h e q u e s t i o n s b e a r i n g o n t h e m e c h a ­
n i c a l m o v e m e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n f r o m 
t h e c o u n t r y s i d e t o t h e t o w n r e q u i r e s p e ­
c i a l a t t e n t i o n . T h e s e p r o c e s s e s , w h i c h 
r e s u l t f r o m t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e 
p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s a n d t h e s o c i e t y i t ­
s e l f , i n t u r n , h a v e t h e i r i n f l u e n c e o n 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e e c o n o m y a n d 
t h e p o p u l a t i o n . V . I . L e n i n h a s w r i t t e n : 
• " T h e b i g i n d u s t r y , w h i c h w o r k s w i t h 
m a c h i n e r y , n e c e s s a r i l y c r e a t e s a m o v i n g 
p o p u l a t i o n . . . T h e m o v e m e n t o f t h e 
w o r k e r s f r o m o n e r e g i o n t o a n o t h e r , 
f r o m o n e e x t r e m i t y o f t h e c o u n t r y t o 
a n o t h e r , b e c o m e s a n e c e s s i t y . v> 5 

T h e w o r k i n g c l a s s i n A l b a n i a h a s , t o 
a l a r g e e x t e n t , c o m e f r o m t h e p e a s a n ­
t r y . T h e s a m e i s t r u e o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n 
o f t h e n e w l y c r e a t e d t o w n s a n d w o r k 
c e n t r e s . I n t h i s p r o c e s s t h e d y n a m i c o f 
t h e m o v e m e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n h a s l e d 
t o t h e c o m b i n a t i o n o f i n d u s t r y w i t h 
a g r i c u l t u r e , t o t h e s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f t h e 

l i n k s b e t w e e n t h e t o w n w i t h t h e c o u n ­
t r y s i d e , a s w e l l a s a m o n g t h e z o n e s a n d 
r e g i o n s o f t h e c o u n t r y . 

I n t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e m e c h a n i c a l m o ­
v e m e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n t h e n e e d 
a r i s e s f o r a m o r e p r o f o u n d s t u d y a n d 
a n a l y s i s o f t h e c o m b i n a t i o n o f t h e d e ­
v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s a n d 
t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e n a t u r a l a s s e t s i n 
t h e d i f f e r e n t z o n e s , w i t h t h e p r e s e n t 
a n d p e r s p e c t i v e i n c r e a s e o f t h e w o r k 
f o r c e . I n t h e N o r t h e r n r e g i o n s , f o r i n s ­
t a n c e , t h e d i s c o v e r y o f n e w n a t u r a l r e ­
s o u r c e s c a l l s f o r i n c r e a s i n g n u m b e r s 
o f w o r k e r s i n t h e m i n e s a n d t h e f a c ­
t o r i e s w h i c h h a v e b e e n s e t u p a n d w i l l 
c o n t i n u e t o b e .se t u p f o r t h e p r o c e s s i n g 
o f m i n e r a l s , s a w m i l l s , c o n s t r u c t i o n , e t c . 
H o w e v e r t h e f a c t r e m a i n s t h a t t h e c o o ­
p e r a t i v e s o f t h e z o n e s h a v e a g r e a t 
s h o r t a g e o f h a n d s , e s p e c i a l l y m e n . T h e ­
r e f o r e , i n o r d e r t o g i v e s o l u t i o n t o t h i s 
p r o b l e m , t h e m e c h a n i z a t i o n o f w o r k 
i n t h e m i n e s , c o n s t r u c t i o n , a n d i n t h e 
a g r i c u l t u r a l c o o p e r a t i v e s t h e m s e l v e s 
m u s t b e g i v e n p r i o r i t y . L i k e w i s e , w e 
m u s t p r e v e n t a b l e - b o d i e d p e o p l e f r o m 
l e a v i n g t h e m o u n t a i n o u s z o n e s . T h e 
p r a c t i c e o f s e n d i n g t o t h e n o r t h e r n r e ­
g i o n s o f t h e c o u n t r y p a r t o f t h e n e w 
w o r k f o r c e f o r a d e f i n i t e t i m e , o r a c c o ­
m o d a t i n g a n d o c c u p y i n g t h e m p e r m a ­
n e n t l y t h e r e , m u s t b e s e e n a s a p o s s i b l e 
a l t e r n a t i v e . 

N a t u r a l l y , s h i f t i n g t h e w o r k f o r c e a n d 
t h e p o p u l a t i o n f r o m o n e p l a c e t o a n ­
o t h e r , f r o m t h e t o w n t o t h e c o u n t r y s i d e 
a n d f r o m o n e w o r k c e n t r e t o a n o t h e r , 
a s p r a c t i c e h a s s h o w n , i s n o t e a s y t o 
a c h i e v e . I t i s c o n n e c t e d w i t h a n u m b e r 
o f e c o n o m i c a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l p r o b l e m s , 
h o u s i n g , p a y , c o n d i t i o n s o f w o r k a n d 
s o c i a l - c u l t u r a l l i f e . H o w e v e r , i n t h e i n ­
t e r e s t o f t h e h a r m o n i o u s d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f a g r i c u l t u r e a n d i n d u s t r y w e m u s t 
t a k e s t e p s f o r t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e n e ­
c e s s a r y c o n d i t i o n s i n t h e s e d i r e c t i o n s , 
w h i c h w o u l d f a c i l i t a t e a m o r e o r g a n i z e d 
a n d p l a n n e d m o v e m e n t o f a p a r t o f t h e 
w o r k f o r c e . S p e a k i n g a b o u t t h e s e q u e s ­
t i o n s a t t h e 8 t h C o n g r e s s o f t h e P L A , 
C o m r a d e E n v e r H o x h a u n d e r l i n e d : « N a -
t u r a l l y , t h e P a r t y a n d t h e s t a t e w i l l 
s t r i v e t o o p e n u p n e w j o b s w h e r e v e r 
t h e r e a r e p e o p l e , h o w e v e r , t h i s d e p e n d s , 
t o a l a r g e e x t e n t , o n t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 
t h e n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s a n d r i c h e s . T h e r e ­
f o r e , s o m e o f t h e n e w w o r k f o r c e w i l l 
h a v e t o w o r k w h e r e v e r t h e c o u n t r y 
n e e d s t h e m a n d w h e r e v e r m o r e j o b s a r e 
a v a i l a b l e . T h i s p r o c e s s m u s t b e s u p ­
p o r t e d b e t t e r t h r o u g h t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f u r b a n c e n t r e s , t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
t r a n s p o r t , t h e i m p r o v e m e n t o f w o r k i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s a n d t h r o u g h a d j u s t m e n t s t o 
t h e p a y s y s t e m t o e n c o u r a g e p e o p l e t o 

t a k e j o b s i n t h e r e m o t e z o n e s o r u n d e r 
d i f f i c u l t w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n s , too.»-6 

I n t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e e x i s t e n c e o f 
t h e p e o p l e ' s s t a t e p o w e r w e h a v e g a i n e d 
a g o o d e x p e r i e n c e i n s e t t i n g u p l a r g e -
s c a l e a g r i c u l t u r a l e c o n o m i e . s , m a i n l y 
s t a t e f a r m s , i n t h e l a n d r e c l a i m e d f r o m 
t h e d r a i n i n g o f m a r s h e s , t h e t e r r a c i n g 
o f h i l l s , e t c . A l m o s t o n e t h i r d o f t h e 
a r a b l e l a n d o f t h e s t a t e f a r m s h a s r e ­
s u l t e d f r o m t h e d r a i n i n g o f m a r s h e s 
a n d o n i t t o d a y t h o u s a n d s o f p e o p l e l i v e 
a n d w o r k , l i k e i n M a l i q o f K o r g a , H o -
x h a r a o f F i e r , V e l i p o j a o f S h k o d r a , T h u -
m a n a o f K r u j a , S p i t a l l a o f D u r r e s , e t c . 
N e w i n h a b i t e d c e n t r e s w h i c h h a v e a 
g r e a t p e r s p e c t i v e o f g r o w i n g l a r g e r a r e 
K s a m i l i n t h e d i s t r i c t o f S a r a n d a , K r u -
m a a n d H a s i n t h e d i s t r i c t o f K u k e s , a s 
w e l l a s m a n y f o r m e r l y d e p o p u l a t e d 
v i l l a g e s , e t c . D u r i n g t h e 7 t h F i v e - y e a r 
P l a n a g o o d p a r t o f t h e w o r k f o r c e e m ­
p l o y e d i n a g r i c u l t u r e i s p l a n n e d t o w o r k 
i n t h e n e w s e c t o r s o f t h e s t a t e f a r m s , 
w h i c h w i l l i n c r e a s e t h e i r d e n s i t y o f p o ­
p u l a t i o n . 

I n t h i s c o n t e x t , t h e r e a r e s o m e p r o ­
b l e m s o f u r b a n i z a t i o n . T h e q u e s t i o n i s 
o f c o m b a t i n g s o m e m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f 
< - < t o w n - m a n i a > - v w h i c h l e a d t o t h e m e ­
c h a n i c a l m o v e m e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n 
a n d t h e a r t i f i c i a l g r o w t h o f s o m e t o w n s , 
o r t h e t e n d e n c y o f d e s c r i b i n g t h e m a s 
t o w n s p r o p e r a n d , p r o c e e d i n g f r o m 
t h i s , o f d e m a n d i n g t h a t t h e i r e n t i r e p o ­
p u l a t i o n s h o u l d f i n d o c c u p a t i o n i n i n ­
d u s t r y a n d i n t h e s e r v i c e a t a l l c o s t s , 
n e g l e c t i n g t h e s t a t e f a r m s o r t h e a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l c o o p e r a t i v e s . 

T h e s e a n d o t h e r p r o b l e m s c o n n e c t e d 
w i t h t h e p r e s e n t a n d p e r s p e c t i v e d e v e ­
l o p m e n t o f t h e t o w n s a r e t h e c o m p e ­
t e n c e o f t h e s o c i a l i s t t o w n - p l a n n i n g , 
w h i c h , a m o n g s t o t h e r t h i n g s , i s f u l l y 
i n a p o s i t i o n t o d e a l w i t h t h e d i s t r i b u t ­
i o n i n s p a c e a n d t e r r i t o r y o f t h e f o r c e s 
o f p r o d u c t i o n a n d t h e i r o c c u p a t i o n i n a 
p l a n n e d m a n n e r . G r e a t w o r k h a s b e e n 
d o n e u n t i l t o d a y a n d t h e p r o g r a m 
w o r k e d o u t b y t h e P a r t y f o r t o w n a n d 
v i l l a g e s y s t e m a t i z a t i o n , a s w e l l a s o t h e r 
r e l a t e d p r o b l e m s , h a v e c h a n g e d t h e f a c e 
o f o u r e n t i r e c o u n t r y , o f o u r t o w n s a n d 
v i l l a g e s . 

T h e p r o c e s s o f s o c i a l i s t u r b a n i z a t i o n 
o f t h e c o u n t r y , a s a n a t u r a l a n d o b j e c ­
t i v e l y n e c e s s a r y p h e n o m e n o n , a s s i s t s 
a n d w i l l e v e n m o r e a s s i s t i n t h e f u t u r e , 
i n b r i n g i n g t h e r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n s t i l l 
c l o s e r t o t h e u r b a n p o p u l a t i o n , t h e p e a ­
s a n t r y t o t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s , t h i s b e i n g 
o n e o f t h e i m p o r t a n t r o a d s f o r t h e s o ­
l u t i o n o f t h e p r o b l e m s c o n n e c t e d w i t h 
t h e f u r t h e r n a r r o w i n g a n d u l t i m a t e l i ­
q u i d a t i o n o f t h e e s s e n t i a l d i s t i n c t i o n s 
b e t w e e n t o w n a n d c o u n t r y s i d e . 
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3. THE HARMONIOUS 
DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE PRODUCTIVE FORCES 
AND THE EXTENSION 
OF THE WORKING CLASS 
IN ALL THE COUNTRY 

Consistent in its ixjlicy of socialist in­
dustrialization of the country, the PLA 
has seen to it that the productive forces 
and the working class develop and are 
distributed rationally throughout the 
country. This policy has constantly 
aimed at the harmonious development 
of all the districts, at overcoming the 
stark backwardness of the past, both of 
the whole country and some particular 
regions and zones, at improving and 
further raising of the standard of living 
of the working masses and strengthen­
ing the economic potential and the de­
fence capacity of the Homeland. 

The presence of the working class 
everywhere has been considered and 
continues to be considered as the con­
dition indispensable for infusing the 
working class spirit into every cell of 
society, for educating working people 
with the qualities of the working class, 
and realizing and strengthening the 
leading role of the working class more 
and more everyday in the whole process 
of the socialist construction. The rapid 
development of the productive forces in 
all the districts and regions enables the 
mobilization of all the reserves of man­
power in an organized manner. 

Albania inherited from the past not 
only an extremely low level of develop­
ment of the productive forces but also 
their very unequal territorial distribut­
ion. As a result of the uneven and 
spontaneous development of the produc­
tive forces, in 1938 only six districts of 
the country accounted for 80 per cent of 
all the industrial workers, but of only 
40 per cent of the total population of the 
country. On the other hand, the six most 
backward districts had only 0.8 per cent 
of the industrial workers, at a time 
when they accounted for over 13 per 
cent of the population of the country. 

The people's state power has care­
fully considered the problems of the 
proportionate distribution of the produc­
tive forces. The rapid development of 
the economy in all its branches is ac­
companied with a correct territorial dis­
tribution of the productive forces and 
the working class. The economic map of 
our country shows 'new towns, newly 
discovered mineral deposits, new ifidus-
trial plants and other economic and so-
cio-cultural centres. AH this construct­
ion has been done according to correct 

criteria and on the basis of economic 
profitability. 

This development has served to over­
come the great technical-economic 
backwardness inherited from the past, 
to eliminate the marked disproportions 
formerly existing in the field of the 
development of the economy in the dif­
ferent districts of the country, and to 
ensure a more uniform distribution of 
the productive forces and the working 
class in all the districts. 

In this process, the links amongst the 
different districts and regions of the 
country have been strengthened, many 
new mineral deposits have entered the 
sphere of productive activity and in­
dustry, agriculture and all the other 
branches of the economy have de­
veloped. 

This is a concrete expression of the 
superiority of the territorial distribution 
of the productive forces and the work­
ing class through the planned develop­
ment of the people's economy. Speaking 
about this superiority, Engels said: 
«Only a society which is in a position 
to establish a harmonious combination 
between the productive forces on the 
basis of a general single plan, allows 
industry to extend all over the country, 
in the way which suits better its own 
development and its maintenance and 
the development of the other elements 
of production.»7 

Nevertheless, distinctions still exist 
amongst different regions in the num­
ber of workers against the population, 
as well as in the level of development 
of the different branches of the eco­
nomy. 

Changes are bound to occur in the 
future development of the productive 
forces, and especially in the future dis­
tribution of industry and the working 
class in the different regions. This is an 
important and difficult social-economic 
problem. Its final and radical solution 
cannot be reached either in one or in 
five years, it will take a relatively 
longer t ime to be solved. However, ex­
perience shows that the problem of the 
territorial distribution of the produc­
tive forces, of the co-ordination of the 
branches of the economy, especially of 
industry and agriculture, calls for con­
tinuous attention on our part. 

The setting up of industrial enter­
prises working on minerals, t imber and 
construction materials, or of such work­
shops as. process agricultural and live­
stock products, etc close to the sources 
of primary materials, is a positive ex­
perience. But this does not necessarily 
imply that such enterprises must be set 
up everywhere. They are set up there 

where the conditions and the possibi­
lities exist, where the size of the pro­
ject and the quantity of production 
allows for the technical equipment and 
specialization for this purpose, and res­
ponds to the demands of raising the 
productivity of labour and the quantity 
of production. 

A study of the structure of the po­
pulation according to age-groups shows 
that a higher degree of concentration of 
the urban population in the bigger 
towns is accompanied with an increased 
proportion of the working age-group, 
which raises, t ime and again, the pro­
blem of occupation for the work force. 
Therefore, all the possibilities exist for 
these regions to develop their economy 
in such a way as to ensure full em­
ployment for the new work force 
emerging from the natural increase of 
the population. Thus, the problem of 
the development of industry in the 
larger centres and regions will not be 
solved only through the mechanical 
movement of the work force from the 
other districts. 

Likewise, there is room for a more 
harmonious cooperation, in compati­
bility with the concrete conditions of 
every district, among industrial bran­
ches based on agricultural primary ma­
terials and of industry with agriculture. 
According to the territorial distribution 
of industry, the industrial branches 
which work on agricultural primary 
materials should be placed as close as 
possible to the sources of primary ma­
terials. 

The historic decisions of the 8th 
Congress of the Party and the work to 
put them into practice give further as­
sistance in the solution of the problem 
of maintaining present levels of popu­
lation in the countryside, of achieving 
a correct distribution of the working 
class throughout the territory of the 
country. 

1 Enver Hoxha, Report to the 8th Con­
gress of the PLA, p. 28, Eng. ed. 

2. J. V. Stalin, Works, vol. 7, p. 202, Alb. 
ed. 

3 Enver Hoxha, «The Correct Policy of 
the Party and the Heroic Work, of the 
People Bring Prosperity and Progress 
Even to Our Mountainous Zones,^^ Ti­
rana 1970, p. 41, Alb. ed. 

4 Enver Hoxha, Report to the 8th Con­
gress of the PLA, p. 58, Eng. ed. 

5. V. I. Lenin, Works, vol. 3, pp. 647-
648, Alb. ed. 

6 Enver Hoxha, Report to the 8th Con­
gress of the PLA, p. 58, Eng. ed. 

7 F. Engels, <-'Anti-Diihring», Tirana 
1977, pp. 339-340, Alb. ed. 



W E L L - B E I N G 
A N D 
I T S C O N T I N U O U S 
I N T H E P S R A ... 

In the development of 
production and in all 
the other social activi­
ties, the FLA has had in 
the centre of its atten­
tion the working man, 
the fulfilment of his 

material and cultural 
needs 

T H E P A R T Y O F L A B O U R O F A L B A N I A H A S S E E N T H E D E V E L O P M E N T 
O F P R O D U C T I O N I N U N I T Y W I T H T H E S T R E N G T H E N I N G O F T H E S O C I A L I S T 
S O C I A L O R D E R , T H E F U L F I L M E N T O F T H E M A T E R I A L AND C U L T U R A L 
N E E D S O F T H E W O R K I N G P E O P L E , T H E I R COMMUNIST E D U C A T I O N , T H E 
W E L L - B E I N G O F T H E E N T I R E P E O P L E , T H E S T R E N G T H E N I N G O F T H E 
I N D E P E N D E N C E AND D E F E N C E C A P A C I T Y O F T H E HOMELAND, C O L L E C ­
T I V E AND P E R S O N A L P R O B L E M S , T H E P R E S E N T AND T H E F U T U R E , AND 
T H E D E V E L O P M E N T O F T H E C I T Y AND T H E P R O G R E S S O F T H E C O U N ­
T R Y S I D E . 

I N T H E D E V E L O P M E N T O F P R O D U C T I O N AND I N A L L T H E O T H E R SO­
C I A L A C T I V I T I E S , T H E P L A H A S H A D I N T H E C E N T R E O F I T S A T T E N T I O N 
T H E W O R K I N G MAN, T H E F U L F I L M E N T O F H I S M A T E R I A L AND C U L T U R A L 
N E E D S . W E L L - B E I N G M E A N S T H E B E S T P O S S I B L E AND E V E R MORE C O M ­
P L E T E F U L F I L M E N T O F A L L T H E M A T E R I A L AND C U L T U R A L N E E D S O F 
A L L T H E M E M B E R S O F S O C I A L I S T S O C I E T Y I N A N Y P E R I O D . I N SO­
C I A L I S M W E L L - B E I N G H A S NOT O N L Y A N E C O N O M I C MEANING, B U T A L S O 
A P R O F O U N D P O L I T I C A L , I D E O L O G I C A L AND S O C I A L S I G N I F I C A N C E . T H E 
C O N C E P T O F W E L L - B E I N G IS A Q U E S T I O N O F C L A S S W O R L D O U T L O O K . 
I T S T E M S F R O M T H E M A R X I S T - L E N I N I S T T H E O R Y AND T H E R E V O L U T I O N ­
A R Y P R A C T I C E O F T H E C O N S T R U C T I O N O F S O C I A L I S M . 

O n t h e s e b a s e s , t h e P L A a n d Com- h a p p i n e s s for a l l t h e m e m b e r s ol so-
r a d e E n v e r H o x h a h a v e w o r k e d o u t 
a n d d e v e l o p e d t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y c o n ­
c e p t o f w e l l - b e i n g i n s o c i a l i s m . T h e 
w e l l - b e i n g o f t h e p e o p l e i s c o n n e c t e d 
w i t h a n d c o n d i t i o n e d b y t h e e n t i r e p r o ­
c e s s o f t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f s o c i a l i s t s o ­
c i e t y a n d t h e r e a l p o s s i b i l i t i e s w h i c h 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e e c o n o m y c r e a t e s . 
T h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f s o c i a l i s m a n d t h e 
u n c e a s i n g u p l i f t o f t h e m a t e r i a l a n d 
c u l t u r a l l e v e l o f t h e w o r k i n g p e o p l e 
a r e s e e n a s o n e s i n g l e q u e s t i o n . 

I n s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y w e l l - b e i n g i s 
m e a n t f o r a l l t h e p e o p l e a n d i s r a i s e d 
c o n t i n u o u s l y . S o c i a l i s m d o e s n o t t o l e ­
r a t e g r e a t d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e l e v e l a n d 
w a y o f l i f e b e t w e e n t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s , 
t h e c o o p e r a t i v i s t p e a s a n t r y a n d t h e i n ­
t e l l i g e n t s i a . T h i s s o c i a l o r d e r d s a i m e d 
a t t h e c r e a t i o n o f r e a l p r o s p e r i t y a n d 
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c i e t y . 
I n o u r s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y t h e w e l l - b e i n g 

o f e v e r y m e m b e r o f t h e s o c i e t y c a n n o t 
b e i m a g i n e d a p a r t f r o m t h e w e l l - b e i n g 
o f t h e e n t i r e p e o p l e . I n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h 
t h i s . C o m r a d e E n v e r H o x h a h a s s t r e s ­
s e d : «The b o u r g e o i s a n d r e v i s i o n i s t 
c o n c e p t o f l i f e p u t t i n g m o n e y , u n r e ­
s t r a i n e d a m u s e m e n t , a l i f e o f l u x u r y 
a n d e a s e , c o m f o r t a n d p e r s o n a l w e l l -
b e i n g a b o v e e v e r y t h i n g , i s a l i e n t o o u r 
p e o p l e . T h e c a t a s t r o p h i c c o n s e q u e n c e s 
o f s u c h a w a y o f t h i n k i n g a r e a p p a r e n t 
i n t h e c o u n t r i e s w h e r e t h e r e v i s i o n i s t s 
h o l d s w a y . T h e w a y o f l i f e i n t h e s e 
c o u n t r i e s , w h i c h i s a l m o s t i d e n t i c a l 
w i t h t h a t o f t h e W e s t e r n c a p i t a l i s t 
c o u n t r i e s , i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d b y p o l i t i c a l 
d e g e n e r a t i o n , m o r a l d e c a y , h a n k e r i n g 
a f t e r m o n e y a n d m a t e r i a l g a i n , s e l f i ­
s h n e s s a n d u n r e s t r a i n e d i n d i v i d u a l i s m , 

i t i s a w a y o f l i f e m t h e b o u r g e o i s f a -
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s h i o n , r i d d l e d b y g a n g s t e r i s m a n d h o o -

l i g a n i s m . v v l T h e f u l f i l m e n t , i n t h e f i r s t 

p l a c e , o f t h e m o s t e s s e n t i a l n e e d s , w h i c h 

d e t e r m i n e t h e l e v e l a n d w a y of l i f e 

o f t h e p e o p l e i n g e n e r a l , i s a n a b s o l u t e 

d e m a n d f o r t h e r a i s i n g o f w e l l - b e i n g . 

I n t h i s c o n t e x t , t h e a i m o f t h e s o c i a l i s t 

s o c i e t y i s t o p r o v i d e f o r t h e f u l f i l m e n t 

o f t h e m o r e u r g e n t a n d m o r e m a s s i v e 

d e m a n d s o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n , a n d n o t 

t o c a t e r t o p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s w h i m s . 

T h e s e d e m a n d s a r e f u l f i l l e d i n a n a l l -

r o u n d m a n n e r , n o t o n l y f o r t o d a y b u t 

a l s o f o r t h e f u t u r e . T h e h a r m o n i z e d 

f u l f i l m e n t of t h e m a t e r i a l a n d c u l t u r a l 

d e m a n d s o n t h e b a s i s of p e r s o n a l a n d 

s o c i a l r e q u i r e m e n t s a n d t h e c o n t i n u o u s 

i n c r e a s e o f t h e s e s a m e d e m a n d s o n a 

b r o a d s o c i a l b a s i s , h e l p s t r e n g t h e n t h e 

f e e l i n g o f c o l l e c t i v i s m a n d t h e s o c i a l i s t 

w a y o f l i f e . 

A t a n y g i v e n t i m e t h e w e l l - b e i n g i s 

d e t e r m i n e d b y a n u m b e r o f f a c t o r s . 

H o w e v e r , t w o f u n d a m e n t a l c a t e g o r i e s 

o f f a c t o r s , p o l i t i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c f a c ­

t o r s , a r e t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t a m o n g 

t h e m . 

T h e s t a t e p o w e r a n d t h e c h a r a c t e r 

o f t h e o w n e r s h i p o f t h e m e a n s o f p r o ­

d u c t i o n d e t e r m i n e , a t t h e s a m e t i m e , 

t h e r e s p e c t i v e m a t e r i a l a n d c u l t u r a l s i ­

t u a t i o n o f t h e w o r k i n g m a s s e s . T h e m a ­

t e r i a l s i t u a t i o n a n d t h e m o d e a n d w a y 

o f r e a l i z i n g i t - h a v e a c l a s s c o n t e n t . 

P r e c i s e l y f o r t h i s r e a s o n i t i s i m p o r t a n t 

t h a t i n a n a l y z i n g a n d d e t e r m i n i n g t h e 

s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g o f t h e w o r k i n g m a s ­

s e s w e m u s t p r o c e e d , f i r s t o f a l l , f r o m 

t h e p o l i t i c a l f a c t o r s , i e w e m u s t s e e 

w h i c h c l a s s w i e l d s p o l i t i c a l p o w e r . I n 

c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y t h e r e a r e a n t a g o n i s t i c 

c l a s s e s w i t h o p p o s e d p o l i t i c a l a n d e c o ­

n o m i c i n t e r e s t s : t h e c l a s s o f t h e c a p i ­

t a l i s t s , w h i c h w i e l d s p o l i t i c a l p o w e r a n d 

o w n s t h e m e a n s o f p r o d u c t i o n , a n d t h e 

p r o l e t a r i a t a n d t h e o t h e r w o r k i n g m a s ­

s e s w h i c h a r e d i v e s t e d o f p o l i t i c a l 

p o w e r a n d t h e o w n e r s h i p o f t h e m e a n s 

o f p r o d u c t i o n a n d w h i c h a r e e x p l o i t e d 

b y t h e b o u r g e o i s i e . T h e g o v e r n m e n t s 

o f t h e s e c o u n t r i e s c a r r y o u t a n e c o ­

n o m i c a n d f i n a n c i a l p o l i c y w h i c h c o m ­

p l i e s f u l l y w i t h t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e 

r u l i n g c l a s s . E x p e r i e n c e h a s s h o w n t h a t 

b o u r g e o i s g o v e r n m e n t s f a i t h f u l l y c a r r y 

o u t t h e w i l l o f t h e b o u r g e o i s i e , c r e a t i n g 

a l l t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s a n d f a c i l i t i e s f o r 

i t t o e x p l o i t t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s a n d t h e 

b r o a d w o r k i n g m a s s e s . F o r t h i s p u r p o s e , 

t h e y d o n o t h e s i t a t e t o r e s o r t t o s t a t e 

a u t h o r i t y a n d v i o l e n c e i n o r d e r t o c r u s h 

a n y a t t e m p t o n t h e p a r t o f t h e p r o l e ­

t a r i a t a n d t h e w o r k i n g m a s s e s t o i m ­

p r o v e t h e i r c o n d i t i o n s o f l i v i n g . O b ­

v i o u s l y , w h e n p o l i t i c a l p o w e r i s i n t h e 

h a n d s o f t h e b o u r g e o i s i e , t h e r e c a n b e 

n o t a l k a b o u t t h e w e l l - b e i n g f o r t h e 

w o r k i n g m a s s e s o r a b o u t i t s r a i s ­

i n g . 

I n o r d e r t o e n s u r e s u i t a b l e l i v i n g c o n ­

d i t i o n s a n d c o n t i n u a l l y r a i s e t h e m a ­

t e r i a l a n d c u l t u r a l l e v e l o f t h e w o r k ­

i n g m a s s e s i t i s a b s o l u t e l y n e c e s s a r y 

t o e s t a b l i s h t h e p o l i t i c a l p o w e r o f t h e 

w o r k i n g c l a s s — t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e 

p r o l e t a r i a t . T h i s i s a f u n d a m e n t a l f a c ­

t o r w h i c h p l a y s a d e c i s i v e r o l e i n t h e 

c r e a t i o n o f w e l l - b e i n g f o r t h e e n t i r e 

w o r k i n g p e o p l e . T h e l i q u i d a t i o n o f t h e 

c a p i t a l i s t p r i v a t e o w n e r s h i p o f t h e 

m e a n s o f p r o d u c t i o n r e s u l t s , s u b s e ­

q u e n t l y , i n t h e a b o l i t i o n o f t h e b o u r ­

g e o i s r i g h t of a p p r o p r i a t i o n of t h e 

l a r g e s t p a r t of t h e n a t i o n a l i n c o m e . T h e 

l i q u i d a t i o n of c a p i t a l i s t o w n e r s h i p , 

a n d o n t h i s b a s i s , t h e H q u i d a t -

i o n o f t h e c a p i t a l i s t o r d e r i t s e l f , 

l e a d t o i m p o r t a n t f u n d a m e n t a l c h a n g e s : 

t h e l i q u i d a t i o n o f p r i v i l e g e s f o r t h e 

m i n o r i t y o f t h e f o r m e r r u l i n g c l a s s e s , 

a n d t h e g r a d u a l b u t s t e a d y i m p r o v e ­

m e n t o f t h e l i v i n g a n d w o r k i n g c o n ­

d i t i o n s o f t h e p e o p l e , t h e r a i s i n g of t h e 

m a t e r i a l a n d c u l t u r a l l e v e l o f t h e e n ­

t i r e s o c i e t y . 

T h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e p o l i t i c a l 

p o w e r o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s a n d of t h e 

s o c i a l o w n e r s h i p o f t h e m e a n s o f p r o ­

d u c t i o n c r e a t e s t h e p o s s i b i l i t y f o r t h e 

f i n a l p r o d u c t o f t h e w o r k t o b e u t i l i z e d 

i n t h e g e n e r a l i n t e r e s t s o f s o c i e t y . A s 

a r e s u l t o f t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e p o l i t i c a l 

c o n d i t i o n s , t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e e c o n o m i c 

c o n d i t i o n s — t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e 

s o c i a l o w n e r s h i p o f t h e m e a n s o f p r o ­

d u c t i o n , a l s o b e c o m e s p o s s i b l e . I n t h e s e 

c o n d i t i o n s , t h e w o r k i n g m a s s e s a r e i n ­

t e r e s t e d i n i n c r e a s i n g t h e p r o d u c t i o n 

o f m a t e r i a l g o o d s , i n t h e r a p i d g r o w t h 

o f t h e f o r c e s o f p r o d u c t i o n , b e c a u s e a l l 

t h i s d i r e c t l y b e a r s o n t h e b o o s t i n g of 

t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e p r o d u c e r s t h e m ­

s e l v e s . H e r e t h e l e v e l o f w e l l - b e i n g d e ­

p e n d s o n t h e m a t u r i t y o f t h e s o c i a l i s t 

r e l a t i o n s o f p r o d u c t i o n , t h e d e g r e e of 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f t h e w o r k i n g p e o p l e i n 

s o c i a l l y u s e f u l w o r k , t h e l e v e l of p r o ­

d u c t i v i t y o f l a b o u r , t h e n e e d f o r t h e 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f t h e d e f e n c e c a p a c i t y 

o i t h e c o u n t r y , t h e i n d i c e s c o n n e c t e d 

w i t h t h e u t i l i z a t i o n o f t h e s o c i a l f u n d 

o f c o n s x u n p t i o n ( e d u c a t i o n , c u l t u r e , 

h e a l t h , h o u s i n g , d e m o g r a p h y , e t c ) . 
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