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The Workin
And lts Wo

THE POSITION OF THE PROLETARIAT IN THE PRESENT-DAY
CAPITALIST SOCIETY. THE KHRUSHCHEVIAN REVISIONISTS
DISTORT THE ROLE OF THE WORKING CLASS.

THE MARXIST-LENINIST VIEWPOINT ABOUT

THE REVOLUTIONARY . iisiorc mesit of sasx and Engets, - v. 1. Leni
TASKS OF THE WORKING  teane of ol the counies he rel, teis misson: fo b6

the first to rise in the revolutionary struggle against capital,
rally around themselves in this struggle all the working people

CLASS AND ITS LEAD'NG and the oppresseds. (V. I. Lenin, complete works, Russian

edition, vol. 37, p. 169). The idea of the world historic mission

of the proletariat as gravedigger of capitalism and bearer of

ROLE lN SOCIETY the new socialist and communist social order has been
descrided by V. I. Lenin as «principal in Marx’s doc-
trinen.

Life has fully confirmed this great revolutionary discovery by
K. Marx. The working class, the most progressive and the most
revolutionary class ever known in history, stands in the center

 — A

' —== of our epoch, of the epoch of the world proletarian revolution
Foto Cami, Member of the C.C. of the PLA, professor, a spe- and of the transition from capitalism to socialism. That is the
cialist in the field of Marxist philosophy social force leading the whole present-day revolutionary process
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for the transformation of the world on mnew social-political
bases. Wherever the proletarian revolution has triumphed and
socialism has become a reality, this has been achieved under
the hegemony of the working class and its Marxist-Leninist

party.

In order to reject Marxism, socialism, their enemies have
always sought to deny the revolutionary character of the wor-
king class, its decisive role in society's life, its hegemony
in the revolution. During his life-time V.I. Lenin had to carry
out a great fight to defend the world historic mission of the
proletariat against the distortions of the Russian and inter-
national reformists and opportunists. In this fight he created
a complete doctrine on the hegemony of the proletariat, which
became a starting point for the working out of a correct stra-
tegy and tactics of the communist movement, that led this
movement to great historic victories.

At the present time also the stand towards the working class,

by FOTO CAMI

towards its role and hegemony has become one of the most
cardinal and burning problems of the ideological struggle bet-
ween Marxism-Leninism and the bourgeois and revisionist
ideology. «The ideological opponents of Marxism-Leninisms,
comrade Enver Hoxha pointed out at the 6th Congress of the
Parly, «beginning with the bourgeois and revisionist, radical
and petty-bourgeois ones, in words and deeds, are striving to
negate the wosld historic mission of the working class, its
role and hegemony in the revolution. All together, in this or
that way, they seek to prove that the ideas of Marxism-Leninism

about this question have become obsolete.»

Under these conditions, the exposure of these attempts and
the defence of the teachings of Marxism-Leninism about the
revolutionary character, role and hegemony of the working
class, in close connection with reality and the revolutionary
practice, is today as much an important as urgent duty in order
to carry onward the cause of the revolution and of socialism.
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WORKING CLASS AND PRESENT-DAY CAPITALISM

Speculating on the new phenomena of present-day capitalism,
especially on the development of the monopoly-state capitalism
and of the technical-scientific revolution, the hack-writers of
sneo-capitalisms are seeking by all sorts of falsifications to
refute the world historic mission of the proletariat and to
prettify and perpetuate the capitalist order of oppression and
exploitation.

NOT «DEPROLETARIZATION», BUT FURTHER PROLETARI-
ZATION IS THE MAIN CHARACTERISTIC OF THE PRESENT-
DAY CAPITALIST SOCIETY

According to many bourgeois and reformist ideologists, the
technical-scientific revolution which is unfolding in the world
today, is allegedly leading to the wdeproletarizations of the
capitalist society, to the liquidation of the working class, or,
as they say, people with sblue collarss, to the advantage of
people with «grey collarss (of the sphere of services) and of
people with =white collars» (intelligentsia). Thus, K. Marx’s
conclusion that the proletariat is a class which grows along

with the very development of capitalism allegedly stands no

more.
No doubt the technical-scientific revolution is bringing about

!;/%ﬂchnnga in the social structure of the capitalist society. In

e develo capitalist countries one notices a greal
increase of the employment of people in the sphere of the ser-
vices and of the intelligentsia. From the economic viewpoint
this has come about, on the one hand, as a result of the
increase of labour productivity in the sphere of material pro-

duction and, on the other hand, as a result of the fact that in the

non-productive sphere labour productivity is lower; that is
why more people are required in this sphere.

These changes however by no means speak of wdeproletari-
zation» of the capitalist society. Capital cannot exist without
its antipode — the proletariat. «By wproletarians in the economic
sense, — K. Marx has said, — one should understand only
the wage-earner who produces and increases «capital» and is
fired out in the street as soon as he becomes superfluous to
the requirements of the increase of the value of «Mr. Capitals
(K. Marx and F. Engels, Works, Russian edition, vol. 23,
p. 628).

From this viewpoint the specific weight of the wage-earners
in the total number of the working population grows conti-
nually in the United States of America, Britain, in the Federal
Republic of Germany, France and other developed capitalist
countries, they account for the 70-90 per cent of it. In these
countries there is no wdeproletarization» but a further pro-
letarization of society. Taking the cue from this phenomenon
some revisionists are striving to wipe out the demarcation line
between the classes describing as workers all those receiving
salaries or wages irrespective of their size. The way of ensu-
ring incomes is a feature, but not the sole nor the main that
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conditions the fact of pertaining to a class. Salaries are paid
also to high state officials and managers of the big capitalist
firms and trusts, but they have nothing in common with the
workers.

According to some data in the developed capitalist countries
it comes out that of 5 wage-earners only 3 are workers. Despite
this, the number of workers, too, has been and continues to
be rising. While in the middle of the past century the prole-
tariat was counting 9 million persons, at the beginning of
the 20th century it reached 30 million, and in the years 1960-
1970 it amounted to 450 million. The working class produces
today 3/4 of the total world social production. The growlh
of the proletariat comes about not only as a result of the depo-
pulation of the countryside from which depart every year in
the F. R. Germany 100.000 persons, France 150.000, Italy 120.000,
and as a result of the expropriation of the small owners of the
city, but also in the form of reduction up to the social-
economic condition of the proletarians also of a growing part
of various specialists and technicians working directly in
production, of the men who work in the sphere of services,
and of women. As a result, it is not the proletariat that disap-
pears, but its social makeup becomes more complicated, with
more numerous strata,

K. Marx has never identified the proletarian with the man
engaged simply in manual work. The more so today this
narrow concept cannot be taken as a basis because the bor-
ders between manual and mental work in the process of the
development of the technical-scientific revolution are ever
more narrowing up, the weight of mental work is growing
in the work of every person. The bourgeois and revisionist
ideologists make all sorts of speculations on this phenomenon.
Some of them from the camp of the bourgeoisie are striving
to prove that the working class is disappearing and its place
is being taken by the intelligentsia, whereas some others from
the camp of the revisionists are seeking to include the whole
of the intelligentsia in the working class by inventing a new
definition, according to which the working class is treated as
«the totality of the working people of physical and mental
works, The difference in the degree of culture and qualifica-
tion are not class differences, are not features determining
the pertaining to a given class. To determine the class to
which this or that person belongs one must not judge of the
education, culture and speciality he has, but first and foremost
of the place he occupies in the social production system, of his
relations with the means of production, of the role he plays
in the social organisation of labour and, consequently,
of the quantity of the incomes and the way he receives
them.

Groundless are also the other claims of the bourgeois and re-
formist ideologists that allegedly the working class is ceasing
to be proletarian, as it is becoming «co-owner and co-managers
of the capitalist enterprises, or, as one of the chieftains of the
social-democratic party of West Germany, V. Knjoringen, says,
«the workers and employees are turning into small capitalistss,
To wprove» this they use as an argument the participation of
the workers in shares. But what do these shares represent?
According to the data of the bourgeois statistics themselves,
in the United States only 7 per cent of the population own shares,
whereas the shares of all the workers do not account even for
the 0,2 per cent of the value of all the country’s shares. The







	img001.pdf
	img002.pdf
	img003.pdf
	img004.pdf
	img005.pdf
	img006.pdf

