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CULTURE AND REVOLUTION IN IRELAND

REAMHRA

This paper was prepared for a series of educational conferences organised
by the leadership of the Republican Movement. It does not pretend to be
a final, definitive statement of the relation between culture and revolution.
It is, however, an attempt to initiate discussion on this subject which has
so largely been ignored by revolutionary thinkers in Ireland.

The natural response of most workers to the word ‘culture’ is to retreat
in horror. The successful indoctrination of the educational murder
machine has resulted in a cultural atrophy, that is most clearly seen in the
decline of Irish culture:— the Irish language, the Irish traditional music
and songs in English and Irish, the songs of Dublin or of Belfast. The
cultural question is a very immediate one in Ireland, for the basis of
nationality is culture: a national culture is the common response of a
nation.

The development of national consciousness is one of the most import-
ant tasks that faces the revolutionary movement in Ireland. As an article
in the first issue of ‘Teoiric’, the Republican Movement’s theoretical
journal, said: “A revolution cannot take place as the result of the dreams,
desires or ideals of revolutionary minded people. A revolution requires a
level of social/economic contradictions which makes it possible to over-
throw the ruling class. A revolution needs the presence of another social
class, which because of its place in society, its place in the process of
production and its political potential, is able to achieve successfully this
revolution.” This ‘other social class’ must be converted to the need for
revolution, for socialism, and this conversion can only come as a result of
a development in consciousness. Hence its’ importance for the revolution-
ary movement in Ireland today.

This is a very broad question; it covers every aspect of revolutionary
theory. If our understanding of the importance of consciousness is com-
plete — that is if we recognise the weaknesses as well as the strengths of
consciousness — our policies and tactics will have a firmer base amongst
the mass of the people. This point needs to be stressed with particular
reference to two problems that have faced revolutionary activists in
Ireland for many generations, first the cult of personality by which De
Valera diverted the anti-imperialist struggle of the Irish people from its
proper course, and secondly the question of spontaneity which argues
that there is no need to argue and discuss political questions, and that the
people have a natural instinct for revolution which will be awakened by
the example of heroic and dedicated revolutionaries.



The immediacy of the cultural question can be seen from the fact that
the economic and social existence of the Gaeltacht is so tenuous at the
moment. We must have a policy on such matters, and to have a policy we
must have a theoretical understanding of the practical problem that con-
fronts us. Theoretical clarity and comprehension will obviate the evils we
mentioned above, cultism and spontaneity.

I should repeat that this paper does not pretend to be definitive on this
matter of culture. It is not holy writ or dogma, and the production of the
lecture as a pamphlet is an attempt to widen the scope of our internal
education programme. We are also aware that the general political public
needs to be informed of the trends of our political thinking, even where
our policy is not final as in this case of culture.

If the subject is properly discussed and criticised we will be able to
make a programme of policy, perhaps on the lines indicated in the final
section, which is called ‘The Manifesto of the Cultural Revolution in
Ireland.’

Eoin O Murchu.
Tuil, 1971
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