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INTRODUCTION

'WORKSHOP TALKS' was written in 1909
by James Connolly as an introduction to
socialism, Even today, the points made
here are very relevant to our economic and
political situation. The vested interests
use the same tactics of confusion and mis-
representation of the aims of the social-
ist republicans as they used in Connolly's
day.

What Connolly had to say reads like a
prophesy of the later development of hist-
ory: the warnings about the nature of free-
dom, and the need to guard against those
who wave flags and mouth slogans.

These talks will never become dated
because they contain the essence of social-
ism, The basis of republicanism., In
simple and straightforward terms Connolly
unravels the mysteries of economics, and
destroys the feeble lies of capitalist pro-
pagandists. Any republican who wishes an
immediate introduction to socialism in Ire-
land can do no better than read and study
this valuable pamphlet.

- .-~ —~

'"WORKSHOP TALKS' is the first of a series of
Repsol pamphlets to be published by the Education

Department, Republican Movement, 30 Gardiner Pl.
Dublin 1.




WORKSHOP  TALKS

Soctaliem is a foreign importation!

I know it because I read it in the papers. I
also know it to be the case because in every coun-
try I have graced with my presence up to the
present time, or have heard from, the possessing
classes, through their organs in the press and
their spokesmen upon the platform, have been vocif-
erous and insistent in declaring the foreign origin
of Socialism,

In Ireland Socialism is an English 1mportat10n,
in England they are convinced it was made in Ger-—
many, in Germany it is a scheme of traitors in all-
iance with the French to dlsrupt the Empire, in
France it is an accursed conspiracy to discredit
the army which is destined to reconquer Alsace and
Lorraine, in Russia it is an English plot to pre-
vent Russian extension towards Asia, in Asia it is
known to have been set on foot by American enemies
of Chinese and Japanese industrial progress, and in
America it is one of the baneful fruits of unrest-
ricted pauper and criminal immigration.

All nations today repud1ate Socialism, yet
Socialist ideas are conquerlng all nations. When
anything has to be done in a practical direction
towards ameliorating the lot of the helpless ones,
or towards using the collective force of soc1ety in
atrengthenlng the hands of the individual, it is
sure to be in the intellectual armoury of Socialists
the right weapon is found for the work,.

A case in point, There are tens of thousands
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of hungry children in New York today as in every
other large American city, and many well meant
efforts have been made to succour them. TFree lun-
ches have been opened in the poorest districts,
bread lines have been established and charitable
organisations are busy visiting homes and schools
to find out the worst cases, But all this has
only touched the fringe of the destitution, with
the additional aggravation that anything passing
through the hands of these charitable committees
usually cost ten times as much for administration
as it bestows ‘on the object of its charity. ALSO
that the investigation is usually more effectual
in destroying the last vestiges of self-respect in
its victims than in succouring their needs.

In the midst of this difficulty Superintend-
ent Maxwell of the New York Schools sends a letter
to a comnittee of thirteen charitable organisat-
ions which had met together to consider the prob-
lem, and in this letter he advocates the method of
relieving distress long since initiated by the
Socialist representatives in the Municipality of
Paris. I quote from the New York World:-

"A committee of seven was appointed to inquire
more fully into the question of feeding school-
children and to report at a subsequent meeting.
School Superintendent Maxwell sent a letter ad-
vocating the establishment in New York Schools
with eity money of lunch kitchens, these to sell
food at actual cost and to give to needy child-
ren tickets just like those paid for, to the end
that no child might know that his fellow was eat-
ing at the expense of the city by the colour of
hie ticket, This 18 done in Paris.”
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Contrast this solicitude for the self-respect of
the poor children, recogunised by Superintendent
Maxwell in the plan of these "foreign Socialists"
with the insul€ing merhods of the capitalist "bre-
ad lines" and charitable organisations in general.

But all the same it is too horrible to take
practical examplee in relieving the distress caus-
ed by capitalist society from pestilant agitators
who wish to destroy the society whose victims they
are succouring, a2ad mere foreigners too. The
capitalist method of parading mothers and children
for an hour in the street before feeding them is
more calculated to build up the proper degree of
pride in the embryo American citizens, and make
them appreciate the benefits their fathers and
brothers are asked to vote for.

Read this telling how hungry children and
mothers stood patiently waiting for a meal on the
sidewalk, and whoop it u» for pure ecstasy of joy
that you are permitted to live in a system of soc-
iety wherein a great metr.colitan daily thought
that the fact of five ‘.undred children getting a
"hearty luncheon" was rema-kable enough to deserve
a paragraph! ’

"Five hundred ill-fed children who attend the sch-
ools on the lower east side got a hearty luncheon
yesterday when the first of the children's lunch-
roome was opened at Canal and Forsyth streets.
Long before noon there was a large gathering of
children, some of them accompanied by their moth-
ers, awaiting the opening of the doors."

Well, I am not interested in internationalism.
This country is good enough for me,
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Is that so? Say: are you taking a share in
the Moscow-Windau-Rydinsk Railway?

No. Where is that?

My dear friend, where that railway runs has
nothing to do with you. What you have to do is sim-
ply to take a share, and then go and have a good
time whilst the Russian railway workers, whom you
do not know, working in a country you never saw,
speaking a language you do not understand, earn your
dividends by the sweat of their brows. Curious,
ain't it?...

We Socialists are always talking about the in-
ternational solidarity of labour, about the oneness
of our interests all over the world, and ever and
anon working off our heaving chests a peroratiom on
the bonds of fraternal sympathy which should unite
the wage slaves of the capitalist system,

But there is another kind of bond - Russian
Railway bonds - which join, not the workers, but the
idlers of the world in fraternal sympathy, and which
creates among the members of the capitalist class a
feeling of identity of interest, of international
solidarity, which they don't perorate about but whi-
ch is most potent and effective notwithstanding.

You do not fully recognise the fact that the inter-
nationality of Socialism is at most but a lame and
halting attempt to create a counter—poise to the in-
ternationality of Capitalism. Yet so it is.

Here is a case in point, The Moscow-Windau-
Rydinsk railway is, as its name indicates, a railway
running, or proposed to be run, from one part of
Russia to another. You would think that that con-
cerned the Russian people only, and that our pat-
riotic capitalist class, always so ready to declare
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against working-class Socialists with internation-—
al sympathies, would never look at it or touch it.

You would not think that Ireland, for example-
whose professional patriots are forever telling
the gullible working men that Ireland will be ruin-
ed for the lack of capital and enterprise - would
be a good country to find money in to finance a
Russian Railway. Yet, observe the fact. All the
Dublin papers of Monday, June 12th, 1899, contained
the prospectus of this far-away Russian railway,
offered for the investment of Irish capitalists,
and offered by a firm of London stockbrokers who
are astute enough not to waste money in endeavour-
ing to catch fish in waters where they were not in
the habit of biting freely.

And in the midst of the Russian revolution of
1905 the agents of the Czar succeeded in obtaining
almost unlimited treasures in the United States to
pay the expenses of throttling the infant Liberty.
As the shares in Russian railways were sold in Ire-
land, as Russian bonds were sold in America, so the
shares in American mines, railroads and factories
are bought and sold on alli the stock exchanges of
Europe and Asia by men who never saw America in
their lifetime.

Now, let us examine the situation, keeping in
mind the fact that this is but a type of what pre-
vails all -round; you can satisfy yourself on that
head by a daily glance at our capitalist papers.

CAPITAL IS INTERNATIONAL

The shares of Russian railways, African mines,
Nicaraguan canals, Chilian gas works, Norwegian
timber, Mexican water works, Canadian fur trappings,



Australian kanaka slave trade, Indian tea plantat-
ions, Japanese linen factories, Chinese Cotton mi-—
ils, European national and municipal debts, United
States bonanza farms, are bought and sold every
day by investors, many of whom never saw any one
of the countries in which their money is invested,
but who have, by virtue of so investing, a legal
right to a share of the plunder extracted under
the capitalist system from the wage workers whose
bone and sinew earn the dividends upon the bonds
they have purchased.

When our investing classes purchase a share
in any capitalist concern, in any country whatso—
ever, they do so, not in order to build up a use-
ful industry, but because the act of purchase
endows them with a prospective share of the spoils
it is preposed to wring from labour. Therefore
every member of the investing classes is interest~
ed to the extent of his investments, present or
prospective, in the subjection of Labour all over
the world.

THAT is the INTERNATIONALITY of CAPITAL and CAPIT-
ALISM.

The wage worker is oppressed under this sys-—
tem in the interest of a class of capitalist in-
vestors who may be living thousands of miles away
and whose very names are unknown to him. He is,
therefore, interested in every revolt of Labour
all over the world, for the very individuals again-
st whom that revolt may be directed may - by the
wondrous mechanism of the capitalist system - thro-
ugh shares, bonds, national and municipal debts -
be the parasites who are sucking his blood also.
That is one of the underlying facts inspiring the
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internationalism of Labour and Sccialism.

Bu* ‘the Socialist propcsals, they say, would
destroy. the individual character of the worker. He
would lean on the community, instead of upon his
oun efforts,

YES: Giving evidence before the 0ld Age Pensions
Committee in England, Sir John Dorrington, M.P.,
expressed the belief that the "provision of 0ld
Age Pensions by the State, for instance, would do
more harm than good. It was an objectionable
principle, and would lead to improvidence.” There
now.: You will always observe that it is some mem—
ber of what an Irish revolutionist called "the
canting, fed classes", who is anxious that nothing
should be done by the State to give the working
class habits of "improvidence", or to do us any
"harm". Dear, kind souls.

To do them justice they are most consistent,
For both in public and private, their efforts are
most whole-heartedly bent in the same direction,
viz., to prevent improvidence - ON OUR PART. They
lower our wages - to prevent improvidence; they
increase our rents - to prevent improvidence; they
periddically suspend us from our employment - to
prevent .improvidence, and as soon as we are worn -
out in their service they send us to a semi~convict
establishment, known as the Workhouse, where we are
scientifically starved to death to prevent improv-
idence.

0id Age Pensions might do us harm. Ah, yes!
And yet come to think of it, I know quite a number
of people who draw Old Age Pensions and it doesn't
do them a bit of harm. Strange, isn't it? Then



all the Royal Families have pensions, and they
don't seem to do them any harm; royal babies, in
fact, begin to draw pensions and milk from a bot-
tle at the same time. Afterwards they drop the
milk, but they never drop the pension - nor the
bottle. Then all our judges get pensions, and
are not corrupted thereby - at least not more
than usual, In fact, all well paid officials in
governmental or municipal service get pensions,
and there are no fears expressed that T&2 receipt
of the same may do them harm.

But the underpaid, overworked wage-slave.
To give him a pension would ruin his moral fibre,
wegken his stamina, debase his manhood, sap his
integrity, corrupt his morals, check his prudence,
emasculate his character, lower his aspirations,
vitiate his resolves, destroy his self-reliance,
annihilate his rectitude, corrode his virility -
and - and - other things.

Let us be practical. We want something
pr-r-ractical. Always the cry of hum-drum med-
iocrity, afraid to face the stern necessity for
uncompromising action. That saying has done more
yeoman service in the cause of oppression than all
its avowed supporters., The average man dislikes
to be thought unpractical, and so, while frequent-
ly loathing the principles of distrusting the lead-
ers of the particular political party he is assoc-
iated with, declines to leave them in the hope
that their very lack of earnestness may be more
fruitful of practical results than the honest out-
spokeness of the party in whose principles he does
believe. In the phraseology of politics, a party
too indifferent to the sorrow and sufferings of
humanity to raise its voice in protest, is a
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