4. — Secondary Education

The revolutionization of secondary education is one of
the most important and complicated problems in our work of
further revolutionizing our school system.

Firstly, it is connected with the prospects of development
of this link of our school system itself. The prospects have
already been opened before us for a gradual transition to not a
standard, but a multiform secondary education for all. This
- will be a major leap, a true new revolution in raising the
educational and cultural level of our youth and of our people
as a whole.

Transition to the multiform secondary education for all
will create the necessary conditions to give a new physionomy
our new secondary schools, by-passing in a radical way both
the intellectualist one-sidedness which is met with at present
in our secondary schools of general education and the ten-
dency of narrow pragmatism which is met with in vocational
secondary schools. Thus, the sharp differences in the subject
matter which are met with at present in the various cate-
gories of secondary schools will be levelled down and, even-
tually, eliminated, without affecting their variegation and even
promoting it. The main trunk of the general scientific and
polytechnical formation of the students in secondary schools
will, thus, be strengthened.

Secondly, this problem is connected with the special role
of the secondary schools in forming the new man. The age
at which youth pursue their secondary school studies is
decisive in the fcrmation of the foundation of man’s perscnal-
ity, of his world view and ideals, of his moral features and
aesthetic tastes. As a rule, it is at this age when the basis
is laid of the all-round formaticn of man, that the course of
his life is also determined.

These are the basic reasons why the secondary schools
have been one of the problems which has been widely treated
at public discussions both from its ideological as well as pe-
dagogical and organizational aspects, enlarging on such main
aspects as: the aim and obligatiens of secondary schools, the
kinds and categories of secondary schools and proportions

- among them, the content of teaching and education as well -
as the fundamental elements of this content, the annual term
and structure of these schools, the combination and alternation
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of teaching, work at production and physical and military
education, and so on.

The general consensus of opinion is that we should pre-
serve and further develop the variegation of secondary schools,
by making serious changes in the subject matter of instruction
and educational work and in their structure so that the stu-
dents may assume a sound Marxist~Leninist formation con-
formable to their age, so that they may learn the rudimenis
of the principal branches of science and of technical subjects
to be theoretically and practically trained for work, to acquire
the necessary political and ideological uplift and be physically
and militarily trained to prepare for life, to take part imme-
diately in social production as well as to be ready to defend the
country. The young will likewise be able to pursue their
higher studies at a later date, : :

On this basis, we can also solve certain general problems
regarding the organization of secondary education like that of
she duration of secondary schools, that of the structure of the
school year, that of nmaming them, etc. o

With a view to realizing the triangle — learning — pro-
duction work — physical and military training, without lower-
ing the level of the all-round fraining of the students and
without overloading them, it is necessary fo maintain the
four-year duraticn of all secondary schools, professional or
non-professional, part-time or [ull-time.

It is equally necessary for all secondary scheols for school
youth to have a standard structure of their school year. In line
with the principle that priority in schools should be given to
the teaching of theory as against practice but always in close
connection with practice, with production werk and physical
and military training, the structure of the school vear for
all secondary schools will be: 61/, months of teaching (including
two weeks of physical culture), 21/, months of production
work, 1 month of military drilling and 2 months of vacation
(the first two classes to do 2 months of production work and
91/, months vacation). ,

The time has now come to take a look also at the problem
of naming our secondary schools. There is no sense in using
any longer the terms «technicums, «polytechnicums», «artistic
lycoum», «gymnasium», etc. but to have «industrial», «agri-
cultural» «building construction-, «commercial», «medicals,
«art» and other secondary schools, whereas the gymnasiums to
be called «secondary school of general education-. Thus,
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we will abandon the use of an old and one-sided terminoclogy
partially inherited also from the old society and schools. The
new appelations will correspond to the changes which schools
have undergone and are undergoing in our socialist society.

All these general principles will be embodied in secon-
dary schools of general education as well as in those of voca-
tional training.

The secendary school of general education, relying on
the triangle — teaching-production work-physical and military
training, on its polytechmization and cloge ties with produc-
tien both through the theoretic information received in school
(inserting into the program of this school, of course, certain
technical subjects), as well as through the direct participation
of students in preduction, will no longer be the old gymnasium
handed down to us by the bourgeois society, a privileged

school for the elite which nurtures intellectualism and career- -

ism. the tendency to pass through a higher instifute of lear-
ning at all costs as a means to shirk production work and
také up office work alcne. By surmounting all these short-
comings, it will turn into an entirely new school fo train
young revolutionaries, ready to take up any job the country
and socialism call for, bearing no distinction from the schools
of the other kind.

As a rule, the secondary schools of general education will
preserve the present volume of the subjects of general cul-
ture. At the same time, they will realize the connection of
teaching with work from the point of view of theory and
practice on the basis of combining certain professions of the
masses and, where this is impossible, on the basis of a single
profession, always compatible with the specific conditions of
the place where the schools are located. This will mark their
further polytechnizaticn. But at the present stage, the network
of .secondary schools of general education, which have spread
to every district, will not be much extended.

There will also be part-time secondary schools of general
education, but these will be limifed; they will serve to im-
part secondary education mainly to the workers of the admi-
nistration, of the social and cultural spheres and of the smaller
centers and districts as well as of certain localities who are
unable to receive professional secondary school education. It
is necessary for the workers in production to attend especially,
vocational secondary schools related to their profession.

During the coming period, priority will be given to the
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vocational secondary schools for school yoluth as well as for
grown-up workers who attend them without a break in their
jobs. With the excepiion of the vocational secondary schools
of the social and cultural sphere "like the teacher {raining,
economic and financial, medical, art and similar schools,
which will be opened on the basis of the needs for technicians
and specialists of these professions, all the other vocational
secondary schools which are directly connected with pro-
duction like those of agriculture, industry, building construc-
tion and others will be extended and spread to more and more
regions. Their massiveness will come about gradually and,
dependent, on the supply of teaching staff, of the teaching
. material basis, ete.

As a rule, in all vocational secondary schmls for school
youth it is necassary to preserve a wide range of specializa-
tions, since that responds better to the actual conditions of
the development of our economy, but without excluding alto-
gether also the establishment of certain schools of limited
specializations if the needs of production require it. As a rule,
these schools had better be of many branches since that will
create a more favorable environment for their polytechnization
and for a better use of the teaching staff and the material
teaching basis. Finally, we may also have combined vocational
secondary schools to include a number of widely different
branches or professions. This is conditioned by ensuring a
continuity of the contingents of students, of specialized cadres,
of the material teaching media, etc. In given cases, one of
these branches in these schools may also be the secondary
school of general education.

In vocational secondary schools we should aim at having
a relatively high level of general culture, equal or pearly
efqual to that of secondary schools of general education as
regards certain of the principal subjects of general culture
{mathematics, physics, chemistry). This can be achieved by
maintaining the present level of technical and professional cul-
ture in these schools and by utilizing the excess time from
teaching and practice in production. At the same time, we
should keep in mind that in wvocational secondary schools
students are taught also social subjects like literature, his-
tory, geography in addition to the teaching of Marxism-Leni-
nism which is equal {(both in volume and quality) for all secon-
dary schsols

All these are achieved without adding to the generai
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" weeldy curriculum of the students. This will be a sound

basis for strengthening and polytechnizing these schools. This
will enable the students who have been through vocational
secondary schools to enrol freely in higher schools, not only
dependening on the type of specialization he has majored in
but also, if need be, in other branches as well.

The standard term and the standard structure of the
school year in all kinds of secondary schools, the equalization
of the level of gencral culture in vocational secondary schools
and its rise to the approximate level of the secondary schcols
of general education, the strengthening of the polytechnization
of the secondary schools of general education and their ties
with production work -— all these taken together, preserving the
variegation of secondary schools — mark a radical qualitative
change in the whole system of our secondary education, in
the subject matter of the teaching and educational work of
our secondary schools, in their structure and methods. They
mark a further pronounced deepening of the polytechnization
of secondary education and open up prospects- for its speedy
massiveness, of spreading it throughout the country in order
to speedily enrol all the youth in it.

More will be done, especially for the time being, to step
up the massiveness of secondary education through spreading
vocalional secondary schools for workers and peasants all
over the country for them to attend without a break in their
daily occupation. This work has just started and is being
turned into a revolutionary mass action of the working class,
of the cooperative peasantry as well as of the cadres and
specialists of preduction themselves. Of course, it stands n
need of the all-round aid of our State, economic, educational
organs, of our engineers and agronomists, our teachers and
professors. At the same time, we should embark with courage
on bringing about a massiveness of the vocational secendary
schools for the school youth. :

Conditions have now been created to proceed with coura-
ge towards bringing about the massiveness of secondary edu-
cation and gradually, that of higher education for the workers
and peasants. Actually, this is one of the principal ways to
raise the educational and cultural level, especially, of the
working class, to gradually broaden its scientific and poly-
technical horizon and to raise its technological and professional
capacities «to the level of the engineering and technical per-
sonnel». And this, as Stalin used to say, is one of the principal




ways to do away with the radical difference between mental
and - manual labor.

But this question is of major importance also from the
political and ideological point of view. It is one of the main
ways to bring about the enforcement of effective and realistic
workers’ control over the whole life of the country. It creates
real opportunities for our working class and cooperative peasan-
iry to «invade» ’en masse' the benches of schools, institutions
and university departments, to appear on the stage, to take
their seats in offices, to arm themselves with knowledge and
culture, swelling in this way also the ranks of our people’s
intelligentsia with people tempered and emerging directly
from their own ranks. In a special way, it creates conditions
for our working class, in its capacity as the leading class in
the system aof the dictatorship of the proletariat, to run the
affairs of the State, of economy, education, culture and of all
the other sectors of our State and social life. And this can not
be done artificially and in a bureaucratic way by appointing
or electing workers to leading posts, without being interested,
at the same time, in their all-round uplift, not only politically
and ideologically, but also culturally and educationally, tech-
nologically and professionally. This requires that we should
sel seriously to work to raise the educational and cultural
level of the masses of the working class and cooperative pea-
santry, to urge them to sertously take a hand at this work,
themselves, to help them overcome all obstacles and difficul-
ties that le in their way. This will radically improve also the
make-up and social status as well as the revolutionary class
spirit of the yvouth and grown-ups who will graduate from
secondary schools and, eventually, from the higher institutes
of learning. All this is a revolution in itself in our education.

Based on this platform, we should set o work to solve the
concrete problems of extending vocational secondary schools
for workers and peasants. During the coming period, it will
be necessary for these schools to be, as a rule, of limited spe-
cialization and only in rare cases may we have such schools of
a wider range of specializations. These schools should be set
up.mainly at the bigger enterprises and on district levels and
may have many specializations or one specialization while they
may also be combined (of many branches). They should have
a minimun nucleus of permanent cadres, while most of the
other cadres may be drawn from production without a break
from the main functions of their own. The material basis far




* “these schools should be provided by the enterprises concerned.
The students who graduate from part-time vocational se-
condary schools, as a rule, should have a year of preparatory
studies in order to supplement their knowledge in general scien-
tific and technological subjects.

The students who graduate Irom secondary schools for
school youth, both of general as well as voeational education,
both in towns and in the countryside, both boys and girls are
obliged to spend a year of probation at preduction and then
enjoy the right to pursue studies in higher schools.

During probation the students will work together with
workers and peasants on any work front the State stands in
need of, as a rule, of their specific specialization, but always in
production work and. in no case, in office work,

The one-year probation in production after graduation from

a secondary school is essential, since, through it the students
will be educated and tempered as revolutionaries in the ranks
of the working class and the cooperative peasantry. In this way,
students and undergraduates, working together with workers
and peasants on the great front of production, during the school
period, during the onegyear probation period following gra-
duation from secondary schools and, later, during the probation
period after graduation- from the higher institutes of learning,
are kneaded into the features of the working class, grasp the
major importance of social production by turning out material
goods themselves, submit to the rules and discipline of pro-
duction and take active part in the political, ideological and
- cultural life of the workers. Thus, the probation period will be
a real filter and sieve for all those who will enrol in higher
schools, because the working class will allow only those who
will have manifested revolutionary qualities to become leading
cadres in production. Therefore, we should consider probation
in production as a period during which tlie pupilo (the future
students) submit to the direct control of the working class and
then, with its approval, enrol in higher schools. Thus, we will
be able to train a popular revolutionary intelligentsia, educated
in the spirit of the Party and tempered on the anvil of the
working class. .It is this intelligentsia that our socialist society
stands in need of.
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5. Higher Education

Our higher schools are faced with the task of improving
and revolutionizing the training of the new specialists, for work
and defense of the country from the political and ideological,
scientific and professional, theoretical and practical point of
view. They shoul irain new revolutionary cadres imbued with
‘the proletarian spirit and, at the same time, to be capable spe-
. cialists of the caliber required by science and modern techni-
gue as well as by the economy and culture of our
country. In line with these tasks, these schools tao
should strengthen the Marxist-Leninist axis, and realize
the revolutionary triangle — teaching, production work-
physical and military training. It is on this basis that the
corresponding changes should be made in subjiect matter and
structure and the problems should be rightly solved concerning

the specializations for which the cadres should be trained. the

duration of studies, the admission of students to and the exten-
sion and growth of higher education, etc.

Under the conditions of our country, the training of higher
cadres in the days to come should be made on the basis of a

wider range of specializations. In certain branches of study a -

subdivision of specializations can be made in later years without

affecting the common trunk and withcut resorting to

a narrow range of specializations. As a rule, the variegations
of specialization of training cadres in our lHigher institutes of
learning will be extended, now and in the days to come, on
this basis.

At the same time, steps will be taken at the State Univer-
sity of Tirana to train cadres in philosophy and political eco-
nomy so essential lo us be it as professors of these subjects or
as theoretical and science workers in these very important
sectors of our ideclogical front.

The consensus of opinion is that the duration of studies in
our higher institutes of learning may, as a rule, be shortened
by one year. Thus with certain exceptions, the duration of
higher studies will be 4 or 3 years. A reduction of this kind at
the present period responds better to the task of making higher
education accessible to the masses so that more workers and
peasants and, particularly, their children :can attend these
higher schools. This can be done, without affecting the ideolo-
gical, scientific and professional level of training cadres, through
an all-round improvement of the teaching process, especially,
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the method of teaching, through a more efficient use of the
time of teaching, through the enforcement of discipline at work
as well as through utilizing the one-year probation after high
school as a component part of student training. _

The structure of the school year in all higher schools and
their affiliated branches will be the same for all, namiely,
7 months of school teaching (including physical culture),
2 months of work in production, 1 month. of military training
and 2 months of vacation.

As a rule, admission to higher schools will be made depen-
dent on the specialization of the secondary schools the students
have been through, while those coming from the secondary
schools of general education will be admitted to any specizali-
zation.

The admission of students to higher schools will be
governed by these basic criteria: political conditions, ability in
studies, results of probation in production and conduct. Espe-
cially in schools which train cadres for the ideological front,
be they secondary or higher schools, in admission of students
and undergraduates it is necessary to strictly apply the cri-
terium of palitical selection,

It will become a general rule that whoever shirks the one
year period of probation in production after graduating from
a secondary school cannot be admitted (o a higher school. Nor
can one be admitted to part-time higher schools, who has not
engaged, at least, one year in direct production work before.

It will become a general rule, too, that when the praobation
in work after graduating from a secondary school has begun
to be applied, side by side with the recommendation of the
school collective, both of the teaching staff and of the youth
arganization, students will be admitted to higher schools only
after hearing the opinion of the workers’ collective where they
have passed their probation in production, The Tecommenda-
tion of the collective is indispensable and decisive in admitting
to higher schools also those who will pursue their studies in
part-time schools.

All these conditions and, especially, the sifling of students
by the working class are a major guarantee for selecting the
persons who will attend the higher schools on a sound cri-
terion.

After graduating from a higher school one has to pass
through an 8 to 9 month probation period at concrete work
as a component part of the training of cadres, necessary to
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preparation for contesting the diploma as well as for accom-
plishing part of his professional practice. All will pass through
this probation period. ' -

' Further massiveness of higher education will be done in
two ways: firstly, by increasing the number cf students in the
existing branches of regular attendance as well as through
opening in the future, new branches and specializations, always
according to needs and on the basis of State planes: secondly:
by expanding part-time education at the exisling higher schools
as well as at their affiliated branches where such schools do not
exist.

As a rule, at higher schoals of regular attendance the
duration of studies will be oneyear shorter than at the corres-
ponding part-time schools. The studernits who will enrol in these
schools without having done their military service will be allo-
wed to pass through ihe higher school and after graduating
from there will have 1o attend a course of a number of months
to receive or complete their necessary military training. Along
these lines and, especially, by backing up ihe initiatives to gra-
dually open affiliated branches of higher schools in those cases
where availabilities exist to open them, to warrant the conti-
nuity of student contingents, of pedagogical cadres, of the
teaching material basis etc., effective opportunitics will be crea-
ted to increase the participation of the workers of production .
and, especially, of the rank and file, in higher education. Dur-
ing the coming pericd, this can and should te madz one of the
principal ways to proletarize our higher schools.

It is necessary to emphasize that, side by side with the
schools included in the regular school system, we will also
have a variety of courses of many kinds of different duration,
usually of some months to one year, which will be opened on
the basis of the 8th-grade and secondary schools (in special ca- -
ses, on the basis of primary education for grown-ups), at eco-
nomic enterprises, in agricultural cocperatives and, in certain
cases, by the central institutions and departments. These cour-
ses will fulfil the urgent neads of production, they will quali- -
fy and specialize the workers and medium cadres. These
courses will be of limited specialization and of as short du-
ration as possible and will give no equivalence with lower vo-
cational schools and with secondary schools, except with one -
year courses which may be established for students who have
graduated from secondary schools of general education, through
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~ which they will be trained as surveyors, accountants, labora-
tory workers, etc.

For those who have been through a higher school and
passed through a period of probation at work, there will be
opened courses of re-qualification and specialization which may

continue from a number of weeks to a year or more according
to needs and awvailabilities. In the future, these courses should
continually expand and should serve not only to deepen the
know-how of various cadres but also to train highly qualified
scientific workers as well as for a more limited range of spe-
cialization according to the needs of our economy and culiure.

B — ON REALIZING THE ORGANIC UNITY OF THE THREE
COMPONENTS OF THE SCHOOL: TEACHING—PRODUCTION
WORK—FPHYSICAL AND MILITARY TRAINING

Changes in the structure of the school system in general,
in its special links, in the structure of the school year and in
that of the cycle and programs of teaching, can yield maximun
effect only when all the work of our schools, first and fore-
most, the subject matter of instruction and education as well
as their methods are built on the basis of the crganic unity of
the three components of the school: teaching-preduction work-
physical and military training, placing the Marxist-Leninist
jdeologizal axis in their center.

, Our Parly attaches major importance to the three compo-
nents of the school. Therefore, in assessing the work of school
children and students, account will be taken not only of their
degree of progress in lessons, but necessarily also of the degrze
of progress in production work and in physical and military
training, as a necessary requirement to get promation. /

1. — In this field, while devoting most of the time to
the teaching of theory, we are always faced with the major
task of raising the all-round scientific, theoretical and practical
level of instruction, of modernizing and polytechnizing it ever
so thoroughly.

This is a major task of the present and the future. We
must bear in mind thal the present younger generation will
be working during the coming decades when science and
technelogy will have reached a much higher level than at pre-
sent. For this purpose, it is necessary that the programs and
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textbooks of all the categories of schools should give ample

space to the latest achievements of production, science and
technigue. Our exigencies in this line should become more
exacting, especially, in our secondary as well as in our higher
schools. :

On this front we should fight on two flanks at the same
time: both against intellectualist tendencies for an exaggerated
erudition which lead to overloading the teaching programs and
textbooks with superfluous, outdated information of secondary
importance, as well as against tendencies of narrow pragmatism
to undervalue theory and to curtail subjects without a criterion.

Ralsing the scientific level of schools is closely connected
also with the applicalion of pelylechnical education. In realiz-
ing this objective we rely on the teaching of the classics of
Marzism-Leninism according to whom polytechnical education
imparts theoretic and practical knowledge on all the main
branches of production and their scientific fundamentals.
The wider and stronger the basis of polytechnical knowledge
is, the higher can man ascend to the acquisition of gencral and
professional knowledge, the sooner will he be able to proceed
along this road. It is precisely for this that we should set to
work with courage to polytechnize our scheools. We should be
convinced that there is but one way for our schools — that of
polytechnization. As Lenin used to siress, the polytechnical
school is the school of the future, il is the school of commu-
nism. It goes without saying that politechnization leads to
politization, to ideclogy and, with us, in socialism, there cannof
be polytechnization without politization of the school, without
giving absoclute priority to the Marxist-Leninis( ideological edu-
cation in school, so much se that the polytechnization of schools
is a function of ideclogical education.

We have all the availabilities to embark on deepening the
polytechnization of our schools, for we have all this industry,
© we have all this socialist agriculture, etc in the hands of the
State. The technology and technical equipment of our produc-
tion provide wide possibilities for a gradual realization of poly--
technical education. Therefore, let us not theorize a lot about
polytechnization but embark on the practice of polytechni-
zation, on making the people ~handy at all jobs» of course,
not in the sense of narrow pragmatism but in lhe sense of
gaining a thorough understanding of production both from the
theoretical as well as from the practical point of wview. These
objectives can be attained through: the gradual but systematic
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‘application of the principle of polytechnizing teaching of all
naiural and technological sciences, intensifying the teaching
of these sciences, especially of mathematics, in all the cate-
gories of schools, intensifying the polytechnization of the ge-
neral culture in vocational secondary schools, intensifying
" theoretical knowledge of production in secondary schools of
general education. At the same time, attention should be de-
voted to the subjects on organizing and managing socialist
production and on the economic and financial administration
of agricultural enterprises and cooperatives, particularly. in
technical and vocational secondary schools and in the
higher 'schools connected with production, by strengthen-
ing the existing subjects of this nature and, where necessary,
introducing also new subjects.

2. — The necessary material and spiritual conditions have
now keen created to proceed at a faster rate towards establish-
ing ever broader organic ties between teaching and production
work in order to gradually carry out Marx’s and Lenin’s inge-
nious ideas when they said: «In a reasonable social order,
every child above 9 ycars of age should be a productive
worker and, just as any grown-up person capable of work,
should submit to the general law of nature and, specifically,
in order to be fed, he must work and work not only with his
brain but also with his hands»1) and that <only by working
together with the workers and peasants can you become a ge- -
nuine communist-.?)

The realization of this task calls for a persistent battle -
against such subjective obstacles and shortcomings as the bour-
geois intellectualist «misgivings~ -that production work will
jeopardize the theoretic iraining of school children and stu-
dents, against the fruitless theoretization about the forms and
alternations of teaching with work, against formalism in orga-
nizing the work, the altogether inadequate interest manifested -
by the educational and school organs, by the state econcmic
organs and those of the centers of production In organizing
production work, in ensuring work fronts, place and means of
work, instructors, etc, against procrastination and all other
bureaucratic obstacles in solving this vital problem of our
achools. At the same time. it calls for a deeper scientific and
pedagogical elaboration of the links of teaching with work

1) K. MARX & F. ENGELS, Works, Russian edition, 19580, vol. 16.
p. 197 '
2) V.I. LENIN, Works, Albanian edition, 1867, vol 31 p. 333.
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as well as the taking of all-round organizational measures to
put them into practice.. o o
' In addition to its educational purpese, the work Ly school
children and students should have clear polytechnical objecti-
ves and offer possibilities for carrying out and substantiating
_theoretical knowledge in practice, for consolidationg and enrich-
. ing this knowledge. At the same time, it should help them grasp
the socialist organization of work, acquire proletarian discipli-
ne at work, acquire culture and the habit of work. Where it
is necesssary and possible, it should provide also for the pro-
fessional training of school children and students. But there
are cases when school children and students work also at such
fronts where the organic link of teaching with work has not
yet been ensured but where they acquire the necesssary edu-
cation and tempering of the working man.

In secondary and higher schools, in particular, the students
‘and undergraduates should effectively engage in production
work (working mainly in state farms and agricultural’ coope-
ratives) with a view to integrating themselves with the workers
and ecooperative farmers and lead their life.

This is of decisive importance to place and maintain our
schools always in the service of the revolution, to praletarize
our schools, ocur new intelligentsia, besause praduction work,
interwoven with teaching and Marxist-Leninist education and
with the active participation of our school youth in the poli-
tical and social life of the country binds, like flesh to bone, the
school youth, teachers and professors .and all our new intel-
ligentsia with the working class and the cooperative peasan-
try. in a way thal they may learn from them, work together
and integrate themselves with them. As Comrade Mao Tsetung
says, « .. the line of demarcation between the revolutionary,
the non-revolutionary and anti-revolutionary intellectuals is
whether they are or are not prepared to integrate themselves

- with the workers and wether they really do it-,1)

The nature of production work can and should vary de-
pendent on the category of schools. In technical and professic-
nal schools and in the higher school departments of this kind

~ the combination of teaching with production will be necesssarily
done on the basis of the corresponding profession and spe-

1) MAO TSETUNG, quoted in the leader of the 1969 May 4 issues
of the «Renmin Ribao~, «Honggi» and <«Jiefangjuan Bao- on the
on occasion of the May 4 Jubilee of the Movement.
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cialization. Wherever possi-ble, 6ur aim will be to use this form
" of linking teaching with work also in the secondary schools of

]

general education mainly on the basis of certain approximate
mass professions and, when this is impossible, on the basis of
a profession of this kind. Whereas, In vocational secondary
schools and the higher schools which serve the social and cul-
tural spheres, the school children and students will work on
any available work front.

But in all cases, what we understand hy production work
is that kind of effective work the school children
and students engage in te turm out material goods
beneficial fo society. This includes also the teach-
ing practice in production of certain vocational and higher
agricultural, industrial, building construction and other schoals
during which school children and students work and effecti-
vely produce and prepare themselves for production work on
a large scale. But it does not include the work school children

_and students engage in during their teaching practice of a

demeonstrative or laboratory nature during which they do not
effectively produce but practice and exercise in order to better
grasp the subject matter, even if this practice is done out of
school. '

Programing the preduction work of schoel children and
students in this way, it should be made clear that they will
no longer be required to do «voluntary works- on Sundays or
during their vacation.

"~ An important principle by which we should be guided is
that teaching and production work should be combined and
alternated in such a way as net to become a hindrance to each
other, Therelore, the school children and students should per-
form their preduction work on days grouped together, usually,
divided into semesters or according to seasons as well as dur-
ing weeks or months if the material basis is in the schoal or

. at separate departments. But in all cases. it is essential that

the state enterprise sheuld keep a permanent and vearly
schedule in order that it may have a fixed number of school
children and students available every month cf the year, just
as it has for its working force. The intensity of work of school

. children will always depend on their age.

3. — In our schools, especially, in our secondary and

‘higher‘ schools, physical culture and military training should

ge greatly intensified. In carrying out this task we should be

. guided by these two fundamental principles, namely, by the
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place physical culture vccupies in the general process of corh-
munist education and the nature of this education, just as
Marx defined it, as well as by the importance the military
training assumes under the present conditions of cur country.

But physical education, both in school and, more so, out
of school, is very much undervalued by us. The program of
physical education practiced at school has many defects and
gaps. A good part of the personel who teach physical culture
in our schools are of a low training level. While the physical
" culture movement of vouth out of school hours is very much
limited and one-sided. Many of our people consider physical
culture at school and out of schocl hours only as the develop-
ment of certain sports, mainly, ball games which do not enga-
ge the masses, and under-rate especially those kinds of mass
sports which are the basis for a general physical tempering
and training for defense like athletics, gymnastics, swimming,
mountain climbing, marksmanship, ete.

More under-rated is the organized, systematic military
training of schaol and student vouth, of course, not by the
youth themselves but by those charged with directing and
carrying out this training. Military training is considered not
as an absclutely essential component of the education of the
vounger generation at the present period, but as a mechani-
cal, outer and artificial appendage. These erronecus ideas can
be successlully combated only if the matter is viewed politi-
cally and ideologically, if we understand the major importance
of the military training of cur youth at a time when the im-
perialist and revisionist storm rages from all sides, if our
school youth is considered as the principal nursery of our
Deople’s Army, if we form the conviction that it is possible
to organize the regular and systematic training of our school
youth while they are still attending scheol. '

These revolutionary concepts cn the physical culture and
military training of our youth are the basis on which we build
the corresponding programs of this education on correct scien-
tific and pedagogical criteria and cn which we map out the
necessary organizational measures we are to take to give a
tangible solution to the tasks we are faced with in this di-
rection. Physical culture and military training should go hand
in hand, organically interwoven, conlorming to age and sex.
In order to attain.the most cutstanding objectives of physical
culture, it is necessary tio start, the [formation among school
youth of such cardinal physical qualities as speed, alertness,
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pluck, energy, resistance etc. This requires that, in the pro-
grams of physical culture, priority should be given to light
athletics and gymnastics. At the same time, during the process
of teaching physical culture, the school youth should acquire
alsc the minimum of the initial elements of military training.
Therefore, the program of physical culture should include also
certain initial and necessary elements of military training.

The program of the military training of school youth will
be carried out during days grouped together, al army deta-
chments and in separate units, while that of the two first clas-
ses of the secondary schools will be carried out mostly in the
school. Military training will be given on the basis of every
stage of the military art of peoples warfare. The time spent
and volume of military training work done at scheol will be
taken into account and will have the corresponding equiva-
lence within the framework of the general term of the com-
pulsory military service of the young.

In conclusion, under the present conditions, the schedule
. of active time in secondary schools (excluding vacations and the
one year-long prebation work in production) will have, more
or less, this structure: teaching — about 55-56%,, production
work — 26-27%,. physical culture, and military training — abeu!
17 to 19.%, The higher scheol schedule will have, more or less,
the same structure,

It is obvious that the structure of the school year for the
cycle of schools for workers and peasants who attend them
without a break in their jobs (no matter of what category these
schools are) includes only one component - teaching, for there
is no sense in including work production in such programs
since, while attending schoeol, they are constantly engaged in
preduction or carry out production work in other forms, whe-
reas they receive their military training in forms fixed by the
State within the framewark of premilitary training (if they have
not yet done their military service) or of post-military training
as reserves (if they have done their mililary service).

The work day will be reduced from 8 to 7 hours on the
average for those who attend secondary and high schools re-
gularly and are under stale employment and they will enjoy
additional leave of absence to prepare for and take their
examinations without a reduction in their usual salaries or
wages. -

It is necessary to emphasize that in order to carry out
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these tasks required by the application of the triangle teaching.
— preduction work — physical culture and military training,
special importance should be attached to their correct peda-
gogical treatment, This implies, especially, defining the place
and extent of these components in teaching and education work,
the proportion between them, their interweaving and alter-
nation. This is the way to avoid overburdening the school
children and students not only with mental teaching but also
with production, physical culture and military training work
so that the health of youth may not be injured and enough
spare time may be allowed to them to engage in political and
social activities, lo take part in the various mass cultural, edu-
cational and sport activities as well as to organize and use their
spare time in a cultured way.

II1

ON STRENGTHENING THE MARXIST-LENINIST IDEQLO-
GICAL AXIS IN THE TEACHING AND EDUCATIONAL
WORK OF SCHOOLS

The triangle {eaching — production work — physical culture
and military training, can be successfully realized in the whole
work of cur schools and place them in the service of socialism
only by having the Marxist-Leninist ideological axis at its
«center. On the successful solution of this problem will depend
all the consolidation of the function of our schools as an im-
portant link to further revolutionize the entire life of the
country, to complete the building of socialism and communism
in our country.

The consolidation of this axis has been the permanent
task of our socialist schools. In carrying out these tasks our
schools have achieved important results despite the difficultles
they have had to overcome because of the vestiges of their
former content and the relatively inadequate qualification of
the teaching staff. These difficulties are the main cause of
the defects, shortcomings and zigzags which have been met -

with in this field. Thus, in their attempts to perfect the ° ‘

materialist scientific education and formation of their school chil-
dren, our schools had concentrated their attention especially on
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‘ché‘aspect of the scientific basis of their world outlook, confining

almost entirely their formation in the field of mental edu-
cation. The- scientific formation and technical and vocational
education of school children and students have not always
been organieally linked with their political and ideclogical
education. The absolute priority of ideological and political
education had not been properiy established in the entire
teaching and educational work of our schools. In spite of at-
tempts made at different periods, no complete cycle of Mar-
xist-Leninist subjects had been established, especially, in
8th-grade and secondary schools. Herein has been felt the
major role ol the Soviel schools according to which «the for-
mation of Marxist-Leninist worid view among school children
in 8th-grade and secondary schools can come of itself through
the other subjects of study without necessarily taking up Mar-
xism~Leninism as a separate subject-.

In general, our schools have not viewed at every step the
Marxist-Leninist ideological formation of our youger gene-
_ration as a whole revolutionary process which links theore-
tical teaching with the actual practice of life, with work and
production, with the mastery of the theoretical knowledge of
Marxism-Leninism, with political and ideological action, with
the revolutionary practice in the broad sense of the word,
with the struggle to build socialism.

Theoretically, it has always been clear to us that instruc-
tion and education at school should be a process to link into a
single entity scientific education, the acquisition and mastery
of the scientific basis. with the ideological and political edu-
cation which should run like a red thread through all the
process of communist education and, in a special way, of
mental education. But, in fact, this has not been properly
realized in our school plans, programs and textbosks. There-
fore instruction and education assumed often a formal and
scholastic character. This discrepancy has been deepened by
the severance of achools, especially, those of general education,
from work in production. The verbal method of instruction
and education and a certain severance of it from actuality
ete., have also exerted an influence in this direction. All of the-
se taken together have created, in the process of instruction
and education work of our schools, a certain gap between
instruction and education, between information and formation,
between scientific training and ideological and political
shaping. .
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Comrade Fnver Hoxha’s March 7 speech; the all-round
revolutionary directives -of our Party to intensify the commu- ,
nist education of our younger generation as well as the public -
discussions, have created new possibilities for overcoming '
these defects in the work of our schools and for defining
more clearly the principal ways to realize the Marxist-Le-
ninist ideological axis in the whole life of our schools. As
Comrade Enver Hoxha teaches us, these principal ways are:
the direct study of Marxism-Leninism at school. the establi-
shment of a full cycle of Marxist-Leninist subjects beginning
with the 8th-grade and running through the higher schools, the
permeation of the ideslogy and policy of our Party, of the
Marxist-Leninist philosophy in all subjects, the all-round link
of our schocls with the revolutionary practice of life, the active
participation of our school youth in this revolutionary practice
— all three taken together in their entirety and unity.

1. — As regards the study of Marxist-Leninist subjects,
criticism was levelled at the public discussions on the pro-
nounced shortcomings that have existed in teaching them, the
many zigzags and lack of stability, undervaluing them in ve-
cational schools and in all part-time schools attended by wor-
kers without a break in their jobs, especially, undervaluing
direct Marxist-Leninist education in secondary and, particu-
lary in §th-grade schoels. Till recently, very litile space have
these studies occupied also in the training of young teachers in
secondary and Z-year upper instilutes of ieacher training schools.
Even in higher schools, where there have continually existed
a relatively complete cycle of Marxist-Leninist subjects, the
structure and distribution of the subjects of this cycle, the
number of hours, the ratic between lectures and seminars, and
so on, have often changad.

Deficiencies were felt also in providing teaching cadres
and, especially, in working out the proper methods of teaching
these subjects. A bad influence has been exerted in school
work also by the one-sided, scholarly and academic method,
by verbalism, by teaching from books detaching teaching
from our living gocialist reality, and from our Party's
struggle to transform it, from its theoretic and praetical expe-
rience. Rigid, conventional didactic forms have also influenced
the teaching of Marxism-Leninism.

As can be seen, in spite of the constant efforts made and
successes attained, the work of the Marxist-Leninist education
of our school youth has not always properly adhered to the .
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. -in_strucﬁohs and directives our Party “has repeatedly issued.
Sofar this has been one of the major gaps of our schools in

the communist cducation of cur younger gensration, in general,

and of their Marxist-Leninist formation, in particular, But,
during the public discussions, these measures have been
rightly considered inadequate. There was an unanimous de-
‘mand te establish a complete cycle of Marxist-Leninist su-
bjects in schools beginning with the 8th-grade and run-
ning through to the higher schools. The consensus of opinicn
has been Lo establish a relatively complete system of teaching
Marxist-Leninist subject escalated, of course, to conform to
the stages ©of the scheol and the age of the scheol children.
The demand has-beea veoiced to have the history of our Party
occupy more space in the system of these subjects.

In all this work of the study of Marxism-Leninism in our
schools, we are guided by Comrade Enver Hoxha's directive
that Marxism-Leninism will be taught in our new schools
«28 a separate top subject~.!) This means that absolute priority
should be given at schaol to the Marxist-Leninist subject
above all others. Speaking of the study of Marxism-Leninism,
Comrade Enver Hoxha lays down also the task that «this
study should bhe made in an earnest way, by proper and
anderstandable forms, in other words, study the whole ma-
terialist philosophical synthesis formulated by our great clas-

sic writers and illustrated by the struggle and practice of

our Party and of the international communist movement»2).

In line with these directives, Marxist-Leninist theory in
our schools will be taughl in an organized, programmed and
systematic way always to conlorm {o the age of students.
Marx’s, Engels’, Lenin’s and Stalin’s teachings and works will
form the groundwork of the study of Marxism-Leninism. This
study will be based alsc ¢n Comrade Mao Tsetung and Comra-
de Enver Hoxha's works, on the history of our Party, on its
basic documents and its revolutionary practice as well as on the
revolutionary experience of the mt(*rnatlcmal Marxist-Leni-
nist communist movement.

With these fundamental criteria as a basis, our 8th-grade
schools (VII & VIII classes) teach the subject «Political and
Moral Education» as the ABC of direct Marxist-Leninist edu-

1) E. HCXHA, «On the Further Revolutionization of Our Schools»:
Tirana, 1968, p. 42.
2) E. HOXHA, ibid, p. 42.
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cation. The opinion is rightly held that in these classes the - .

school children are mature enough to get a good grasp of cer-
tain entirely rudimentary Marxist-Leninist notions, primarily
of an ideological and political character and linked with actua-
lity. At the same time, studies will be conducted and expe-
riments will even be made on the possibility of applying soon
a 4-year program of this subject for the V, VI, VII and VIII class-

-es. Meanwhile, more will be done in treating matters relating to - \

the political and ideological formation as well as to moaral pro-
blems through readers and literary compositions from the
Ist to the 6th classes. In addition to strenglhening the link
of teaching with rveality, of portraying in it the further revo-
lutionization of the whole life of the country as well as the
'simple explanation of certain key-moments of the history of
the Party of Labor of Albania, this subject will enlarge also
on the moral conduct of children at scheol, in the family and
in sociely as well as on forming their aesthetic tastes on the
basis of socialist education. But a decisive role in realizing
these tasks will be played by the compilation of a textbook
suitable to the age, easily read by and understandable to the
children and, especially, by the method of teaching this subject
in this spirit.

A standard program of the subject «Rudimenis of Mar-
xism-Leninism~ will be adopted by all. secondary schools |
whether of general or professional education, whether attended
by regular students or workers without a break in their jobs,
and through &ll the four classes. The teaching of this subject
will begin with the history of our Party and will continue with
the elementary notions of political economy and of philosophy
proceeding from the concrete to the abstract trying to give
students also an elementary synthesis of Marxist-Leninist world
view, relying for this on the more mature age of the students.

as well as on the knowledge they have received in the secon-
dary schools through the lessons on the elements of social and
natural sciences. In this toe, of decisive importance are the
compilation of a suitable textbook which will not be, as here-
tofare, a condensed conspectus of the textbooks of the higher
schools, hard for the students to grasp, as well as the use of
active methods of teaching closely bound to our whole poli-
tical and social life, :

Thus, in addition fo a radical improvement from the point

of view of quality, in our 8th-grade and secondary schools we
will also have a considerable increase of the number of hours
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allotted to the study of Marxist-Leninist subjects to the level
-of approximately double the number of hours allotted today.

In our higher schools, while preserving the present striie--
ture and volume of Marxist-Leninist subjects, it is necessary,
in addition to improving the subject matter and the method
of -instruction, to raise the level especially of the history of
our Party, that it may be taught also on the basis of problems
- with a view to synthesizing the policy and struggle of our
Party on the fundamental issues according to the historical
stages and to ireating them together with other principal do-
cuments of the Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha’s Works. A
through and all-round study of a high theoretical level of
Marxist-Leninist subjects will be made especially during the
training of cadres for political economy and philosophy.

2. — The permeation of the Marxist-Leninist ideological
axis in all the subjects taught is another very important and
delicate problem. With regard to this problem, many correct,
principled and concrete remarks have been made and new
demands have been advanced which must be taken intc

- account when drawing up the new teaching programs and,

especially, when compiling textbooks, relying also on a certain
tradition created in this field in our schools during the post-
liberation period as well as by continuing studies and experi-
menting on separate tangible problems.

This is a complicated problem which requires its all-round
embodiment in the subject matter and teaching methods of
education. In this connection, Comrade Enver Hoxha emphasi-
zes that: «the textbooks, lectures, methods of teaching and the
development of experiments and practice — all these in
their complexity should be done, rebuilt and developed in
coniormity with our theory. Our theory throws light on and
explains these, step by step, so that the student and pedagog,
the teacher and the school child may 'see, concretely and in
practice, and theory, that the real and correct development
of science proceeds along the progressive path only when it
is guided and enlightened by historical and dialectic ma-
terialism»1), _

It is precisely this basic orientation that should be sub-
stantially embodied in all the work of our schools from the
8th-grade to the higher, always in conformity with the age
of the students.

E. HOXHA, ibid, pp. 42 & 43.
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The general consensus of opinion is that certain adjust-
ments should be made. as early as at the 8th-grade school,
in order to remove the many defects in the general political
education and the ideological formation of the students. Our
objective will be lo strengthen the ideological and political
tenor in all the subjects tanght, and, in- a special way, in
_ readers and selections of literary pieces which occupy a major
part in the teaching programs of the 8th-grade schools. This
will be done by inserting certain elementary concepts and
conclusions of a world view nature in line with didactic and
psychologic requirements. Whereas in compiling textbooks one
should bear well in mind to use lerms perceptive to age and
the unfolding of the subject matter of these concepts should
be made to the extent the keenness of perception and the pra-
clice of the life of the children themselves allows.

Within this framework, sharp criticism has been voiced
during the public discussions, especially about the primers,
readers and the anthology of the literary pieces used in
Bth-grade schools. They have contained many pieces of
outdated content nurturing sentiments of attachment to pri-
vate property, discrimination of jobs for men and for women,
failing to picture the major role of women in the War for Na-
tional Liberation and in socialist construction, nurturing in-
tellectualism among children of tender age. etc. It is essential
that the primers and readers should be radically purged of
these alien influences and «impurities» of the past so that
they may give a true picture of the Marxist-Leninist revolu-
tionary spirit in treating all these problems.

In the new programs and textbooks of the lower cycle of
secondary schools (I-1I-IIT and TV classes) special attention will
be attached to topics related to world view, taking into account
that it ‘s at this age that, the groundwork is laid for this for-

mation, that the psychology of the child is very susceptible:

and records with ease all the knowledge, facts, impressions and
concepts in their concrete intuitive form. Therefore, the
8th-grade schools will offer a wider and richer theme with
aspeets from the National-liberation War, the participation of
wamen in the struggle, the mass actions of young pioneers,
the revolutionary drive of the masses of the people to defend
the country and ity socialist construction, and so on. Special
attention will be attached to the personality of the new man
whe is transforming life and himself, to the struggle to re-
move the impurities of the old society, ete. A majer place
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will be alloted: in these classes to the teaching of the history
of and acquaintance with his native land. In contrast with
the former program which was of an encyclopedic nature
and difficult to grasp, the new program of this subject will
feature the key-moments of the history of our people, especial-
ly, the National-liberation War and the period vof the socialist
construction of the country through literary and artistic ma-

terial of emotional ideclogical power. ‘

This course will be followed also in the second cycle of
the 8th-grade schools (V-VI-VII and VIII classes). The subject
of history will mark perceptible improvements at this cycle.
A change will be wrought in the ratio between antient and
medijaeval history, on one hand, and modern and contempo-
- rary history, on the other, both in the course on world history
.and on that ol Albania, in favor of modern and contemporary

history, as well as a broader picture will be given of the
struggle of the world proletariat against the bourgeoisie, of
the national-liberation and anti-colonial movement against im-
perialism and of the struggle against modern revisionism.
Through nature study and mathematics the students of
the 8th-grade schools will acquire certain very elementary
concepts, compatible with their age, aboul the principal phe-
-nomena of hature, they will get acquainted with certain fun-
damental laws of the development of the living world as
well as with certain elementary concepts on matter in time
and space, etc. These concepts will be acquired passing through
two phases: in the first cycle (I-II-IIT and IV classes).
through the practical and intuitive way, whereas, in the se-
cond cycle (V-VI-VII and VIII classes), through the systema-
tic acquisition of kmowledge, laws and elementary scientific
axioms on the basis of concrete study, experiments, demonstra-
tions, observation, etc. In the first cycle, in particular.
“knowledge from nature will be imparted through interesting
- scientific and literary readings, living observations and practi-
cal and experimental assignments.

The all-round improvement of the ideological and poli-
tical education in 8th-grade schools will be done in close connec-
tion with the general intensification of instruction and educa-
tional work, with imparting to the students the necessary
sclentific knowledge. Perceptible improvement should be made
especially in the teaching of the Albanian language. The tea-
ching of the mothertongue, which is one of the principal
subjects taught in 8th-grade schools, should be purged of
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any passive elements, of the superfluous, and unnecessary
rules and of alien schematizations. It should aim at making
our youth master of the beautiful and expressive language ol
~our people in an active way and at knowing how to use it
correctly in expresing opinions in arder to take active part
in all political and social, ideclogical, educaticnal and cultu-
ral activities. A good knowledge of the Albanian language,
while enhancing their love for the high spiritual values of
our people and of their rich traditions, should become also a-
powerful means of the patriotic education of our younger
generation.

In secondary and higher schools further possibilities are
created for the Marxist-Leninist ideoclogical axis to run con-

' sistently through all the subjects taught there. Here the

students are of a more mature age and capable ol getting a
good grasp of the philosophical concepts and conclusions that
may be drawn from the subjects taught, when necessary,
and of realizing the link between the dialectic method and -
the materialist study and explanation of scientific phenomena.
This task is made easy to a ceriain extent also by the. fact
that in secondary and high schools, a systematic study s
already being made of the elements of science or of the
complete sciences, making wide use of absiraction as a mental
activity. ‘

Nevertheless, it must be emphasized that our objective
‘n our secondary schools, too, will not be to load the programs
and textbooks of subjects with philosophic conclusicns and
concepts. The basic task here, too, will be our objective ta
impart exact knowledge based on the materialist theory and
the dialectic method, knowledge clesely connected with its
. practical application in all the fields of life. Considering that
the age of the students of the 8th-grade schools is the period
when they form their more or less full personality and world
views in the various subjects taught, the necessary place will
be given to the confrontation of ideas, theories and schools of
thought again at the level to conform with their age, whereas
in higher schools this method should be used on a wider scale.

The subject of literature is of special word view and edu-
cational importance. Comrade Enver Hoxha's theses on feaching
literature set forth in his March 7 speech last year became
the platform of a broad discussion and lively debate of special
significance not only in establishing the basic criteria for
drawing up the programs and compiling the textbooks of Al-
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banian and foreign literature and of developing this subject
in schools but alse in giving the correct orlentation to our
historical and literaty science in battle with alien influences
of idealism and metaphysics, with bourgeois and clerical ob-
jectivism.

Taking their cue from Comrade Enver Hoxha's theses on
a revolutionary critical stand towards the national and foreign
literary and cultural heritdge, on the assessment of the po-
sitive and negative aspects of this heritage on the basis of
Marxist-Leninist science, on the basis of the historical princi-
ple and our ideclogical and pclitical tenor, on the;assessment
of our remarkable patriotic traditions in this field, a broad
critical analysis was made of the programs and textbooks of
literature as well as of our historical and literary studies. Dur-
ing the discussions, the idea was forcefully emphasized that,
while bringing to light the positive aspects of the past na-
tional and foreign letters as well as their chief representati-
ves, il is necessary to point out also their class ideological li-
mitations. Of the literature of the past, both national and
- Toreign, the scheols should teach those chief represcntatives
who have stood on relalively more progressive, democratic
and revolutionary grounds. The authors will be selected not
only aceording to ithe place they occupy in the history of li-
terature, according to the trend they represent bul also accord-
ing to the revolutionary educational importance of their pro-
ductions. A selection of this kind will be made, especiaily,
from the authors of foreign literature.

In the study of literature, Albanian letters will occupy
a much larger place than heretofore but always without cur-
failing the knowledge of the more progressive values of the
world literary heritage. Without enlarging on the ancient Al-

banian literature and by confining it to a panoramic view,

attention will be devoted especially to the literary and artistic
productions from the period of National Revival to cur own
days. Our literature of socialist realism will occupy a much
larger space in our schools.

An idea will be given during the recitation hours of the
portrayal of the class struggle in the development of litera-
ture itself since democratic literature cannot be conceived
correctly and In full without referring to the reactionary

frends and without making mention of the struggle the de-

mocratic writers have waged against bourgeois rcactionary
and clerical ideology, culture and literature. In secondary
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schools this panorama will be given in brief while in the
higher schocls it will be given on a broader scale,

In the teaching of foreign literature, special attention will
be devoted to its analysis and treatment from a sound Mar-
xist-Leninist scientific point of view. In this respect, until of
late, in many cases there has been a lack of deep class analy- =~
sis, the negative aspects of the books used, as for instance,
their idealist views, abstiract humanism, hazy perspectives etc.
have not always been brought to light as properly and to the

extent required, as their positive aspects. While dwelling at

length on socialist realism, and its most revolutionary repre-
sentatives, the students will be acquainted also with some pro-.
blems of the contemporary world - literature, primarily, to-
criticize and expose them. The sharp edge of this criticism

" will be directed against the reactionary spirit of bourgeois

letters as well as against the contemporary revisionist art and
literature. At the secondary schools these matters will be treated
in a very concise way while at the higher schools on a broader
scale but always on a panoramic level.

On these criteria, all the teaching of literature, all the
process of the historical and literary formation of students and,
side by side with it, all the studies of social sciences as well as
all the educational work of schools, within and outside the
classroom, should serve in an active way to promote the
ideclogic and aesthetic education of youth, endowing them
with sound communist tastes, in battle with the influence of
the reactionary, decadent and ugly bourgeois and revisionist
art and its debased tastes.

In the programs of and textbocks on history and geo-
graphy, in addition to strengthening the major educaticnal
and patriotic role they should play, it is necessary to overcome
also the manifestations of objectivism and of the not always
consistent application of the principles of dialectic and histori-
cal materialism. In history, more stress will be laid on certain
fundamental concepts of actual importance as: the class strug-
gle under conditions of capitalism, the. national anti-impe-
rialist movements, democratic and socialist. revolution as well
as the concrete events in this field, like the triumph of the
revolution in China, the national-liberation movements of the
peoples of Asia, Afriea and Latin America, the Marxist-
Leninist movement in capitalist countries, the struggle against
modern revisionism, ete. In the same way, the study of the
base and of the superstructure will be treated not only.on a
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more correct ratio in. favor of the base but also as a function
+ of the history of the popular masses. All these concepts will
“he treated, not in the form they are treated in historical
materialism, but will be combined in an harmonious way with
“concrete historical data and will serve as conclusions and
lessons the students draw from the study of history.

In the teaching of both the history of the world as well
as of that of Albania, stress will be laid especially on modern
and, particularly, on contemporary history. The separate course
on the history of Albania in addition to the study of the his-
tory of cur Party, will play a basic role on the patriotic. ideo-
logical and political education of our students.

Since the modern and contemporary history of the World is
rich in events, our secondary.schools will teach the funda-
mental historical phenomena and events, linking them crgani-
cally with the history of the various countries, drawing the
common features of these events so as to sum them up without
neglecting, where necessary. the special treatment, according
to countries, of the most typical events and phenomena. Build-
ing the programs of history on the basis of fundamental histo-
rical phenomena and events will not only avoid repeliticns,
parallelisms and unnecessary details but will, at the same
time, help the students to draw conclusions and generalizations,
to grasp the scientific basis of the study of history.

In the subject on geography, our objective is to consoli-
date the ideological and political education of students. The
teaching of the geography of Albania, as Comrade Enver
Hoxha Instructs us, should arouse among students the high
‘sentiments of love of country and national pride. Whereas. in
the teaching of general geography, we should give more space
than heretofore to the elements of political geography. The
treatment of these elements will go hand in hand with physical
and economic geography. In this framework, in the study cof
the econcmic geography of the world, stress will be laid
.on the peculiarities of the structure of world economy at the
present period, cn the general trends of the formation of the
present political map of the world, on the economic charac-
teristics of the socialist, imperialist and capitalist, former
eolenial, colonial and revisionist couniries. A comparizon wili
be drawn among these couniries in order to arrive at some
general conclusions.

Especially in the geography of Albania, a better combi-
nation will be made of the physical and economic geography
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in order to have a good-grasp of the role the natural environ-
ment plays in economic development and, on the other hand,
the decisive role of man and our socialist order in transform-
ing the environment to benefit society. All this will be done
without under-rating in any way the role of geography as a
natural science.

In the future, special attention will be attached to the
further strengthening of the ideological axis in the.subjects of

"nature study, in general, as well as in the fechnical and spe-

cialization subjects, particularly, in vocational secondary and:
higher schools. In these subjects there is a greater danger of
becoming biased both towards bourgeois objectivism, posi-
tivism and neo-positivism, the purely technical and professio-
nal study of problems detached from life, from production,
as well as towards formalism, the artificial links between
these isubjects and the laws of philosophy. It is a fact, for
instance, that in mathematics and the other subjects of na-
tural science, students acquire a dot of information which
serve lo strengthen their correct materialist insight and to
grasp the general laws of the development of the world. But
the old programs and, particularly, the old textbooks contain
defects which hamper the utilization of these possibilities to
the necessary extent. In these subjects, too, the basic problem
should be to impart exacl knowledge which form the .ma-
teriglist world view in the broad sense of this term, the full
and scientific system of knowledge, especially, on nature.

The application of these ideas to mathematics should
form the conviction that mathematical concepts are neither
«pures creations of thought nor preliminary agreements
among men but essentials emerging from the need of pro-
duction.

In physies more space should be alloted to the study of
matter in its two kinds: substance and field, emphasizing the
materialist concepts on the field as a form of matter, forming

a fuller concept of motion as a form of and the existence of .
. matter.

In chemistry, as an approach to substances and their
transformation, more importance should be attached to the

efforts to discover the materialist dialectic aspects of the -

chemical notions. 7

More or less similar objectives should be pursued also in
drawing up programs and editting textbooks of the other
branches of natural science as well as of the technical and
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specialized subjects of the vocational secondary and higher
schools. In spite of their pronounced technical and vocational
character, these subjects go a long way towards consolidating,
through new examples and the study of new phenomena, the
materialist scientific’ concepts which students have acguired
by learning first the subjects of general culture and, especi-
ally their Marxist-Leninist subjects. In these subject, atten-
tion should be attached to linking science with production, o
explaining the advanced experience of our socialist produc-
tion, the new technology of production as well as the struggle

to deepen the technelogical and scientific revolution in our -

country.

All these ideological and political objectives as well as
that of raising the theoretical and scientific level of our
schools, of treating all the subjects taught in the various
categories of our schools at the proper scientific and metho-

dic level, should be embodied and substantially realized in .

our school textbooks, which must be compiled on the basis
of sound Marxist-Leninist criteria conformable to the present
level of development of scicnce and didactic requirement giv-

- ing always absolute priority to the ideological and political

criteria and requirements in line with Comrade Enver Hoxha's
directive that: «Textbooks should be considered as an important
field in which are concretized the line of our Party, its policy,
its present aims and programs and preparation for the fulure.

We should not conceive cur new sccialist schools with all

kinds of texthbooks in which there co-exist the bourgesis
idealist world view with that of Marxism-Leninism. We
should make no concessions to the idealist philosephy and,
least of all, to theology»Y).

It is in this spirit that all our school textbeoks should
be closely analyzed, revized and new textbcoks be compiled.
This work was already begun while the public discussions
were going on. The method used during the public discus-
sions to subject {extbooks to a bread public analysis, not
only by teachers but also by parents, students and all workers
and, eventually, to subject them to a detailed analysis by
the working groups specially set vp for each textbook, to
start compiling new textbooks by a collegium of authors which
will include not only qualified teachers and experts from the
higher schools and central institutions but alsc instructors

- and teachers from the grassrcots as well as specialists of

1) E. BOXHA, ibid, p. 24
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' production — this methcd should be generr*ahzed ‘and “becerie: :

permanent in our work in this field, :
" The category of schools and the age of students will. be

" borne well in mind when compiling textbooks. Thus, the

textbooks of the 8th-grade schools will be dominated by con-

crete material: facts, events and phenomena, as well as their
elementary tendentious explanation and interpretation, based
on correct scientific and ideological ground and compatible
with the age of the students. They will not contain specific
philosophical conclusions nor confrontation of opposing theories
since the development and general formation of the students
do net allow it. This does not imply that there will be no op-
position to religious, bourgeois and revisionist views, but this
will be done according to the nature of the subject, through
the confrontation and interpretation of facts and phenomena
and not according to the corresponding theories. In secon-

- dary schools, the theoretic and scientific level of treating the-i o

subject will be higher. In textbooks, a specigl role will be
plaved by the simple confrontation of the various theories,
views and trends, their class analysis and tendentious inter--
pretation on Marxist-Leninist lines, the struggle against bour-
geois and revisionist views, bringing to light the political
aspect and that of historism in introducing ideas. When
the subject allows it, simple philosophical conclusions will be
drawn conformable to the general formation the students have
received, withoul resorting to philesophizing and mechamcal'
adjuncts.

Whereas. in higher schools the texibooks will be compiled
on a higher theoretical and scientific level, not implying by
this they should be turned into voluminous encyclopedic hand-
books loaded with unnecessary phraseology, explanations, ma-
terials and formulas, as it often happens, but a systematic .
presentation of the most essential information, treating them
broadly from a theoretical and scientific poiant of view, mak-
ing an active confrontation of oppesing theories, explaining the
recent results of development in the various domains of
science. In given cases, the textbocks of the higher schools may
have even the character of academic publications, but always
drawing a line in them between the material which must be
learned by the students and the other supplementary material.

All the textbooks of our schodls. will portray, according
to the nature of the subject, the further and all-round deepen-
ing of our sccialist revolution. They will embody the appli-
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- -cation of the important principles of linking knowledge with
- life and actuality, with production and the socialist counstruc-
.- tion of our country and of bringing to the fore the major -

_historical role of the Party of Labér of Albania.

But' the decisive role in realizing, in a tangible way, the

“task of strengthening the Marxist-Leninist ideological axis

and the revolutionization of the whole process of instruction
and education will be played by the teachers and professors
themselves. It is the,teacher who imparts life to the programs
and textbooks. Therefore, we should always bear in mind
Lenin’s directive that in the final analysis, the [ate
of the ideological and political orientation of a school, depends
on and is determined by the make up of the lectors, teachers

-and professors, an their political, ideological and scientific

orientation and formation. One can see how great our task is
to raise to a much higher level the work we are continuously

' -, doing and should be doing to form and educate the revolution-

ary phalanx of teachers «It should be made clear» Comrade
Enver Hoxha says, «that no revolutionization whatever of oar
schools can be spoken of without revoluticnizing the great
army of teachers themselves.»!) This requires the further re-
volutionization of the thoughts of feachers, of their sense of
duty, of their method and style of work.

The teaching cadres employed in schools stand out, [irst
and foremost, for their revolutionary attributes. Therefore,
the make up of the teaching cadres, their renewal and, espe-
cially, the training of new cadres should be viewed from a
class angle. Our younger generation should he trained and
educated by revelutionary people. ‘

The most fundamental problem of educating teaching
cadres is to raise the Marxist-Leninist ideclogical and poli-
“tical level of the existing teachers and of the new teachers

who arebeing trained in schools, The systematic and orga-
nized study by the teachers of dialectic and historical ma-
terialism as well as of the history of our Party both through
seminars and. courses attended without a break in their jobs,
as well as through the usual forms of Marxist-Leninist edu-
cation, serves also this purpose. From this point of view, nor
should all the other work done for the professional, scienti-

fic and pedagogic uplift of teachers both in full-time semi-

1) ENVER HOXHA, <«Report on the Activity -of the -CC of the
PLA» submitted at the 5th Party Congress, Tirana, 1966, p. 143

81

‘



e b SRR

nars and courses as well as in methodic circles and com-

mittees, be detached from the work done for their Marxist-
Leninist uplift, as has been often done so far, but should e
closely cembined organically with it and placed to its service.

Special = attention should - be paid to the training and
qualification of teachers who will be teaching «Political and
Moral Education» and «The Rudiments of Marxism- I..emmsm»
in 8th-grade and secondary schools.

3. — Hand in hand with cstablishing in schools the ecycle
of Marxist-Leninist studies and permeating all the subjects
taught with our philosophy, the Marxist-Leninist ideologi-
cal axis will be realized and consolidated also through esta-
blishing close ties between instruction and education and the re-
volutionary practice of life in the broadest sense of that term,
linking them with the fundamental elements of-this practice,
with the political and social and, especially, ideoleogical aeti-
vity and with the broad participation of students in the po-.:
litical and ideological actions, with their participation in pro-
duction work, with their physical culture and military training.

As Comrade Enver Hoxha instructs, it is necessary to

organize the active participation of school children, students
and professors in the political and economic problems of the
country because in that way they come from book learning-
into actlve revolutionary living. Comrade Mao Tsetung <ays:
«If you want to learn the theory and methods of revolution,
you must take part in revolution.»1) This is the only way for
school children and students to link up systematically with
revolutionary activity, to carry out in practice their revolu-
tionary ideas and not to be confined only to the world of
knowledge and of books.
_ But these are vast problems which deal with the subject:
matter as well as with the method of instruction and edu-
cation, with the structure of schools, with the combination
of teaching, production work, physical culture and military
training within the structure of the school year, with the
work in and ocut of school and, as such, they are being
treated throughout the report which is being submitied at
this plenum. '

1) MAO TSETUNG, «Selected Works» Albanian edition, 1963, vol I.
p. 360.

92




ON THE FURTHER REVOLUTIONIZATION OF THE
WHOLE LIFE OF SCHOOLS AND THE METHOD
RUNNING THEM

In addition to what has been said sofar, the further -
revolutionization of ocur schools entails radical transformations
also in the field of the methods of instruction and education.
in the field of strengthening and deepening socialist democracy
at school, of continually improving the out-of-school education
of the younger generation and of improving the work of
running schools all-around,

1. — Revolutionize and Further Improve the Methods of
Instruction and Education.

Important (ransformations have likewise been made In
our schools regarding the methods of instruction and educa-
tion. Their basic characteristic has been the continuous pene-
tration of new active revolutionary elements in this field.
Nevertheless, it is precisely in this sphere. where transfor-
mations are brought about at a lower pace because form does
not always keep pace with subject matter, that our schools,
as public discussions pointed out, lag still behind.

In teaching, in addition to formalism and verbalism, there
are stil pronounced manifestations of didactic bureaucratism
using ready-made patterns which limit the creative ability
of the teacher and stifle the energy of students plunging them
into passivity.

This backwardness in the field of the instruction and
education of children shows that the «stains»= of the old
bourgeois pedagogy and the conservatory and patnarchal ‘
traditions of family and social education are still strong in
this domain. In this respect, it behooves us to take all
measures to speedily overcome this backwardness in our schools
for, otherwise, our schools will be secriouslly hampered in
realizing effectively all the complex of other measures fo-
further revolutionize them.

The revolutionization of the methods of instruction and
education receives its main impetus from the revolutionary
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- ideological activities, with production work, physical culture
and military training. In teaching, the most rational method

is that of combining theory with practice and practice with

theory.

Of decisive importance in this field is.the building of

relations between students and teachers along correct revo-
lutionary lines. This problem is connected with the de-
signation, along socialist pedagogical lines, bhoth of the place
and role of the teacher in the process of instruction and
education, as organizer and leader in this process, as well as
of the role and position of the student in this process, not
only the object but also the subject of this process.

In order to deepen this process, it is necessary for the
teachers and professors to strive to get rid, once and for
all time, aof the «stains- of the old official and conservatory
pedagogy, by crossing aver, throughout the process of instruction
and education, from positions of tutelage over students to
those of helping the students all along to acquire the sense of
_initiative, independent action, self-restraint and self-education.
The further revolutionization of the method and style of
work of teachers or professors is not only a matter of
tackling simple didactic and technological problems but those
of their world views, their ideologic and scientific as well as
psychological and pedagogical formation and tempering.

"~ The primary condition of improving the method and style .

of teaching is for the teacher and professor to master well the

subject and to be always prepared io develop it in a high
gualitative way to yield good results because, as Comrade

Enver Hoxha remarks, apart from this there can be neither

a good method nor a good style of work, neither for the’

warker nor for the teacher or professor,

Our socialist schools should resort to a variety of methods
and forms of ieaching, to a reasonable elasticity in carrying
them: out having the frontal progress of the students as their
ultimate objective. This requires raising the quality and
output of the instruction and education work of the schools
in order to secure a high percentage of promotion of students.
The mass movement to obtain a high percentage of promotion
will be attained both through the improvement of the method
and style of teaching on the part of the teachers and professors
as well as through the efforts, on the part of the students,
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i to.grasp the lessons, to devote as much time as possible to:

. leaming'and to exercise self-control in the classroom.
Our backwardness as regards the scientific and pedago-

gical improvement and modernization of the methods of teach-

ing should be ovzrcome by the intensification of our scientific

and pedagogical research work in this direction and, without

" waiting for the results of our experiments, for all our teachers

and professors to take a bold step ahead to improve their
“method and siyle of work in teaching.

As regards the progress of students in lessons, the or-
ganizations of youth and young pioneers should be better
mobilized (o strengthen self-control, mutnal aid and other
forms which serve this purpose.

At public discussions, they eriticized the method used
so far in the organization of examinations where more stress
is laid on the mechanical memory and the mechanical repetition
-of the lesson by students as well as a control with pronaunced
elements of officialdom. All have required that the assessment
of the progress of studenis should be the outeome of control,
not only at the end of the year, as it usually happens espe-
cially "in higher schools, but during the whole school year
and in most varied forms, improving in this way also the
system and methaod of organizing and developing examinations,
developing them in a free way and in such forms as to
induce the students to staudy systematically throughout the
school year and to arouse among them the creative thought
to learn as much as possible, not merely to receive «a mark»
but to become as useful to society and serve it as well as
possible.

The further improvement of the methods of instiuction
and education depends, likewise, on the strengthening and
enrichment of the material teaching basis of schools. It is a
known fact that in this respect we are still poor. Therefore.
we are called upon 1o take all the steps possible to strengthen
and continually impro-v'e the malerial teaching basis of our
schools.

The improvement of the methods and style of teaching is
an endless process. Our teachers and professors should take
this matter up in all earnestness. They should use revolutio-
nary courage to surmount the obstacles of the tradilional
pedagogic metheds and  create new methods and a new
revolutionary socialist style of instructing and educating their
students in order to raise to a higher level the output -of
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their work in imparting instruction and education; while the
students, on their part and, in collaboration with their teach-
ers and professors, should also resort to revolutionary waxys
of improving their methed and siyle of studying so that they
may learn as much and receive as high an education as
possible for the good of society and socialism. Here we have
a vast, open and boundless field of activity,

2. — Strengthen and Deepen Socialist Demaoeracy in Schools

Our Party has continually striven to make the problems
of education and schools the major concern of all the people,
of society as a whole. Especially during recent years, it has
insisted on a more consistent application of the line of the
masses in this field. A brilliant proof of this is the public
discussion on the further revolutionization of our schools itself.

In spite of this, the manifestations of bureaucratic centra-
lization in running people’s education and the life of our
schools have not yet been totally removed. The teaching and
educational activity of our schools have not yet been properly
subjected to the direct control of the working class, of the
masses of workers. The student body has not yet been properly
mobilized 1o take parl in organizing and running the whole
life of our schools. These manifesiations are at variance with
the revolutionary demecratic principles on which our schools
are being buill and on the basis of which lies the major
role of the school youth in the life of our schoals. If these
discrepancies are not removed in due time, they are apt to
turn into restrictive factors which will hamper the further
deepening of socialist democracy in our schoois.

We should strive to surmount all the shortcomings that
are still met with in organizing and running our schools. In
strongly fighting against these discrepancies we are always
guided by the principle of democratic centralization, by the
need to enforce this principle in running education and the
life of our schools. Far from limiting the application of the
line of the masses, Lthe enforcement of the State centralized
leadership of education and the standard management of
schools require the broad participation of the school youth as
well as that of the laboring masses in this field. This parti-
cipation, realized through most democratic methods, does not
. slacken but makes school discipline more conscientious.
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~ As regards’ the strengthening of socialist democracy in
schools we are faced with these tasks:

Firstly, the independent action of studenis in organizing
and running the life in our schools should be extended
far and wide, particularly, in our secondary and higher schools.
This independent action of students should always be
organized from the point of view of the interest of socialism,
to serve the further revolulionization of the whole life of
the school and to include all the life and activity of the school,
rajsing to a higher level the zense of responsibility of our
school youth for the welfare of the school, making them highly
conscientious of their rights as well as of their obligations.

By organizing school life also on the basis of the inde-
pendent action of school youth, students will be held respon-
sible, first and foremost, for the time they spend and the
results they achieve in their lessons which is, after all, what
they are for in schools. But this requires, on one hand, a
broad movement against failures in lessons, for high and real
progress, by enforcing control and self-control both over the
collective as well as over individual students, developing the
sense of collective and personal responsibility in lessons and
their results, fighting individualism and indifference. On the
other hand, it requires the growing participation and contri-
bution of school youth in discussing and solving problems
of instruction and education at the meetings of the pedagogical
and scientific councils, in the analyses of programs, textbooks,
methods of instruction and education, ete.

Independent action of students should be exercised both
in and outside the classroom, in boarding schools and outside
the school precincts, in all school activities. Here, too, it is
necessary to apply, the method of taking the cue from the
best example. And our youth have given full proof of their
exemplary independent action in organizing and running
school life. A brilliant example in this respect is the revolu-
tionary initiative taken by the students of the secondary school
of culture in Tirana who have organized well their control
and self-control of mutual aid in lessons, realizing a 100%,
promotion of students, ensuring exemplary tidiness in the
school and in their boarding house, protecting socialist pro-
perty, organizing a wide range of ideological and political,
cultural and educational, sport and other activities all by
themselves. This marvellous experience of this exemplary
school should serve as a starting point for the school youth to
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launch a broad and permanent movement to participate in.

running schools on the basis of the principle of independent
action.

The organization of the life of schools on the basis of
the independent action of students should be characterized
by a sound revolutionary spirit of collaboration, unity and
solidarity as well as communist comradeship among the students
as well as between them and all the teaching, technical and
administrative personnel of the schools. The application of
the principle of the independent action of students to parti-
cipate in running school life implies the applicaticn of the
principle of elections by the students themselves of their
leaders and representatives to the various sectors of the

organizational, pedagogic, cultural and political life of the

school without encroaching at any moment on the competences
of the corresponding State organs. This will bring about
also the further enhancement of the role and activity of the
vouth and young pioneer organizations in the school under
the leadership of the Party organization.

Secondly, it is necessary to enforce proletarian discipline
in school, which is directly connected with socialist demo~
cracy in the entire life of the school and with the independent
action of school youth. The spirit of this discipline, which
should guide both the teachers and professors as well as
pupils and students, has nothing in common whatsoever with
indifferentism and liberalism, with petty bourgeois anarchist
tendencies and violation of rules, with the abuse of demo-
cratic rights, with accentuating only rights and forgetting
obligations. It should be clear to all that enforcing proletarian
discipline at school it is essential to maintain a revolutionary
attitude towards the necessity of school order and the deserved
authority of the teacher and professor. :

The establishment of a proletarian discipline of the kind
requires the all-round development of criticism and self-
criticism on the part of the masses of teachers and professors,
pupils and students as well as the intensification of the all-
rourd control over the work of the school. In striving to
enforce State control in school from above to the grassroots
we should purge Siate control of bureaucratic manifestations.
On the other hand, it is neocessary to properly crganize and
exercise control from the grassroot upwards and horizontally
by the collective of teachers and professors and, especially. by
pupils and students, over all the work of the school and its

98




- management. This line of control should necessarily be
- extended also to the relations between school children and

teachers, between students and professors. It is likewise

necessary to enforce the direct control of the laboring masses.

and, particularly, of the working class over the work of
schools. All these forms of control in various directions topped
by the general conirol by the corresponding Party organs -and
organizations, which is the highest form of revolutionary
control, will keep raising proletarian discipline in school to
a higher level. Along this line alone can socialist democracy
develop on a large scale in schools.

Thirdly, it is essential to increase the active participation of
pupils and instructors, of students and professors in the
political and social life of the country. A broad front of work
for pupils and students, instructors and pedagogs lies, as we
have already pointed out, in their active and daily participa-
tion in the ideological class struggle against bourgeois and
revisionist views, against manifestations of the bourgeois way
of living, against religion and backward customs, against
placing individual above general interest, against manifestations
alien 1o our Marxist-Leninist ideology.

It is a known fact that, following the 5th Party Congress,
many actions of a political and ideological nature have been
undertaken in this direction. We should continue to proceed
along this path because it is in this way that the participation
of school and student youth will increase in the revolutionary
movements and mass actions of the couniry, in various
political and ideological debates. Along this path, our school
and student youth will be educated not to be indifferent
towards their own mistakes alone but also towards the
mistakes of others, whoever they may be; they will be
encouraged to give full expression to their revolutionary
ideas and take bold revolutionary actions against any social
injustices, any manifestations and acts detrimental to the
dictatorship of the proletariat, to socialism.

Fourthly, it is essential to strengthen a lot the link
between school and the parents of school children and
students. Our parents should be persuaded to participate ’en
masse’ in solving school problem precisely to that extent and
in those forms as this work began to be done during public
discussions. This requires that the school and the teaching
stafl should refrain from placing themselves artificially on
positions of «superiority» above the parents, that they should
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subject their activity to the judgment of the parents of the
students and should welcome any remark or criticism that
the latter may make. Only in this way will the teachers and
professors be able to enhance the responsibility of parents to
educate and to see to it that their children succeed at school,
to bring about an effective collaboration between them ‘and
the school. These relations should be of many kinds, organized
and continual. :

Keep Improving the Work of Out-School Education of
Our Younger Generation. :

The communist education of the younger generation is
a major and intricate task of historic significance which can
be succéssfully accomplished, under the guidance of the Party,
through the joint efforts of the school, family, organizations
of youth and young pioneers, the cultural and artistic front,
all the social organizations as well as sociely as a whole.

In our socialisi society, there exist both the objective
and subjective conditions to create a sound and revolutionary
general social environment, a standard general educational

front and a general concern by the State and society for the -

communist education of our younger generation in the spirit
of the policy and ideology of our Party.

A major role in this respect is played by the enforcement
of family education in the spirit and ideology of socialism.
© Qur socialist family, Comrade Enver Hoxha says «should
become the first anvil on which our youth will be daily
wrought as revolutionaries~!). In this sense, we should view
our family and the educational function it fills in a realistic
way, as they are. In spite of the general soclalist physionomy
it is assuming, our family continues to exert on children a
variety of influences which are conditioned by its class origin,
by its present social standing, by the ideclogical and political
formation and educational and cultural development of
parents, by the extent to which the latter are inta-
resled in the problem of the education of children,
etc. Here we come up against the norms of the old
patriarchal education and the influence of bourgeois edu-
cation as: narrow family interest and confinement within
the family nutshell, conservatory attitude of tutorship toward
children, existence of religious prejudices and superstitions,

1) E. HOXIIA «Report on the activity of the CC of the PLA» sub-
mitted at the 5th Party Congress, Tirana 1866, p. 144.
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leniency and indifference towards the bad conduct of chil-
dren, etc. In battle with these manifestations and «stainss
cof the past and with the influence of alien ideology, our
Party as a whole and its levers should engage in an all-round
educational work in order to make our family a real socialist
nursery in which the children will ke continually nurtured
with the teachings of the Party, with revolutionary sentiments,
with the noblest virtues of our people.

The cultural and artistic front renders direct service to
the communist. education of the younger generation. Under
present conditions, the entire cultural and artistic activity
should meet the exigencies of the times in a better way, should
increase from the point of view of quantity and should, espe-
cially, improve in substance and quality. At present the need
is greatly felt for more and beiter artistic literary preductions
as well as scientific and technological lilerature for children
and youth, for more scenic performances, films. radio broad-
casts, the press and all the means of mass cultural propaganda
of a high revolutionary centent in line with the policy of our
Party.

Our Party should do a lot more in guiding this work,
especially, in fighting against the influence cof bourgeois and
revisionist ideclogy, against the penetration of bourgeois and
revisionist influence in our way of life, against bourgeois tastes
and styles. In this sense, all our literary, publicistic, artistic and
cultural preductions and activities should militate more
forcefully and with more tendentiousness for the commu-
nist education of our youth. It is precisely for this that many
just remarks and criticisms were made during the public
discussions about the literary material in our scheol textbooks,
in the special publications for children. about our literary
publications and translations, our musical and dramatic re-
pertoirs etc. demanding that they be radically purged of any
alien influence and have the revolutionary ideals of our Party,
the actual revolutionary drive and the heroes of our time,
at their core.

It is, likewise, essential, for social corganizations and State
organs to play a better role and work harder and for public
opinion to show greater interest in lhe education of ycuth.
In this field, there have sprung up and continue to spring
up new socialist nerms and traditions, more interest is being
shown all arcund in educating our youth, in creating for
them Ironts for engaging in revolutionary mass actions and
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conditions necessary to their upbringing and education, in
organizing their wholesome entertainment and vacations, in
imbuing them with socialist education. Newvertheless, we still
lag behind in this field.

Cases are not rare when we come up against an impermissi-
ble indifferentism on the part of the workers about the conduct
of their children cut of school and the family, in social envi-
ronments and, especially in the streets, we come up against
a tendency to shift the burden of educating the children and

- youth on the school alone, to expect the State alone to solve
all the difficult material problems of bringing up and educat-
ing their children. We should fight all such manifestations and
reach a higher degree of concern and activity on the part of
sociely as a whole for the cut-eif-scheol education of youth.

Our historical task is not only lo destroy but also to build,
not only to do away with backward customs and the feudal
and bourgecis way of life etc., but to replace them with the
new. While destroying the old reactionary, corruptive forms.
environments and institutions, we should build new socialist
forms, environments and institutions in which our youth ean
find the communist spiritual, educational and recreational
nourishment.

The joint and multiplied forces of the school and family,
of the organizations of youth and young pioneers, of the
workers’ collectives and organizations of the masses, of the cul-
tural institutions, of State and cooperative agricultural enter-
prises, of the State and society as a whole, led by the Party
and its ideclogy. are capable of raising to a really high level
the work always on the surge of the communist education of
youth.

Improve in a Radical Way Our Werk Of Running Schools

Our all-round successes in the development of education
and in the life of our scheools are, at the same time, a living
proof of the major work of our Party in this field, of the work -
of our State educational organs, of the school administration
and of all the great army of our teachers and professors. But
the further revolutionization of our schools demands the all-
round improvement of our work of running schools. In this
field we are faced especially with these tangible tasks:

Firstly, it is necesssary for the directors of schools and the
educational organs charged with the pedagogical and adminis-
trative management of schools, te improve their work in a
radical way. The directors and rectors of schools should firmly .
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in close contact with them, listening carefully fo their voice,
collaborating closely with all the organs and forces Whlch
should ke interested in the welfare of our schools. In this
connection, it is essential to reorganize and revelutionize also
the pedagogical councils so that they may he attended also by
the representatives of pupils and students (elected among and
by them), by the representatives of parents and those of the
working class or cooperative peasantry.

The Ministry of Education and Culture and its organs are
faced with the major task of resolving and substantiating the
orientations of the Party to further revolutionize our schools
in all directions. It is necessary to set up an Institule of Peda-
gogical Studies at this Ministry. In the same way and in order
to respond to the new tasks raised by the extension of vecatio-
nal and pari-time education, by the links established between
teaching and production work, physical culture and military
‘rrammg, it is necesssary for the apparatus of this Ministry, its
organs in the districts as well as the management of schools to
undergo the corresponding changes and supplementations in
their structure.

Secondly, it is necessary for the State and economic organs,
at the center and in the districts, te radically improve their
werk of solving the problems of education, of the welfare and
management of schools, The further and continuous extension
of our education and the linking up of teaching with production
work, physical culture and military training call for a higher
collaboration between Ministries as well as between the State
enterprises and agricultural cooperatives and schools, for a
more intensive activization of all the State and economic or-
gans, especially, the Executive Committees of the Regional
People’s Councils in all matters perlaining to the organization
of the production work of schools, for assistance to part-time
schools, etc.

With, the rapid extension of the secondary full-time and
part-time "vocational schools, in the future, they will come under
the management of the Executive Committees of the Regional
People’s Councils just as the present secondary schools of ge-
neral education, whereas the lower vocational schools will come
under the management of the enterprises concerned as well as
of the Executive Committees of the Regional People’s Councils.
This requires that, side by side with strengthening the work
of the Ministry of FEducation and Culture, and its organs on
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the field, -all the central depaftments should be stirred up .to
give their all-round aid to carrying out the new tasks in the
field of education.

The Political Bureau is of the opinion that the Central
Commission for Education at the Party Central Committee
should continue to function also in the future in order to di-
rect the implementation of all the measures for the further
revolutionizatior of our schools.

Thirdly, it is necessary for the organization of young
pioneers and, especially, of youth to radically improve their
work in schoel and render a greater contribution to the
school. These organizations have played and continue to play
a growing active role in the communist education’ of our
younger generation. Nevertheless, their day-to-day work does
not come up as yvet to the major tasks thal pertain to them
in the field of further revolutionizing our schools. In their acti-
vity at school, there still exist formalism, pronounced mani-
festations of bureaucratic methods of work, mechanical borrow-
ings of alien forms and metheds not compatible with our
schools. Under our present conditions, it is essential to exert
more efforts fc surmount these shortcoming, and bring about
a further and ceaseless invigoration of the life of youth in
school. The objective of all the activity of the youth and
young picneer organization in the school should be the com-
munist education of youth, the enforcement of proletarian
discipline at school, the strengthening of the independent
action, self-control - and self discipline of youth, their close
collaboration with the State authorities of the school, the im-
plementation of the teachings of our Party in and out of
school precincts.

Fourthly, it is necessary for the Party to radically im-
prove its work of leadership in bringing about the further
all-round revolutionization of our scheols. This reguires a
more intensive struggle begun during the public discussions
to put an end to the lack of the necessary concern on the
part of the Party organs and organizations about our schoaols.
The leadership of the Party in schools should be strengthened
in conformity with the general requirement that, in its work,
the Party should always and in every case, give priarity 1o
the political and ideologic aspect of problems, making it
sulficiently clear to all that the sector of education is one of
the most important and complicated sectors of the ideological
front. .
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Hand in hand with strengthening their general interest on
education, the Party committees and organizations should take
interest also in educating the teachers and school and student
youth ideologically and politically. This requires more intensi-
ve Party work in schools, more intensive leadership on the
part of Party organizations in the work of the organization
of youth and that of young pioneers and of the trade union
organization of teachers and professors.

An urgent task for us now is to set to work earnestly,
exert all our efforts and take the necessary steps for a gradual
transition to the new school system and, in general, to the
various directions of further revolutionizing our schools.

As regards pre-school education, in addition to the steps
that will be taken during the coming period to train cadres
and secure the material basis, it is essential to take tangible
steps so that, with the combined efforts of the State and so-
ciety as a whole, to proceed boldly ahead in extending it,
especially, to the countryside without waiting for the imme-
diate fufilment of all the material needs and cadres of adequate
training. The State planning organs should envisage each vear
the increase of kindergartens in urban and, more particularly,
in rural centers persuading the economic enterprices and.
especially, the agricultural cooperatives to open kindergartens
relying on their own resources and running them within their
own availabilities without major pretension but by taking

" their cue from the revolutionary methed used by our Party

as far back as when it started the campaign against illiteracy
for the spread of education. .

Since the {ransition to admitting children to school at the
age of six requires a larger number of teachers, classrooms
and a wider teaching material basis, it will be enforced
beginning with the 1971-1972 school year and may end appreo-
ximately during the 1975-76 school year.

As regards the realization in full of 8th-grade schooling
within the coming three years, new schools will be opened for
this purpose. In connection with this, it is necessary to spread
the initiative of opening boarding schools in agricultural coape-
ratives, encouraging the great initiative of communist solidarity
of the economically more powerful cooperatives o take into their
boarding schools, without pay, children from the economically
less powerful cooperatives of the mountain regions which can
not afford to give the children of their members Sth-grade
schooling, The State will take steps to increase Jhoarding
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schools, to increase the number of scholarships and to train
the necessary number of new teachers for these schools. ‘

As regards extending secendary education and making it
more massive, in addition to increasing the number of students
in the existing secondary schools, as well as the gradual
increase of part-time schools on the basis of the needs, condi-
tions and availabilities of each district, starting with the
1970-71 school year new secondary schools will be opened not
only in towns but also in the couniryside, giving priority to
vocational secondary schools.

The new programs and textbooks for 8th-grade and se-
- condary schools will be gradually introduced beginning with
the 1972-73 school year and this process is expected to end
by 1975. While the new plans, programs and textbooks for
higher schools will be gradually introduced beginning with
the 18571-72 school year. Until the new textbooks are pre-
pared, schools will work with the existing textbooks which
will be partially improved and republished each year.

The application of the new structure of the school year
on the basis of the triangle teaching — production work —
physical culture and military training will begin the coming
school vear and will be gradually completed within the 2 or 3
coming years. The period of probation in production after
graduation from a secondary school may begin to be carried
“out partially during the 1972-73 school year and wholly during

the 1973-74 school year.
_ During the coming years, the necessary measures will be
taken to train thousands of teaching cadres who will be needed
to put into effect our new school system. Parallel measures
will be taken to expand and enrich the teaching material and
technical basis to meet the new requirements.

All these measures will create the possibility to embark
on a frontal application of our new school system beginning
with the 1971-72 and 1972-73 school years and gradually
extending it from one year to another. We think we have all
‘the availabilities to apply the new school system, in general
lines, within the period from 1971 to 1976 with the exception
~of the full realization of the pre-school and secondary school
education for all our youth, which will require a longer period
.to be put into effect in conformity with our real availabilities.

All these are great and complicated tasks. Therefore, the
‘Council of Ministers, the Ministry of Education and Culture as
‘well ‘as its dependent institutions and organizations, the State
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Planning Commission, the Ministry of People’s Defense, the
Ministry of Firiances, all the central departmentis and institu-
tions concerned as well as the Executive Committees of the
District People’s Councils, should map out in detail the concrete
measures for the tasks they are faced with and render account
for their application.

Comrades!

The further revolutionization of our schools is a major
revolutionary action in the struggle for the complete cons-
truction of socialist society. It is a further major proof of the
creative application of Marxism-Leninisn on the part of cur
Party, of its irreconcilable struggle against bourgeois and re-
visionist ideology, of its dynamic and novatory spirit, of its
‘unflinching revolutionary oourage to beat also new paths
never trodden before.

The contribution of cur Party to the field of the theory
and practice of our socialist schools is expressed especially:
by the all-round criticism of the shortcomings of the old
schools, of the bourgeois and revisionist concepts and by work-
ing out and establishing Marxist-Leninist concepts on scheols.
by pointing out the concrete way to implement the teachings
of the classics of Marxism-Leninism in the field of education
and schools, by giving absolute priority io the Marxist-Leni-
nist ideological axis, subjecting all the scheol work to this
axis, by realizing consistently and practically Marx’s dream
for a school based on’ the triangle teaching-preduction work-
physical culture and military training, by further polytechniz-
ing our schools, carrying out Lenin's legacy for a polytechni-
cal school, by building a whole system of standard and com-
prehensive schools of all kinds and categories for workers
and peasants paving, thus, the way to raising the level of
their scientific and technological knowledge to that of the
engineering and technical personnel. by applying, on a broad
scale, socialist democracy. workers’ control and the line of
the masses to the work of schools and the management of
people’ education.

Our new schools are diametrically opposed to the bour-
geois and revisionist schools, While the bourgecis and re-
visionist schools are a weapon in the hands of the bourgeoisie
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‘8le, our sccialist schools-are a weapon in the hands of the
- working class to build socialism, to enforce the dictatorship of
the proletariat, to bring about the complete and ultimate
victory of Marxism-Leninism and of the socialist way.

The bourgeois and revisionist schools are attended mainly
by the children of the ruling classes, of the rich, of the old
and new bourgeoisie, while our schools are attended by the
children of the working people, of the working class, the coo-
perative peasantry and the people’s intelligentsia.

While the bourgeois and revisionist schools keep deepen-
ing the antagonism and' essential differences between town
and the countryside, between mental and manual work, our
socialist schools help in an active way to narrow down and,

The bourgeois and revisionist schools deepen the gap
which separates the school children and students from the
workers and peasants, while our socialist schools get them
closer to and integrate them with the workers and peasants,
train and educale them to exert all efforts to serve the
workers and peasants.

The bourgeois and revisionist schools infect the youth
with bourgecis and revisionist ideology, dissipate and degene-
rate youth, while our socialist schools train the younger ge-
neration to become a Marxist-Leninist revolutionary genera-
tion, determined to uphold to the last the cause of revolution,
socialism and communism.

In bourgeois and revisionist schools, the pupils and stu-
dents are ruthlessly oppressed by the regime, by the bour-
geois dictatorship and the revisionist cliques in power and are
justified in revolting and fighting against them, while in
our consistently revolutionary schools there reigns socialist
democracy and pupils and students stand on the forefront

which, therefore, arms them.
- While the bourgecis and revisionist schools are in a per-
manent state of confusion, heading for disintegration and de-
generation, for inevitable decay, our new socialist schools deve-
lop and wax strong, advance and flourish day in, day out, forge
ahead with courage towards the highest peaks of socialism
and communism,

While reasserting these Marxist-Leninist revelutionary
features of our schools, the public discussion on the further
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L hevo]utlomzatlon of aur school.s confu'med ance agmn -and

fully Comrade Enver Hoxha’s conclusion in his March 7 speech
last year that in this question as well as in the guestion of
the further development of the socialist revolution, in general,
we cannot fail to take into account also the bitter experience
of the catastrophy which took place in the Bolshevik Party
after Stalin’s death, that, for this reason we should «never
forget for a moment all thesc cases, these dangers, we should
keep our heads ceel and our fists steel-like against the enemies
of the people, of the Party and of socialism, we should
have a clear idea of the role of the masses and the colossal
importanee ol the younger generation who fortify the present
and warrant the future, we must never forget that all this
major battle which cur Parly wages with success, the battle
to successfully buiid our new sucialist schools, is one of our
greatest and most delicate tasks, in which we entertain our
fullest cenviction that our Party, as always, will come off
successful in this as in every thing»1)

We have unshaken confidence that, enlightened by our
victorious Marxist-Leninist ideology and the consistent reve-
Iutionary line of our Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha's
teachings, we will honorably carry out, as always, also our
tasks for the further revolutionization of our schools.

Let us, therefore, set to work, comrades, with confidence
in our efforts, to carry out to the letter the major tasks of
historic significance we are faced with to further revolutionize
our schools. to carry always ahead our ceaseless revolution alsc
in the field of education, for the good and happiness of our
people, for the ultimate victory of the socialist way in our
counlry!

1) E. HOXHA, «On the Further Revolutionization of our Schools»,
Tirana, 1968. :
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