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CHAPTER IV

THE STRUGGLE OF THE PARTY TO TURN
ALBANIJA FROM A BACKWARD AGRARIAN
COUNTRY INTO AN
AGRARIAN-INDUSTRIAL ONE

(1948-1955)

1. THE 1st CONGRESS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY
‘OF ALBANIA ~ AN HISTORIC TURNING POINT
IN THE LIFE OF THE PARTY AND OF THE

COUNTRY

The 1st Congress of the Communist Party
of Albania was held in Tirana from the 8th to
the 22nd of November 1948 with the participa-
tion of 563 delegates with deliberative and 299
delegates with consultative vote, representing
29,137 members and 16,245 candidate members.

The Report on the Activity of the Central
Committee was delivered by the General-Secre-
tary of the Party, Comrade Enver Hoxha. In it
he analyzed the entire activity of the Party since
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its founding, assessed the successes attained and
the stages through which the Party and the
country had passed and made a wide-ranging
exposure of the circumstances and causes of the
errors which had been proven in the course of
the application of the Party line. The policy of
the Party for the coming period was clearly laid
down in this report. The Party spirit, running
through it and-the principled stand taken to-
‘wards the fundamental problems of the Party,
guided the delegates correctly and determined
the success of the proceeding of the Congress.

The Fundamental Di- The Congress laid
rections for the Cons- great stress on the
truction of the Socialist need to carry through
Base, to the end the strug-
, " gle against the distor-
tions in our political line that had resulted from
the hostile Yugoslav interference, and defined
the main directions for the construction of the
socialist base.

Its fundamental economic objective was to
raise the country from its profound backward-
ness through a vigorous development of the for-
ces of production.

~ The essence of this task was the socialist
industirialization and the elecirification of the
country. The absolute necessity for industriali-
zation was dictated by the need to create an
“entirely new material and technical basis for
the people’s economy, to extend production of
goods within the country, to prepare the condi-
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tions for the reorgamization of agriculture on a
socialist basis, to increase the roll-call of the
working class so as to strengthen its leading
position and, finally, by the need to preserve the
gains of the revolution and ensure the construc-
tion of socialism.

Socialist industrialization had to be carried
out at a rapid rate, within the shortest possible
time, so as to overcome the backwardness inhe-
rited from the past, to ensure the independent
development of economy and to achieve an
appreciable rise in the material and cultural
level of the working masses. The attainment of
this objective rested, in the first place, on a
thorough exploitation of the resources of the
soil and subsoil, by improving and reorgani-
zing the existing industry and by setting up a
~ series of new industrial projects and branches.

Besides the socialist industrialization the
Congress attached great importance to the deve-
lopment of agriculture and to lifting it out of its
state of backwardness. The only way to attain
this objective fully was the socialist reorgani-
zation of the countryside. After criticizing the
errors committed on the question of collectiviza-
tion, the Party was instructed to orientabte itself

«towards strengthening the socialist
sector of agriculture (the State farms)
and towards the gradual, cautious, and
voluntary collectivization of the rural
areas through agricultural labor coope-
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