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INTRODUCTION

The period since the founding of the Party
of Labor of Albania (PLA) is the most byril-
liant in the age-long history of the Albanian
peopte. During this period deep revolu-
tionary changes have been brought about
in the political, economic, social and culty~
ral life of the country, major achievements
of wital importance have been attained, put-
ting an end to oppression and exploitation
and ensuring e rapid and uninterrupted de-
velopment of the country towards socialism.

These achievements have been attained
by the Albanian people, first and foremost,
thanks to the correct line pursued by the
Party of Labor of Albania. With the forma-
tion of the Party, the working class, the la-
voring masses, brought forth from their
ranks, in the heat of baitle against the fas-

cist invaders and traitors to the country, a
revotutionary mnational leadership absolutely
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determined to defend the interests of the
people, capable of bringing about national
liberation and social emancipation,

The Party of Labor of Albania has always
been guided solely by Marxism-Leninism.
It has always held aloft the militant banner
of the immortal ideas of Marx, Engels, Lenin
end Stalin. Loyalty to Marxism-Leninism is
the source of its inexhaustible strength, - its
wisdom and farsightedness, its courage and
determination to surmount all difficulties and
obstacles in order to forge ahead with un-
shakable confidence towards attaining its ob-
jective and fulfilling its tasks to the letter.
.. The Party of Labor of Alhania has suc-
ceeded in carrying out the major tasks Ty~
ing before it because it has firmly relied on
the people. It inherited from the people mar-

vellous patriotic and revolutionary traditions.

In their struggle against the Joreign yoke

- and social oppression, the Albanian people

have forcefully demonstrated their love of
counrry, their deep hatred of bondage and
oppression, their ardent dspirations and un-
curbed will for progress, their wunshakable
confidence in wictory, their matchless wvalor
in battle against enemies superior in num-
bers and means, their sincere love and gene-
rosity towards their friends and comrades and
their irreconcilable stand towards enemies
and treitors. They have had to fight against
many and powerful enemies in order to pro-




tect their lives and future and to ward off
the danger of their extincioa as a peorl:
and nation. The stand the Albanians have
maintained and the wars they have waged
against their enemies have always been of
a popular and liberation nature; theirs have
been just wars. The progressive patriotic
traditions and rich historical experience of
the people have served as a wvery sound sup-
port for the activity of the Party. Inherit-
ing these traditions the Party elaborated
this qge-long experience in the light of Mar-
xist-Leninist teachings and embodied it in its
revolutionary activity. The leadership of the
Party of Labor of Albania brought fto the
fore in all their splendor the noble wirtues
of our people, raised their vitality as a na-
tion to a higher level and made patrictic and
revolutionary traditions a major driving for-
ce in the liberation of the country end con~
struction of socialism.

The Party linked its struggle for free-
dom and independence with the struggle against
the exploiting classes in order to estab-
lish the dictatorship of the proletariai, to do

“away with all forms of exploitation, to build

sociglism. Under the guidance of the Party,
the patriotism of the people was raised fo a
higher level turning into socialist patriotism.
Love of country was organically linked with
love and loyailty towerds the People’s state
power, towurds sociclism,
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Enlightened by the teachings of Marxism-
Leninism, based on the experience of the revo-
lutionary struggle of the masses, of the people,
firmly relying on the people who had brought
it into being, and reared and guided by the lofty
deal of loyally serving the people and socia-
lism, the Party of Labor of Albanic has suc-
ceeded in working out and always imple-
menting a correct genercl line and has gai-
ned the maturity to find its bearings under
all situations. It has always honorably ful-
jilled its obligations towards its own working
class and people as well as towards *he in-
ternational communist and workers’ move-
ment.

The Party succeeded in becoming the
sole leading force of the Albanian people
in their struggle for mnational independence,
freedom, democracy, and socialism. It organi-
zed and led the victorious and most glorious
national-liberation war the Albanian people
have ever waged. It organized and led the
reconstruction of the country devastated by
the war and its social, economic, and cultu-
ral development, on the road to socialism.

The History of the Party of Labor of
Albania is the history of a revolutionary
Marxist-Leninist Party which has solved and
continues to solve with success these main
problems:

— doing awaey with all Xinds of political
and economic dependence on foreign imperial-
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ist Powers and securing full national inde-
pendence;

— developing without interruption the
people’s revolution from the anti-imperialist
aemocratic to the sociglist stage;

- — forging the alliance of the working
class with the laboring peasantry and with
the other popular masses of the country, uni-
ting these musses into a common front around,
and under the sole leadership of the Party;

— establishing, consolidating and cons-
tantly perfecting the State of people’s demo-
cracy as a form of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat;

— doing wway with age-long economic,
sociel, cultural and technologica: backward-
ness of the country, leading it [rom its back-
ward semi-feudal state to socialism by-pas-
sing the phase of advanced capitalism;

— establishing and developing socialist
industry as the directive force of people’s
economy;

~— collectivizing agriculture, developing
and mechanizing it;

— abolishing the landlord and the bour-
geois classes, the exploitation of man by
man, building the economic basiz of socigl-
ism in urban and rurel areas;

— treining new cadres for the various
branches of economy and culture, creating
the socialist intelligentsia;-

— educating the workers to become re-
volutionaries and inculcating in them the
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scientific Mavrxist-Leninist world  outlook;
developing the revolution in the field of ideo-
dogy and culture;

— protecting our socialist homelgnd from
the hostile intentions and acts of the impe-
riglists, of the revisionists, and of their stooges;

— establishing new relations of the Alba-
nian State with other countries on the basis
of equality, respect for national independence
and territorial integrity, of mnon-interveniion
" in internal affairs, and of mauiual adventage;

— preserving the monolithic ideological
and organizational unity in the runks of the
Party;

— egtablishing dnd consistently preser-
ving fraternal relations between the Party
of Labor Albania and other fraternal commu-
nist and workers’ parties on the basis of pro-
letarian internationalism; protecting the in-
dependence of the Party from the great na-
tion chauvinistic intentions and atiempts of
the Yugoslay and Khrushchevite revisionists.

The Party of Labor of Albania is leading
the Albanian people with determination and

unshakable confidence towards completing
the building of socialist society, solving ma-
jor and complicated problems connected with
~earrying the socialist revolution through to
the end in all fields — political, economic
and social, ideological and culturel, — with
- the struggle to bring about the complete
triumph of Marxism-Leninism over revisio-
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nism, the complete triumph of socialism over
capitalism, on a world scale.

, The History of the Party of Labor of.
Albania portrays the creative application of

Marxism-Leninism under the conditions of
Albania and in conerete international circum-
stances. The study of this History iz an
integral and important part of the study of
Marxism-Leninism in order to bring about
the ideological uplift of the members of the
Party and of all the working people of the
country. It helps the workers, peasants and
the socialist inteliigentsia to enhance their
knowledge of social development and politi-
cal struggle, to enrich the expericnce of their
struggle, to build socialism and communism,
to assess and solve aright their actual tasks and
understand the trend of devewpment in the
days to come. The study of the History of
the Party of Labor of Albania helps to arouse
the political vigilance of the people in battle
with imperialism and revisionism. to streng-
then their confidence in the ultimate triumph

of Marxism-Leninismover modern revisionism,
" and of socialism on a world secdle. '

«In publishing its History, the Party
of Labor of Albania is placing in

the hands of the communists and »

workers of our country, asharp and
powerful political and ideological
weapon of which they will be legiti-

mately proud. The History of the Party
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will open. for them new and brillignt
horizons and perspectives, It will
further imbue the communists and
- people with the mighty Marxist-
Leninist ideas of the Party, tem~
pering them more and inspiring
them in the struggle to defend Mar-
xism-Leninism, to conquer all bas-
tions aend to score further, magnifi-
cent successes in the complete buil-
ding of socialist society and commu-
nismm1)

L B

In this book the first attempts are made
to give a concise, systematic, and cll-round
picture, of the process of development of the
Albanian communist movement, of the life and
struggle of the Party of Labor of Albania, of
its decisive role in the victory and uninterrup-
ted development of socialist revolution, of the
brilliant results of the policy and revolutionary
activity of the Party. :

The History of the Party of Labor of Al-
bania covers three main periods.

The first period begins at the initial
stage of the workers’ movement and the aor-

1) ENVER HOXHA — Speech delivered at the
meeting of the Political Bureau of the CC of the
Party of Labor of Albania on June 30, 1967. Central
Archives of the Party.
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ganized cotnmunist movement to the founding
of the -Communist Party of Albania (Novem-
ber 1941)

The second period covers the activity of
the Party to organize and lead the National-
liberation War of the Albanian people against
the fascist inveders and traitors and to bring
about the triumph of the people’s revolution
(November 1941 - November 1944}

The third period is that of the struggle
of the Party, as a guiding party of the Peo-
ple’s Power and of the whole life of the coun-
try, for the building of socialist society,
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CHAPTER 1

THE STRUGGLE TO FOUND THE ALBANIAN
COMMUNIST PARTY

(1929-1941)

1. THE BEGINNINGS OF THE WORKERS' MOVE~
MENT. THE GRGWTH OF THE DEMOCRATIC AND
ANTI-IMPERIALIST MOVEMENT DURING THE
FIRST QUARTER OF THE 20th CENTURY.

A

Ottoman domination in Albania lested - 3

nearly five centuries. This was the peried of
the feudal-military regime, of ruthless national
oppression, of unbearable feudal exploitation,
of frequent devastating wars and of deplorable
backwardness in the field of education and
culture. But, at the same time, this was also

the period of the indomitable struggle of the

Albanian people for freedom and national inde-
pendence, for material and spiritual progress,.
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for social justice. This struggle became the
decisive factor which led to the proclamation
of independence on November 28, 1912,

The proclamation of independence and the
establishment of the new State were events
of major historical significance for the Alba-
nians. But to the head of this State there came
the landlords and the bourgeoisie while the
people who fought and shed their blood did
not get rid of oppression and exploitation by
the ruling classes. In addition, independent
‘Albania found itself surrounded by neighboring
bourgeois States which pursued a chauvinistic
policy towards ii. The imperialist Powers in
collusion with these States not only dismembe-
red Albania, wresting half of its territory in
1913, but never gave up their intentions of
‘wiping it out completely from the map of
the Balkans or of placing it under their
‘conirol.

Albania — a Semifeudal The proclamation of
Agrarian Couniry independence found
Albania in a back-
ward agrarian state. Although capitalist rela-
tions had begun to develop in urban and less
80 in rural areas, in general they were only at
the initial stage. The sysiem of Iandlordism had
spread in the lowlands and in parts of the
uplands, whereas patriarchal survivals still
reigned supreme in the life of the mountain-
eers, especially, in the North.
: The tenants were mercilessly exploited by
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the landlords. The poor peasants, who made up
- the majority of the rural population, were not
better off. These owners of small plots of land
could hardly make both ends meet. Want kept
them continually in the clutches of the land-
lords, the well-to~do peasants, merchants and
usurers. The ruined peasants became agricul-
tural hired laborers. Some of them, finding no
market to sell their labor power in the cities,
emigrated abroad. Unjust distribution of land,
ruthless exploitation by landlords, religious
institutions and the State, the use of primitive
tools and methods in farming, were the cause
of the great poverty of the peasant masses and
of the starvation which beset the country time .
and again.

The cities in general were small and
under-developed from the economic and social
point of view. In their inner life they still pre-
served vestiges of mediaeval times. Small-
scale handicraft production prevailed in them
with the exception of larger towns like Shko-
dra, Berat, Elbasan, Kor¢a etc. where capitalist
handicraft factories had sprung up as early as
in the XIX century. An average of 10-15
wage earners worked in these factories. With
the growth of the production of goods and
the expansion of markets, the merchant bour-
geoisie had accumulated considerable capital
by exploiting the work of cottage handicrafts-
men and by becoming landowners. But in
. general, they made no investments in industry.
Thus, in the newly-set up Albanian State, there
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were only 25 minor factories which engaged
mainly in processing a few agricultural pro-
ducts. These were primitive concerns emplo-
ying about 150 workers all told.

During the first decade following indepen-
dence, the rate of industrial development was
extremely low. About 50 new factories and
workshops were set up. But even the largest
factories employed no more than 30 workhands
each. A larger number of workhands were
employed at the salt pits, in lumbering and
building construction enterprises. Some tens: .
of workers were also employed in the Selenica
(Vlora) bitumen mines run by foreign concession
holders. :

The majority of workers employed by
capitalist concerns were seasonal workers.
When the seasonal work was over, they- would
return to their native villages to engage in
agricultural pursuits. The factory workers and
miners were also of handicraft and peasant
origin. They had not yet formed a politically
class-conscicus stratum. ‘

The workers were ruthlessly exploited by
the capitalist owners. The working day was
10 and, in some cases, 14 hours long while .
the wages were very low, barely enough to
feed the workers and their families. But even
such as they were the wages were not guaran-
teed. Cheap labor power grew continuously
and made it easy for the capitalist proprietor to
lower wages or arbitrarily delay payment for
months on end. There was no law whatsoever to
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enforce labor insurance and the capitalist pro-
prietors took nosafety measures for the workers.

By the side of factory workers there stood
the broad masses of apprentices in handicraft
workshops and trade units. Their exploitation
became more unbearzble because it was inter-
woven with mediaeval forms and methods.
Most of them were children or young people.
In addition to working in handicraft or trade
shops, they ran also a number of errands for
their masters. They were severely punished for
the slightest mistakes. _

Since the early years of the XXth century,
the apprentices had begun to struggle in a more
or less organized way against the exploitation
to which they were subjected by the proprie-
tors of worksheps and merchants. But this
movement, which developed mainly in Shko-
dra, was of a local and spontaneous character.
In general, the socialist ideas. that spread here
were distorted and, in some cases, degenerated
into petty bourgeois «socialism». The early
workers’ organizations had the character of
associations of mutual assistance and promoted
the spirit of solidarity among workers rather
than the struggle against exploitation. Member-
ship in these organizations was extended also
to private handicraftsmen who needed the help
of apprentices in the struggle against the mer-
chant bourgeoisie and factory owners in order
to protect small-scale production. But they
were short-lived.

Under foreign domination, the workers’
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movement also assumed a pronounced patriotic
character.

The evenis immediately after the procla-
mation of independence in 1912 made it im-
possible for the Albanian State io develop
along normal lines. The internal political
clashes during 1913-14 and the outbreak of
the First Wortd War in August 1914 created a
favorable situation for the imperialist and the
neighboring chauvinist Powers to attain their
objectives towards Albania. Albania was turned
into a battlefield on which the political and
military interests of the belligerent States
clashed. In the 1915 April secret agreements,
the imperialist Powers of the Entente decided
to deprive Albania of its independence and to
partition its territory. The armies of the impe-
rialist Powers occcupied the whole territory of
our country up to the end of the war.

Foreign occupations and military operations
caused the Albanian people innumerable mis-
fortunes. The economy of the country was
wrecked. Whole villages were ransacked and
turned to ashes. Starvation became widespread
while epidemics exterminated part of the
population.

The Great October At this time when
Socialist Revolution the Albanian people
And Its Impact On were in distress,
Albania oppressed, thought
little of, and their

rights were ruthlessly trampled upon by the
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imperialists, a major event shook the world,
namely, the triumph of the Great Socialist
Revolution in Russia.

On November 7 (October 25 old style},
1917, the working class and peasantry of
Russia, led by the party of Bolsheviks headed
by V. I Lenin, overthrew the regime of the
capitalists and landlords and established the
dictatorship of the proletariat. The banner of
socialism was raised over one-sixth of the
world.

In Soviet Russia, the October Revolution
created the necessary conditions to wipe out
every kind of exploitation of man by man,
every form of social and national oppression, .
for the victory of the new socialist order.

The Socialist Revolution in Russiz inau-
gurated a new -epoch in world history, the
epoch of the overthrow of capitalism and of
the triumph of the socialist order, the epoch
of proletarian revolutions in capitalist coun-
tries and of national-liberation revolutions in
colonial and dependent countries, the epoch of
~ the creation of a single revolutionary front of
the proletariat and oppressed peoples of all
countries against imperialism. _

The triumph of the Great October Revolu-
tion was the triumph of Marxism-~Leniniem
over social democracy, opportunism, revisio-
nism. Marxist-Leninist ideology received a new
impetus in its triumphant march in the inter-
national workers’' movement.
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. The October Revolution and the Soviet
Republic exerted a major influence on the
revolutionary movement of various countries.
They pointed out the way to the laboring
masses and to the world as a whole, inspired
them by the example they set, giving an
unprecedented impulse to the workers’ and
national-liberation movements in the world.

The October Revolution echoed in Albania
too. Its ideas and the policy pursued by the
Soviet Government influenced the rise of the
movement for national likeration, for the pre-
servation of the territorial integrity of the
homeland, and in expanding the revolutionary
democratic movement.

Of special significance was the disclosure
by the Soviet Government of the secret treaties
of the imperialist Powers. Amaong these treaties,
published by decision of the 2nd Congress of

the Soviets, was the secret treaty of London,

April 1915, according to which Albania was
to be divided up among Italy, Serbia, Monte-
negro and Greece. The content of this Treaty
was made known at once to Albania. A great
wave of indignation swept the Albanian people.
The anti-imperialist liberation movement to
~ safeguard freedom, independence and territorial
integrity against the London Treaty took broad
proportions. The anti-imperialist National Con-
gress of Lushnja in January 1920 and the
heroic Battle of Vlora in the summer of that
year, which ended with the expulsion of the
Ttalian imperialists from Albania, bear witness
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to the high sense of patriotism of the Albanian
people as well as to the influence exerted by
the Leninist anti-imperialist policy.

Following the triumph of the October
Revolution and under conditions of a general
revolutionary upsurge in Europe, the news
about the victory of the Russian Bolsheviks
began to spread among the Albanian workers,
handicraftsmen and intellectuals whose sym-
pathy for Soviet Russia was increased. Lenin’s
name became a symbol of «the lofty principles
of mankind», of the new society without exploi-
ted and exploiters. The first pamphlets about
the Soviet Union and communism infiltrated
into the country from abroad. They were read ‘
in close circles of intellectuals and workers.
The October ideas spread among the masses
of the city poor who were in great economic
difficulties due to the devastating consequences
of the First World War and the anti-popular
- policy of ‘the landlord-bourgeois governments
in power..

The 1924 June Following the expulsion
Revolution of foreign imperialist and
neighboring chauvinist for-

ces, in the political and sceial life of the country
there arose, first and foremost, the struggle
to establish the democratic order and, especial-
ly, to solve the agrarian question. This battle
-was waged by the peasant masses and the
ordinary -towns people including the workers. .
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The working class had not yet reached that

point of ideological and political maturity to -

set up their Trade Unicns, even less, their own
party. Consequently, the workers’ movement
in general could not overcome its initial weak-
ness. The new associations formed during the
1920-1923 period by arlizans and workers per-
formed functions of assistance and were extre-
mely unstable. A movernent kegan among the
workers of an occasional factory or mine, as
well as among apprentices. But their strikes
were always spontaneous and their demands
purely economic. In addifion to objective
causes, a hindrance to the workers’ movement
was the continuous anti-socialist activity of
the ruling classes which took larger proportions
after the October Revolution.

The workers’ movement merged into the
broad popular movement which spread through-
out the country. I's man strength lay in the
peasantry and poor city masses of people who
bore the brunt of the ruthless landlord-bour-
geois oppression and exploitation. From all
regions protests were sent to the Government
and Parliament demanding the abolition of
tithes and of the high customs duties on grain,
In March 1923, thousands of city people and
peasants in Korca demanded that bread be
provided for the population and that the depots
of the grain speculators be opened up. About
three thousand city people and peasants of the
Vlora district protested against the anti-popular
policy of the government, broke into the ware-
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houses of the speculators, seized the grain and
distributed it free of charge.

The poor and oppressed peasants deman-
ded land. The fight for land had become
acute and, in many cases, it was expressed in
open attacks to take it from the landlords and
the State by force. The solution of the agra-
rian question also in Soviet Russia exerted
ite influence on intensifying our anti-feudal
struggle. In a backward agrarian country like
Albania, Bolshevism signified the expropria-
tion of the landlords without compensation
and distribution of their lands to the peasants
free of charge. But these radical demands
of our peasants were not backed up by
the bourgeois political groups which led the
democratic movement. These groups gave
a narrow meaning to agrarian reform. They
aimed at reconciling the interests of the
peasants with the landlords and at «im-
proving» the state of farmers without affecting
the landlord class. The Albanian bourgeoisie was
made up mainly of merchants and small-scale
manufacturers, some of whorm were also land-
owners. As a class, they were not in favor
of radical changes. In the democratic move-
ment they took part as opponents of the dicta-
torial intentions of the Zogite clique and of the
overlordship of landowners in the political life
of the country. The most important role in
inciting and organizing the democratic move-
ment was played by the revolutionary demo-
crats combined mainly in the «Bashkimi» asso-
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clation. Most of them came from the ranks of -

intellectuals of petty bourgeois erigin. «Bash-
kimi» gathered in its ranks and organized the
youth, especially, the school youth who made
names for themselves in the revolutionary
democratic movement. This organization and

.other democratic elements firmly supported the

radical demands of the peasants for land and
enlivened the political scene of the country
by raising the most urgent political and social
problems which reguired solution.

In the spring of 1924 the spread of the
movement created a revoluticnary situation.
The murder by the landowning reactionaries
of Avni Rustemi, one of the leaders of the

- democratic movement, served as the signal for

the armed uprising.

The uprising, which broke out in May,
ended with the victory of the revolutionary
forces on June 10, 1924. A bourgeois-democra-
tic government headed by Fan Noli came to
power. )

The program proclaimed by the Govern-
ment contained a number of tasks and reforms
which aimed at embarking the country on the
road of bourgeois-demccratic development. In
the political field, it envisaged the establish-
ment of democracy through free and direct
elections, the radical change of the State civil
and military apparatus. In the social and eco-
nomic field, it envisaged the uprooting of feu-
dalism, the emancipation of farmers from land-
lord exploitation, the modification of the tax sys-
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tem to benefit the people, facilitation of the pe-
netration of foreign capital, the encouragement
and protection of local capital. In education it
required a system based' on national and up-

to-date lines. In foreign affairs, the Government ~

would pursue a policy of friendly relations
with all and, especially, with neighboring
states.

This program was supported by the broad

masses of people who demanded that it be

carried out to the letter. On the other hand

it came up agsainst the frenzied opposition of

the local landlords and imperialist reaction.
At the same time, the revolutionary drive of
the masses scared the chiefs of the local bour-
geoisie who made common cause with the
landlerds and imperialists, and fighting toge-
ther against implementing this program exer-
ted great pressure on the new government.
Under these circumstances, the bourgeois
democratic government was shaken in. its
resolve, pursued a policy of class reconciliation,
and showed itself incapable of carrying the
revolution through to the end. It did not rely
on the masses nor did it strive to carry out its
declared program. This led - to its alienation
from the popular masses who had brought it to
power. As a result of the pronounced inactivity
and waverings of the governmenf{ the idea
sprang up among the radical democrats that
the popular masses should themselves settle
accounts with the landlords and irresclute
chiefs of the bourgeoisie by electing a new
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parliament with representatives from the far-
mers and workers. But this was not achieved.

Of positive significance was the govern-
~ment’s anti-imperialist stand which was the
result of the democratic nature of its program.
It rejected the servile submission of the coun-
try to fascist Italy as well as the chauvinist
pretentions of the Yugoslavs and Greeks to
Albanian territory. It established diplomatic
relations with the Soviet Unicn. But in foreign
affairs too, it yielded to British and U.S. impe-
rialist pressure.

The imperialists and the reactionary go-
vernments of the neighboring states launched
a wide campaign against the democratic move-
ment in Albania. Counting on their support,
the landlords and other reactionaries of the
country made preparations to suppress the
revolution.

On December 24, 1924, the Albanian coun-
ter-revoluticnary forces led by Ahmed Zogu,
coming mainly from Yugoslavia with the direct
support of the imperialists and reactionary
Serbian and White Russian forces, entered
Tirana and overthrew Fan Noli’s Government.
Ahmed Zogu’s regime came to power in Al-
bania.

The June Movement was an integral part
and active element of the powerful revolutio-
nary movement of peoples, which had begun
following the triumph of the October Revolu-
tion. But it triumphed at a time when the
reactionary and fascist forces in Europe. were
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on the offensive and the revolutionary move-
ment had begun to ebb. It was precisely at
this time that Albania became a revolutionary
hotbed in the Balkans. The significance of the
June Revolution transcended the borders of
our country. European communist and demo-
cratic circles showed particular interest towards
it, for they assessed aright its revolutionary,
. anti-feudal, and anti-imperialist nature. George
Dimitrov considered the suppression of this
revolution as the loss of one of the bases of
the revolutionary movement in the Balkans
and as an expansicn of the Balkan reactionary
front,

2. — THE BIRTH OF THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

In January, 1925, the Zogite clique pro-
claimed Albania a Republic with Ahmed Zogu
as its President. In Septemter, 1928, the Repu-
blic was turned into a Monarchy, while Zog
proclaimed himself King of the Albanians.

The Economic and So- Zog's regime remai-
cial Plight of the Coun- ned from the begin-
try Under Zog’s Regime ning to the end a
ruthless anti-demo-
cratic dictatorship of the landlords and the
reactionary bourgeoisie,
The internal support of Zog’s regime came
from the reacticnary forces of the country: the
landlords, the big merchant bourgeoisie, the
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rural bourgeoisie, and the chieftains of the
highlands. These forces served as a social basis
during the whole 15-year existence of this
regime. ‘

Zog pursued an anti-popular and anti-
national internal and external policy. Zog's
dictatorship maintained intact the survivals
of feudal relations, consolidated landlord and
capitalist exploitation, set up a whole system
"of plundering the masses of the people. He
hindered economic and cultural development
leaving the country in backwardness and
ignorance.

Zog abolished all democratic institutions
and freedom, banned the formation of political
parties and organizations, and suppressed all
attempts of freedom of thought and organiza-
tion. He ruled by the method of terror and
combatted any progressive idea under the
banner of anti-communism.

The oppressive apparatus of the regime
was corrupt from top to bottom. It relied espe-
cially on the mercenary armed forces, the
gendarmerie and the police. The army had a
thoroughly anti-popular character and it was
maintained for protecting the bourgeois-land-
lord political regime from the revolt of the
working masses. All the armed forces were
trained and led by foreigners, agents of impe-
" rialism. '

Feeling insecure in power, the Zogite cli-
que sought the aid of imperialist states. At
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first it rewarded Yugoslavia for its aid by
giving away part of the territory of Albania.
Later it linked up with Italy and Britain, two
of the big imperialist Powers most interested
in the Balkans, in general, and in oxploiting
the subsoil riches of Albania, in particular.

Towards foreign capitalist Powers, Zog
pursued the «open door» policy. This policy
was gradually concentrated on close economic
and political ties with fascist Italy which made
every effort to place Albania completely under
its influence. These agreements paved the way
toc fascist colonization. As a powerful means
to place our country under economic and poli-
ticel bondage, the Italian financial groups set
up «The National Bank of Albania» and the
«SVEA» (the Association for the Economic
Development of Albania). The latter laid hands
on the most important mines, most of the
public works, the custom houses and nearly
~all the foreign trade of the country. Italian
capital infiltrated also into the light industry.
In 1938, Italy’s capital investments in Albania
mounted to 280,000,000 gold francs while the
annual budget was little more than 28,000,000
gold frcs. Their plundering aims were also ser-
ved by the high interest loans the Rome
Government made to the Zogite clique which
were used, first and foremost, for the personal
enrichment of Zog and his retinue. Thus,
Italian capital became the real master of the
national ecopomy of Albania. It turned the
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country into a market for the sale of industrial

.goods and a source of raw materials.

The economic agreements which paved the
way to the infiltration of Ttalian capital were
accompanied by political pacts like those of
Tirana of the years 1926 and 1927, which entit-
led Italy to protect Zog's regime from any
internal or external attack even by the force
of arms. These pacts hitched Zog's clique to
the charriot of fascist Italy. Albania was thus
being turned into a  semi-colony of Italian
imperialism.

The penetration of foreign capital into

. Albania gave a one-sided character io the eco-

nomy of the country. The Italian colonialist
policy, the pronounced survivals of feudalism
and the failure to encourage a naticnal econo-
mic policy caused the country to remain vir-
tually without industry. In 1938 Albania had
about 300 small factories and workshops which
for, the most part, engaged in processing agri-
cultural products, especially, flour, oil and
tobacco. Nearly half of them employed fewer
than 10 workers each. These factories, work-
shops, and mines, employed about 7,500 work-
ers all told. The working class by now had
increased to about 15,000 but it was scattered
and bound fto primitive forms of production.
Apprentices in handicrafts and trade made up
a good part of this number. Mass unemploy-
ment and the lack of any labor code enabled
the capitalist concerns and owners, backed by
the state apparatus to exploit the workers

32

s S




mercilessly. In enterprises employing Albanian
and foreign workers, the Albanians were su-
bjected to ruthless discrimination. For equal
work the Albanian worker was paid much less
than an Italian worker,

Capitalist relations were further developed

in agriculture as well. The well-to-do peasants
grew stronger and stronger as a result of the
further division of large estates and of the
continuocus tuination of the small landholders.
Nevertheless, they did not succeed in becoming
an advanced agrarian bourgeoisie. Capitalist
relations spread especially in state-owned farms
and in farms set up by foreign Italian capitalist
companies by confiscating the lands of tens
of peasant families. They employed some thou-
sands of farmhands.
- During Zog's regime, Albania remained
the most backward agrarian country in Europe.
In 1938, of the population engaged in material
production about 87% worked in agriculture
while only 13%, were engaged in industry and
in the other branches of our national economy;
industrial and handicraft production made up
only 9.8% of total production while income
derived from industiry represented 4.5%, of all
the national income. The capitalist form of
economy, which was mainly in the field of
- trade, did not succeed in becoming the domi-
nant form in the Albanian national economy.
Taxes were heavy and brought ruin to the
broad masses of people. Want and misery pre-
vailed throughout the country.
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Economic backwardness also brought with
it a pronounced cultural backwardness. More
than 80%, of the population were illiterate. The
number of schools was limited while higher
education and cultural and scientific institu-
tions were entirely lacking. No concern was
shown for public health. The people were
continuously afflicted with grave endemic
diseases.

The Formation of the The anti-popular and
Kor¢a Communist Group anti-national policy
: of Zog’s regime arou-
sed a. general dissatisfaction among the popular
masses. The struggle to solve the anti-impe-
rialist democratic tasks was again on the order
of the day. Conditions for a fresh upsurge of
the democratic movement had become very.
difficult because of the Zogite terror which
had burst forth throughout the country. In spite
of that the opposition to Zog did not cease. The
anti-Zog democratic forces carried on their
struggle in different forms.

The resistance of the. democratic forces
was now expressed especially in the revolu-
tionary acts of the peasants and workers. The
peasants of many districts rose against the vio-
lence of landlords who wanted to evict them
from their properties or appropriate their lands,
as well as against the heavy faxes. In certain
cases, this conflict developed into bloody cla-
shes with Zog's gendarmes.

The working class began to play a role of
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ever greater importance. Its ranks had been
swelléd by ruined peasants and handicraftsmen.
Most of them engaged in public works subsi-
dized by foreign (Italian) funds. As far back as
1925, these workers, ruthlessly exploited by
the entrepreneurs, raised their voice against
injustices, protested and went on strike.time
and again demanding that they be paid their
wages on time instead of one or more months
in arrears. In 1927, the workers employed by
the British concessionary oil companies and
the Selenica miners joined them in a strike
to demand higher wages. The intervention of
Zog's gendarmerie often forced them to return
to work without achieving their rights.

Some other workers’ -organizations were
also set up during this period. Such were: «The
Workers’ League» in Gjirokastra (1925), the
«Pérparimi» (= «Progress») association of iai-
lors in Tirana (1927), the «League of Tailors~
in Korgca (1927). These were associations of
apprentices whose objective was to develop
solidarity and organize mutual aid among
workers, to limit the power of what was left
of the merchant guilds, to settle conflicts
between apprentices and employers, etc. The
Korga «League» admitted also master artisans
to membership and tended towards reconciling
their interests with those of the apprentices.
Such associations could not and did not play
a significant role in organizing the workers’
movement. .

Right from the start the struggle of the
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‘peasants and city workers assumed an anti-

il ot

Zog character because Zog's regime put in
motion its military and police apparatus to
suppress by force every movement which
aimed at improving, no matter how slightly,
the miserable plight of the masses. But this
struggle was unorganized and developed spora-
dically because it lacked a revolutionary lea-
dership. :

The movement of the democratic forces,
the enlivement of the workers’ movement and
the general dissatifaction of the people towards
the regime had at last created the necessary
background for an organized communist mo-
vement. A significant role in this direction was

‘played by the Marxist literature which circu-

lated among workers, handicraftsmen and in-
tellectuals. This literature was brought from
outside by the Albanians who studied or work-
ed abroad and who had embraced communist
ideas and tried to propagate them.

In 1928, advanced elements among workers
and handicraftsmen set up the first communist

~cell in Korga. The cell members were not well

trained theoretically and politically, but they
realized the need for the organization of the
communist movement as an essential condition
for the successful development of the workers’
movement and of the fight of the popular
masses against the landlord-bourgeois regime.

Soon other cells had sprung up in Korga.
This called for a reorganization of the work.
In June 1929 a meeting of the representatives
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of the communist cells was called for this pur-
pose. At this meeting a managing committee
was set up headed by craftsman Mihal Lako.
A decisicn was taken at the meeting to work
to form new cells. The cells would spread
communist ideas through educational groups.
It was likewise decided at the meeting to get
in contact with the masses and the workers’
movement through the legal workers' associa-
tions. The task of the establishment of revolu-
tionary workers’ associations to demand econo-
mic and political rights was laid down for
this purpose.

The 1929, June meeting marks the creation
of the Communist Group of Korca and the
beginnings of the organized communist move-
ment. Under the direction of a committee
the Korca commumnist movement got well under-
way. Within a short time there were 8 cells
in operation totalling 40 members. Each of
them directed from 3 to 4 educational groups.

The Korca Communist Group was the first
revolutionary political organization of the Al-
banian working class, but it took only the
initial steps. The Group was still weak, not
well organized and lacking experience, The lite-
rature on communism which was studied by
the members of cells and sympathizers was
not all Marxist. It included Trotskyite and
anarchist material which spread ideological
confusion among its readers. Among these,
the most widespread were the archaeo-Marxist
publications of the organization of Greek Trot-
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skyite intellectuals. The archaeo-Marxist views

were adopted by certain elements who toock
part in the Korga Group. One of them, Niko
Xoxi, was a member of the managing com-
mittee. They professed Marxism in words but
in reality they distorted its basic theses and
struggled in every way against putting them

_into practice.

" The formation of the Korca Group coinci-
ded with the beginning of the economie crisis
of world capitalism, which had ruinous econo-
mic consequences in Albania as well. The land-
lords, and capitalist proprietors tried to throw
the whole burden of the crisis on the shoulders
of peasants and workers. Reduced prices for
agricultural products aggravated the plight of
the peasantry. This compelled many peasants
to abandon their lands and to look for means
of subsistance in the towns. Many artisans and
small merchants were ruined because they
could not find markets for their commodities.
At the same time, many workshops and fac-
tories suspended or restricted production. All
this brought about a tremendous increase in
the number of unemployed and a lowering of
wages. Therefore the workers’ movement of
strikes in defense of their rights assumed wider
proportions. In 1929, the builders at Librazhd,
the guarrymen at Shéngjin, the road builders
on the Kruja-Burrel highway and others went
on. strike. In 1930, the Dbuilders in -Tirana
clashed with the capitalist enterpreneurs..That
summer, the workers at the Vau Dejes work
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sites in Shkodra went on strike and so did
the copper miners in Puka, those working on
an irrigation canal in Kavaja, on a bridge near
Rubik and on the Sinanaj bridge near Tepe-
lena, the crews of the fishing boats and coastal
fisheries.

The worsening of the general economic
situation and the starvation suffered by the
poorer strata of the population greatly increa-
sed the dissatisfaction towards the regime.

The growth of the workers’ movement was
a good opportunity for the Korga Communist
Group to broaden its activity and to link itself
with the masses. But it kept aloof from this
movement because of its pronounced ideologi-
cal and organizational weaknesses. An impor-
tant change in the activity of this group was
made with the assistance of the prominent
communist militant Ali Kelmendi.

The Albanian Communist Efforts to organize
Movement and Comintern the Albanian Com-
munist Movement
were made out-
side the country also. The Communist Third
Internationale (Comintern) rendered valuable
aid through the Balkan Communist Federation
in organizing the Albanian revolutionary de-
mocrats who had been obliged to emigrate
after the suppression of the June Revolution
and the establishment of Zog’s dictatorship.
The lessons they drew from the 1924
events enabled the Albanian revolutionary de-
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mocrats to define correctly their general
political orientation on the international arena
where two antagonistic world forces — imperia-
lism and socialism — were in action. They turned
40 the Soviet Union, which they called «the
natural protector of all oppressed peoples», and
to the world communist movement. On March
1925, they formed in Vienna (Austria) the de-
mocratic organization known as the «Komiteti
Nacional Revolucionar» (KONARE) (= «The
Revolutionary National Committee»), while a
group of young revolutionaries, former mem-
bers of the «Bashkimi» association, went to
the Soviet Union. Some of them who had
embraced communist ideas enrolled in the
schools and political courses of the Comin-
tern to acquire Marxist-Leninist knowledge. In
August 1928 they formed the Albanian Commu-
nist Group in the Soviet Union centred in
Moscow. The VIIIth Balkan Communist Con-
ference, which was held that same year, instruc-
ted the Albanian communists to do a long and
careful preparatory work for setting up commu-
nist groups in Albania «to organize and unite
the most advanced elements among workers
and peasants» so that they may eventually form
the Albanian Communist Party.?!)

The Albanian Communist Group in the
Soviet Union drew up its own Constitution
which was approved by the Comintern. Accor-

1) George Dimitrov’s Letter addressed to the EC
of the Comintern, Sept. 12, 1929. (Central Archives of
the Party).

40




ding to this Constitution, the Group’s principal
task was to work for the founding of the Alba-

nian Communist Party as the Albanian section -

of the Comintern.

In the «National Liberation Committeen
(KONARE’s new name after April 1927) ihe
Group set up at once its own communist frac-
tion which strove to keep alive the revolutio-
nary spirit of the organization and of its organ
«Liria Kombétare» (= «National Freedoms»).

In line with the Constitution the primary
task of the Albanian Communist Group in the
Soviet Union was to develop concrete revolu-
tionary work inside Albania and to help the
communist movement there. Among the commu-
nists who returned home for this purpose in
1930, the most prominent was Ali Kelmendi.

On his return home, Ali Kelmendi set to
work and created new underground communist
groups in Albania. He formed a communist cell
in Tirana and organized the communist fraction
in the «Perparimi» (= Progress) Association of
Tailors. On his initiative, communist cells were
set up also in Vlora, Kruja and Elbasan. In ge-
neral, these cells were small and unstable. Their
members were mainly elements of petly bour-
geois origin — teachers, employees, armymen,
and handicraftsmen lacking sound ideological
and political training.

Ali Kelmendi also established’ connections
with the Korca Communist Group in which
the situation was unsatisfactory. The Group
was locked in its own shell and the anti-
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Marxist elements in its ranks had begun to
erode it from within and paralyze its activity.

Ali Kelmendi helped the Korca Group to
pull itself out of this situation. He instructed
it to combine illegal with legal work, fo take
active part in the legal associations of workers
and artisans and to turn them info revolutio-
nary organizations, to extend its operations
into other cities and especially to work centers,
to transiate Marxist literature which would
help raise the ideological level of communists.
Although he was deported to different cities
by the Zogite authorities, Ali Kelmendi tried
to0 maintain connections with communist orga-
nizations and to give them all aid. His depor-
tation to Korga in 1932 enabled him to colla-
borate directly with the communist group
there. Ali Kelmendi’s speech at an enlarged
meeting of the managing committee which was
held in July 1932 opened clearer perspectives
to the group. The Korca Group adopted a soun-
der political and organizational platform. Con-
gsequently, its activity also entered a new phase
of development.

The First Workers’ Or- The communists were
ganizations Led by the engaged in rmuch
Communists more fruitful work

with the masses. The
continuation of the economic crisis created
favorable conditions for this kind of work.
Strikes by workers followed one after another.
The building workers continued to lead this
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movement. Therefore, it was natural for the
Korga Communist Group to direct its attention,
first and foremost, towards this category of
workers. On its initiative, the «PUNA~ (=
«Labor») Association was formed in Korga in
September 1933. Membership in this association
included not only workers but also master
builders of various categories who were exploi~
ted by the capitalist enterpreneurs. The «Punas
Association was led by the communist frac-
tion. Its chairman was Member of the Com-
mittee of the Korca Group  Pilo Peristeri.
Quickly the membership of this association
rose to about 500. The non-seasonal nature of
their job constituted a stable basis for the orga-
nization. To avoid persecution by the gendar-
merie, in its constitution approved by the
government, the «Puna-» Association was pre-
sented as a non-political aid society. But its
real program was approved at a semi-legal
meeting organized by the communists. Accor-
ding to this program, «Puna- was a revolu-
tionary organization to protect the rights of
workers which would, at the same time, fight
against Zog’s regime and for freedom and
democracy.

This initial success encouraged the commu-
nists of the Korca Group to extend their acti-
vity. Following the example set by «Puna-
and on the initiative of communists there were
sel up during 1834 Trade Unions of shoemakers,
tailors, motor vehicle drivers ete.

The Korca Communist Group exerted its
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influence also among the secondary school stu-
dents of the city who were imbued with pro-
gressive patriotic sentiments. The most revolu-
tionary elements among them even formed a
communist cell. ,

But the Group continued to confine itself
within the city. Its links with other communist
organizations were either weak or entirely
lacking. At the August, 1934 meeting it decided
to extend its communist activity to other towns
of the country, but no perceptible progress was
made in this direction.

The extension of the revolutionary activity |

of the Korca Group was accompanied by a shar-
pening of the ideclogical conflicts within its
ranks. The Trotskyite elemenis launched a
fierce attack against Ali Kelmendi’s line and
against the more sound elements of the Group,
They did their uttermost to hinder the exten-
sion of the influence of communists among
the masses. Their chief representative Niko
Xoxi aimed at seizing the leadership of the
Group and at compelling it to adopt Trotskyite
views. In order to justify his hostile work,
Niko Xoxi propagated far and wide «the theory
of cadres» borrowed from Greek archae-
Marxists. According to this «theory», the
communists should not act, should not approach
the masses and organize them, but they should
shut themselves up in their cells and engage
only in theoretical education.

The Korca Group could not successfully
develop its activity without dealing a hard
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blow at Trotskyite Niko Xoxi. Therefore, the

. enlarged meeting of the Managing Committee

decided to expel him from its ranks but did
not deprive him of his membership in the
Group. This halfway measure allowed him and
the other archaec-Marxist elements to intensify
their divisive hostile activity within the Group
and among the members of workers’ associa-
tions. It was only through great clarifying
efforts of the sounder communists that Niko
Xoxi was almost completely isolated.

Participation of Commu- The Communist
nists in Democratic anti- movement had al-
Zog Movement ready spread to a
number of cities
in Albania: New communist organizations were
set up during the 1934-1935 period in Tirana,
Shkodra, Fier, Vlora, Elbasan and Giirokastra,
But these organizations were not made up of
workers either. They were small and, in gene-
ral, operated in isolation from one another.
They spread communist ideas but their propa-
ganda work was limited, sporadic and detached
from the political and economic problems facing
the country. The ranks of the new organiza-
tions, especially in Tirana, contained also a few
communist officers.
' There was very favorable ground for the
development of the communist movement in
Albania due, as Ali Kelmendi wrote at the

" time:
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«to the spirited and irreconcilable
nature of the struggle of the people
against the regime, on the one hand,
and to the treachery, irresoluteness
and inactivity of the politicians of
other trends, on the other1)

In these circumstances the consolidation
of the communist movement could be brought
about by establishing sound links among the
various communist organizations and by organi=
zing a wide democratic, anti-Zog and anti-
imperialist movement among the workers,. pea-
sants, armymen and youth, who made up the
overwhelming majority of the population and
who suffered deeply the consequences of Zog’s
anti-popular and anti-national policy.

Although the National Liberation Commit-
tee, which had taken upon itself the obligation
to organize the anti-feudal and anti-fascist
movement, had done good propaganda work
through the press and leaflets, it had remained
an organization of political exiles and had not
established a foothold within Albania itself.
Illegal work under Zog's oppressive regime
demanded great sacrifice which the leaders
of the organization were not ready to make.
On . the other hand, the communists inside
Albania in general had not attained ideclogi-
cal maturity enough to understand the urgent

1) A. Kelmendi: Report sent to Comintern on
Dec. 14, 1936 (Central Archives of the Party),
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need of setting up a broad democratic and anti-
imperialist movement. It was only the hatred
of Zog's regime and their patriotism that
brought the communists into active participa-
tion in the anti-Zog movement during the 1934-
35 peried.

In 1934, the relations between Albania and
Italy became very tense. Seeking to turn Alba-
nia inte a semi-colony of its own as quickly
as possible and to exert pressure on Zog to
capitulate, the Rome Government dispatched
its navy to Durres. Zog's yielding to Italy’s
pressure gave impetus to the anti-Zog move-
ment. As far back as April in 1934, a group of
former officers and bourgeois intellectuals had
formed a secret organization whose alm_was
to overthrow the Zog Monarchy, to establish
a republican regime and to eliminate Italian
intervention in Albania. This organization had

confined its activity to military circles and

bourgeois intellectuals. Fascist agents also
joined its ranks with the intention of turning
the movement to the advantage of fascism.
The Tirana communist organization and a
number of communist officers known for their
anti-Zog militancy also joined this secret orga-
nization.

The Korga Communist Group also took up

the question of pbarticipating in the secret

organization at its 1934 August meeting. It
decided to exploit this occasion in faver of the
anti-Zog democratic movement and, .if the
uprising broke out, to take part in it as an
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independent force with its own program. This
program envisaged: the proclamation of the
people’s democratic republic; the abrogation
of all enslaving agreements with fascist Italy;
the abolition of monopolies and concessions;
an amnesty for political offenders. But the

Korca Group did not set to work to broaden
the anti-Zog movement and exert its influ-"

ence in it. It maintained a wait-and-see attitude
and envisaged acting around its program only
when the uprising had triumphed, by taking
over power in the city of Korca where it enjoy-
ed more influence among the masses.

The ranks of the anti-Zog movement

were further strengthened by the help rende-
red by communist Riza Cerova who had retur-
ned from the Soviet Union in March 1935.
He strove to draw the Skrapar and Mallakas-
tra peasants into the movement.

Zog's government scented the movement
and began to take measures. The chiefs of the
movement were compelled to start the uprising
ahead of schedule, on August 14, 1935, in Fier.
However, it was soon suppressed by the go-
vernment forces. Lack of organization and the
premature start of the uprising gravely jeopar-
dized the plan of operations. The forces led by
Riza Cerova failed to attain their objective. Riza
Cerova fell fighting against Zog's gendarms,
convinced, as he had written to his family, that
the people would be free only when the exploi-
ting classes were overthrown,
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The Fier uprising failed. It was foredoom-
ed to failure because it lacked a sound revolu-
tionary leadership, it lacked organization and
because it was detached from the urban and
rural masses of the people who had not been
prepared for an uprising. The bourgeois anti-
Zogite opposition showed itself entirely incapa-
ble of organizing and leading a broad popular
movement. Moreover, the movement had 3
medley of reactionary fascist elements in its
ranks who tried to wutilize it as a means to
carry out fascist Italy’s plans towards Albania.
The communists who took part in the move-
ment, although determined to carry it through
to the end, did not succeed in becoming the
leadership of the movement, in making all-
round preparations for it or in issuing a clear-
cut political program. All this resulted in tur-
ning the uprising into a mere putsch. Never-
theless, it was a manifestation of indignation
and dissatisfaction against the oppressive land-
lord-bourgeois regime. It was of political signi-
ficance and its echo reached beyond the coun-
try’s boundaries. Public opinion among demo-
crats inside Albania and abroad rose against
the terrorist measures of reprisal that Zog
undertook after the suppression of the uprising.
On the other hand, the uprising, as Ali Kel-
mendi wrote, was «the ordeal by fire
and ‘the touchstone» for the Albanian
communists. He added, «They passed this
test with honor and showed themselves to
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be worthy brothers of the communists of other
lands» 1)

3, — GROWTH OF THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT
AND THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE. FASCIST
DANGER DURING THE 1935-1939 PERIOD

The period from 1930 to 1940 witnessed
major transformations in the economic and
political life of the Soviet Union and the capi-
talist world. For the Soviet Union this was the
period of the struggle for the construction of
socialist society. Guided by their Communist
Party with J. V. Stalin at the head, the Soviet
people turned their country into a major indus-
trial Power with advanced collectivized agricul-
ture. The triumph of the socialist order in the
Soviet Union was of world historical signifi-
cance.

On the other hand, the deep economic crisis
of the period from 1929 to 1933 had shaken
the very foundations of the capitalist world
and had greatly aggravated the contradictions
which were eroding it from within. In order
to pull itself out of this predicament, the
imperialist bourgeoisie of many countries
supported the spread of fascism and the esta-
blishment of fascist regimes, that is, the most
reactionary, terrorist and chauvinist dictator-

1) A. Kelmendi: Report to Comintern on . Dec,
14, 1936. Central Archives of the Party.
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ship of financial capital. The advent to power
of the nazis in 1933 created a dangerous hotbed
of war in Germany. The fascists launched a
frenzied attack on the workers’, communist and
democratic movements and made feverish pre-
parations for aggressive wars. The danger of
another world war became greater with the
attack of militarist Japan on China in 1932
and fascist Italy on Ethiopia in 1935.

The world was threatened by the fascist
danger, by the danger of a second world war,
The so-called «democratic» Western Powers like
Britain, France and USA took no effective
measures to ward off this danger but aided
the militarization of the fascist countries and,
through their ill-famed «non interventions
policy, encouraged fascist aggression with a
view to directing it against the Soviet Union.

Only the Soviet Government and the Commu-
nist Parties of the different countries struggled
with all their might to restrain the aggressors,

The VIIth Congress The new situation crea-
of the Communist ted by the danger of
Internationale fascism set new tasks

for the World Commu-
nist Parties. The VIIth Congress of the Commu-
nist Internationale meeting in Moscow in July
1935 stressed the need to intensify the battle
against the onslaught of capital and fascism.
In connection with this, the Congress set the
task of striving to set up a unified front of the
working class against fascism, by securing the
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unity of action of the workers and, on - this
basis, to form the broad anti-fascist people’s
front. In order to accomplish these tasks and
penetrate among the broad masses of workers,
it was necessary for the communist parties to
surmount a range of weaknesses such as the
survivals of sectarian traditions, to change the
methods of agitation and propaganda, which
were in most cases of an abstract nature, and
to make them as concrete as possible by linking
them with the direct needs and day to day
interests of the masses. The Congress called on
all the peoples to mobilize their forces to aid
the countries fighting for their independence
against the imperialist yoke.

The resolutions of the VIIth Congress of
the Comintern mark a new stage in the fur-
ther development of the international commu-
nist and workers’ movement. Their creative
implemention under the specific conditions of
each country paved the way for the commu-
nists to take the lead among the broad masses
of the people and to become the principal gui-
ding force of the democratic and anti-impe-
rizlist workers movement.

These resolutions drew the peoples’ atten-
tion to the danger of fascism and pointed out
the course they should pursue to prevent its
_advent to power. They were of major impor-
tance to all countries and, especially, to those
countries like Albania which were directly
menaced by fascism.
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Communists in the Lead TUnder the pressu~
of the Growing Revolutio- re of fascist Italy
nary Movement on Albania, in

March 1936, Zog
concluded the Italian-Albanian agreements
which marked a big step in the further subju-

+ gation of Albania by fascist Ifaly.

In these circumstances, in Albania, in addi-
tion to the fight against oppressive capitalist
exploitation and Zog's regime, that against the
fascist enslavers wasever growing in importance.

The Albanian bourgeoisie was closely bound
to Zog's regime and could not lead the struggle to - 3
safeguard the freedom and independence of - °

the country although it had economic contradic-
tions with Italian monopoly capital. Even those
bourgeois democratic forces which continued
their struggle against Zog’s regime and against
subjugation to Italy after the failure of the
Fier uprising, were no longer capable of lea-
ding the anti-Zogite and anti-faseist movement
because of their lack of determination and
organization.

The communists were now the only revo-
lutionary force which could lead the popular
masses in the struggle to attain democratic -
rights and safeguard the freedom and indepen- - -
dence of the country.

The Fier uprising had shaken the Zogite
regime and had discredited its policy. The King
was compelled, as Ali Kelmendi wrote, «to

resort to a demagogical maneuver {o gain time, . .4

to recuperate from the blow he had received -
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and to prepare a second attack against the
people». In October 1935, he appointed a new
«liberal» government which made high-flown
promises of reforms.

The policy of the new government aimed
at consolidating Zoeg's regime, but the wvery
limited freedoms it proclaimed were used by,
the communists to extended their organizing
of the working class and to spread their influ-
ence among the broad masses of people.

In the fall of 1935, the movement startad
at the most important work center of the coun-
try, namely, Kucova (now Stalin-city) run by
the concessionary company AIPA (the Italian
oil company in Albania). About 1,600 Albanian
workers were employed in extracting oil and in
the auxiliary secfors of the oil field. As far
back as 1934, a clandestine nucleus to organize
the trade union of the oil workers had been
formed on the initiative of the communists. In
October 1935 it formed the «Puna» association.
At the beginning it had about 700 members but
one year later this number had risen to over
1,500. In November it was recognized by the
government. Although the Constitution stipula-
ted that «Puna» was established to «safeguard
- the dignity and the interests of its members and
to help them morally and materially», in order
to avoid any obstruction from the government,
it was at once turned into a revolutionary anti-
Zogite and anti-fascist workers' organization.

_ Even prior to receiving official recognition
the «Puna» association of Kugova, presented to
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the government and parliament a petition
requesting the establishment of the 8-hour
workday, measures to improve the conditions
of lodging, food, and hygiene, as well as certain
measures of social insurance. The workers
demanded also that they should not be com-
pelled by the foreign proprietors to give the
fascist salute. When the representative of the
government sent to Kucova rejected the
demands of the workers, they  protested by
launching a short strike and a demonstration
against him. With the government’s support,
AIPA  sacked the leaders and other activists
of the association. As an open anti-Albanian
reprisal, AIPA declared November 28, 1935,
the Day of Independence, as a workday, On
this day the «Puna- association organized g
powerful manifestation directed mainly against
the Italian fascists.

The ranks of organizations created on the
Initiative of the communists and led by them,
increased in December 1935 with the formation
of «the League of the Private Employees of
Korca». Its membership was made up of workers
and employees of trade, bakeries, restaurants,
banks, ete. Since it was not officially authori-
zed, the League began to work in semi-legality.

The Communists were placed at the head
of the working class movement, and the peo-
ple’s anti-Zogite movement, which, in 1936,
entered a new stage of development,

In January of that year the "Puna’ associa-
tion decided to take strike action to win its
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dermands. The first to strike were 400 workers
building the oil pipe-line to the «Uj€t e Ftohté»
(Cold Springs) in Vlora. This strike was follo-
wed by that of the workers at the Kugova elec-
tric power station, and, on February, 11 it took
the character of a general strike. To suppress the
strike the government dispatched a large con-
tingent of gendarms headed by the Minister of
Interior himself, who arrested 60 of the most
advanced workers and deporied 300 others to
various other cities. The general sirike was
suppressed after three days by the interven-
tion of the gendarmerie. The «Puna- associa-
tion practically ceased to exist.

Although it failed, this general strike had
a major significance. It was a revolutionary
school for the workers. On the other hand, it
compelled the government to demand, at least
formally, that the enterpreneurs create more
suitable working conditions.

" Parallel with this, a powerful movement
of protest against famine and against the
Zogite regime was spreading in the other
regions of the country. In the fall of 1935 hun-
ger had reached its height. Thousands of people
were threatened with famine. The army of the
unemployed had increased by leaps and bounds.
The discontent and indignation of the people
of various walks of life, especially of the
masses of the urban and rural poor, was direc-
ted, first and foremost, against the grain specu-
lators with whom the high functionaries of
the regime collaborated. An active role in this
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movement was played by the handicraftsmen
who were being ruined by the competition of
industrial production. Their struggle was nou-
rished by petty bourgeois illusions of perpetuat-
ing small-scale production and putting a stop
to factory production. Although these demands
were utopian, the handicraftsmen’s movement
was in essence a movement directed against the
misery which had belallen the country.

The Korga Communist Group managed to
take advantage of the situation created to lead
. the popular masses and to impart to their
struggle a political character. The communist
fraction of the builders’ «Puna» association, of
the asscciation of shoemakers, tailors, and
others, got busy organizing the movement, in
making it a more compact movement of the
masses and in directing it against the Zogite
regime. On February 21, 1936, there broke out
in Korca the mass demonstration which has
gone down in history as the «Demonstration
for Bread~. Bloody clashes with the gendarme-
rie did not prevent the workers and handicrafts-
men, who were joined by the secondary school
students, from staging another demonstration
in the afternoon. The clashes with the gendar-
mes assumed a more bitter character.

The demonstration for bread in Korca was
the first popular anti-Zog mass action organi-
zed and led by the communists, Although
suppressed, it caused a big sensation throughout
the country and sowed panic among the autho-
rities and the ruling class. On the other hand,

57




ol R oS

FYSCRE R Kb T - M O Rl B

it inspired the masses of the people in other
districts by its example, Hunger demonstrations
broke out also in Gjirokastra, Saranda, Lesko-
vik, Bilisht, Pogradec and Berat. The discontent
of the masses towards Zog’s regime was expres-
sed also by the popular demonstrations which
took place in Vlora in July 1936, and in Elba-
san in October of the same year.

In September 1938, Ali Kelmendi was
expelled from the country by Zog’s government.
Before departing, in Gjirokastra he met Enver
Hoxha who had just returned to Albania and
who distinguished himself as an active commu-
nist militant.

The Communist-led The 1936 events testi-
Press fied to the spreading of

the influence of the
communists among the masses, but on a national
level these successes were still very limited. The
communists carried out their political work of
exposing Zog's regime and its anti-people and
anti-national policy only through agitation
among individuals. Rigorous Zogite censorship
prevented them from expressing their views
openly through the press. Nevertheless, they
succeeded in having their writings of a pro-
gressive democratic nature published in the
bourgeois press organs. In 1834 and 1935, the
communist fraction of the Commitiee for Natio-
nal Liberation had published iwo pamphlets
depicting the whole roftenness and reactio-
nary character of Zog’s regime. These publica-
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tions included a new program of the popular
movement in Albania which envisaged the
organization of the armed uprising of the popu-
lar masses led by the working class to over-
throw Zog's regime and establish the People's
Republic. The Albanian Communist Group in
Lyons (France), on its part, had hegun to
publish «Populli», a militant anti-Zog paper
which was later replaced by «Sazani». But
these materials were confined in Albania mainlv
to a narrow circle of intellectuals.

The need to give wider publicity to the
democratic, anti-feudal, and anti-imperialist
ideas within the country made it necessary
for the communists to use new forms of agi-
tation. They had begun to utilize with success
the cultural and artistic associations. The «Besa
Shqiptare» (= «Albanian Fidelity~} Association,
founded by the students of the Shkodra Gym-
nasium as far back as 1929 and the dramatic
group of the «Puna~» Association in Korgca won
great popularity through their performances
of plays of patriotic, democratic, and anti-im-
perialist content. In addition, the various
communist organizations got busy in publishing
legal organs which would beceme tribunes
for them and the progressive elements of the
country. The communists of the Tirana and
Korca organizations immediately took advan-
tage of the situation created by the advent
to power of the <liberal- government and
published such organs which exerted a wide
influence throughout the country.
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Of these, the publication that lasted lon-
gest was the review «Bota e Re» (= «The New
World») first published in April 1936. Although
it was written in Aesopian language to escape
the censorship, the «Bota e Re» in communist
hands became a powerful weapon for critici-
zing the regime in power and the ills of Alba-
nian society in general. It waged a bitter battle
against the reactionary fascist ideology and
treated the basic social and political problems
facing the people in a revolutionary democra-
tic spirit, calling on Albanian democratic public
opinion to strive to solve them. The «Bota e Re~
became the favorite organ of the democratic
youth and intellectuals whom it imbued with
love for the working people and hatred towards
the exploiting classes of the country.

The Multiplication Of The revolutionary
Communist Organiza- events of the years
tions. The Shkodra Com- 1935 and 1936 were
munist Group an important success
for the communist

movement, but, at the same time, they had
revealed a series of shortcomings in the orga-
nization of the workers’ and anti-Zog move-
ment. The first obvious task was to spread
the communist movement all over the country,
_ to establish sounder relations among the orga-

nizations and to coordinate their activities.

For this purpose in December 1936, the
Korga Communist Group set up a new Mana-
ging Committee charged with the task of

60



developing activities in all the districts of the
country. This Committee’s aim was to become
the guiding center of the Albanian communist
movement. But it did not attain this objective.
New organizations of the Kor¢ca Group were
set up only in Berat and in Tirana, where
the typographers also formed their own asso-
ciation. The work accomplished by this Commit-
tee in the various districts of the country
was of a superficial and sporadic character,
Recruitment of new elements was not on the
basis of a thorough acquaintance with them.
This was how anti-Marxist elements entered
the ranks of the organization and caused da-
mage to the communist movement.
Meanwhile, a new important center of the
Albanian communist ‘'movement was forming
in Shkodra. The first communist organization
founded there as far back as 1934 had exten-
ded its field of operations. New cells and
groups of sympathizers were set up. The
‘Shkodra Communist Group extended its juris-
diction to Tirana, Elbasan, Gjirokastra, Korca
and elsewhere. Regional Committees were set
up in 1937 in Shkodra and Tirana for the pur-

pose of directing these organizations. The

chairman of the group was Zef Mala, an
intellectual with distorted theoretical views
and seriously lacking political clarity.

The activity of the group among the
masses was confined to school and handicraft
circles and to a few work centers. Its most
outstanding achievements were the creation
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of the youth organizations in Shkodra and
Tirana and the carpenters association in Tirana.

The Shkodra Group lacked a clear, defined
political line, a clear-cut organizational form,
sound discipline and secrecy among its ranks.
The cells which, in general, were made up of
three members, engaged mainly in their own
theoretical studies. The literature in use for
this purpose, which included a nurmber of -the
classic works of Marxism-Leninism, helped
spread communist ideas. But Trotskyite and
anarchist literature also circulated among the
organizations of the Shkodra Group, just as
in other groups.

In its course of development, the Alba-
nian communist movement came up against
serious obstacles caused by the Trotskyites.
Coming from Athens to Albania at the begin-
ning of 1937, Andrea Zisi (under the pseudonym
«Zjarri» = «Fire~) claimed that he was the
chairman of the so-called «Albanian Commu-
nist Parfy» formed in Greece and allegedly
recoghized by the Comintern. In fact, he was
the leader of a Trotskyite group set up in
Athens in 1936 and known by the name
«Zjarri». A. Zisi had undertaken the task of
merging the Albapian communist groups with
his «party~» and force them to accept his anti-
Marxist line, The Korca Group gave no recog-
nition to the A. Zisi’s «party» and expressed
its willingness to collaborate with him provided
he accepted the Group’s platform. Meanwhile,
A. Zisi esiablished links with factionist Niko
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Xoxi with whom he found 3 common language.
The two coordinated their efforts to fight the
Korca Communist Group.

Aristidh Qendro, on his part, had begun
to engage in hostile activity against the commu-
nist movement in Tirana. Formally he figured
as a member of the Kor¢a Group. Lack of
control by the leaders of the Group had enab-
led him to act without being exposed. On
behalf of the Group he had recruited a number
of members in Tirana whom he imbued with
his own anti~-Marxist views, By 1937, these
had completely degenerated into a group of
Trotskyites.

It was at this time that the Shkodra Group
made its initial efforts to link up with the
Korga Group. In a letter addressed to the
Kor¢a communists in 1937 it asked them,
as the more experienced, to help in matters
of organization. The readiness shown by the
Korca Group to help was sabotaged by N,
Xoxi. Posing as the representative of the Korca
Communist Group, he had informed the Shko-
dra Group of the creation of «the Albanisn
Communist Party» in Greece and of the immi-
nent arrival of «its Central Committee- in
Albania. Niko Xoxi accused the Tleaders of
the Korca Group and Ali Kelmendi of being
nationalists and splitters of the communist
movement. His views found favorable soil
among the leaders of the Shkodra Group among
whom ideological unclarity prevailed. Zef Mala
and Niko Xoxi became, in fact, the principal
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leaders of the group. The approach and colla-
boration between these two main communist
groups was undermined.

This split greatly jeopardized the commu-
nist movement and, consequently, the revolu-
tionary democratic movement as a whole. It
was in this plight when the frenzied anti-
communist campaign broke out following the
advent to power of the new reactionary govern-
ment in November 1936. This government
resorted to brutal persecutions against the
communists and all the progressive elements.
It dissolved the workers’ associations, prohibi-
ted the formation of new associations and per-
mitted only the formation of workers’ corpora-
tions of the fascist type under the direct super-
vision of government authorities. Progressive
publications were banned and strict censorship
was imposed on all books and organs of the
press published in the country or brought from
outside. In 1937, Zog imprisoned most of the
communist officers.

Zog's government, on the other hand, had
allowed the spread of fascism far and wide
in Albania. Mussolini’s special envoys set to

fascist pattern. In Korca, they set up «the
committee of action- composed of Albanian
fascist elements, and throughout the country
they organized a wide network of agents whose
duty it was to pave the way to the complete
enslavement of the country by Italy. The
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reactionary  Catholic clergy had a special
mission in the achieving of this end.

Zog unreservedly supported the counter-
revolutionary uprising which had broken out
in Spain in 1936 and recognized Franco's fascist
government.

Zog's deeply reactionary and pro-fascist
policy aroused great concern among the Alba-
nian communists and patriots for the future
of the country’s independence. They were beco-
ming more and more aware of the fascist
danger to Albania and all the peoples of the
world. In this direction, the resolutions of the
Vilth Congress of the Comintern were of great
assistance. The Albanian communists conside-
red the just war of the Spanish people as a war
in defense of the interests of Albania as well.
Their hatred towards fascism and their spirit
of proletarian internationalism was expressed
with special force by the Albanian communists
end anti-fascists through their willingnessto go
to Spain as volunteers. As far back as 1936, the
Communist Groups sent members there to fight
side by side with the Spanish people. The
Albanian volunicers, among whom were
Mehmet Shehu, Asim Vokshi, Thimjo Gogozoto,
Ramiz Varvarica, Zef Hoti, Musa Fratari and
others fought courageously against fascism in
the ranks of the International Brigades. Many
of them fell martyrs in the field of battle
while Teni Koncmi, member of the leadership

of the Kor¢a Communist Group, was murdered

by the fascists before setting foot on Spanish soil.
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The New Line of the In circumstances of the
Albanian Communist increasing fascist dan-
Movement ger for Albania, it be-

came imperative for the
communist groups not only to collaborate
more closely, but also to re-organize all their
work to comply with the resolutions of the
VIIth Congress of the Communist Internationale.
The first attempts to carry out the new line of
the Comintern were made by the Albanian
communists abroad. On the initiative of the
communist fraction of the National Liberation
Committee in Paris, there was set up in March,
1936, the «Democratic Front» of the political
organizations of Albanian exiles. But the con-
servative section of the anti-Zog bourgeoisie
in exile, represented at this front by the
Bashkimi Kombétar {(= «National Union»), had
degenerated politically and was incapable of
undertaking patriotic and revolutionary actions.
The result was that the «Democratic Fronts
was soon dissolved.

The communist groups within the country
had not yet established regular communications
with the Comintern because here was no offi-
cially recognized party. Nevertheless, the Co-
mintern was now and then informed of the
activily of the communist groups in Albania by
Ali Kelmendi and the Albanian communists
residing in France.

In December 1936, Ali Kelmendi subrmttec!
a report at a meeting of the Albanian commu-
nist activists working abroad. This meeting was
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called together in Mt cow on the initiative.
of the Balkan Section of the Comintern
for the purpose of analyzing the situation in
the Albanian communist ‘movement and of
determining the tasks that lay before it in the
light of the directives of the VIIth Congress
of the Comintern. Ali Kelmendi called for an
intensification of the work to organize and
set up a communist party. An important mea-
sure in this regard would be to set up an orga-
nizational center in Albania which would
rely on the existing groups and, pri-
marily, on the Korca group. The duty
of this center would be «to consolidate
and guide the existing communist groups, to
organize the communist movement throughout
Albania as well as 1o call a Constituent Con~
gress of the Communist Party of Albania»1)..
Ali Kelmendi considered it necessary to have
an. independent communist organization which
would lead the trade union and anti-fascist
movement, On the Iinitiative and under
the pguidance of the communists, an un-
derground and ceniralized organization of a
democratic and anti-fascist character should be
set up to fight against Zog's regime and the
Italian imperialists, to establish a democratic
republic, and to annul the enslaving agree-
ments with fascist Italy. A popular front would
be set up on the basis of this organization.

1) A. Kelmendi. Report to the Comintern, 14th
December, 1936. Central Archives of the Party.
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After examining the report, the meeting
took decisions which were also approved by
the Comintern. In line with these decisions,
a clandestine organization of a democratic and
anti-fascist character was to be set up in
Albania. It would be under the leadership of a
Central Committee composed of communists
and patriotic nationalists. The communist
nucleus of this committee would be made up
of five persons who would work on the spot.
This organization would serve as a vantage
point for the establishment of the popular
front. With regard to the communist organiza-
tions, Comintern proceeded from the fact that
the old cells were detached from the masses
and shut in their own shell and, as such, they
were incapable of carrying out the new line.
Therefore, they and their leading forums should
be temporarily dissolved and re-organized on
a party basis after having established sound
foundations among the masses by working
through the legally authorized associations.
Contacts among communists should.be personal.
The functions of the communist organizing
center should be exercised by the communist
nucleus of the Central Committee pending the
formation of the party. The minimum program
of the communists, which would also be the
political platform of the new organization, con-
sisted of two principal tasks, namely, (a) the
struggle in defense of national rights and (b)
the struggle in defense of democratic. rights,
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based on the most elementary demands of the
masses of the people. For the defense of natio-
nal independence, the new organization would
collaborate with all classes, social strata and
elements who were in favor of the struggle
against fascist bondage. The propagation of the
new line would be done by a clandestine paper
which would be published by the communists.

Ali Kelmendi and Kogo Tashko were char-
ged with transmitting these instructions to Al-
bania. Ali Kelmendi went to France to make
arrangements to enter his homeland. While
there, he had to do a lot of persuasive work
among the Albanian communists and exiles
to carry out the new line. He devoted special
attention to exposing the hostile activity of a
member of the communist fraction of the Natio-
nal Liberation Committee, Llazar Fundo, who
tried to wreck the whole work done by the
Albanian communists in France. Llazar Fundo
sabotaged the work of sending Albanian volun-
teers to Spain to fight against fascism and,
finally, came out in the open against the Soviet
Union taking under his protection the Bukha-
rinites, Trotskyites, and other hostile elements
condemned by the Communist (Bolshevik)
Party of the Soviet Union. He was condemned
as a traitor to communism, as an agent pro-
vocateur of imperialism, and was expelled from
the ranks of the Albanian communist move~
ment.

Illness prevented Ali Kelmendi from return-
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ing to his home country to carry out the
mission entrusted to him. He died in Paris
on February 11, 1939.

Attempts to Carry Out The Korca Group
the New Line in Albania was the first to learn
of the new instruc-
tions of the Comintern in the fall of 1937.
After studying the new line, the leaders of this
Group accepted it as a platform for their fur-
ther activity, although they had some reser-
vations about dissolving the communist cells
and committees and hesitated at first to carry
it out. The Group appointed its own represen-
tative in the communist nucleus of the Central
Committee. It decided to put the new instruc-
tions into practice, intensifying the work with
the masses in legally set up organizations like
the handicraftsmen’s associations, county, muni-
cipal and chamber of commerce councils, among
para-military groups, students’ out-of-school
associations, in the legal press organs, etc.
From the beginning, the spread of the new
line in the other communist organizations of
the country came up against the obstruction
of the leaders of the Shkodra Group. Zef Mala
and Niko Xoxi rejected the new line, saying
that, in principle, they were for direct social
-and not for national revolution, that they were
" opposed to imperialism but urwilling to colla-
borate with the nationalists, that they were in
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" favor of direct action when the time came, and
not of dilatory and round-about actions, and
S0 on. ‘

The new line was opposed also by the
Tirana Trotskyite organization headed by
Aristidh Qendro who, like Zef Mala, considered
collaboration with patriotic nationalists and the
" establishment of the People’s Front as a betray-
al to the working class.

The political and ideological enlightenment
of the communists, exposure' of Trotskyites,
and the incorporation of the sound communist
forces into a single Albanian communist parly
required hard and persistent work. But those
who took this task upon themselves recoiled
before difficulties. The communist nucleus in
the Central Committee of the new organization
which was to be formed never acted as such
at any ftime. Its members were not people
prepared to make sacrifices. Koco Tashko him-
self, who had brought the new directives and
had the main responsiblity for applying them,
proved to be quite incapable, from the political
and organizational point of view, of carrying
them out.

The Korga Group, on their part, remained
confined to their city. In March 1938, they
dissolved their cells. This caused some confu-
sion and disintegration among the communists
who considered the cell as the most suitable
form in which to be educated with the Marxist
jdeology and to examine collectively the pro-
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blems of the workers’ movement. Nevertheless,
both before the dissolution of cells and after,
the communists of the Group did their best
to carry out the new line in Korca and scored
important success. They assumed the leader-
ship of the city’s democratic movement and
extended their influence among the masses
ol the people who considered the communists
as the most resolute champions of the people’s
interests. This became evident in the elections
to county councils, to the council of the cham-
ber of commerce, to the «Rinia Korgare»
(= «Kor¢a Youth») out-of-school organization
etc, and especially, at the municipal elections.
The communists presented the list of candida-
tes of the democratic bloc, which included side
by side with them also progressive bourgeois
elements, for the new municipal council, In
the June elections, the communists scored a
brilliant victory. The democratic bloe won 869/,
of the votes, against the list sponsored by the
capitalist group of the «General Electric Com-
pany», although the latter spent large sums of
money for elections and had the powerful back-
ing of the State organs. With their work the
communists shook the masses of electors out
of the political lethargy and indifference into
which they had sunk, and involved them actively
in the political life of the city. The new muni-
cipal council of Kor¢a led by the communists
took a number of steps of a democratic nature
which were unprecedented in the practice of
the municipal councils of the country. It held
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open meetings so that the electors might super-
vise its activity, it rid the municipal adminis-
trative apparatus of reactionary employees and
replaced them with communists and democrats.
It used part of the municipal funds to give
financial aid to the poor and to build streets,
aqueducts etc, in the city quarters of the
poor. It brought charges in court against the
«General Electric Company» with a view to
annuiling the  concession it had obtained
through bribery, etc.

The democratic bloc put forward by the
branch of the Korca Communist Group in
Durrés also won at the municipal elections held
in July that year in that city. There were
similar successes in Gjirokastra and Peqin.

The Disputes Between The Korca Group
the Korca Group and atiached special im-
that of Shkodra Become portance to the strug-
More Acute gle against fascism

_ which was jeopardiz-
ing the freedom and independence of the
country. This struggle was a fundamental stra-
tegic task of the communists. The «Pérpara» (=
«Forward») illegal organ which the Group star-
ted to publish in autumn 1937, for the purpose
of educating its members and propagating the
new line, denounced fascism as a regime of
exploitation, oppression and war, laid bare the
true features of the initiators of the fascist
movement in Albania and of their supporters —
the landlords, the upper merchant class and
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usurers — and exposed them as enemies to
the people. This periodical warned the commu-
nists against the fascist danger threatening the
country and called on them to muobilize the
people in struggle against it. The Korga Group
did not confine themselves to propagating the
jdea of setting up a broad anti-fascist move-
ment, but resorted to direct action as well.
In 1938, the communists engaged in street
fighting with the members of the «Fascist
Committee» operating in Albania. They frus-
trated all attempts to organize our youth on
Italian fascist lines.

The Kor¢ca Group pursued a correct gene-
ral line towards the internal problems of the
country. In conformity with the resolutions
of the VII Congress of the Comintern, in
their periodical «Pérpara» they expounded in
theory the necessity for the communists to esta-
blish close links with the broad masses, to lead
the masses in their day to day struggle for
their most elementary political and economic

rights, and to set up a people’s front which
" would mobilize the masses for struggle against
the fascist menace. On this basis the Korca
Group put forward their minimum program
calling for struggle a) for the national rights
of the people against imperialism; b) for the
democratic rights of the people against viola-
tions of the national constitution and attempts
to implant fascism in Albania; ¢} for peace
against war and d) for the elementary economic
rights of the people.
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«Pérpara» pointed out that in a semi-
colonial country like Albania there existed not
only a social but a national problem as well,
that the latter had priority and that the natio-
nal movement in which the broad masses of
the people were interested, could and should
be helped by the social movement of the work-
ing class, that this was the only class capable
of leading the masses and loyally defending
their interests. . To confine oneself to and
engage in battle with the forces of the working
class alone, without mobilizing the national
forces, «Pérpara» emphasized, was dangerous
adventurism,

«We are obliged to work wherever
people come  together,' the Korca
Group organ wrote, «in State organi-

- zations, schools, clubs, religious congre-
gations, women’s associations and
elsewhere. Our legally-approved pro-
gram and tactics are to facilitate our
work in organizations authorized or set
up by the State. Now we are obliged to
work in a round about way for the
sole reason of gathering forces in order
to eventually engage in direct actions.
Power lies with the people; without
the masses we are but a handful of
persons. .. .» 1),

1) «The National Movement and the Social Move-
ment» — «Pérpara», Sept. 1938. Central Archives of
the Party.

75




The Korca Communist Group attached
major importance to the movement against
Italian imperialism. This movement had swept
with it various social strata and was considered
a sound basis on which to set up the popular
front.

The application of this line brought a num-
ber of successes to the Korga Communist Group,.
but only within the city. The Group had a
very narrow view of the basis on which the
popular front should be formed in a backward
agrarian couniry like Albania at that time,
where the peasantry made up the overwhel-
ming majority of the population. While preach-
ing the need to proceed from the working
class to the other strata of the people, this
group did almost nothing for the countryside,
for the alliance of the working class with the
laboring peasantry without whom no popular
front could be set up.

The Shkodra Group, on their part, had
not drawn the necessary lessons from ‘the
successes scored by the communists in the
elections of councils of wvarious institutions
in Korca, Durrés and elsewhere. Instead of
striving to unite the communists of the coun-
iry and to'extend their contact with the broad
masses of the people, the top leaders of this
Group pursued the course of splitting and figh-
ting against the Kor¢ca Group which had adopted
the new line of action. A negative role in this.
conflict was played by <«Buletini Jeshils (=
«The Green Bulletin»), the illegal publication:

76




of the Shkodra Group appearing in the latter
half of 1938. This organ pubiished fragments
from the classies of Marxism-Leninism, mate-
rials speaking of the successes achieved by
the Soviet Union in secialist construction, of
the superiority of the Soviet socialist system
over capitalism, materials which exposed the
Zogite regime, fascissn and Italy’s enslaving
policy towards Albania, and so on. These writ-
ings were a positive contribution of great sig- :
nificance to the Albanian Communist move- .
ment. But, on the other hand, through the
«Buletini Jeshils, the Shkodra Communist
Group tried to justify theoretically the line

they pursued, advancing erroneous theses and
maintaining an anti-Marxist stand imposed

by Zef Mala and Niko Xoxi ftowards the basic
problem of sefting up a popular anti-fascist .
front.

The anti-Marxist views of the leaders of-
the Shkodra Group had their origin in their
erronecus concepts of the role of the social
classes and strata in the Albanian revolutionary
movement and in the situation created in Alba-.
nia by the enslaving policy of Italian fascism.
They said that in Albania there existed no
proletariat and bourgeoisie in the real sense
of the word, that the handicraftsmen were the
most revolutionary part of the population and
that the peasantry would become the allies of
the proletariat when the latter emerged as a
result of the further capitalist development of
the country and became capable of taking

77



up the banner of socialist revolution. In their
view, since there was no proletariat and. no
bourgeoisie, no genuine class struggle could
be waged and, as a consequence, conditions for
revolution were not yet ripe. They also main-
tained that the communist movement had come
into being in Albania not as an absolute
necessity of the working class in order to fight
against the capitalists but as a result of foreign
influences. Under these circumstances, since
this movement was already afoot, the duty of
the communists was to educate and train
cadres who would eventually start agitation
among the broad masses of people, would
draw the proletariat behind them and would
take the direction of the communist revolution
into their own hands. It was with these cadres,
theoretically educated and ftrained, that they
intended to form the Albanian Communist
Party.

Failing to grasp the political changes that
had taken place in Albania and in the world
the leaders of the Shkodra group were unable

.to work out a correct revolutionary line com-
patible with these conditions. They rejected
the Comintern’s directive to set up a popular
front, saying in justification that Albania was
a semi-colonial country without distinct classes,
witheut a proletariat, without a communist
party, without other political parties, beset with
general ignorance, and so on. The leaders of
the Shkodra Group were not opposed to the
establishment of a democratic, anti-imperia-
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list and anti-fascist order, but they wanted to
direct the main forces towards the establish-
ment of a proletarian socialist democracy, For
this reason, they wanted to proceed along the
path of establishing a Socialist Federation in
the Balkans. These views sowed ideological
confusion among the members of the Group.

The ideological and political disagreements
between the two Groups regarding the appli-
cation of Marxism-Leninism under the con-
crete historical conditions of the country be-
came more acufe, This conflict extended also
to the field of organization and assumed an
unprincipled character.

The War Against Meanwhile, the danger
Fascist Aggression of Ttalian fascist aggres-
sion against Albania
became more and more imminent. In January
1939, fascist Dictator Benito Mussolini endor-
sed the plan of the military occupation of
Albania. The leaders of the Kor¢a Communist
Group were of the opinion that the appropriate
conditions had arisen for the formation of a
broad front against Italian imperialism. They
tried to persuade the communists of the other
groups and the patriotic nationalists of the
necessity of uniting and collaborating against
the imminent fascist aggression. But these
efforts were not persistent enough and there-
fore came to naught.
On the other hand, Zog had no intention
whatsoever of organizing resistance against
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Italian aggression and, least of all, of collabo-
rating with the communists. Up to the last
moment he hoped to come to terms with the
Italian fascists making new concessions io them
for the purpose of retaining his royal throne.
At the same time, he took ruthless repressive
measures against the communists. Zog's police
detected and arrested most of the members
-of the Shkodra Group. Under examination and
at their trial in January 1939, the leaders of
this Group, Zef Mala and Niko Xoxi
betrayed the activity of the Group, the names
of their comrades and of some of the members
of the Korca Group. 75 persons appeared before
the court accused of aitempting to overthrow
the regime by force. 18-year old communist
Qemal Stafa, like many of his comrades, main-
tained a manly stand in court. He declared that
he was and would remain dedicated commu-
nist and that communism would save the
masses of oppressed workers. The court impo-
- sed various sentences on 52 persons.

This was a heavy blow to the Albanian
communist movement. It resulted from defec-
tive security and the betrayal by the leaders
of the Shkodra Communist Group who did not
consider it a grave blunder to betray their
collaborators to the police and in court. They
pretended that this was a test of the resolu-
teness of their comrades under torture.

The international situation was worsening.
The fascist States had greatly increased their
war preparations. Hitlerite Germany had occu-
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pied Austria in 1938 and, after the Munich
capitulation by the Western Powers, occupied
Czechoslovakia in March 1939 while the fas-
cist troops in Spain were achieving the suppres-
sion'of the Spanish republican forces.

" On March 23, 1939, fascist Ttaly teok the
final decision on the military occupation’ of
Albania. Zog tried his utmost to conceal’ the
tension that had arisen in Albanian-Ttalian
relations. Nevertheless, the Albanian people
had learned of the sinister plans of fascism at
the beginning of April. A wave of indignation

swept the whole country. The Albanian commu-

nists, though few in number, became the .orga-
nizers of powerful anti-fascist demonstrations
throughout the country. On the initiative of
the communists and patriotic nationalists, cen-
ters were set up in Tirana and other cities,
to recruit volunteers to offer. resistance to fas-
cist aggression. The communists held in jail
and in concentration camps asked the govern-
ment to be sent to the forefront of battle
against the aggression. Bui the organization of
popular resistance was sabotaged by Zog and
his clique. The Albanian people, who were all
up and ready to fight in defense of their
freedom and independence, found themselves
unarmed, betrayed by the ruling classes, the
government and the king, and without assis-
tance and support from abroad. At these criti-
cal moments for the destiny of their home-
land, the communist groups, split and at logger-
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heads with one another, were unable to set up
a single leadership and mobilize the people
for armed action against the aggressors.

On April 7, 1939, Italian fascist troops
attacked Albania. Zog and his clique fled the
country leaving it to the mercy of fate. The
Albanian army, paralyzed by the Italian mili-
tary specialists and their own pro-fascist offi-
cers, broke up without offering any resistance,
Against all these odds, groups of patriots fought
heroically, rifle in hand, against the aggressors
in Durrés, Saranda, Shéngjin, Shkodra and
Vlora, but the superior forces of the enemy
suppressed this resistance. In a few days the
country was overrun by the fascists. But the
Albanian people were not subdued. They open-
ly manifested -their deep hatred against the
Italian invaders and never recognized the fo-
reign occupation regime.

The occupation of Albania came as a logi-
cal consequence of the aggresive policy of
Italian fascism, of the capitulating, anti-natio-
nal and anti-popular policy pursued by Zog’s
regime, and of the policy of «nen-interven-
tion» of the western capitalist powers which
hastened to recognize this oceupation. Only the
Soviet Union, loyal to its policy of defending
the countries menaced by fascism, raised its
voice against this aggression. A wave of indig-
nation and protest broke out among the Alba-
nian colonists abroad. Progressive public opi-
nion in general throughout the world also de-
nounced the Italian aggression against Albania.
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4. — THE FOUNDING OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY
— HISTORICALLY IMPERATIVE UNDER CONDI-
TIONS OF THE WAR FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION

The occupation of Albania was part of the
general plan the fascist powers had begun to
put into effect for establishing their domination
of the world. The policy of repeated concessions
pursued by Britain, France and the USA had
further incited the aggressive aims of fascism.
The talks which England and France had begun
in 1939 with the Soviet Union under pressure
from public opinion, were used by these
powers as a smokescreen behind which to
conceal their attempts to come to terms with
Hitler. With a view to gaining time for streng-
thening its defenses and to avoiding a war on
two-fronts — against Germany and Japan, — the
Soviet Union, in 1939, signed a treaty of neon-
aggression with Germany. In the early days
of September, after the Hitlerites had attacked
Poland, Britain and France, faced with fascist
aggression which was being directed against
them also declared war on nazi Germany:

Thus, the Second World War started as a
war between the two main imperialist blocs.
It was a result of the inevitable contradictions
of the capitalist system in the epoch of the
general crisis of imperialism. But, on the other
hand, the people had risen against the fascist
aggression and bondage. Their fight in defense
of freedom and independence and to rid them-
selves of foreign bondage was a just anti-
fascist war.
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The Establishinent of © The ocelipdtion of Al-
the Fascist Regime of bania by Ttaly began a
Occlipation’ ~ ~  grim ‘period of fasdist
enslavement for the Al-
banian people. The Italian invaders kept the
landlord-bourgeois order intact. On the other
hand, they took immediate steps to carry out
a ‘broad program of  political, economic and
organizational measures aimed at legalizing
and -enforcing the occupation regime, at Italia-
nizing the country and plundering its resources
with a view to turning it into a base for exten-
ding their aggression in the Balkans and. to-
wards the East. i :
“vo-The Italian fascists tried to achieve these
ends through ‘both demagogy and force. With
a view to concealing the annexation, they
called together a «Constituent Assembly» which
proclaimed the «personal union- of Albania
with Italy, offered the crown of Albania. to
the italian King, Victor Emmanuel, and appoin-
ted an Albanian puppet Governmerit headed
by big land-owner, Shefqet Verlaci. In reality,
Albania was turned into a province of the
Italian Empire under the fascist dictatorship.
The IHalian «Viceroy» (Luogotenente) exerci-
sed all state power on behalf of and in the
name of the king carrying out to the letter the
orders of the Rome Government. The Albanian
puppet Government was simply an interme-
diary ‘organ transmitting the will of fascist
dictator Mussolini and the Viceroy. The Alba-
nian Ministry for Foreign Affairs was eclosed.
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Its functions were turned over to the Ifalian
Ministry for Foreign Affairs. The other Minis-
tries .were, in fact, directed by the Italian
«advisers». The Albanian armed forces became
part of the imperial army and took their
orders from the Italian headquarters. The Con-
vention on the «equality of civil and political
rights» in Albania between Italian and Alba-
nian citizens was accompanied with the influx
of tens of thousands of Italian colonists (work-
ers, farmers, specialists, teachers, entrepre-
neurs, merchants, employees etc.). These, toge-
ther with the occupaiion troops mad up the
force which aimed, inter alia, at the complete
colonization and fascistization of the country.

On the one hand, the Itallan invaders
tried to preserve the semblance of an Albanian
State while, on the other, they officially pro-
claimed Italy and Albania as a «single terri-
tory>. There was an unimpeded onflow of
Italian capital into Albania. The Italian capi-
talists became the absoluie masters of the eco-
nomy of the country, turning it wholly into
a base for raw materials and a closed market
for their goods.

The Italian Government made feverish
preparations to transform Albania into a mili-
tary base for aggression against the neighboring
Balkan countiries. The building of new strate-
gic roads, barracks, airfields, fortifications etc.
served this purpose.

In its palicy of occupying Albania and tur-
ning it into a province of Italy, Mussolini’s
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Government{ had the full support of the reac-
tionary ruling classes of the couniry. As far
back as 1939, fascist Italy had set up a power-
ful agency among these classes and among
the ranks of the bourgeois political exiles which
served it faithfully in the enslavement of the
Albanian people. Tending to place their pro-
perty interests above those of the nation the
Albanian landed gentry in general maintained
the same attitude. They had always maintained
close relations with the foreign rulers wha
could ensure their class privileges. As traditio-
nal political turncoats, the landed gentry had
no difficulty in abandoning Zog and linking
up with the Italian invaders and supporting
their policy in Albania since Ttalian fascism
championed their class interests. Similar inte-
rests threw the tribal chieftains into the lap
of fascism, too. The Italian invaders managed
to take advantage of the ignorance of these
patriarchal survivals and fondle their ambi-
tions, thus making them blind tools of fascism
in Albania.

The interests of the country were betrayed
also by the Albanian reactionary bourgeoisie
the greatest part of which was made up of the
upper merchant bourgeoisie, They had long
given up fighting in defense of the freedom
and independence of the country and had
become a counter-revolutionary and anti-natio-
nal force. The Italian invasion promoted the
development of trade. The Albanian upper
merchants together with the landed gentry
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and the high fascist functionaries became inter-
mediaries and collaborators of  the Italian
monopolies in exploiting the Albanian market.
Many of the local industrialists who had their
sactories closed because of difficulties created
by Italian competition became traders and accu-
mulated considerable wealth. Thus the grand
bourgeoisie became an appendage of the ocecu-
pationists. The reactionary clergy. too, became
a tool in the hands of fascism. The invaders
appointed representatives of these classes and
social strata to high posts in the fascist admi-
nistration hoping in that way to ensure for
themselves a guiet domination over Albania.

The consequences of the establishment of
the fascist regime were very soon felt by the
Albanian people who lost all their freedom
and national independence. Right from the
start hundreds of Albanian patriots were
confined in jails and deported to concentration
camps in Italy. The fascists set up a powerful
police apparatus in order to mop up «suspects
and persons potentially dangerous to the
regime~». The employees were forced to swear
allegiance to the king or lose their jobs. Fascist
law created an atmosphere of terror and inse-
curity throughout the land.

On the other hand, the apparent impro-
vement of the economic situation brought
about by the temporary elimination of unem-
ployment through large construction schemes,
mainly of military character, and through
dumping cheap TItalian commodities on the
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market, ended very soon in fiasco, Workshops
of Albanian handicrafts closed door one after
another because they could not compete with
Italian industry. Ruin of the handicraftsmen
became general. Albanian workers were for-
ced to work ten hours a day for wages which
with the constant rise of prices, could provide
only for a hand to mouth existence, Discrimi-
nation between Albanian and Italian workers
after the occupation became even more blatant,
There was no protection or labor insu-
rance for Albanian workers. The Italian enter-
prises had the right to extend the workday
whenever they judged their work to be of an
extraordinary and essential nature. .

The systematic plunder by the invaders alse
affected the interests of the peasantry. Compul-
sory delivery of agricultural products at very
low prices to capitalist firms, the expropriation
of small farmers by the Italian banks, and the
confiscation of thousands of hectares of land
for. military needs, deepened the process of im-
poverishment of the masses of the peasantry.

The Beginnings of the The loss of freedom
National-liberation Mo- and national indepen-
vement. In the Order dence shook the. Al
of the Day: The Union banian people, deep-
of the Communisis, ly affected their tra-

ditional sentiments of
ardent love of country and national pride.
Their. hatred of the invaders grew from day
to day. This resentment was expressed in
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various ways: in their sabotaging all plans
of TItalianizing and fascistizing the Alban-
ian people, in their refusing to enrol- in
the fascist party and other fascist organi-
zations, in their resistance against the laws of
the occupation regime, ete. The ‘workers. and
school youth were outstanding in this resistance.
Under Ttalian occupation, the workers’
movement assumed a proncunced anti-fascist
political character. Factories and large work-
sites became hotbeds of opposition against the
capitalist exploiters and the invaders. Frequent
strikes took place in various cities. The work-
ers went on strike not only for economic claims
but alse to express their indignation and to
sabotage production for the invaders.
Secondary schools became centers of a
fiery movement against fascism. Even before
occupation, the school youth had stood out
for their patriotic and democrati¢ sentimients,
Under the influence and guildance of the
communist. groups, they had become resolute
fighters against Zog’s regime, against obscu-
rantism, and against fascism. In addition they
had become the bearers of communist ang
revolutionary democratic ideas to the masses,
After occupation, the school youth were among
the first to express firmly their hatred towards
the fascist invaders. They opposed and sabota-
ged the spread of fascist culture, leading
demonstrations and protests against fascism,
propagating ideas of militant patriotism and
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communism. In this respect, the school youth
served as a sound support of the communist
and the anti-fascist movement in general.

The new situation created after occupation
raised the fundamental task of arousing all the
people in struggle to frustrate the fascist plan
of Italianizing and plundering the country,
to free Albania and to regain national indepen-
dence.

The accomplishment of this task called for
a revolutionary leadership to work out the
political platform of the anti-fascist fight, to
mobilize and organize the people for this
struggle. '

A leadership of this kind was lacking. The
Communist Groups were the only political
organizations concerned about the destiny of
the homeland and people in those critical days.
These groups maintained a resolute stand
against the regime of occupation. But discord
prevented them from working. out a common
line for the liberation struggle, for linking up
with the popular masses and becoming their
leadership.

The necessity for the unmiting of these
groups and the creation of a single communist
party was a matter of urgency. The accomplish-
ment of this task was not easy. It was necessa-
ry to overcome major obstacles in order to
remove all disagreements and divisions which
were nurtured especially by their leaders,
although the need for unity was already felt
by the majority of the communists.
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To achieve the union of communist forces
and organize the antifascist struggle, the old
course of negotiations among the leaders was
pursued. The two opposing views regarding
the character of the war again came to grips
at these negotiations. The leaders of the Korca
Group insisted on organizing the national-libe-
ration war with the participation of all the
classes and social strata who were willing 1o
fight against the foreign invaders. The leaders
of the Shkodra Group and other organizations,
who had not given up their sectarian stand
adapted their old views to the new situation.
They were of the opinion that, as a result of
the Italian occupation, Albania was embarking
on the road to a speedy capitalist development.
Consequently, the growth of the working class
would create the basis for a socialist revolution!

The negotiations between the leaders of
the Kor¢ca and Shkodra Groups led to the for-
mation, in the fall of 1939, of a so-called joint
«Central Committee» made up of an equal
number of members, two from each group.
This agreement was nothing but a «social
demoecratic compromise-, 1}. It did not envisage
the fusion of the two groups into a single
organization. The groups still remained sepa-
rated each preserving its own views and not
purging their ranks of anti-Marxist elements.

1) Resolution of the Meeting of Communist
Groups, November, 1941, Principal documents of the
Party of Labor of Albania, Tirana 1960; vol. I, p. 14,
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The leaders of the Shkodra Group accepted
only the expulsion of Trotskyite Niko: Xoxi.
Built. on such weak foundations, this -union-
from above remained altogether formal. .
‘While the negotiations among the leaders
of the communist groups dragged along for
months, the popuiar anti-fascist movement was
growing all cver the country. The communists
stood at the head of this movement. After
the occupation of the country, a radical change
had taken place in their understanding. The
rank and file members of these groups were
becoming more and more aware that unity
could not .be achieved through sterile talks
among chiefs but through a common struggle
against the fascist invaders. This gradually
pushed the political and ideological differences
into the background. The authority and .influ-
ence of the chiefs upon the rank and file of
the groups had declined. On their own initia-
tive, the communists threw themselves into
struggle against the foreign occupiers and
became agitators for the liberation war. On
Flag Day, November 28, 1939, they led mass
anti-fascist demonsirations in the principal
cities of the country. The demonstrations were
conducted under the slogans: «Long live free
Albania'», «Liberty or death!». The communists
were the inspirers and leaders of the anti-
fascist movement of the workers and the school
youth.
«At war and at grips with the invaders
and Quislings, united, for a single
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purpose: the liberation of the country
from the invaders, the sound commu-
nists at the grassroots of the various
groups were forging links with 'one
another in blood, forgetting their
squabbles and feuds, crystallizing out
a correct communist line, and deman-
ding union into a single party ‘as ’a
conditio sine gua non’ for organizing
and guiding the war of liberations 13,

The successes scored by the communists
in organizing the anti-fascist movement during
the early months after the occupation oft'the
country served as an encouragement for ‘the
Korga Communist Group to strengthen and
extend its field of activity to the other districts
of the country and to put an end to the localism
which had been an obstacle. At the beginning
of 1940, it organized a branch in Tirans,
Enver Hoxha was assigned to the leadership
of this branch. : -

Enver Hoxha Enver Hoxha was born

% B . on October 16, 1908 in
Gjirckastra. He spent the early years of his
life at a very eritical period for the country
when foreign invaders, who followed in succes-

1) Enver Hoxha: Report of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of Albania. The 1st Con-
gress of the Communist Party of Albania, ‘Tirana
1950, p. 59. ’
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sion, burnt and laid waste whole districts,
committed mass murders of the population and
spread misery everywhere. Life taught him to
hate the enemies of the country and, although
still young, to join the 1924 democratic move-
ment.

At the Korca Lyceum, from which he gra-
duated in 1930, Enver Hoxha experienced for
the first time the brutality of the Zogite autho-
rities and their jail, for having organized with
his comrades a rally of protest against thefts

perpetrated at the expense of the student body.

He went to France to pursue his higher
studies. His pronounced democratic propensi-
ties made Enver Hoxha a sympathizer of the
French communist movement. In Paris he esta-
blished connections with the editorial board of
«L'Humanité», organ of the Central Committee
of the French Communist Party, to which he
contributed materials denouncing Zog’s regime
in Albania. ;

When his scholarship was discontinued,
Enver Hoxha was obliged to go to Belgium
where he worked for a period at the Albanian
Consulate in Brussels and continued his studies
at the same time. But Zog's agents abroad
detected his anti-Zog activity. He was dismiss-
ed from his job and was obliged to return to
Albania in 1936.

By this time, Enver Hoxha had become
a communist and, as such, devoted himself
to the struggle to liberate the people. The
oath he took on the grave of patriot Bajo
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Topulli in Gjirokastra, that he and all the youth
would fight for «a better Albania», for «the
welfare of the country,» for «the real unifi-
cation of the nation- was a program of action
for him.

Enver Hoxha began his revolutionary acti-
vity in his home country as a teacher first, at
the Tirana Gymnasium and then at the Korca
Lyceum. He joined the Korca Communist
Group and became one of its most active
members. He made skilful use of the school
platform in order to impart democratic and
communist ideas to the students. Ile became
also one of the principal educators of the ~Rinia
Korgare» (= «Korga Youth») out-of-school
organization and an indefatigable militant for
the unity of the Albanian Communist move-
ment.

On the eve of the fascist occupation Enver
Hoxha, together with the other comrades of
the group, worked with might and main to
organize popular resistance. He kept up these
efforts also after the invasion of the country.
His revolutionary activity brought him under .
the eye of the fascist invaders and they dis-
missed him from his job as: «an anti-regime
element». The leadership of the Korga Commu-
nist Group decided to send him to Tirana char-
ging him with the task of extending the activi-
'ty of the group on a sound basis, by organizing
the anti-fascist movement in the capital and
other districts of the country.

Under Enver Hoxha's leadership, the
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Tirana Branch became an important center of
the communist and anti-fascist movement .in
the capital. - : '

Appreciating the determination of the
rank and file of the communist groups to ‘fight
against fascism and their ardent desire for
the union of the communist movement and
the founding of the party, Enver Hoxha carried
on with them, patiently and wisely, a tireless
work of enlightening and organizing them. At
the same time he established connections with
patriotic nationalists who hated the fascist
invaders and were willing to fight against
them. '

Further Difficulties Precisely at the time
On the Road to Unity. when the union of
The Group of «Youth» groups and the crea-
tion of a single
communist party had become imperative fur-
ther difficulties arose to hinder this purpose.
A faction which had begun to form in the ranks
of the Korca Communist Group before the
occupation of the country, emerged as a sepa-
rate group in February 1940. Eventually it
assumed the name the Group of Youth. The
emergence of this new group had been encou-
raged by the split and other shortcomings in
the communist movement, factors which favo-
red the activity of anti-Marxist elements.
The Group was headed by Anastas Lula
and Sadik Premte, elements of pronounced
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Trotskyite and anarchist inclinations. Taking
advantage of the lack of sound connections
between the Korga Group and its organizations
in Tirana, Anastas Lula and Sadik Premte had
succeeded in  persuading some members
whom they had recruited that the leaders of
the Korca Group were incapable of directing
the communist movement and that their ideo-
logical views and political line were erroneous.
They were soon able to swell the ranks of
their faction with intellectual elements of bour-
geois and petty bourgeois origin among whom
anti-Marxist views, borrowed partly from those
of the leaders of the Shkodra Group, struck
root at once. The «Youth» Group set up bran-
ches in the principal cities of the country,
even in Korga where it took advantage of the
dissolution of the cells which had caused di-
scontent and confusion among some of the
communists,

The «Youth» Group began to violate
openly the joint decisions of the «Central
Committee». The leaders of the Shkodra Group,
thinking that these factionists acted in line
with instructions from the Korca Group with
which they were formally associated, accused
them of insincerity and disloyalty. They used
this as a pretext to withdraw from the «Cen-
tral Committee» thus bringing about its disso-
lution.

This is how the 1939 autumn agreement
was annulled. Instead of achieving closer con-
tact and unity, the gap between these groups
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became deeper. The «Youth» Group declared
open struggle against the Korca Group and
established connections with the Shkodra
Group, The minor communist organizations
fused gradually into three principal communist
groups.

The leadership of the «Youth» Group
issued an anti-Marxist ideological and political
platform of its own. It held that in Albania
there was no proletariat, no class struggle and,
therefore, no basis existed for the formation
of a communist party, that the peasants were
conservative, reactionary, and could not become
the ally of the working class. They had adop-
ted the Trotskyiie theory of educating and
preserving cadres. They considered connec-
tions and work with the masses as dangerous,
for that would endanger the cadres!

The political views of the chiefs of this
group were thoroughly mistaken and dange-
rous to the communist and anti-fascist move-
ment. Like Zef Mala and Niko Xoxi, they
thought that the fascist invasion would bring
about the development of capitalism, the
growth of the proletariat, and the consolida-
tion of the relations between the Albanian and
Italian working classes, thus class struggle
would develop creating favorable conditions
for founding a communist party to lead the
struggle for socialism. They did not grasp the
reasons which obliged the Soviet Union
to sign the treaty of non-aggression with Ger-
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many or the aim of this treaty, therefore they
assessed it as harmful to the anti-fascist
struggle of the people.

The chiefs of the «Youth» Group and some
of their followers degenerated into a sect of
anarchists.

The simultaneous formation of the «Zjarri»
(= «Fire») Group organization in Albania
added greatly to the confusion created by the
formation of the «Youth» Group. Trotskyite
Andrea Zisi, having done his utmost to dissuade
the Albanian anti-fascist youth residing in
Athens from coming to their native land to
fight the fascist aggressors, returned to Alba-
nia, bent on sabotaging the communist and
anti-faseist movement. In Korca he formed a
«Central Committee» and in both Tirana and
Viora a «Regional Committee» The whole
work of the group was concentrated on «edu-
cating~ its members.

Andrea Zisi had hatched up a new «theo-
ry» according to which the fascist stronghold
ghould be taken from within and, therefore,
instead of fighting the fascists openly, the
communists should merge with them in their
political and organizational apparatus. Bedri
Spahiu, incited a few communist officers to
adopt these views, too.
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The Stand of the
Communists and the
Albanian People To-~
wards Fascist Aggres-
sion Against the
Neighboring Peoples

S e TARTEY

In June, 1940, when
the sound commu-
nists of the groupsin
Albania were fight-
ing againsi fascism
and against the Trot-

skyites for unifica-
tion of the communist movement, Italy ente-
red the war on the side of Hitlerite Germany.
The Italian fascists tried to use the Albanians
as cannon fodder. Starting from Albania, the
Italian troops attacked Greece on October 28,
1940. Following a number of initial successes,
they were compelled to retreat under the
blows of the Greek army, withdrawing from
Korca in November, and from Gjirokastra at
the beginning of December 1940.

The Greek-Ttalian war brought further
suffering and devastation to the Albanian peo-
ple. Far from supporting the fascist aggression
against Greece, the Albanian people did what
they could to help the fraternal Greek people
in their war of liberation. The communists
launched a wide propaganda campaign to ex-
pose the imperialist and fascist schemes. and
to lay bare the rottenness of the fascist regime.
They issued a call to the Albanian soldiers
and militiamen who had been conscripted to
desert from the front and to the youth not
to report to the recruiting centers but to iake
to the mountains. The work of communists
and anti-fascist patriots completely frustrated
the fascist plan of military and «civil» mobi-
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- lization of the Albanians. The Albanian sol-
diers forced to go to the Greek front by the
Italian fascists refused to fight and deserted
‘en masse’. Sabotaging the faseist military
machine behind the lines took place more
frequently. Since Italian fascism was a common
enemy, the population of the districts occu-
pied by Greek forces gave the latter all the
assistance they could. But the Greek Govern-
ment maintained an openly chauvinistic attitu-
de towards the Albanian people. Tt hindered
militant unity between the Albanians and
Greeks against the fascist invaders and tried
to carry out the plans of the old Great Greek
bourgeoisie to annex Korca and Gjirokastra.

The Korca communists, too, came up
against this hostile attitude of the Greek
occupation authorities. As soon as the Italian
troops withdrew, the communists set up the
«Committee for Defense of the City» and
formed a small armed detachment of commu-
nists and sympathizers of the Group to main-
tain order. A conflict arose at the first contact
between the «Defense Comrmittee» and the
Greek military authorities on the status of
Greek occupation. The Committee rejected the.
Athens demand that the coming of Greek
troops should be considered as «the liberation
of the Greek city of Korga». The Greeks, on
their part, rejected the Committée’s proposal
to form a number of Albanian battalions to
fight under their own national flag against
the Italian invaders. They dispersed the
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Committee. On Independence Day November
28, 1940, the communists organized a major
rally in the city of Korca with a view to
raising the morale of the population and to
demonstrating to the Greek Government that
the Korga people, like all the rest of the Al-
banian people, hated the Italian fascists but
would not accept the claims of the Greek
chauvinists to Albanian territory.

The Greek occupation of the southern
regions of Albania did not last long. The events
that took place in the spring of 1941 totally
changed the situation in the Balkans. Having
occupied Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands,
Belgium and France Hitlerite Germany mar-
ched its troops into Finland, Rumania, and
Bulgaria, and in April 1941, assaulted Yugos—
lavia and Greece. In a lew days the German
army occupied these countries and made it
possible for the Italian troops to re-occupy
South Albania and enter Greece.

The Greek-Italian war, during which Al-
" bania was turned into a battlefield, had impor-
tant consequences here. The heavy losses in
lives, the great material damage incurred and
the consolidation of the colenialist plundering
policy of the invaders greatly aggravated the
plight of the masses of the people. The defeats
suffered by the Italians in this war clearly
revealed the rottenness of Italian faseism and
completely discredited it in the eyes of
the Albanian people.

Ttaly extended its zone of occupation
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creating «Great Albania» which included the
piece of Albanian territory which had been
turned over to Serbia by the Conference of
Ambassadors of the Big Powers held in London
in 1913. In order to make their positions secure
in the Balkans, the German and Italian fas-
cist invaders fomented the old national and
chauvinistic quarrels of the reactionary classes
of the Balkan countries. But the communists
and the people as a whole did not fall into
the trap of fascist demagogy. They exposed
the provocative policy of «Great Albania» and
pursued the course of intensifying the war
against the fascist invaders and of strengthe-
ning the collaboration with the neighboring
people in their liberation struggle against their
common enemy, relying on the right of self~
determination of the people.

The Unity of the The fascist regime in
Communists in Battle Albania had been dealt
Against Fascism a hard blow. It was

beset with a political
erisis which continually worsened, one €Xpres-
sion of which was its inability to suppress the
popular anti-fascist movement. In the spring
of 1941, the group of freedom fighters led by
patriot Myslim- Peza had begun to carry out
armed operations against the fascist invaders.
The latter retaliated by undertaking their first
mopping up operation in Peza. Mass desertions
began from the ranks of the Albanian detach-
ments. In May, popular resentment towards
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the foreign oppressors was expressed by a
notable event. In the center of Tirana, young
Vasil Laci fired a pistol shot at the King of
Italy, Victor Emmanuel, who had come on a
visit to Albania.

The revolutionary situation was ripening
in Albania. The fascist invaders increased their
measures of repression. They arrested and
jalled thousands of patriots others of whom
in order to escape police persecution or con-
scription for military service, took to the
mountains and harassed the enemy singly or
in small armed groups.

Assessing the importance of the Peza pa-
triotic group of freedom fighters, Enver Hoxha
and his comrades decided to send communists
to give it an organized character and uplift
the political consciousness of its fighters. In
talks conducted between Enver Hoxha and
Myslim Peza, the latter gladly accepted the
proposal to have communists in the band.

By taking to the mountains in order to
- organize and extend the national-liberation
movement the communists marked the begin-
ning of a new stage in their activity. The
communists took the initiative and tried to
organize the armed anti-fascist movement in
the other regions of the couniry as well.

Their propaganda work among the masses
was assuming wide proportions. In addition
to individual agitation, a role of significance
was played in the communications of the com-
munists with the masses by the leaflets and
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proclamations distributed, at first, in the cities.

and, later, in the rural areas. But some of
these writings carried incorrect political slogans
like «For a Soviet Albanials, «For Commu-
nist Albanial», «For the Organization of an
Albanian Red Army!» which had their origin
in a wrong assessment of the conditions exis-
ting in Albania.

The development of the movement and
the persistent demand of the communists for
unity prompted the Korca and Shkodra Groups
at this time, to make a new attempt to establish
collaboration. For the sake of internal peace
and with a view to coordinating their anti-
fascist activities, the two sides set up a
«Committee of Arbitration- as a first step
towards complete union. But this attempt did
not yield satisfactory results either.

The Tirana Branch of the Kor¢ca Commu-
nist Group, on its part, had carried on a wide
range of activities among the ranks of the
communists and patriotic nationalists and had
established sound connections with them.
Inspired by his ardent desire to achieve as
soon as possible the unity of the Albanian
communists into a single party, Enver Hoxha
had not recciled before the new difficulties
that had arisen from the factionalist work of
the «Youth» and «Zjarri- trends. He found a
common language with the outstanding acti-
vists of the Shkodra Group, Vasil Shanto and
Qemal Stafa. Under Enver Hoxha's lead, the
" Tirana Branch, became gradually the real orga-

105



hizing center for all the communist and anti-
fascist movement in Albania. Dedicated
communists of the different groups had united
around this branch. They constituted the basis
of the coming communist party.

While the anti-fascist resistance of the Al-
banian people was growing from day to day
and a powerful national-liberation movement
led by the communists had begun to develop
in the other countries occupied by the fascists,
an event of significance took place which
brought about a radical change in the interna-
tional political situation. After having boosted
its military potential by exploiting the econo-
mic and manpower resources of the countries
it had enslaved and of its satellite allies,
Hitlerite Germany treacherously attacked the
Soviet Union 'on June 22, 1941. German impe-
rialism had decided to annihilate the first
socialist State. Intoxicated by the easy victories
he had scored in Western Europe and in the
Balkans, Hitler hoped to score a quick victory
in the USSR.

Led by the Communist Party headed by
J. V. Stalin, the Soviet people rose in a body
to wage their Great Patriotic War in defense
of the freedom and independence of their
socialist homeland. This just war opened a new
stage in the Second World War, strengthened
the liberation anti-fascist character of the
struggle of peoples against the fascist bloc,
and laid the foundations for the unification
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of all the anti-fascist forces of the world into
a single front. '

The war between the Soviet Union and
Hitlerite Germany was a life and death struggle
between socialism and fascism. The exploited
masses the world over were interested in the
victory of the Soviet Union over international
fascist reaction. The people in countries under
bondage were right in considering the Soviet
Union as the main guarantee for the anti-
fascist war to be carried through to final
victory, to their liberation from fascist domi-
nation. Faced with a dangerous enemy like
Hitlerite Germany, and under the growing
pressure of their people who demanded a po-
werful anti-fascist coalition, the governments
of the two biggest capitalist countries — Bri-
tain and the USA — formed an alliance with
the Soviet Union. This frustrated Hitler’s plan
of isolating the Land of the Soviets. The main
strength ‘of this big antifascist coalition lay in
the Soviet Union without which no victory over
the enemy was possible.

The tireacherous fascist assault on the
Soviet people and the outbreak of the Great
Patriotic War, had deep repercussions in Al-
bania. While the Italian invaders, who had also
declared war to the Soviet Union, and the
home reactionaries, intoxicated by the pre-
liminary successes of the nazis, launched a
frenzied anti-Soviet and anti-communist cam-
paign, the broad masses of Albanian patriots
were indignant at the Hitlerite aggression.

107




The attachment the Albanian patriots felt
for the Soviet Union had its own historical
background. In their age-long struggle against
foreign oppressors, the Albanian people had
almost always been alone, without allies. The
capitalist States had either maintained an open-
ly hostile attitude towards them or had posed
as «friends» for the purpose of stabbing them
on the back and placing them under their con-
trol. Only the Soviet Union had defended the
rights of Albania and had raised its voice
against the injustices perpetrated against her.
With the entry of the Soviet Union into the war
against fascism, the Albanian people had, for
the first time in their history, a powerful and
sincere friend and ally and, like all the other
oppressed peoples, a sure guarantee of the ine-
vitable destruction of the fascist bloc.

«Qur siruggle», Enver Hoxha said,
«did not begin after the entry of the
Soviet Union into the war, but after
the entry of the Soviet Union into the
war, our people felt that the -blood
they shed would not be shed in vain» 1)

Under the new circumstances creaied by
the formation of the anti-fascist coalition of

1) Enver Hoxha: Speech at the session of the
Leadership of the General National-liberation Coun-
cil, April 15, 1944, Minutes of the meeting (Central
Archives of the Party).
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peoples, with the Soviet Union as the vanguard,
a major historical responsibility develved upon
the Albanian communists, namely, to provide,
as soon as possible, a political leadership for the
Albanian people by forming the Communist
Party as a fundamental condition for organi-
zing, directing and intensifying the anti-fascist
national-liberation war. There was no other
way out, and none but the communists could
take upon themselves such a task under the
specific historical conditions of the country.
The sound internationalist communists of the
groups became well aware of this. Regardless
of the ideological differences existing among
them, the Albanian communists were united by
-the boundless affection they all nurtured for
their country and for the Soviet Union. This
became a very important factor in the closing
of the ranks and the collaborating ‘hetween
them. Thus, a new stage began also for the
communist movement itself, Now:

« .. more than ever was felt, espe-
cially at the grassroots, the great harm
that was caused tc the communist
movement by the sterile squabbles
between the groups, and the pressing
need to put an end to this conflict
in order to achieve the necessary con-
ditions for the unity of the movement
in Albania-~ 1)

1) Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups. Principal documents of the Party of Labor -
" of Albania, vol. I, p. 14-15
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Immediately, the fighting against fascism
which was to unite the communists, assumed
wide proportions. A good number of the mem-~
bers of all the groups were linked with one
another in fighting operations against the inva-
ders and traitors to.the country. The desire to
fight of the rank and file communists after the
Hitlerite aggression against the USSR could
not be opposed even by the leaders of the
Shkodra Group who had expressed their view
that «the communists should fight when the
Soviet Union entered the Second World War.
Now the main role in the Shkodra Communist
Group was played by Qemal Stafa and Vasil
Shanto who had begun to collaborate with
Enver Hoxha. The line of anti-fascist national-
liberation war had become predominant in this
group. The instructions issued to the group
members at the time contained, among others,
such exhortations as «As people who love your
country, integrate with the masses, win their
sympathy, come to terms with them and pre-
pare them for an armed national movement». 1}

Their common political line brought the
Shkodra Communist Group close to that of
Korga and made possible the conclusion in
August 1941, of the agreement to collaborate in
and organize together a number of anti-fascist

1) Instructions issued by the Shkodra Group to
its members (Central Archives of the Party).
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operations. Later the «Youth» Group, too, joi-
ned this agreement, while the «Zjarri» Group
did not respond to the call for collaboration.
Among the most important of the joint anti-fas-
cist operations of the groups was the mass
anti-fascist rally in Tirana on October 28, 1941,
the anniversary of the fascist celebration of the
«March on Rome». Broad masses of the people
of the capital took part in it. Enver Hoxha
was the chief organizer of this demonsiration.
The fascists retaliated fiercely. Hunted by the
fascists, Enver Hoxha was obliged to resort to
clandestinity. The fascist authorities passed a
death sentence on him ’in absentia’. The Tirana
demonstration was the touchstone for the unity
of the Albanian communists. It showed the
strength of this unity in the heat of battle
against fascism as well as its importance in
mobilizing the popular masses for the national-
liberation movement.

The Tirana demonstration was followed by
another big rally in Korga on November 8, 1941,
also organized by the communist groups to
protest against the mass arrests the fascists had
made in the capital. Ii resulted in a blcody
encounter with the carabinieri and fascist
police. It was there that Koci Bako, a veteran
member of the Korgca Group, was killed.

The political success of these demonstra-
tions exerted a great influence on public opi-
nion in the country. They further enhanced the
name of the communists among the people.
Their success, on the other hand, greatly embar-
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rassed the fascist occupation authorities. They
were given to understand that they had to deal
with an opponent who was growing stronger,
consolidating and becoming ever more of a
menace to them,

The struggle of the Albanian communisis
themselves, created, at last, favorable condi-
tions for founding their party. Among the
ranks of the communist groups there had
sprung up professional revolutionary cadres
who had been able to rise above the disputes
among the groups, had definitely embraced the
line of an uncompromising war against the fas-
cist invaders and iraitors to the country, and had
striven to unify the Albanian communist move-
ment on this basis. It was these cadres who,
through their tireless efforts, prepared the
ideological and organizational framework of
the Albanian Communist Party.

The anti-fascist war waged by the commu-
nists of the various groups shook the very foun-
dations of the sectarianism and of the group
spirit, which had prevailed up to that time.
This struggle and their common ideclogy
became the decisive factors which led to the
1941 August agreement to organize a meeting
of representatives of all the principal commu-
nist groups which would take up the question
of amalgamating these groups and founding
the Communist Party of Albania.
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5. — THE FOUNDING OF THE COMMUNIST FARTY
OF ALBANIA

The Meeting of the Communist Groups to
found the party was held in secrecy in Tirana
from 8th to 14th of November, 1941. It was
attended by 15 persons. Among them were
Enver Hoxha, Qemal Stafa, Vasil Shanto, Pilo
Peristert and others.

The main problem for which the meeting
had been called was solved in principle right
at the start. On November 8th, the historic
decision was taken to merge the groups and
found the Communist Party of Albania.

The meeting heard the reports on the acti-
vity of each group, pointed out the successes
and shortcomings of the communist movement
in Albania and took up for discussion the vital
problems which faced the party.

The majority of the representatives expres-
sed their determination to put an end to the
divisions and build a single Marxist-Leninist
party based on a sound organizational and ideo-
logical unity and a militant political line.

Only Anastas Lula and Sadik Premte, the
principal leaders and representatives of the
«Youth» Group, tried to obstruct the attain-
ment of this objective. They did not dare
express themselves openly against the union
of the communist groups, for a union of this
kind was persistently demanded from the rank
and file. But they advanced and defended the
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familiar Trotskyite views of their group and
of the other traitors to Marxism-Leninism.
They tried to prove especially «the lack of a
proletariat», the «reactionary and conservative
nature of the peasantry-, the «lack of trained
cadres», the «danger to which the cadres were
exposed by open propaganda and agitation
against fascism», the «vain hope of relying on
the aid and support of the Soviet Unions. By
these arguments they aimed at creating the
belief that the formation of a single communist
party would be only a formal thing and that
the party would never succeed in becoming
the leader of the Albanian people and of direct—
ing the struggle for national likeration.

Enver Hoxha, supported by Qemal Stafa
and other participants at the meeting who stood
on Marxist-Leninist positions, waged a princi-
pled struggle against these liquidatory theses.
When they saw themselves beaten, Anastas
Lula and Sadik Premte agreed in a formal
way to submit to the majority and pledged
their word that they would abide by the deci-
sions of the meeting.

The Meeting of the Communist Groups defi-
ned the ideological and organizaticnal bases of
the party and worked out the fundamental
questions of its general line for the period of
the national-liberation war.

A Provisional Central Committee composed
of seven persons was elected to lead the party.
Enver Hoxha was charged with heading it
though no secretary was appointed.
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A stipulation approved was that none of
the former vprincipal leaders (chairmen and
assistant chairmen) of the groups would be
. elected to the leadership. This was not the
result of a simple agreement but an exigency
of the development of the communist and revo-
lutionary movement. Endowed with a pronoun-
ced spirit of groupism, the group leaders had
long been a stumbling block {o the union of
the Albanian communists into a single party and
had shown themselves incapable of directing
the communists and revolutionary masses.

The 1deological The Meeting denounced
and Organizational the  social-democratic
Basis of the Party views on the party of

the working class which
Llazar Fundo tried to disseminate in Albania; it
exposed the entirely Trotskyite line and acti-
vity of the «Zjarri» Group, which ftried to
legalize itself as «the Albanian Communist
Party», and decided without reservation that
the Communist Party of Albania would be
organized and consolidated as a party of the
new type:

«The party should not be a party of
the old type, a party similar to that
of the Second Social-democrat Inter-
nationale infested with decay, inacti-
vity, nepotism, factionalism and be-
trayal of the interests of the working
class. We want a party capable of
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leading the working class in battle
to victory.. .»1)

The Meeting denounced all the erroneous
views alien to Marxist-Leninist ideology which
had existed among the ranks of the Commu-
nist Groups. The «theory of cadres» was par-
ticularly stigmatized as defeatist and opportu-
nist for it isolated the communists from the
masses, kept therm as a sect trailing behind
the masses, and would finally lead to the
dissolution of the party.

Marxism-Leninism was adopted as the
vanguard theory which would guide the Party
in working out its program and in all its acti-
vity. In this connection the task was set:

«We should strive energetically to
uplift the cadres ideologically, theore-
tically and politically by imparting to
them the Marxist-Leninist theory.. .» 3

The Provisional Central Committee was
charged with the task of purging all the litera-
ture of the Communist Groups of anti-Marxist,
Trotskyite and anarchist material and of orga-
nizing the publication, in Albanian, the distri-
bution and study, of the «8hort Course of the

1} Resclution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups. Principal Documents of the Party of Labor
of Albania, Vol. 1, p. 19.

2 ibid. p. 20.
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History of the Communist (Bolshevik) Party of
the USSR» as well as of a number of works
by Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, Vladimir Ilich
Lenin and Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin.

Thus, right from the start, the Communist
Party of Albania raised to a higher level the
importance of the Marxist-Leninist theory and
the communist understanding of its members
as a force imparting life and vigor, opening up
prospects and pointing the way to victory to
the workers’ and the liberation movements of
the oppressed and exploited masses.

The Meeting decided to put an end once
for all to the rotten organizational structure of
the communist groups, to their loose discipline,
their spirit of factionalism and groupism, and
to set up a party on a sound Marxist-Leninist
organizational basis. Sound organization was
considered as the principal means of making
the Party indestructible and of ensuring 'the
application of its political line.

The first task assigned to the leaders of the
Communist Groups was to turn all the links
they had with their members over to the Pro-
visional Central Committee. Thenceforth, the
communists were obliged to carry out only the
organizational norms defined by the Meeting
and the Central Committee based on the. prin-
ciple of democratic centralism which is the
fundamental organizational principle of a
Marxist-Leninist party.

Directives were issued to replace, as soon
as possible, the old, narrow cells of two or
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three persons with new cells. These would in-
clude the former members of the groups after
their ranks had been purged of persons who
had shown pronounced trends of sectarianism,
opportunism and groupism. Besides the cells,
Regional Party Committees would be set up.
Strong ties should exist between the commit-
tees and cells. The Meeting demanded that
the cells show more initiative, merge with the
broad masses of towns and countryside and that
the committees continually assist them and
supervise their activities.

At the same time it was deemed necessary
te introduce new blood to increase the ranks
of the Party with new members, with resolute
fighters, workers and poor peasants, eliminating
fear and sectarianism in admitting them to
membership,

For admission to membership in the Party
the meeting approved V. 1. Lenin’s familiar
formula which he put in these terms:

«Any one can become a member of
the Party if he accepts the program of
the Party, takes part in a Party orga-
nization (cell} and pays his dues. 1)
Special attention was attached to the unity
and discipline of the Party:
«Without steel-like party discipline
and unity, our Party which has a great

1} Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups. Vol. I, p. 20.
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number of enemies, will not be able to
lead the struggle with success.» 1)

To ensure sound unity and striet discipline
the communists were called upon to keep their
eyes open and not tolerate the infiltration into
the Party ranks of careerist, trouble-making
elements of a pronounced petty bourgeois spirit
who can not accept discipline and who create
favorable ground for anti-Party activity. At
the same time, the Party organizations were
charged with the task of expelling from their
ranks without hesitation any one manifesting
anti-Marxist, opportunist and liquidatory
trends. It was siressed that nepotism, grou-
pism, factionalism and lack of discipline had
no place in the Party.

A basic problem which the meeting took
up for discussion and placed on the order of
the day was that of linking the Party with
the masses. It was persistently demanded that
the malady of groupism should be wiped out
without fail.

The meeting advised the communists never
to forget J. V. Stalin’s words:

«If they do not detach themselves from
the people, from the mother who has
given them birth, the communists will
be unbreakable-

1) Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups. Vol. 1, p. 22,

N
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In order to link themselves with the broad
masses of the urban and rural areas, with the
youth and the women, in order to persuade
them of the correctness of the Party’'s political
line, the Meeting pointed out this road to
them: to carry out militant and intensive pro-
paganda and agitation work among all strata of
the people, to carry out as many active political
and combative activities as possible; to aceom-
pany the Party’s work of political enlighten-
ment and its political and fighting activity with
the organization of the masses.

In order to ensure sound links with the
masses, the Meeting called for a change in the
work with youth and with women, for an end
to sluggishness, sectarianism and other blunders
the groups had committed in this regard. The
Provisional Central Committee was charged
with the task of setting up without delay an
Organization of the Communist Youth through
which all the Albanian youth would be mobi-
lized for the anti-fascist struggle. While among
women, the task was to do careful work
to see that women workers were enrolled in
the Party and that the female population were
mobilized for the liberation struggle.

The Meeting attached special attention also
to the preservation of the Party from its ene-
mies who would do their utmost to destroy it.
The Italian fascist invaders and their Alba-
nian lackeys would launch their main attack
on the Communist Party rather than on the
groups. They were backed up in this by the
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Trotskyites of the «Zjarri» Group and the
renegates from communism. Therefore, the
Meeting called on the Party members to display
high vigilance, to keep Party secreis and to
accustom the Party to work in complete clan-
destinity. In this connection the Meeting sharp~
ly condemned the views of certain opportunists
and traitors among group members who held
that, under torture by the police or carabinieri,
a communist might confess without necessarily
commiting treason. These were stigmatized as.
views alien to the party of the proletariat which
had to be eliminated mercilessly.

Demanding that the communists maintain
strict secrecy, the Meeting, at the same time,
drew attention to the need to understand this
correctly, and not to make it a reason to limit
their activity with the masses:

«Our secrecy is to safeguard the orga-
nization from the enemy, not to hide
behind a screen and shut ourselves up: -
in our own §hell» 1y

The Political Line The political line of the
for the National- Party was embodied in
liberation War the political tasks which

the Meeting of the Com-~
munist Groups ‘worked out. The strategic
aim of the Party for the historical period which
the country was passing through was expressed
in these terms:

1} Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups. Principal Documents of the PLA, Vol. 1, p. 2L
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«To fight for the national indepen-
dence of the Albanian people and for
the People’s Democratic Government
in an Albania free from fascism.» 1)

This strategic objective was dictated by
the basic antagonistic contradiction existing at
the time in Albania which demanded an urgent
solution in order to clear the way for national,
social, economic and cultural development,
namely, the contradiction between the people
and the fascist invaders. Another contradiction
existed also between the masses of the people
and the exploiting classes but at that time this
was of second importance. Under the concrete
conditions, this contradiction could not be sol-
ved apart from the primary antagonistic con-
tradiction because the landlors, chieftains and
the reactionary bourgeoisie constituted the
social support of the invaders in our country.
The interests of the principal exploiting classes
of the country were closely bound to those
of the fascist invaders. Therefore, the attain-
ment of the sirategic objective of the Party
could not but affect the interests of these
classes, of these tools of the foreign enslavers
as well,

The Italian fascists were the plenipoten-
tiary rulers in Albania and, as a consequence,
they were also the principal enemies of the
Albanian people at the time, Further, all those

1} Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups, Vol. I, pp. 22-23.
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who had sided with the invaders and had
served them to oppress the Albanian people
were stigmatized as traitors, as tools of fascism,
and war was declared against them, the same
as against the invaders.

The principal force and those most interes-
ted in attaining this strategic objective, were
the workers and peasants who bore the main
brunt of the fascist oppression. Therefore, the
Party set as one of its most important tasks:

«to set up military units and spread them
among the masses of workers in urban and
rural areas- 1)

The non-worker patriotic strata were also
interested in ensuring national independence.
Therefore, the Party could not afford to neglect
these strata and it set down the rule of carrying
on ceaseless work in order to mobilize them
in the national-liberation movement.

«..Unite with all the nationalists?)
who really want a free Albania, with

1) Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups. Prinecipal Documents of the PLA, Vol I,
p. 22

2) Nationalist was the usual name for the patriots
who loved their country and wanted its liberation
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all the honest Albanians who want to
fight against fascism» 1),

With this was launched the idea of the Na-
tional-liberation Front, an idea which would
be more thoroughly worked out in a more de—
finite and concrete form during the develop-
ment of the war.

Anticipating that the fascist invaders and
local reaction would resort to all means and
methoeds to prevent the militant unity of the
Albanian people, the Meeting of the Commu-~
nist Groups called for the exposure and de-
feat of all the manoeuvres of the Italian fas-
cists and of the Quisling government to disrupt
the national-liberation front of the Albanian
people.

When the Communist Party of Albania
was founded, there was not a single anti-fas-
cist political party which could represent the
interests of the bourgeoisie or of any other

from the foreign yoke but nurtured no ulterior revo-
lutionary aims. But the name of nationalist was also
appropriated by the pseudo-patriots from the ranks.
of landlords, chieftains and the reactionary bour-
geoisie. Therefore, in order to draw a line between
the reactionary and traitorous elements and the real
patriots, the latter were referred to as «honest.
nationalists» or «patriotic nationalists.

1} Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups. Principal Documents of the PLA, Vol. I, p. 12.
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class or stratum of the population. Neverthe-
less, in principle, the Meeting was in favor of
the Communist Party’s collaboration with other
anti-fascist political parties in matters pertai-
ning to the organization of the war against the
invaders, if such parties were to be formed.
For the liberation of the country and the
establishment of a People’s Democracy in Al-
bania, the Meeting reached the conclusion that
the only real and sure path to follow under
the existing circumstances was that of an
armed uprising against fascism. It decided:

«...to prepare the people politically
and militarily to engage in a general
armed uprising, embracing all the pa-
iriotic and anti-fascist forces in the
struggle». 1)

While choosing the general armed siruggle
as the principal form, the Party did not neglect
the other forms of struggle like strikes, anti-
fascist demonstrations, sabotage, oral and writ-
ten exposure of the enemies and so on. But
the objective of all these activities was to
prepare the people for a general armed upri-
sing.

The organization of an armed uprising
required, of course, the organization of the

1) Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist
Groups. Principal Documents of the PLA, Vol I,
p. 23.

125




armed ferees, of the National-liberation Army.
The Meeting stressed that without setiing up
a real people’s Army capable of dealing cease-
less blows at the enemy, of smashing their
military and political apparatus, there could be
no question of an armed uprising, no question
of liberating the country, of winning national
independence or of establishing a People’s De-
mocratic Government.

Under conditions of the occupation of Al-
bania and of the Second World War, it was
impossible for the armed uprising to break out
immediately, for the People’s Revolutionary
Army to be created all at once. The develop-
ment of the armed uprising and the creation
of the National-liberation Army was a whole
process in itself. This idea was clearly reflected
in one of the political tasks defined by the
Meeting for the organizing of the partisan
movement, the setting up of guerrilla units
and bands as the framework of the future
People’s Army and as a tangible basis for the
preparation of the general uprising,

In line with its strategic objective and the
conditions created in the international situation
as a result of the entry of the Soviet Union
into the Second World War, the Communist
Party of Albania also designated the external
allies of the Albanian people as well as their
attitude towards these allies.

. On an international scale, the Albanian
National-liberation War was an integral part
of the anti-fascist struggle the world over. In
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their struggle the Albanian people should align
themselves with the most active participants of
the great anti-fascist coalition.

In this connection, the Meeting of the
Communist Groups considered the Soviet
Union, Great Britain, the United States of Ame-
rica and all the enslaved people who fought
against the common enemy — the German, Ita-
lian and Japanese fascists, — as the allies of the
Albanian people. It set the task of linking the
Albanian National-liberation War with the
Great Anti-fascist World War.

The Party made a very correct assessment
of the alliance of the Soviet Union with Great
Britain and the USA as a military alliance
dictated by the circumstances in order to save
the world from the menace of fascist bondage.
At the same time, it made different assessments
of these allies and maintained a differentiated
stand towards them.

The Provisional Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Albania issued a call to
the Albanian people, who should link their
National-liberation War closely with the heroie
war of the Soviet Union which stood at the
forefront of battle against fascism )

The Communist Party of Albania conside-
red the Soviet Union as the loyal and sincere
ally of the Albanian pecple which would also

1) The first proclamation of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of Albania. Principal

Documenis of the PLA, vol. I, p. 27.
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help them to establish and consolidate People’s
Power in Albania, Whereas Great Britain and
the USA were only temporary allies in the war
against the fascist States.

The Meeting of the Communist Groups
called to found the party, assigned the task of
«developing love for the Soviet Union» by
popularizing its role as a vanguard fighter
against fascism and, at the same time, its major
achievements in socialist construction.

It issued instruction also «to promote love
and close militant collaboration between the
Albanian people and the Balkan peoples, parti-
cularly, the Serbian, Greek, Montenegran and’
Macedenian peoples»~ who had risen in the anti-
fascist liberation struggle.

Finally, the Meeting expressed iis confi-
-dence that the newly-set up Communist Party
would soon put an end to the sickly state in
the communist movement in Albania, that it
would take the lead in battle and that it would
become capable of accomplishing its great his-
toric task as leader of the Albanian people for
their pational liberation and social emanecipa-

. tion.

The historic significance of the Meeting
of the Communist Groups lies in that that it
founded the Communist Party of Albania as a
revolutionary Marxist-Leninist party of the
working class, a party of the new type.

It armed the Party with a clear political
program that responded to the demands and
-aspirations of the broad masses of people, of
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the Fatherland and of socialism. This program
was far from complete and the tasks had not
keen worked out in detail, for such a thing
required a much wider experience of the revo-
lutionary work and struggle of the Party and
of the masses. But this program was built on
Marxist-Leninist scientific foundations.

The results of the Meeting mark the tri-
umph of Marxism-Leninism over Trotskyism
and opportunism in the workers’ and commu-
nist movement in Albania.

In its primary capacity as a representative
of the interests of the working class, the Com-
munist Party of Albania assumed the res-
ponsibility of defending, at the same time, the
interests of all the laboring masses, of the
enslaved people of Albania, Therefore, the
founding of the Party was a major victory of
the Albanian people as a whole.

For all these reasons, the Meeting of the
Communist Groups had the significance of a
Constituent Congress,
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