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SOME LESSONS FROM
THE 30-YEARS EXPERIENCE
OF THE POLICY AND
REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITY
OF THE P.L.A.

Ndreci Plasari: Member of the CC of the PLA, professor,
historian, author of studies and monographs about the history
of the PLA and National liberation War of the Albanian peo-
ple. —

LAspects Of

The Vanguc
And Soci

The 30-year course of the Party of Labour of Albania is a real
treasury of revolutionary experience. It is the experience of a
working class party which has pursued a correct Marxist-
Leninist line during its whole history and has secured victories
of capital importance for the Albanian people in all the stages
of the revolution which it has led. From this experience there
are many lessons demonstrating the scientific character of
Marxism-Leninism, its incalculable power for movement and
transformation when it is faithfully and creatively applied.
The working out of a correct line by the Marxist-Leninist
party of the working class is a difficult and complicated
task, requiring wisdom and revolutionary determination. No
less difficult, and complicated, in fact even more so, is the
implementation of the political line of the party, implementa-
tion which must overcome countless obstacles, dangers, and
complicated situations, which inevitably arise along the road
of the revolution.

GREAT IMPORTANCE OF ACCUMULATING AND SUMMING
UP ITS OWN REVOLUTIONARY EXPERIENCE IN WORKING
OUT ITS POLITICAL LINE

The Party of Labour of Albania has not worked out its com-
plete political line, and programme, for one or other stage of
the revolution, all at once. At the beginning it has laid the
foundations of its general line, first of all, clearly defining
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its strategic aim, then it has enriched and completed this
line in the course of the revolution.

When the Party was founded, it laid the basis of its political
line for the period of the National Liberation War. The First
Conference of the Albanian Communist Party, held in March
1943, summed up the revolutionary experience accumulated
during the 15 months of its existence, and, on this basis,
worked out the general line more deeply and extensively gi-
ving the Party a more or less complete program. However,
this program was still incomplete. It was completed later on,
always through the summing up of the experience which
was being accumulated in the revolutionary practice of the
struggle to carry out the strategic and tactical tasks defined
earlier.

The foundations of the political line for the stage of the cons-
truction of the basis of socialism were laid at the 5th Plenum
of the Central Committee of the Albanian Communist Party,
in February 1946. The First Congress of the A.C.P., held in
November 1948, summed up the experience accumulated du-
ring the early post-liberation years and provided the Party
with a scientific program for the construction of this basis.
This program was further enriched and deepened at the 2nd
and 3rd Congresses of the Party.

The foundations of the political line for the new stage of the
complete construction of socialist society were laid at the 4th
Congress of the Party of Labour of Albania. The 5th Congress
of the Party supplemented this line considerably and made
clearer the strategic and tactical tasks of the Party at the

rd Of The Revolution

alist Construction

By NDRECI PLASARI

present stage. The 6th Congress further enriched and deepened
the program for the complete construction of socialism in
Albania.

Thus, when we speak of the political line, of the program of
our Party at a given stage of the revolution, we do not find
it in one single document, report, decision, or resolution of a
Congress, Conference or plenum of the CC of the Party, but
in many documents and materials of the leading organs, in
various works by comrade Enver Hoxha. These documents
and works contain a summing up of the experience accumu-
lated in the tide of the revolution and socialist construction,
and, on this basis, the program has been enriched, deepened
and extended.

Why has the PLA not worked out a complete and compre-
hensive program for an historical stage of the revolution
right at the beginning of that stage? The sole reason is that
at the outset it lacked sufficient of the necessary experience
of revolutionary leadership. This experience is gained mainly
in practical revolutionary activity. Neither Marxism-Leninism,
nor the experience of a fraternal Party can ever give the wor-
king class party of this or that country a political line ready-
made and complete. Besides the Marxist-Leninist theory which
illuminates the road and besides the experience of the fraternal
parties which helps, for the revolutionary Party of the working
class its own revolutionary experience is absolutely necessary
in working out its political line.

The application of such a principle and practice has meant that
the political line of the PLA has always been a dynamic for-
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ce, that it has never been a program of petrified dogma, but
a living creative program always up with the time.

At the same time this has helped the party to test the cor-
rectness of its line in the current of revolutionary practice
and to free it of its mistakes and shortcomings.

While giving first importance to its own revolutionary expe-
rience in working out its political line, the PLA has also profit-
ted from the experience of the fraternal parties, of the entire
international communist movement. In particular it has gai-
ned a great deal from the expericnce of the Bolshevik Party.
Today it benefits especially from the revolutionary experience
of the Communist Party of China. In relation to this question,
comrade Enver Hoxha says: «Our Party based itself on the
teachings of Lenin and Stalin, on the valuable experience
of socialist construction in the Soviet Union, but it could not
copy and apply it mechanically.« The PLA has adapted the
revolutionary experience of the fraternal parties to the historic,
economic, and social conditions of our country. Any mecha-
nical copying of the revolutionary experience of another
party or country, yields nothing but a bad parody with
irreparable consequences for the working class Party that
permits such a mistake. There have been some manifesta-
tions of mechanical copying of the experience of other parties
in the Party of Labour of Albania. This happened in the
years 1945-1947, when the Yugoslav revisionists, aiming to
turn our Party into an appendage of their own Party, and
our country into a Yugoslav province, tried to impose their
anti-Marxist political line, methods, and forms. There
have been isolated instances, also, of taking elements
and forms from the experience of socialist construc-
tion in the Soviet Union, without carefully studying
them and without adapting them to our specific conditions,
But these instances have not radically affected the political
line of the party, which has been built up, in general, on
the basis of Marxism-Leninism and of our revolutionary expe-
rience. Besides this any forms and methods borrowed from
abroad, or alien to Marxism-Leninism, have been discarded
by the PLA when life has proved them unsuitable to our
national reality and replaced with revolutionary forms and
methods that have responded to our conditions.

ON THE FUNDAMENTAL SOCIAL CONTRADICTION AT
A GIVEN STAGE OF THE REVOLUTION

Human society in general, consequently the society in a
given country, is full of contradictions which necessarily have
a class character when it is a question of class society. The
existence of oppositions in the bosom of society determines
that there must be struggle between them. Without this
struggle there can be no solution of them, that is, there can be
ne onward development. The contradictions in society are not
all of equal importance. There are some which, at a given
moment, are converted into obstacles that hinder the whole
development of society. An obstacle of this nature cannot
be destroyed other than by means of the revolution which
brings about radical upheavals in the life of the society.

ALBANIA TODAY

It is not easy to define the fundamental contradiction, in
other words, the Nr. 1 obstacle which must be overcome in
the respective country or at a given stage of the revolution,
in order to ensure the normal development of society, its
transition from capitalism to communism. Social contradictions
present themselves in extremely complicated forms, bearing
in mind that different countries are not of the same degree
of development and that the internal contradictions are entan-
gled with the external contradictions,

To know now to determine the fundamental contradiction
correctly, (that contradiction which demands solution before
the others, or on the solution of which the solution of the other
contradictions depends) is the prime indispensable condition
for the working class party to build a correct political line,

In our country, as is known, the revolution has passed through
three historic stages.

In the first stage, that is during the National-Liberation War
our Party seized on the contradiction between the people and
the occupationists, as the fundamental contradiction. Under
the circumstances of the occupation, the internal contradic-
tion between the popular masses and the local exploiting clas-
ses took second place. «However ...for reaction and its
traitorous organisations« - says comrade Enver Hoxha —
«— the internal contradictions with the Communist Party and
with the National Liberation Front ..... was the main con-
tradiction . .. .. Our Party.... strove and did everything in
its power to prevent the transformation of the contradictions
with the Balli and Legaliteti into principal antagonistic con-
tradictions... But all the many efforts of the Party and the
Front were sabotaged by reactions (Report on the Role and
Tasks of the Democratic Front, September 16, 1967). The
«Balli» and «Legaliteti» opened up armed struggle against the
Party and the Front, making common cause with the German
nazis. Even in such a situation the Party did not lose its
bearings. It was compelled to respond, also with arms, to the
traitorous organisations, representatives of the reactionary
bourgeoisie and the big landowners and, in the end, annihila-
ted them. However it considered this struggle against «Ballis
and «Legaliteti» as a condition of the fight against the occupa-
tionists, because the smashing of reaction was an indispensable
condition for successfully fighting the Hitlerite enslavers who
always remained the principal enemy. Under the concrete
circumstances of that time, the Party also solved the con-
tradiction between the popular masses and the exploiting
classes in the domain of political power, by smashing the
political domination of these classes, but such a solution
could not even be thought of in those conditions, without
solving the fundamental contradiction between the people
and the occupationists, that is, without driving the latter
from the country and without gaining complete  inde-
pendence.

At the stage of the building of the basis of socialism, the
PLA brought to the forefront the contradiction between the
new socialist relations and the old feudal-capitalist relations
of production, destroying the economic base of the big
landowners and the bourgeoisie and building the economic
base of socialism in town and countryside. It did not neglect
the struggle for the solution of a series of other contradictions
in the domains of political power, of productive forces, and
ideology and culture, but it always made this struggle se-
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condary to the solution of the fundamental contradiction which
was a precondition which would open the way to the final
solution of the other contradictions, and thus ensure the
development of society towards complete socialism.

At the present stage of the complete construction of socia-
list society, the Party regards the fundamental contradictions
as that between socialist ideology and bourgeois ideology,
because in the solution of this contradiction it sees the com-
plete victory of the socialist revolution in our country. This
does not mean that the solution of other contradictions existing
in the economic field, both in the relations of production
as well as in the development of the productive forces, in
the political, cultural and other fields is neglected, but it
has closely linked the solution of these contradictions with
the solution of the fundamental contradiction.

The determination of the fundamental contradiction in one or
other country, at one or other stage of the revolution, is not
done by guess-work, but on the basis of actual objective con-
ditions, on the basis of the main class antagonism on the solu-
tion of which it is necessary to concentrate the class strug-
gle first of all. The main class antagonism in the first stage
of the revolution stood between the people and the occupatio-
nists, in the second stage — between the economic base of so-
cialism and the feudal-capitalist economic base, in the pre-
sent stage — between socialist ideology and bourgeois ideology.
in the present stage, the antagonistic contradictions within the
country remain mainly in the field of ideology. Therefore, the
5th Congress of the Party drew the conclusion that the class
struggle «today is first of all an ideological struggle, a strug-
gle for the minds and hearts of men, a struggle against bour-
geois and revisionist influences, against alien hangovers and
manifestations... It is the struggle for the triumph of our
communist ideology and morality (Enver Hoxha, Report on
the Activity of the CC of the PLA, November 1966).

The discovery and grasping of the fundamental social contra-
diction is of great practical importance to the working class
Party in its efforts to honorably perform its mission as the
vanguard of the class, of leading the revolution. It gives
the Party the possibility of correctly determining its strategic
aim, its programmatic tasks, at this or that historic stage, the
principal enemy against whom the decisive blow must be
directed, the allies of the working class the political social
motive forces of the revolution.

STRATEGIC TASKS AND THE ORGANIC RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN THEM

In every stage of the revolution, the PLA has solved several
essential tasks of strategic importance for the achievement
of its main objective.

Such tasks are:

In the first stage. the political union of the people around
the Party, the arming of the masses and the creation of the
people’s army, the driving out of the occupationists, the des-
truction of the old state apparatus and the establishment of
the new state power of the people’s democracy;
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In the second stage, the strengthening of the state power
of people’s democracy as a form of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, the consolidation of the political and economic
unity of the people, the elimination of the feudal and capita-
list economic base, the building of the economic base of so-
cialism in town and countryside, the laying of the material
technical base of socialism,

In the present stage, the strengthening and perfecting of the
dictatorship of the proletariat, the consclidation of the poli-
tical, economic, and ideological unity of the working people
around the Party, the perfecting of the socialist relations
of production, the full construction of the material-technical
base of socialism, the eradication of the feudo-bourgeois ideo-
logy and the consolidation of socialist ideology, of communist
morality.

As there is no single strategic task for each stage but seve-
ral such tasks, the question might arise as to which is the
most important. Sometimes it can happen that this question
is answered incorrectly that one or the other strategic task
is defined as more important while the others, as of second
rate importance.

In reality all the strategic tasks of the Party at a given stage
of the revolution are equally important in the sense that if
even one of them is not carried out, this is enough to prevent
the fulfilment of the strategic aim.

Let us take the present stage of the revolution. In this stage
the PLA has set itself the strategic aim of the complete con-
struction of socialist society. This aim could not be achieved
if the dictatorship of the proletariat in our country were to
degenerate into a bourgeois-revisionist regime, and it had
not been strengthened and perfected through the struggle
against bureaucracy, through drawing the working masses
into running the country. Likewise, the aim could not be
achieved if the economic base had not been strengthened
through the deepening and perfecting of the socialist relations
of production or if the material technical base of socialism
were not fully constructed. In the same way the aim could
not be attained if bourgeois ideology were to flourish and
the communist morality not become implanted in the conscious-
ness of the people, or if the unity of the workers, cooperative
peasants and intelligentsia around the Party were to be
split and weakened.

But one thing must be explained here. Although each of the
strategic tasks is equally important this does not hinder
the working class Party, at a given stage from bringing to
the fore one of its strategic tasks, taking this as a main link
on which the whole chain depends, to ensure the accompli-
shment of all the tasks, both strategic and tactical. Thus, in
the stage of the national liberation war the PLA brought to
the forefront the political unity of the people around itself,
in the stage of the building of the basis of socialism, the
destruction of the old economic base, and the construction
of the economic base of socialism; at the stage of the com-
plete building of socialist society, the eradication of the old
bourgeois morality and the creation of the new man endowed
with communist morality.

The definition of one or the other strategic task as a key
task, as the main link, is always related to the main contra-
diction; consequently, to the ground on which the class strug-
gle mainly develops.
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There it is necessary to point out again that the definition
of one or the other strategic task as a key-task entitles
no one to consider this as the most important task.

In as much as every strategic task is equally important, it is
impossible to solve the one or the other separately, detached
from the simultaneous solution of all the strategic tasks. As
a result, all these tasks, the key-task included, can be correctly
and fully solved only in organic connection with one
another.

Let us take the task of forming the new man of communist
morality. It woud be absurd to demand that this task be car-
ried out separately from that of production, from the crea-
tion of the material and technical base of socialism, from
the increase of the people's material well-being, from the
ceaseless improvement of the socialist relations of production.
It would be equally in vain to demand the accomplishment of
the tasks in the economic field without fighting for profound
socialist consciousness among the people. Any effort or view-
point encountered here and there among us, to carry out
the economic tasks separately from the ideological tasks, or
vice-versa, is a manifestation of metaphysics, a manifesta-
tion of vulgar materialism (when there is a trend towards
carrying out the economic tasks separately from the ideolo-
gical task), of subjectivism (when the ideological work
is not connected with production, with the economic
tasks). ‘

Can it be said that seizing on the strategic task in the field
of lideology as the main link at the present stage of the
revolution violates the recognised objective law that the
economy is the basis of society? No, there is no violation
whatever in this. The social revolution, in the first place,
is duty bound to destroy the old relations of production which
are an obstacle to the development of society, and to esta-
blish new relations which respond to the level and character
of the productive forces. In the present epoch the socialist
revolution aims at the elimination of the obsolete capitalist
social order and the establishment of the new communist so-
cial order. This however cannot be achieved at one blow.
Communist society is built up through fierce class struggles
in the political and ideological fields against the exploiting
classes, against the imperialist rulers, against bourgeois ideo-
logy. Therefore, the transition from capitalism to communism
is carried out in stages, the victory of socialism is achieved bit
by bit, first in the political field, then in the economic fields
and finally in the ideological field. But the victory of the
revolution in one field does not mean that there is no further
struggle in that field. Only the development of uninterrupted
revolution in all the fields, linked organically with one ano
ther, ensures its final victory. The struggle for the victory
of the revolution in the ideological field at the present stage
not only does not exclude the further development of the re-
volution in the political and economic fields, but it has this
development, as its a prime objective, particularly the non-stop
mcrease of production, the development of the productive
forces to a higher level, the gradual transformation of group
property into property of the whole people, the all-round
perfecting of the socialist relations, «The economic factors,
says comrade Enver Hoxha w«which is the most important
factor, opens the road forward through other factors — political
and ideologicals,
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On this occasion it is well to point out that the objective
laws of society should not be confounded with the strategic
and tactical tasks which belong to the subjective sphere, but
which are correct only when they are firmly based on the
objective laws and not only this, but also when they are
firmly based on the conditions and the terrain where these
laws are concretely operating.

THE WORKING CLASS PARTY CAN SUCCESSFULLY

CARRY OUT ITS PROGRAMMATIC TASKS ONLY BY BASING

ITSELF FIRMLY ON THE ACTUAL OBIECTIVE AND
SUBJECTIVE CONDITIONS

In each step forward it has taken, the PLA has based itself
firmly on the actual objective conditions and on the pre-
paration of the necessary subjective conditions.

Many examples could be quoted to show this.

Why did the party not launch the slogan for a People’s
Republic right at the beginning (when it was founded)? Such a
slogan at the stage of the National-Liberation War would have
run counter to the strategic key-task of uniting the entire
people in the struggle against the occupationists, would have
hindered this union, if one considers that a number of per-
sons were not for a republic since they harboured illusions
about the monarchist regime of King Zog. In the course
of the struggle for national liberation, the true colours of
this regime came out: the Zogists with their «Legalitetin
were exposed as traitors to the people and the nation, because
they joined the German occupationists in fighting against
the Communist Party and the National-Liberation Front. While
telling the people that the form of the regime be settled after
the war, the Party worked with might and main to make them
conscious of the antipopular, oppressive, and exploiting cha-
racter of the Zog regime and of any other landlord-bourgeois
regime, of the need to build a new and truly democratic
state order, without kings and without tyrants of any other
description, a workers' and peasants state. When the party
launched its slogan for the People's Republic, immediately
after the liberation of the Fatherland, this slogan now expres-
sed the will of the people, and that is why it was embraced
without hesitation by the broad masses. The Constituent
Assembly sanctioned this will in law on January 11, 1946,
Why did the Party not declare armed struggle against the
«Balli Kombétar» as soon as the latter was formed? Because
at that time such a thing would not have helped to consoli
date the unity of the people in struggle. On the contrary, it
would have divided the people. At first a considerable number
of persons thought that the «Ballin really was a patriotic
organization which had come out to fight the occupationists,
therefore they demanded unity between this organization
and the National-liberation Front. Under these circumstances
armed struggle against the «Balli Kombétars would have been
suicide. When the masses were convinced by their own
experience that the patriotism of «Ballis was a sham patrio-
tism, when they saw that it fought not the occupationists,
but the Communist Party and the National-Liberation Front,
and that in order to wage this fight it united with the German
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nazis, then they themselves demanded that the «Balli» should
be destroyed by force of arms as a traitor organization. Under
those new circumstances, the Party had no reason to wait
any longer. Basing itself on the demands, the desires of
the popular masses, it declared war on «Balli Kombétars and
annihilated it before the Hitlerite occupationists had been
completely driven out of Albania.

The lesson which emerges from the revolutionary experience
of our Party about marching forward firmly based on the
actual objective and subjective conditions, assumes even grea-
ter importance today in the circumstances when our country
is marching towards communism over untrodden paths, when
many complicated problems arise and require solution in
order to achieve the strategic aim - the complete building of
socialist society.

The strict implementation of this lesson guards the Party
against subjectivism, dogmatism, and adventurism, it ensures
sound and permanent ties with the masses, and guarantees
success in carrying out all the great programmatic tasks.
The objective conditions are created by the development of
society itself and do not depend on the desires of the Party.
The Party has the duty to study and gain a profound knowledge
of these conditions so as to be able to work out and implement
a correct revolutionary policy, otherwise it cannot guide the
construction of socialist society on a scientific basis.
Unlike the objective conditions, the subjective conditions are
necessarily created by the revolutionary party. They do not
come about spontaneously. In this sense, the strengthening
of the leading role of the Party, its work for the political and
ideological training of the working people in order to convince
them deeply of the correctness of every decision, of every
directive put forward by a congress, a conference, or by
some other leading body of the Party assumes ever greater
importance. Parallel with this, perfecting organisation, which
constitutes the guarantee for the implementation of the deci-
sion, directive, or the task which is set, also assumes special
importance.

The subjective factor cannot change the objective conditions
at will but nevertheless has a great influence on bringing
them to maturity on the creation of the necessary material
conditions and the world outlook of men, more rapidly
through the policy and activity carried out on a scientific
basis by the working class Party for the solution of contradic-
tions, for the elimination of obstacles which hinder the deve-
lopment of society.

THE P.L.A. HAS NEVER PERMITTED THE CREATION OF AN
OPPOSITION LINE IN ITS RANKS

The P.L.A. has never allowed the viewpoints and activities
of anti-Party groups and elements in its ranks to be turned
into a line in opposition to the political line of the Party.

As is known, hostile and extremely dangerous activity was
carried on by the Trotskyite group of Kogi Xoxe. But even
in this case, the viewpoints of this group did not constitute
a line in itself in opposition to the line of the Party. These
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viewpoints which were nothing but theses of the Trotskyite
policy of the Yugoslav revisionists presented themselves as
viewpoints introduced into the political line of our Party,
integrated with it. The 11-th Plenum of the CC (September
1948) and the First Congress of the A.C.P. (November 1948),
arrived at the conclusion that this line was correct in general,
but with a number of distortions, Thus, there were not, and
there could not have been two lines in the ranks of the
Party. Neither Koci Xoxe nor the Yugoslav revisionists dared
to come out with another political line counterposed to the
political line of the ACP, because immediately they would
have thrown off their mask and would have received a
crushing blow from the Albanian communists, linked in a
steel-like unity round their Central Committee, with comrade
Enver Hoxha at the head. Therefore, the anti-Party group of
Koci Xoxe with the Yugoslav leadership tried to jus-
tify their anti-Marxist viewpoints and activities as a
viewpoint or activity of the Party, as a component part
of its policy, for this was the only way they could sell their
rotten goods. As soon as the 11-th Plenum of the CC exposed
and condemned Kogi Xoxe's viewpoints and traitorous activity,
as well as the brutal interference of the Yugoslav leadership
in the internal affairs of our Party and country, all the com-
munists, united to a man, associated themsclves with the reso-
lution of the Plenum and rose in struggle against Yugoslav
revisionism and against the hostile activity in the ranks of the
Party.

As to the viewpoints of the other enemies of the Party, like
Sejfulla Maléshova, Tuk Jakova, Bedri Spahiu, Liri Belishova,
etc., even less could it be said that they represented an opposi-
tion line in the ranks of the Party. As soon as these viewpoints
were proved to be anti-Marxist and were demolished as such,
the bearers of them found themselves entirely isolated, without
followers. In every case the communists, to a man, have
upheld the revolutionary line of the Party, and its Central
Committee headed by comrade Enver Hoxha.

This does not mean that in our Party there has never been
the danger of the creation of two opposite lines, of anti-
Party ideological trends in its ranks. This danger has been
continuous, and it is present even today. Such a phenomenon
has had and still has its roots in the fierce class struggle
which is taking place on a national and international scale
between socialism and capitalism, between bourgeois ideology
and proletarian ideology. But the experience of our Party
permits us to draw the conclusion that it is possible to avert
this danger. «Our Partys, says comrade Enver Hoxha, -
wcrushed its internal enemies, beginning with Anastas Lula
and ending with Liri Belishova. The Party has never allowed
hostile activities to become really developed in its rankss
(Speech at the meeting of some basic-level organisations of
the Party, February 1967). From this he draws the following
conclusion: « .. A Marxist-Leninist Party which respects itself
as such cannot permit the existence of two lines in the Party,
thus it cannot permit the existence of one or more factionse
(ibidem).

How has the Party of Labour of Albania avoided the creation
of another opposite revisionist line in its ranks? It has waged
an uninterrupted struggle to preserve and strengthen its
ideological and organisational unity against all sorts of anti-
Marxist viewpoints, against all sort of deviations from its re-
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volutionary line, against right opportunism, against sec-
tarianism and adventurism.

The struggle for ideological and organisational unity has been
carried out in the field of the revolutionary implementation
of the political line of the Party and has not degenerated
into a stream of fruitless debates and discussions nor into a
struggle of personalities. This struggle has been irreconciliable
with any sort of sentimentality, with any sort of unprincipled
bargaining or concession.

The resolute stand of the PLA not to allow any outside inter-
ference in its internal affairs, is also of great importance
in this aspect. It is well known what this interference has
been and how brutally and savagely it has been imposed on the
Albanian people. The Yugoslav revisionists and, subsequently,
the Soviet revisionists, using all their potential, have left no
ways and means unused to force the Party of Labour of
Albania to deviate from its correct, revolutionary political
line, to change this line for their anti-Marxist regressive course.
The PLA however has not yielded to their pressure. On the
contrary, it has courageously fought against the interference
and against modern revisionism. This fight, has not only
saved our Party and its Marxist-Leninist line, but has also
provided it with a great revolutionary experience, with a
keen class sense.

THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA HAS NEVER
DIVORCED ITS WORDS FROM ITS DEEDS

The correctness of the political line of a working class Party
is not appraised only from the Marxist-Leninist sound at
its words, or from the proletarian, popular, socialist, anti-
imperialist form of these words. This correctness is proved
in revolutionary practice, in the results yielded by the line
and activity of the Party. The political line of the working
class Party can never be correct, never revolutionary in the
real sense of the word, if there is not complete unity between
its policy and its revolutionary activity.

The PLA has always considered revolutionary action as the
decisive factor in fulfilling its aim and programmatic tasks.
As far back as the time when it was taking its first steps
in its life, our Party clearly formulated the great principle
of the decisive importance of revolutionary action: «Without
actions there is no communist Party... It is action and struggle
that extends and strengthens the Party; we cannot link
ourselves with the people if we do not prove to them that
we are able to leads (Resolution of the first consultative con-
ference of the active of the CPA, April 1942).

It was precisely action, revolutionary action, that played the
main role in convincing the broad masses of the people of
the correctness of the political line of the Party and led to
the Party’s being accepted, very soon after its founding, as
the sole leader of the national liberation struggle and later to
its remaining the only political Party in the country, the only
leader of the Front, the only leader of the political power, the
only leader of the people’s army, the only leader of socialist
society in Albania.

Revolutionary action has always been the main ground for the
verification of the correctness of the political line of our Party.
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It is on the basis of revolutionary action that the Party has
preserved and strengthened its ties with the masses who have
become convinced from their own experience that the Party
of Labour of Albania demonstrates in deeds what it says
in words, that when it decides something it is capable of
carrying it out through to the end. The great seriousness of
the Party with regard to everything it says and decides, its
ability to carry out the tasks it sets itself, the brilliant results
that have been achieved under the leadership of the Party,
have inspired the masses in their struggle and work, have
aroused in them a great confidence in the Party and in their
own strength, have mobilized all the inexhaustible creative
energies of the people in favour of the revolution, socia-
lism, and rapid progress. Having gained such confidence,
the masses have followed the Party in every step it has taken,
have supported it unreservedly in the struggle for national and
social liberation, for the construction of socialist society, in
struggle against internal and external enemies, against the
imperialists and revisionists. Thus, the line of the Party has
never remained just its line, alone, but has been transformed
into a line of the broad popular masses. This has been the
key to the successful implementation of the political line of
the Party, and to its invincible strength. At the same time
revolutionary action has served as a very important means for
the revolutionary tempering of the communists, it has not allo-
wed them to become inactive, bureaucratized or to develop bour-
geois features, as has occurred in the Soviet Union and in
a number of other former socialist countries. Action continually
sifts out the communists, in general, and the leading
cadres, in particular. Those who have become inert,
who have given up in the face of difficulties and obstacles,
surrendered to the pressure of the class enemy, have been
screened out and rejected. Thus the Party’s ranks have always
been kept pure and healthy.

The Party of Labour of Albania, as a revolutionary working
class Party has always been distinguished from the revisio-
nist parties by the complete unity of its political line and
its practical activity. One of the features of the revisionist
parties is that their words do mnot tally with their deeds.
On the surface their political line seems in general to be a
Marxist-Leninist one. However this line, is not at all recon-
cilable with their practical activity which is, in essence,
reactionary, antipopular. To conceal the reactionary, anti-
socialist character of this activity they pour out torrents of
demagogy and sophistry, perform a thousand and one poli-
tical stunts in order to hoodwink the masses. A typical
example is the cunning and sophisticated tactics pursued
today by the leadership of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union headed by Brezhnev and Kosygin. This leadership which
is revisionist from top to bottom, is striving in every way,
showing exceptionally great care, to appear before the eyes
of the Soviet people and the whole world as if it is following
a Marxist-Leninist, anti-imperialist, policy, But when this
policy is judged not from the words, not from its outward
appearance, but from the practical activity of the leader-
ship of the Soviet Party and state, whether inside the
country or on the international level, it turns out that
that this activity which constitutes the real essence of Soviet
policy, is profoundly revisionist, bourgeois and social-im-
perialist,
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It is these, and many other lessons which the Party of
Labour of Albania draws from its 30-years of experience
which make up a great Marxist-Leninist school for  the
communists and for all the Albanian working people. They
are not satisfied with the results they have achieved, how-
ever great these may be, but inspires them to per-
sist in their revolutionary drive ahead on the road towards
communism, on which the Party of Labour of Albania, with
comrade Enver Hoxha at the head, is leading our people
with determination, wisdom and revolutionary farsightedness.
The Albanian communists workers, peasants and intellectuals,
are conscious that the 6th Congress of the PLA, held in
November 1971, was not only a tribune of the brilliant vic-
tories that have been achieved in the recent years, but also
a tribune which put before them great and difficult tasks. «The
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aim of the taskss — said comrade Enver Hoxha at the Con-
gress, — w«is the further strengthening the cause of socialism
in Albania... We are filled with enthusiasm and optimism

that we shall fulfil and overfulfil these tasks. We find this assu-
rance and conviction in our wonderful people, in their profound
knowledge and wisdom, in the revolutionary spirit and skilful
hands of our working class, in the patriotism of our cooperative
peasantry, in the devotion of our people’s intelligentsia, in
the irresistible creative impetus of our youth, in the
inexhaustible energies of the women of our country. We find
this assurance and conviction in our heroic Party, in its
correct Marxist-Leninist line, in the determination of the
Albanian Communists who are ready as always to overcome
every difficulty and obstacle, to make any sacrifice for the
cause of the people and socialisme,
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OBJECTIVES

OF THE FIFTH FIVE-YEAR

PLAN - MAIN PROPORTIONS

IN THE USE OF NATIONAL
INCOME DURING THIS FIVE-YEAR
PERIOD

By ABDYL BACKA, — economist

The directives of the 6th Congress of the
PLA on the fifth five-year plan for the
development of the economy and culture
for the vears 1971-1975 are a concrete
program of action. They constitute defi-
nite objectives in the fields of the deve
lopment of the productive forces, the
improvement of socialist relations of pro-
duction, and the deepening of the socia-
list revolution in the field of ideology
and culture.

On the basis of these objectives and di-
rectives, the third session of the 7th legis
lature of the People's Assembly approved
the State plan for the development of
the economy and culture of our country
for the fifth five-year plan period. The
new five-year plan is aimed at the gene-
ral strengthening of the people’s econo-
my in order to raise its level of self-suf-
ficiency, at the further strengthening and
extension of the economic, political and
social base of the people’s power, and
al the creation of the conditions for a
further and general raising of the material
wellbeing and cultural standard of the
people. On this basis. more decisive steps
forward will be made towards the trans-
formation of Albania from an agricultural-
industrial country into an industrial-agri-
cultural one. The undertaking of these
great tasks expresses the level attained in
the country's economic and social develop-
ment, harmonizes the dynamism of the
factors of the development of social pro-
duction with the consistent application of
the general line and economic policy of
the Party for the socialist construction of
the country. As always, they cannot be
realized without the planned management
of the people’s economy, without establi-
shing and maintaining correct. optimal
proportions, in conformity with the spe-
cific conditions, needs and concrete possi
bilities, in the whole process of the de-
velopment of the extended socialist re-
production.

THE USE OF THE NATIONAL INCOME
— AN ESSENTIAL PROBLEM

The unified general state plan is a whole
system of connections and coordinations
between the aspects of the extended so-



A night view of the in-
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cialist reproduction, between the factors
for the increase of social production, the
activities of various enterprises and bran-
ches of the people’s economy, as well as
between the quantitative and qualitative
indices of every activity. In the final
analysis all these connections are ma-
terialized and reflected in the use of
the social product and national income,
and especially, in the establishment
and application of correct proportions
between consumption by the population
and the further extension of produc-
tion.

The question of proportions between the
fund of accumulation funds and the fund
of consumption of the national income has
been and remains one of the most funda-
mental problems of the economic policy
of our Party. The rapid rate and large
proportions of the development of the
economy, the increase of the wellbeing of
the people, the strengthening of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat, and the increa-
se of the country’s defence capacity, lar-
gely depend on the amount, structure,
and norm of accumulation, as well as
on its use with the highest possible effec-
tiveness. Therefore, the proportions in the
field of the use of the national income are

not only of economic, but also of po-
litical, ideological, and social impor-
tance.

The necessity for the increase of the fund
of consumption stems from the aim of so-
cialism — the ever better fulfilment of the
material and cultural needs of the peo
ple. But the continuous and stable increa.
se of consumption by the people is possi-
ble only on the basis of the dynamic de-
velopment of production and other social
and cultural activities, and this requires
the constant growth of the proportions of
accumulation. Without accumulation, with-
out giving priority to increasing it there
can be no development of the productive
forces, whereas without increasing  the
individual and social consumption funds,
the material conditions of the working
masses cannot be improved.

The Party of Labour of Albania has always
shown great care to avoid seriously over
burdening either the accumulation funds
or the consumption funds. In defining the
ratio between them the following factors

have always been kept in mind: the ma-
terial structure of social production (ratio
between the branches producting means
of production and the branches producing
consumer goods), the structure in value
of social production (the ratio between
material expenditure and national income,
and the distribution of the latter in pro-
duct for the individual and in product
for society), the rate of development of
various branches of the people’s economy
and of the rise of the living standards
of the population, as well as of a series
of other factors for the country's gene-
ral development. In this sense the norm
of accumulation and, in general, the
proportions in the use of national income,
are an indicator, and at the same time a
resultant, of the entire complex of the
targets of the unified general state
plan.

The criterion for deciding the correct ra-
tio between accumulation and consump-
tion in our country has been and remains
the use of material, financial and labour
resources, in that way, and in those di-
rections, which ensure the best solution
of the problems of socialist construction,
the increase at the highest possible rate of
the national income and the productivity
of labour, and the constant and general in-
crease of the real incomes of the working
people. In this way, accumulation, pro-
duction, and consumption, in our country,
have been developed in a coordinated
and proportional way, by thinking and
working not only for the present but also
for the future. The increase of accumu-
lation and of the volume of production
has always been accompanied with the
increase of consumption, while the in-
crease of consumption has led to the enli-
vening of the economy and has created
a new stimulus for the development of
production. This has been and remains
the dialectics of the development of the
extended socialist reproduction in  our
country.

The experience of our socialist construc-
tion confirms that in the field of the use
of the national income you cannot allow
yourself to be guided only by the future
interests and neglect the present and par-
tial interests, just as you cannot place
the latter above the collective and futu-
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re interests. In this, the most correct cri-
terion is the harmonization of the present-
day interests with those of the future, gi-
ving priority to the latter,

PROPORTIONS OF A DYNAMIC
ECONOMY

The directives of the 6th Congress of the
PLA devote special importance to the use
of national income. Concerning this pro-
blem, they point out: «The distribution
and use of national income should be in
conformity with the need for the further
intensification of the people’s economy
and should be directed towards the rapid
development of the productive forces, in
particular of the heavy processing indus-
try, agriculture and transport, the increa-
se of self-sufficiency of the people’s eco-
nomy, the strengthening of the country's
defence capacity, and the further rais-
ing of the wellbeing of the peo-
ples.

Under the fifth five-year plan, the part
of the national income destined for the
fund of accumulation will account for
34-37 per cent of the total resources for
the development of our country, whereas
the part destined for the fund of consump-
tion fund will make up 63-66 per cent
of the total resources. This will be achie-
ved by directing about 42 per cent of
the increase of the national income to
accumulation. In this way, during the 5th
five-year plan period, too, the trend to
the gradual increase of the norm of accu-
mulation will continue, as an objective
necessity for the speedy development of
our country.

For the five years taken together, the
accumulation fund during the fifth five-
year plan period, as against the fourth
five-year period will increase by 72-75
per cent, compared with the 63 per cent
increase during the fourth five-year pe-
riod over the third five-year period. The
size of the fund of accumulation fund for
the fifth five-year period is about 36
per cent greater than the whole of the
accumulation fund used for 15 years om




At the first workings of one ol
the main projects of the 5th
five-year plan — the oil deep-pro-
cessing plant in Ballsh.

end, over the period, 1951-1965. Capital
investments comprise the main and most
active part of the accumulation fund. The-
refore the fifth five-year period is cha-
racterized by large-scale investments and
construction work, by the construction of
big projects with complex equipment and
uptodate technology. The investments un-
der the new five-year plan are larger than
the total sum invested over the last two
five-year plans (1951-1970) taken together,
or the volume of investments made du-
ring the 18 years, from 1950 till 1967.

On the basis of the structure of the ca-
pital investments, as well as the other
measures of an economic and social cha-
racter which are envisaged for the fifth
five-year plan further changes will be
made in the structure of the use of accu-
mulation. In the first place the weight of
the means and resources going to increa-
se the main productive funds will be
increased. This purpose will absorb about
64 per cent of the accumulation, as against
58 per cent under the fourth 5-year plan.
This constitutes the material base for the

rapid developmenl of industrial produc-
tion, for the creation and development of
new industrial branches such as ferrous
and non-ferrous metallurgy, the production
of various machines and items of equip-
ment, the chemical industry, the deep pro-
cessing of oil, etc,, for the intensification
of agricultural production; for the ex-
tension of railway transport, for the
deepening of the technical and scientific
revolution, and increasing the producti-
vity of social labour in the whole of the
people’s economy.
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All the great resources which are direc-
ted to increasing the main productive
funds, together with those which go te
increase the circulation funds serve the
rapid increase of social production by gi-
ving priority to the increase of produc-
tion of the means of production. In the
vear 1975, as against 1970, social pro-
duction will have increased by nearly 57
per cent, at an average annual rate of
over 9 per cent. In the practice of the
development of our country, the Leninist
thesis that accumulation is not an end in
itself, that the main purpose of production
of the means of production is fulfilment
of the growing needs of man, that it is
necessarily linked with the production of
consumer goods, has been fully veri-
fied.

An important part of the accumulation

fund is directed to the development and
strengthening of the material-technical
base of the social and cultural sectors,
such as education, culture, science, health,
the housing of the population, communal
and vital services, etc. Under the fifth
five-year plan the funds for such pur-
poses will constitute over 18 per cent of
the total accumulation fund. They will be
nearly 68 per cent greater than the funds
used for this purpose during the fourth
five-year period. For the improvement of
the housing conditions of the population
alone about 80.000 appartments and hou-
ses will be built. Thus in 1975 over 60
per cent of the country’s population will
be living in new houses built since the
year 1950.

The main and decisive source of our ac-
cumulation is the internal resources. the
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national income. Therefore there has al-
ways been a constant struggle to increa-
se them at high and stable rates. In the
year 1975, as against 1970, the national
income will have increased by 55-60, at
an average annual rate of 9.5 per cent.
as against 9,1 per cent under the fourth
five-year plan; while the forecast of
average annual growth of the popula-
tion is 2,7 per cent. Herein lies the basis
of the increase of the country’s material
and financial resources and the rapid de-
velopment of the extended socialist repro-
duction.

Increasing social production and the na-
tional income is the decisive way to put
into practice the revolutionary principle of
self-reliance. Certainly, there are diffi-
culties in this process and non-antago-
nistic contradictions arise. This is under-
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standable, for we have to do with the
harmonisation of the individual and par-
tial interests with collective interests, lo-
cal interests with the national interests,
the interests of the present with the in-
terests of the future. The correct Marxist-
Leninist leadership of the Party, the con-
sistent fulfilment of the requirements of
the objective economic laws of socialism,
the revolutionary class education of the
working people, and the application of
the mass line, constitute the main factors
which make the harmonisation of inte-
rests in socialism indispensable and possi-
ble overcoming the difficulties and
obstacles, solving dhe wvarious contra-
dictions correctly and in time and esta-
blishing and maintaining optimal propor-
tions in the development of the eco-
nomy.

During the 5th five-year plan a high rate
of increase of social production will be
maintained. The internal sources of de-
velopment, the proportions and structu-
re of the national income produced in
the country cannot cope with all the
needs of the development of our exten-
ded socialist reproduction. Therefore, the
aid we received in the form of long term
credits from the PR of China, remains an
important factor for the speeding up of
the rates of development of the extended
socialist reproduction. Appreciating this
fraternal aid properly our people are stri-
ving to use it in the most useful way and
are mobilizing all their forces and internal
energies which are continuously grow-

ing and make these the main factor
in the socialist construction of the
country.
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On the basis of the development of so-
cial production, during the fifth five-year
plan the consumption by the population
will be further increased. Under the new
five-year plan, the fund of consumption in
the national income distributed will grow
by 50-55 per cent, exceeding the rate of
increase of the population more than
three fold. Within the fund of consump-
tion, 85", will be for individual consump-
tion and 159, will be for social consump-
tion, the later increasing more rapidly.
This is related to the whole revolutionary
development of our country and to the
greater material and financial possibilities
that have been created.

During the fifth five-year plan real in-
come per head of population will rise by
14-17 per cent and retail trade turnover-
36-39 per cent. Important measures will

Modern technology in service
of advanced socialist aari-
culture.
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be implemented for the extension of so-
cial insurance to the agricultural coope-
ratives, for the improvement of the struc-
ture of consumption by the population, es-
pecially in the countryside, for the ligh-

tening the work of the woman and in-

education, health, extending the telephone
network, road building etc.

Analysis of the targets of the fifth five-
year plan indicates very forcibly that, the
main objective of our socialist produc-
tion is the continuous and general in-

A snapshot of the metallurgical Works of Elbasan

creasing her participation in social pro-
duction. The State will further increase
its aid for the countryside, particularly
for the highland areas, in the ficlds of

crease and improvement of the wellbeing
of the people. The whole development up
of the essential differences between town
and country, industry and agriculture, the
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working class and the peasantry, mental
work and physical work.

CONTINUITY IN THE IMPLEMENTA-
TION OF OUR COURSE

The directing of 34-37 per cent of the
total resources for the country’s deve-
lopment towards accumulation under the
fifth five-year plan, is a result of the
whole material and spiritual development
of our society on the road of socialism.
The general characteristic of the deve-
lopment of the people’s economy is the
gradual increase of the norm of accu-
mulation, the priority increase of the fund
of accumulation, coupled with a constant
and appreciable increase of the size of
the fund of consumption.

Over the entire 20-year period from 1951
to 1970 some 30 per cent of the distribu-
ted national income has been used for
accumulation. In the five-year plans, the
norms of accumulation have been: in the
first (1951-1955) — 25,6 per cent, in the se-
cond (1956-1960) - 27 per cent, in the
third (1961-1965) — 28,8 per cent, and in
the fourth (1966-1970) — 33,9 per cent,
This trend is connected with the priority
development of production of the means
of production, with the increasingly in-
tensive character of the development of
the economy with the steady increase of
the productivity of social labour. Parallel
with the increase of the fund of accumu-
lation the growth of the people’s consump-
tion has also been ensured. The fund
of consumption increased about 4 fold in
1970, compared with 1960, at a time when
the country’s population grew 1,8 times.
Over the whole period of socialist cons-
truction the increase of the fund of
consumption has been more than double
the rate of increase of the po-
pulation.

The structure of the use of national in-
come has always responded dynamically
to the conditions and needs of the peo-
ple’s economy. The norm of accumulation
cannot be something fixed and immuta-
ble; it is the result of the whole econo-
mic and social development of our coun-
try.

From the viewpoint of the material com-
position of the social product, the increa-
se of the norm of accumulation has been
based on the priority increase of pro-
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duction of the means of production. In
general, during the 1951-1970 period, the
ratio of the rate of increase of means of
production to that of consumer goods,
was 1.16 : 1 (in favour of means of produc.
tion). During the first decade (1951-1960)
this ratio was lower (for the second five-
year period 1.09 : 1) whereas in the se
cond decade (1961-1970) it rose lo 1.30 : 1
(in favour of mecans of production). In
conformity with this trend the accumula
tion norm has grown too. Thus, in the
first decade the fund of accumulation
accounted for about 26 per cent of the
national income distributed, whereas in
the second ten-year period it reached
about 32 per cent.

in the first period of the socialist cons-
truction, parallel with the measures for
development of the means of production,
great efforts were necessary to overcome,
as soon as possible, the great backward
ness inherited by our people from the
past, in the field of wellbeing, as well as
to create conditions for the transition
from rationing to the system of free
supply, both in town and countryside
Our country inherited great technical and
economic backwardness, not only in the
production of means of production, but
also in the production of mass consu
mers goods. This is conlirmed by the fact
that in 1960, as against 1950, while agri-
cultural production was 1,4 times greater.
the production of the light and foodstuffs
industries was about 6 times grea-
ter.

In the past decade the situation changed
visibly. The courageous strides ahead la-
ken in the construction of the material
and technical base of socialism, the con-
tinuous pursuit of the line of transfor-
ming the country from an agricultural
industrial country into an industrial-agri
cultural one, the maintenance of high ra
tes of development and the deepening of
self-reliance, are the main factors that ha
ve required and continue to require that
the means of production increase more
rapidly than consumer goods. In confor-
mity with this, the norm of accumulation
has been increased, too.

From the viewpoint of the proportions in
value of the extended reproduction, the
rate of increase of the norm of accumu-
lation has been preceded by and based on
the continuous increase of the producti-
vity of social labour. In order to increa-

se the national income the aim has been
and it has been made possible to harmo-
nize correctly, in conformity with our
conditions, the raising of the productivity
of social labour with the increase of the
number of workers in the sphere of ma-
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doubled, the decisive role in the increase
of national income has been played by
the saving of living labour materialized
in the increase of labour productivity.
During this period more than 65 per cent
of the increase of national income has

In one of the halls of the high precision instruments plant
in Korca

terial production. Analysis of the influen-
ce of various factors brings out that in
1970, as against 1950, though the number
of workers in material production has

been secured by increasing the producti-
vity of labour. This assists the priority
increase of the source of socialist accu-
mulation, the rapid development of the




18 o 1, (2) 1972 ALBANIA TODAY

people’s economy, the rational use of the Third, increased effectiveness in the use failing to increase the effectivenes of the
‘abour force, both in town and country, of the fund of accumulation and especial-  use of accumulation funds means, in the
and the increase of the wellbeing of the ly of capital investments. The experience  final analysis, basing the increase of so-
people as a whole. of our socialist construction confirms that  cial production solely or mainly on the

MAIN PROBLEMS IN ACHIEVING THE
OBJECTIVES

In fulfilling our tasks in the field of dis-
tribution and use of national income, and
those stemming from the fifth 5-year plan
as a whole, we are faced with a series
of important economic and social pro-
blems. Among these problems we could
mention the following:

First, acceleration of the rate of increase
of the productivity of social labour. The
target set requires that about 70 per cent
of the increase of social production, and
about 80 per cent of the increase of na-
tional income be ensured from the
increase of labour productivity. The-
se are indices of an intensive eco-
nomy. Their attainment is an objec-
tive necessity, which is linked with the
maintenance of high rates of development
of social production, and in the first pla-
ce, of the production of the means of
production, with ensuring the conditions
so that agriculture’s needs for manpower
are met with the carrying out of the great
tasks for the development of the social
and cultural sectors, and with the raising
of the real incomes of the working peo-
ple.

Second, the greater and more rapid de-
velopment of agricultural production, This
is due to the fact that agriculture is one
of the most difficult and most important
fronts of social production. It is the basic
sector of the people’s economy, which
constitutes the main source of the inco-
mes of the peasantry, ensures the major
part of the commodities of mass consump-
tion for the entire country, fulfills the
needs of the light and foodstuffs indus-
tries for raw materials, and, finally, is an
important source of exports. Under the
fifth five-year plan special importance
will be attached to the further intensifica-
tion and modernization of agricultural
production, strengthening  its material
and technical basc and dcepening the
scientific character of the organisation
and management of agricultural enter
prises and cooperatives,
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increase of the accumulation funds. This
is an impasse which damages the balance
of the economy, which restricts the in-
crease of consumption by the populatiorn,

and the future increase of production
itsclf. Therefore, at the 6th Congress of
the Party the task of achieving the high-
est possible cffectiveness of social pro-
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duction with the least possible expenditu-
re of the living and materialized labour
was put forward.

The main proportions in the field of the
use of national income are not general
and unconcretised. They are analysed and
materialized in all the indexes of the
plan for the branches of the sphere of
material production and of the non-
productive sphere. But they have their
basis in the targets of the plan for each
enterprise, agricultural cooperative, and
institution. Such is the revolutionary un-
derstanding of the targets of the plan,
such is the road to harmonize the partial
with the gencral, all the interests in our
socialist society, in a single dialectical
unity. -

Hills are also turned into farmland.
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In Albania, the agrarian question  has
been and remains a very important com
ponent part of the general line of the
Party in every stage of our revolution and
socialist construction. This is due not
only to the demands of the practical ap
plication of Marxism-Leninism but
to special national reasons.

also

FIRST REVOLUTION IN AGRARIAN
RELATIONS

On the eve of the second world war Al
bania was a backward agricultural coun
try. The overwhelming majority of the
population, or 87 per cent of it, was ma-
de up of peasants. Farming was the main
branch of the national economy. It was
characterized by one-sided extensive de-
velopment, on a monocultural basis. The
level of the productive forces and produc

tivity of labour was exceptionally low.
Small scale production based on manual,
rudimentary means and equipment pre-
vailed, along with feudal relations of pro-
duction. Large lambed estates were quite
widespread, particularly in the country’s
most fertile lowland areas, whereas in the
social life of the highlands specially in
the North, patriarchal hangovers were still
present, Capitalist relations of produc-
tion were, in general, in their initial sta
ge. The national income which was crea-
ted in the countryside could barely meet
the needs of simple reproduction of a
poor economy.

The foreign  occupation
brought the country further great devas-
tation. Per head of population, the da:
mage inflicted on the

Italo-German

economy of our

country in the years of the second world
war was the greatest in Europe.

Thus, before the establishment of the peo-
ple’s power, ours was a backward coun-
try, with a very backward level of politi-
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cal, social and economic development, a
country where national-colonial oppres-
sion existed, a country which had not go-
ne through the complete cycle of the ca-
pitalist mode of production.

The establishment of the state power of
the workers and peasants on the 29th of
November 1944, as a result of the triumph
of the people’s revolution, marked the
country’s liberation from the national-co-
lonial yoke and social oppression. Alba
nia’s liberation marked the great day of
the true rebirth of our people, the de-
marcation line where the old world ended
and the new world, the brilliant era of
socialism began. Since this time our re-
volution has passed through three main
stages: the anti-imperialist, democratic
stage, for the winning of national inde-
pendence and the establishment of the
people’s state power, the stage of the
establishment of new socialist relations,
which was crowned with the victory of

the economic base of socialism in both

town and country; the stage of the con-
plete building of socialist society, which
our country has entered and is develop-
ing.

In the field of economic-social changes
the transformations of socialist character
in the town and especially in the coun-
tryside were the most important tasks,
While state socialist ownership was esta-
blished in industry, building-trade, com
munication, foreign trade, internal who-
lesale trade, in the banking and credit
system, etc., two roads were pursued in
the countryside: the nationalisation of
the principal means of production, of the
lands of the big state and
monastery property, and the creation on
this basis of state farms, as well as the
socialist transformation of small produ-
cers, the socialist cooperation of the pea-
santry. Before the cooperation of agri-
culture was carried out the land reform
was implemented in the countryside on
the principle «the land belongs to him that

landowners,

By HASAN BANIA

cultivates it«, and, at a second stage, the
collectivisation of agriculture was started
and concluded successfully, on the basis
of the Leninist principles of conviction and
free will,

The land reform marked the first revolu-
tion in the social-economic
the countryside. A main feature of this
revolution was the democratic transfor-
mation of the relations of ownership over
the land, the liquidation of the class of
big landowners, of feudalism and the be-
ginning of capitalism. The thing that was
solution to the
between  the
advanced political power and its back-
ward economic base in the countryside, as
between town

relations of

to provide the complete
antagonistic contradiction

well as the contrast and
country, was the socialist transformation
of agriculture. The collectivisation of agri-
culture constitutes the second revolution;
it marked the most radical turning-point

in the social-economic relations of the

countryside. With the complete establish-
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ment of socialist relations in the coun-
tryside, its rapid development on the
road of socialism became possible.

The many-years experience of the revo-
lutionary road pursued by our Party in
building socialism in the countryside has
proved that this is a long and difficult
process which includes a series of revo-
lutionary transformations of a deep ideo-
logical, social, economic and technical
character, etc. The great correctness of
the Leninist ideas has been fully verified
in our reality. With us the collectiviza-
tion of agriculture was carried out with-
out having previously carried out the na-
tionalization of the land, under the con-
ditions of private property, without wait-
ing for the industrialization of the coun-
try, under the circumstances of uninter-
rupted class struggle.

Speaking about this fundamental ques-
tion at the 5th Congress of the PLA,
comrade Enver Hoxha pointed out: «The
development of agriculture and the ex-
perience of socialist construction in our
countryside confirm the importance and
universal validity of the teachings of
Marxism-Leninism, that the only road for
the building of socialism in the country-
side, in countries with a fragmented pea-
sant economy, is the collectivization of
agriculture. Any road other than collec-
tivization leads only to the development
or restoration of capitalism in the coun-
trysides.

Thus, in the solution of the agrarian ques-
tion, our Party has been guided by the
teachings of Marxism-Leninism and has
implemented them in conformity  with
our specific historical conditions. This is
a policy diametrically opposed to all the
anti-Marxist, bourgeois and revisionist
«theoriess and practices. The chieftains of
the 2nd International — Kautsky, Bauer
and company. made the agrarian question
conditional on, and tied it to, the deve-
lopment of the productive forces, and the
carrying out of the industrialization of
the country. In capitalist countries, due
to the fact that the political power is in
the hands of the bourgeoisie and capita-
list private ownership over the means of
production is in force, there is a profound
contrast between town and countryside.
This constitutes the deep antagonistic po-
litical and socio-economic contradiction in
the relations in the countryside, which
curbs the development of the countryside,
causes class differentiation and economic
polarization, the abandonment of the

countryside and its subjugation by the
capitalist town. On this basis various
«theoriess of the subjugation of the coun-
tryside by the town and its blind tailing
after the latter have come into existence.
The modern revisionists who have discor-
ded Marxism-Leninism, have given up the
positions of socialism in the countryside,
advocating spontaneity. This has led to
the slackening of the rates of development
of the productive forces and, in general,
to the backwardness of agriculture, to
the birth and enlivement of capitalism
with all its social-economic consequences.

SUPERIORITY OF THE COOPERATIVE
ORDER

During the years of the people's power,
under the correct Marxist-Leninist lea-
dership of the PLA, socialist agriculture
has achieved a series of successes. This
is clearly shown by figures. In 1970, the
country’s total agricultural production, as
compared with 1965, was 33 per cent grea-
ter, with an average annual rate of increa-
se of 5,8 per cent. During the last deca-
de (1961-1970) total agricultural produc-
tion was 61 per cent higher than during
the previous decade (1951-1960). During
the fifth five-year plan (1971-1975) in ac-
cordance with the directives of the 6th
Congress of the PLA, total agricultural
production will increase by 65-69 per cent,
at an average annual rate of 10,8 per cent.
Production of field crops, livestock
forming and fruit-growing will all in-
crease.

The 6th Congress of the PLA pointed out
that, despite the progress made on the
road of socialism, our country is still an
agrarian-industrial one. Agriculture Thas
been and remains the basic sector of
our people’s economy. It constitutes the
principal source of income for the major
part of the country’s population, provides
the overwhelming part of the basis food
products for consumption by the popula-
tion, fulfills the needs of the light manu-
facturing industry for raw materials and
is an important source of our exports.
The directives of the 6th Congress of the
PLA envisage a great increase in agricul-
tural production. The realisation of all the
tasks of the fifth five-year plan (1971-
1975), the successful functioning of the ex-
tended socialist reproduction, as well as
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the maintenance of the high rates and the
proportions decided in the plan for the
increase of social production and national
income depend directly on the realisation
of the targets on the front of agricultural
production.

Agriculture, like the whole of economy,
is characterized by its increasing level of
intensification. It is envisaged that 4/5
of the increase in agricultural production
under the fifth five-year plan, will re-
sult from the rise of per hectare yields
of agricultural crops and of the producti-
vity of livestock farming. This means that
during the fifth five-year plan, for the
five years taken together, about 50 per
cent more food grain and 2,2 times more
cotton and potatoes, will be raised from
the same area of land whereas with an
increase of only 22 per cent in the
area sown to fodder crops 64 per
cent more livestock products will be
produced.

As pointed out by the Party, this rapid
development of the productive forces in
the countryside and the intensification of
agricultural production are not a simple
quantitative growth and do not constitu-
te merely a technical production process.
On the contrary, this development is a
many-sided process, of an ideological, po-
litical and socio-economic character, which
includes both the material aspects of the
productive  forces and their social as-
pects.

At the present stage of the socialist revo-
lution, the improvement of the social as-
pects of the relations of production in the
countryside, affects a broad circle of pro-
blems. As has been said, the socialist re-
volution has correctly and successfully
solved many fundamental problems in
this field. Through a motive force in the
people’s revolution, the peasant gained
his freedom and became master of the
land. The exploitation of man by man,
as well as the contrast between town and
countryside have been eliminated. All
the ties and relations between town and
countryside, between industry and agri-
culture, between the working class and
cooperativist peasantry have been esta-
blished on a just socialist economic-social
basis.

From the political viewpoint the coope-
rativist order strengthened the socialist
state, the militant alliance between the
workers and peasants, as the social basis
of the people’s power, enhanced the role
and responsibility of the peasantry and
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ils active participation in the management
of social affairs.

From the economic viewpoint, the coope-
rativist order placed agriculture on the
rails of a modern economy of large-scale
socialist production, and greatly develo-
ped the productive forces.

From the social viewpoint, the coopera-
tivist order not only liberated the peasan-
try from social oppression, but also ex-
cluded any possibility of a return to the
old feudal-bourgeois relations in the fields
of ownership, exchange, distribution and
consumption.

IMPROVEMENT OF SOCIALIST RELA-
TIONS IN THE COUNTRYSIDE

~Now we are faced with the task of the
continued, revolutionary improvement of
the new socialist relations in the coun-
tryside. The liquidation of the antagonis-
tic contradictions between the country-
side and the town gives way to the stra-
tegic task of reducing and later, in the
future, eliminating the essential differen-
ces between town and countryside.
Speaking at the 6th Congress of the PLA
about this strategic and tactical task of
the Party in the countryside in the pre-
sent stage of the complete construction of
socialist society, comrade Enver Hoxha
pointed out among other things: «In the
present stage of the complete construc-
tion of socialism we must step up our
work still more to reduce the essential
differences between town and countrysi-
de. The results achieved in this respecl
are great, but they must be carried for-
ward relying firmly on the actual situa-
tion of our countryside, on the special
national characteristics and the possibili-
ties of our economys. "

Here it is a question of social-economic
differences which stem from the cha-
racter of the socialist relations of pro-
duction. As is known, between industry
and agriculture there are also differen-
ces of a material and technical nature,
such as natural conditions, biological
features, and the seasonal character of
production. While the essential differen-
ces are being reduced, the material and
technical ones remain.

In our country the process of reducing

the essentiel differences between town

and country started long ago. Among the

mosl unportant measures adopted and 1m
plemented by the Party and the socialist
State in this direction are those for the
rapid development of the productive for-
ces, for the strengthening of the mate-

rial-technical base, for the intensifi-
cation of agriculture. Parallel with
this, compulsory free education, and
free of charge health services have

been implemented throughout the coun-
tryside, the provision of electric power
in all the villages has been concluded, and
Albania is one of the few countries in
the world with all its cities, inhabited
centers and villages supplied with elec-
tric power. Taxes on the incomes of wor-
king people, including those employed in
agriculture, have been completely aboli-
shed. A big job has been done likewise
in extending the motor road and telepho-
ne networks, and a large number of so-
cial and cultural establishments have been
set up. At the end of 1970 there were more
than 3000 production units and workshops,
over 2,600 service units, over 1.900 cre-
ches, 1.400 kindergartens functioning in
the villages of our country. Under the
fourth five-year plan alone some 10.000
social and cultural establishments and mo-
re than 40.000 dwelling houses were built
in the villages.

On this basis, the standard of living in
the countryside has steadily risen. Inco-
mes have increased, prices of a series of
consumer goods have been reduced, and
a series of mesures favourable to the agri-
cultural cooperatives have been carried
out.

The revolutionary improvement of the
new socialist relations in the countryside
is of great importance to the full cons-
truction of socialist society, for they
open a broad road to the development
of the productive forces, improve the pro-
perty relations as well as those of dis-
tribution, exchange, and consumption.

A characteristic feature of the socialist
relations in the countryside, too, is their
conformity with the character of the pro-
ductive forces which, as a general rule,
are always advancing. Therefore, the buil-
ding of socialism in the countryside has
been and is being carried out in our
country on the basis of the conscious,
coordinated and uninterrupted develop-
ment of the productive forces as well as
of the relations of production. This is a re-
volutionary process which is carried out
in conformity with the Marxist-Leninist
general line of the Party and with the
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requirements ol the objeclive Jlaws ol
tne revolution and sociaust construction.
The strengtnening oi property  relations
constitutes the ovasis or tne periection or
sociaust relations in the countrysiae, too.
As a result ol Lne rapid developmeal ox
tne productive torces, soclaust property
in the countryside, in its two rorins — state
and cooperative,
During the years or the peopies power
tne area or arabic iand nas been iuciea-
sed. In 19/0 the urngation capacity was
38 per cent greater Lnan in 190U, coveriny
94 per cent of the area of arable lanu.
Likewise 1n 19/0, the voiume of mechani-
zed work increased B0 per cent as compa-
red with that of 1900, whereas tne che-
mucal fertinzer suppued to agriculture in-
creased 5 times. £ Kg. of acuve suostan-
ce were used per hectare of cultivated
land, n 1970, thus taking a big stride
anead and surpassing the neignbouring
countries.

This rapid development of the productive
orces nas been associated with a fur-
ther extension of the scale or socializa-
tion of property and labour. A cparacte-
rIStic of these recent years is the exten-
sion of the group property through the
enlargement or cooperatives. At tne ena
of 19/0 the number of agricuitural coope-
ratives was 643, compared with the 1.a84
that existed in 1960. Each cooperative
owned on the average, 736 hectares o
land. They accounted ror the 77 per cent
of the total agricultural production rea-
lised.

lias  yreauy extenuea.

WAYS TO PERFECTION. CREATION
OF COOPERATIVES OF A HIGHER
TYPE

In accordance with the directives of the
Gth Congress of the PLA the property re-
lations in the countryside are to be per-
fected in three principal ways: First, by
further strengthening the existing group
property, on the basis of the increase and
intensification of production: second, by
extending the scale of socialization of the
group property through further mergers
between cooperatives, and, third, through
the creation of a number of agricultural
cooperatives of a higher type with the
participation of the State in them.

The agricultural cooperatives with state
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participation are a higher form of orga-
nization of property in the countryside. In
our country they are being organized for
the first time, according to the directions
of the 6th Congress of the Party. As big
socialist economies, these cooperatives
coordinate better the interests of the
group with the interests of society: they
represent an important step forward to-
wards the raising of the group property
to the level of the property of the whole
people; they make possible the further
narrowing of differences between town
and countryside. These cooperatives re-
present a new and more advanced stage of
the development of the cooperative order
in the countryside, in which the socialist
state contributes to the development of
the economy by financing investments, so
as to ensure higher rates and a more ra-
pid development of agriculture through
the intensification and modernization of
production, placing it on a scientific ba-
sis and raising organization and manage-
ment to a higher level. According to the
criteria laid down by the Party, the par-
ticipation of the socialist state in the
cooperatives of a higher type takes place
under the conditions of the preservation
of the principle of the property of the
group and of the relations of distribution
and exchange stemming from it. In pro-
portion with the nonrepayable financial
means, the state contributes to these agri-
cultural cooperatives, mainly with sup-
plementary investments for clearing le-
velling and protecting land, construction
of drainage and irrigation works, for es-
tablishing of fruit tree plantations, for
construction of a productive character, for
increasing the number of pedigree ani-
mals, etc. In these cooperatives the pea-
sant’s individual plot of land is preserved.
Work will be carried out on the basis of
norms and valued in money and not in
work days. That will be guaranteed pay.
In these cooperatives, the cooperativist
democracy will be preserved and integra-
ted with the principle of unified manage-
ment. In the field of planning, finance, re-
cord keeping and the organisation of work
and production, in general the same or si-
milar forms to those of the state agricul-
tural enterprises will be implemented.

The transition to this new form of or-
ganisation and management of the agri-
cultural cooperative economy is a result
of their increasing strength and of the
growth of the financial and material-tech-
nical possibilities which the state has to

assist the cooperatives. These cooperatives
of a higher type are more advanced than
the other agricultural cooperatives, but
they are not yet state agricultural enter-
prises. Differences still exist between them
in the fields of ownership, exchange, and
distribution. The cooperatives of a higher
type are an intermediaire and transitions
form. In many directions of their organi-
sation, economy and equipment they are
very close to state enterprises. As the
conditions mature, in the future, they will
pass gradually to the property of the
whole people.

The organisation of the agricultural coope-
ratives of a higher type is a new theore-
tical and practical experience in the so-
cialist construction of the countryside and
in the narrowing of the differences bet-
ween it and the town, a new road for the
present and the future. Proceeding on this
road, the most powerful agricultural
cooperatives which have been established
on the most fertile plains of our country
will increase production at more rapid
rates and will guarantee stable supplies
of those products which our people’s eco-
nomy needs most, Parallel with the expe-
rience gained and with the conditions and
possibilities created, this form of organi-
sation will be gradually extended to the
other agricultural cooperatives, too, and
measures will be worked out to liquidate,
little by little, those differences existing
today between the forms of socialist pro-
perty in the countryside.

While perfecting the socialist relations in
the countryside, special attention is de-
voted also to the other aspects such as
the further deepening of the social divi-
sion of labour between the branches and
sub-branches of production, exchange re-
lations, those of distribution and consump-
tion. Marx described the relations of ex-
change and distribution as the other im-
portant aspect of the relations of produc-
tion.

In this direction importance is attached
to deciding a correct ratio in the division
of the incomes of the cooperatives into
the fund of accumulation and the funds
of social and individual consumption,
bearing in mind that the individual dis-
tribution must always be done in accor-
dance with the demands of the socialist
law of distribution according to work.
Of very great importance to the develop-
ment and perfection of socialist relations
in the countryside is the directive of the
6th Congress of the PLA for the further
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strengthening of the economic links and
improvement of the exchange of produc-
tive activity between the countryside
and the town. Among the most important
measures being implemented in this field
are the following: the abolition of the
obligatory grain delivery system and the
passage to voluntary selling at prices dif-
ferentiated for the highland and lowland
areas; the unification of selling prices so
that the agricultural cooperatives can buy
industrial commodities used for reproduc-
tion on the same terms as the state agri-
cultural enterprises, improvements in sup-
plying the peasantry with industrial goods
and food stuffs so that the living con-
ditions on the countryside become closer
to those of the town.

The implementation of these measures
from the beginning of the fifth five-year
plan period is a consequence of the in-
crease of production and of the incomes
of the peasantry. Now the agricultural
units in the countryside are big socialist
economics which are increasing the quan-
tity of production for the market for year
to year, Previously many  agricultural
units in various areas of our country we-
re not self-sufficient in grain, for they
were still undeveloped and poor from
the economic-productive viewpoint, but
now the situation is very different. Not
only have they become self-sufficient in
grain, but they also deliver large gquanti-
ties of surplus grain to the state. -

PENSIONS FOR THE

PEASANTRY

WORKING

Another measure of very great importan-
ce to the strengthening of the cooperati-
vist order and the raising of the mate-
rial well being and cultural standard of
the peasantry, is the establishment of the
pension system covering all the coope-
rativist peasants. Recently there has been
a considerable increase in the number of
agricultural cooperatives which have be-
gun to give their members old age pen-
sions, as well as social insurance aid, etc.,
from their own funds. The 6th Congress
of the PLA laid down the task of esta-
blishing a full system of old age, disable-
ment and family pensions during the year
1971. This system is established according
to unified criteria, the funds will be cen-
tralized and administered by the state.
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Benefits for temporary incapacity emer-
gency benefit and benefits for expectant
mothers will continue to be provided by
each agricultural cooperative according to
its economic possibilities, but always on
the basis of unified criteria.  Unified
criteria will be applied also to the pen-
sions of the three kinds as to age, length
of service and the rate of pension paid.

The application of these measures in the
field of social insurance in the country-
side will increase the weight and influen-
ce of the social consumption funds. Toge-
ther with the incomes received by the
cooperated peasants from the distribution
of funds for individual consumption
through their participation in the common
work, on the basis of the work days
carried out and the production achieved
from the distribution of the funds for

individual consumption, the social con-
sumption funds will increase the real per
capita income of the population and will
improve the material and cultural stan-
dards of peasantry.

Important financial means from the cen-
tralized funds of the society and of the
agricultural cooperatives themselves, will
be invested in the countryside during the
fifth five-year period for social-cultural
establishments. The extension of the te-
lephone network to all the villages will
be completed, the automobile road net-
work will be extended, supplies of drin-
king water will be improved, ectc.

The application of these measures in the
countryside on a national scale is of great
social, political and economic importance.
They have to do with the speedy develop-
ment of the productive forces, with
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achieving a greater and more rapid in-
crease of agricultural production, with the
guaranteeing of its stability and with the
harmonization of the development of
agricultural production with the other
branches of the people’'s economy. These
measures will have a great influence on
raising the scientific management of the
agricultural economy to a higher level
and on narrowing the differences bet-
ween the town and the country.

The working class plays the leading role
in this whole revolutionary process of
transformation of the mode of produc-
tion and way of life in the countryside.
As the leading class, it stands in the fo-
refront of the all-round revolutionisation
of the whole of our national life, illumi-
nated in its work by the light-giving
teachings of Marxism-Leninism.

1) E. Hoxha, Report to 6th Congress of
the PLA, page 80.
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In the People’'s Republic of Albania a real
revolution has been carried out in the
field of education and the school during
the years of the people’s power. The edu-
cation policy of the Party has aimed at
making education the property of the
broad masses of the people in order to
equip them with sound knowledge and
culture and build a socialist school as a
center of the communist and revolutiona-
ry education of the rising generation and
of all the working people. These aims,
once considered as distant objectives, ha-
ve become concrele reality in our country
today.

THE PRESENT AND THE HERITAGE
OF THE PAST

Our country inherited great backward-
ness in the field of education and cul-
ture from the antipopular regimes of the
past. This situation faced us with a two
fold task — the revolution in the field of
education and culture had to be carried
out simultaneously in breadth and depth,
solving one after the other, the complica-
ted tasks of the creation of the complete
educational system ranging from the ele-
mentary school to the higher school, and
giving it a mass character as well as of
transforming the school from a feudo-
bourgeois school into a truly socialist
school. The solution of the quantitative
and gualitative problems of the revolu-
tion in the field of the school and edu-
cation, in close connection with one ano-
ther, constitutes its specific  character
which has left its mark on all the stages
of the development of this revolution.

The revolution in the field of education
and the school has been a living dialec-
tical process characterized by continuous
advance by overcoming the various diffi-
culties and contradictions that have ari-
sen, as well as by the elimination of the

In Albania a great importance is at-
tached also to pre-school education

problems of growth. The great transfor-
mations achieved in the field of educa-
tion and the school in our country are a
great historic victory of the party and the
people’s state power. The liquidation of
iliteracy, the compulsory primary educa-
tion since the early years of the libera-
tion of the Fatherland, the complete rea-
lization of the compulsory 8-year school-
ing and its extension to the most remote
areas of our country, the rapid extension
of sccondary schooling, the organisation
of the system of part time schooling for
people who continue in their jobs, the
organisation for the first time in our
country of higher education and. in par-
ticular, the creation of the State Univer-
sity of Tirana, etc,, constitute the high-
lights of the vigorous development in
breadth of our people’s education. On this
basis, within the 20-year period (1946
1238), that is, the period beginning with
the education reform which laid the foun-
dations of the development of the peo-
ple’s education, and ending with the his
toric 5th Congress of the PLA, our coun-
try has been transformed from a country
with 80-85 per cent of its population illi-
terate and with the network of elementa-
ry schools, very limited, both in town and
countryside, into a country where illite-
racy has been completely wiped out and
where education and culture are thriving.
At present one out of every three per-
sons in Albania studies, attends one of
the many forms of the school system ex-
tended to all over the country.

In all its stages, the development of our
school and education system has kept
abreast of the general economic-social
development of the country on the road
of socialist construction. And this is only
natural, because the development of the
institutions of the superstructure of socie-
ty is dependent on and a result of the
changes and development of the base, i.c
of production. Therefore, the building ot
the socialist system of education and of
the socialist school is a result of the
profound changes in the structure of our
society and of the struggle for the build-
ing of socialism. In this way all the ef-
forts made and the results achieved in
our country in the field of education and
the school have always been aimed at
having them serve the policy of the par-
ty and its struggle for the building of so-
cialist society, for the education of the
new man, in the best possible way. It is
for this reason that at every important
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