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SOME LESSONS FROM
THE 30-YEARS EXPERIENCE
OF THE POLICY AND
REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITY
OF THE P.L.A.

Ndreci Plasari: Member of the CC of the PLA, professor,
historian, author of studies and monographs about the history
of the PLA and National liberation War of the Albanian peo-
ple. —

LAspects Of

The Vanguc
And Soci

The 30-year course of the Party of Labour of Albania is a real
treasury of revolutionary experience. It is the experience of a
working class party which has pursued a correct Marxist-
Leninist line during its whole history and has secured victories
of capital importance for the Albanian people in all the stages
of the revolution which it has led. From this experience there
are many lessons demonstrating the scientific character of
Marxism-Leninism, its incalculable power for movement and
transformation when it is faithfully and creatively applied.
The working out of a correct line by the Marxist-Leninist
party of the working class is a difficult and complicated
task, requiring wisdom and revolutionary determination. No
less difficult, and complicated, in fact even more so, is the
implementation of the political line of the party, implementa-
tion which must overcome countless obstacles, dangers, and
complicated situations, which inevitably arise along the road
of the revolution.

GREAT IMPORTANCE OF ACCUMULATING AND SUMMING
UP ITS OWN REVOLUTIONARY EXPERIENCE IN WORKING
OUT ITS POLITICAL LINE

The Party of Labour of Albania has not worked out its com-
plete political line, and programme, for one or other stage of
the revolution, all at once. At the beginning it has laid the
foundations of its general line, first of all, clearly defining
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its strategic aim, then it has enriched and completed this
line in the course of the revolution.

When the Party was founded, it laid the basis of its political
line for the period of the National Liberation War. The First
Conference of the Albanian Communist Party, held in March
1943, summed up the revolutionary experience accumulated
during the 15 months of its existence, and, on this basis,
worked out the general line more deeply and extensively gi-
ving the Party a more or less complete program. However,
this program was still incomplete. It was completed later on,
always through the summing up of the experience which
was being accumulated in the revolutionary practice of the
struggle to carry out the strategic and tactical tasks defined
earlier.

The foundations of the political line for the stage of the cons-
truction of the basis of socialism were laid at the 5th Plenum
of the Central Committee of the Albanian Communist Party,
in February 1946. The First Congress of the A.C.P., held in
November 1948, summed up the experience accumulated du-
ring the early post-liberation years and provided the Party
with a scientific program for the construction of this basis.
This program was further enriched and deepened at the 2nd
and 3rd Congresses of the Party.

The foundations of the political line for the new stage of the
complete construction of socialist society were laid at the 4th
Congress of the Party of Labour of Albania. The 5th Congress
of the Party supplemented this line considerably and made
clearer the strategic and tactical tasks of the Party at the

rd Of The Revolution

alist Construction

By NDRECI PLASARI

present stage. The 6th Congress further enriched and deepened
the program for the complete construction of socialism in
Albania.

Thus, when we speak of the political line, of the program of
our Party at a given stage of the revolution, we do not find
it in one single document, report, decision, or resolution of a
Congress, Conference or plenum of the CC of the Party, but
in many documents and materials of the leading organs, in
various works by comrade Enver Hoxha. These documents
and works contain a summing up of the experience accumu-
lated in the tide of the revolution and socialist construction,
and, on this basis, the program has been enriched, deepened
and extended.

Why has the PLA not worked out a complete and compre-
hensive program for an historical stage of the revolution
right at the beginning of that stage? The sole reason is that
at the outset it lacked sufficient of the necessary experience
of revolutionary leadership. This experience is gained mainly
in practical revolutionary activity. Neither Marxism-Leninism,
nor the experience of a fraternal Party can ever give the wor-
king class party of this or that country a political line ready-
made and complete. Besides the Marxist-Leninist theory which
illuminates the road and besides the experience of the fraternal
parties which helps, for the revolutionary Party of the working
class its own revolutionary experience is absolutely necessary
in working out its political line.

The application of such a principle and practice has meant that
the political line of the PLA has always been a dynamic for-
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ce, that it has never been a program of petrified dogma, but
a living creative program always up with the time.

At the same time this has helped the party to test the cor-
rectness of its line in the current of revolutionary practice
and to free it of its mistakes and shortcomings.

While giving first importance to its own revolutionary expe-
rience in working out its political line, the PLA has also profit-
ted from the experience of the fraternal parties, of the entire
international communist movement. In particular it has gai-
ned a great deal from the expericnce of the Bolshevik Party.
Today it benefits especially from the revolutionary experience
of the Communist Party of China. In relation to this question,
comrade Enver Hoxha says: «Our Party based itself on the
teachings of Lenin and Stalin, on the valuable experience
of socialist construction in the Soviet Union, but it could not
copy and apply it mechanically.« The PLA has adapted the
revolutionary experience of the fraternal parties to the historic,
economic, and social conditions of our country. Any mecha-
nical copying of the revolutionary experience of another
party or country, yields nothing but a bad parody with
irreparable consequences for the working class Party that
permits such a mistake. There have been some manifesta-
tions of mechanical copying of the experience of other parties
in the Party of Labour of Albania. This happened in the
years 1945-1947, when the Yugoslav revisionists, aiming to
turn our Party into an appendage of their own Party, and
our country into a Yugoslav province, tried to impose their
anti-Marxist political line, methods, and forms. There
have been isolated instances, also, of taking elements
and forms from the experience of socialist construc-
tion in the Soviet Union, without carefully studying
them and without adapting them to our specific conditions,
But these instances have not radically affected the political
line of the party, which has been built up, in general, on
the basis of Marxism-Leninism and of our revolutionary expe-
rience. Besides this any forms and methods borrowed from
abroad, or alien to Marxism-Leninism, have been discarded
by the PLA when life has proved them unsuitable to our
national reality and replaced with revolutionary forms and
methods that have responded to our conditions.

ON THE FUNDAMENTAL SOCIAL CONTRADICTION AT
A GIVEN STAGE OF THE REVOLUTION

Human society in general, consequently the society in a
given country, is full of contradictions which necessarily have
a class character when it is a question of class society. The
existence of oppositions in the bosom of society determines
that there must be struggle between them. Without this
struggle there can be no solution of them, that is, there can be
ne onward development. The contradictions in society are not
all of equal importance. There are some which, at a given
moment, are converted into obstacles that hinder the whole
development of society. An obstacle of this nature cannot
be destroyed other than by means of the revolution which
brings about radical upheavals in the life of the society.

ALBANIA TODAY

It is not easy to define the fundamental contradiction, in
other words, the Nr. 1 obstacle which must be overcome in
the respective country or at a given stage of the revolution,
in order to ensure the normal development of society, its
transition from capitalism to communism. Social contradictions
present themselves in extremely complicated forms, bearing
in mind that different countries are not of the same degree
of development and that the internal contradictions are entan-
gled with the external contradictions,

To know now to determine the fundamental contradiction
correctly, (that contradiction which demands solution before
the others, or on the solution of which the solution of the other
contradictions depends) is the prime indispensable condition
for the working class party to build a correct political line,

In our country, as is known, the revolution has passed through
three historic stages.

In the first stage, that is during the National-Liberation War
our Party seized on the contradiction between the people and
the occupationists, as the fundamental contradiction. Under
the circumstances of the occupation, the internal contradic-
tion between the popular masses and the local exploiting clas-
ses took second place. «However ...for reaction and its
traitorous organisations« - says comrade Enver Hoxha —
«— the internal contradictions with the Communist Party and
with the National Liberation Front ..... was the main con-
tradiction . .. .. Our Party.... strove and did everything in
its power to prevent the transformation of the contradictions
with the Balli and Legaliteti into principal antagonistic con-
tradictions... But all the many efforts of the Party and the
Front were sabotaged by reactions (Report on the Role and
Tasks of the Democratic Front, September 16, 1967). The
«Balli» and «Legaliteti» opened up armed struggle against the
Party and the Front, making common cause with the German
nazis. Even in such a situation the Party did not lose its
bearings. It was compelled to respond, also with arms, to the
traitorous organisations, representatives of the reactionary
bourgeoisie and the big landowners and, in the end, annihila-
ted them. However it considered this struggle against «Ballis
and «Legaliteti» as a condition of the fight against the occupa-
tionists, because the smashing of reaction was an indispensable
condition for successfully fighting the Hitlerite enslavers who
always remained the principal enemy. Under the concrete
circumstances of that time, the Party also solved the con-
tradiction between the popular masses and the exploiting
classes in the domain of political power, by smashing the
political domination of these classes, but such a solution
could not even be thought of in those conditions, without
solving the fundamental contradiction between the people
and the occupationists, that is, without driving the latter
from the country and without gaining complete  inde-
pendence.

At the stage of the building of the basis of socialism, the
PLA brought to the forefront the contradiction between the
new socialist relations and the old feudal-capitalist relations
of production, destroying the economic base of the big
landowners and the bourgeoisie and building the economic
base of socialism in town and countryside. It did not neglect
the struggle for the solution of a series of other contradictions
in the domains of political power, of productive forces, and
ideology and culture, but it always made this struggle se-
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