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ALBANIAN WOMAN -
DETERMINED BUILDER OF
LOYAL TO REVOLUTION

On all the fronts of social
activity in Albania, the presence,
revolutionary spirit, the mind and

hand of the Albanian woman
are strongly felt

by MEHMET SHEHU

JUR CONGRESS, AS WELL AS
ANIA, THE MOST ARDENT
IGS OF THE CENTRAL
PARTY, AND OUR PAR-
LEADER, COMRADE
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Comrade Mehmet Shehu greeting the Congress of the Albanian women
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once and for good from the foreign yoke and exploitation,
from the shackles of the canon law and religion, of backward
costums and other negative factors inherited from the past,
today are struggling with a heroic spirit, free and happy, side
by side with men and as their equals, for the complete con-
struction of the socialist society.

The freedom itself which we won by fighting against the
foreign yoke in the national liberation war has its roots in
the blood of tens of thousands of martyrs, men and young
men, mixed also with the blood of thousands of other martyrs,
women and young women. Nobody ever granted the Albanian
women equal rights with men, but they won them with their
own blood, with their revolutionary efforts and noble sweat
under the leadership of the Party. The mothers of the national
liberation war generation have rocked us in the cradle singing
the songs of valiance and love of motherland of our people
and, when they sent us to the war, they accompanied us with
the warm words coming form their hearts:

«Go my son lo the parly’s unit and may your rifle shoot like
a canonw. And when they got the intelligence of their son’s or
daughter’s death in battle they said: «May the Party lives.
Nowadays the Albanian mothers educate their children in the
spirit of socialist patriotism and proletarian internationalism,
in the feeing of love of work, of determination for the defence
of the homeland, of loyalty to the people and the party. The
Albanian young women who took an active part in the na-
tional liberation war became an example of inspiring, heroic
deeds, of revolutionary will and crystal-clear honesty for all,
by raising still higher the patriotic and heroic spirit of Nora,
Tringa, Shota, Marigo, Sado and of thousands of other women
who in the past have fought shoulder to shoulder with men
for freedom and independence.

This heroic spirit was raised to the highest peaks by our par-
tisan and communist girls of the first hour — Zonja, Margarita,
Bule, Persefoni, Qeriba, Inajete and hundreds upon hundreds
of others who laid down their lives in the battle-fields for
the liberation of the homeland and who were later on, after
the liberation of the country, followed by heroines of socialism
—~ Shkurta, Mrika, Marta, Prenda, Dila, as well as by the
entire sound revolutionary generation of women. The Albanian
women are loyal to and determined in the cause of the people
and of the party and have distinguished themselves for their
revolutionary courage in fighting and subduing the conser-
vative, backward and in affirming the revolutionary new in
our life, living up to the teachings of the parly and comrade
Enver Hoxha. Glory to the heroic Albanian women, staunch
builders of socialism and loyal to revolution!

The historic victories of the Albanian women and of the Al-
banian people have been achieved through struggle, suffering,
efforts and toil as well as thanks to the correct Marxist-Le-
ninist leadership of the party. Without our heroic party with
comrade Enver Hoxha at the head, the Albanian women, like
the entire Albanian people, would have still been in slavery,
and in Albania the people would not have been masters and
the working class would not have been in power loday. But
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the bourgeoisie and the foreign invaders would have been
still ruling, and in this building which was in the past the
centre of catholic obscurantism in Albania and a hotbed of
anti-Albania plots, for the enslavement of the people — in this
building where this revolutionary congress of the Albanian
women is being held, today the Vatican would have been
still ruling. The Vatican which is the epicentre of the most
sinister reaction in the world, with its black cassock clad
agents - pitch-blacklike their hearts and the heart of the
pope are. We were liberated, we abolished the exploitation of
men by men, we are successfully building the socialist society,
we are living happy and we are always marching ahead, thanks
to the correct Marxist-Leninist leadership of the parly and the
vilality of our people. Glory to our hawkeyed party! Glory
to our heroic revolutionary people!

Your Congress, dear comrades, is convened following the 6th
Party Congress which assigned important tasks also to your
organisation and to the whole party for the further deepening
of the emancipation of women. The balance-sheet of the suc-
cesses with which you come to your 7th Congress today,
testifies to the consistent implementation of the tasks assigned
by the 6th Party Congress to you. The report deli-
vered lo this Congress by comrade Vito Kapo is a testimony
to the great role of the women in the life of our country and
of the contribution that has been and is being made by the
Albanian women to the great work of the socialist construction
of the country.

Without the active participation of the women in the strug-
gle for the construction of socialism, socialism cannot be built.
Today there is no front of our life and of our activity where
the presence, the revolutionary spirit, the thinking and the
hand of the Albanian women does not leave its strong im-
prints. Suffice it to mention the fact today women constitute
over 40 per cent of the town workers and the majority of
workers in the agriculture, health, trade and other sectors.
Naturally, the participation of the women in work is an impor-
tant index of the degree of their emancipation. But a still more
significant index, a decisive one, is the equality of women
with men. With us the woman has legal and practical rights
equal to those of man, being equally remunerated for equal
work, whereas in the capitalist countries the work of the
women is remunerated up to 35-40 per cent, less than the
same work of man. Besides, while in the capitalist countries,
unemployment among women is chronic, here there is no
trace of unemployment at all, the people’s power takes special
care lo create new work places for all able-bodied men and
women. This is one of the greatest achievements of the
people’s power.

It is well known what the women’s state was like in our coun-
try before liberation. But even after liberation, for a certain
time, the weight of religion, of canon law, of backward costums,
the negative heritage of the past still for a certain time con-
tinued to weigh heavily on women. It was the party that
courageously undertook to emancipate the women from this
second yoke. This was not an easy task, for it had to over-
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